
The State of New Hampshire 

Department of Environmental Services 

Robert R. Scott, Commissioner 

August 27, 2026 

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte 

and the Honorable Council 

State House 

Concord, NH 03301 

REQUESTED ACTION 

Authorize the Department of Environmental Services (DES) to enter into a SOLE SOURCE agreement with the U.S. 

Geological Survey (USGS), Reston, VA (VC# 175772-B001), in the amount of $83,436.04 to produce elevation 

derived hydrography in 10 watersheds in southern and central New Hampshire effective upon Governor and Council 

approval through May 1, 2030. 100% Water Resources Funds. 

Funding is available in the account, as follows: 

03-44-44-442010-3855-102-500731

FY27 

$83,436.04 

Department of Environmental Services, Wetlands Fees, Contracts for Program Services 

EXPLANATION 

This agreement is SOLE SOURCE because USGS is the primary national provider of hydrography dataset development. The 

hydrography dataset represents the geographic information system based representation of the state's rivers and 

streams. NH DES uses surface water hydrography information to support flood modeling and risk analysis, drinking water 

protection, surface water permitting, containment and spill prevention, and management of New Hampshire's stream 

crossing assessment dataset. NHDOT uses the information to support risk mitigation to the state's transportation 

infrastructure including flood forecast modeling, and management of its culvert infrastructure. Non-state agencies 

including local governments, engineering firms, researchers and private businesses use hydrography to support watershed 

and stormwater management and water resources analysis. In recent years, in partnership with the USGS and NRCS, 

NHDES has collected high resolution topographic lidar for the state, which shows to sub-meter accuracy where streams 

and rivers are actually located on the landscape. The existing datasets representing the state's hydrography are based on 

pre-1990s USGS topographic maps and are not aligned with where lidar shows the actual existence of streams. Precision 

in the location of these features is critical in the digital era for management of the uses identified above. NH DES has been 

contacted in recent years by regional planning commissions desiring this updated information and inquiring when it will 

be completed for New Hampshire. USGS is unambiguously qualified to accomplish this project to ensure a level of quality 

that meets national standards. 

This agreement will cover the development of hydrography for 10 watersheds in southern and central New Hampshire 

during the next four years. This will allow for hydrography development using the latest lidar dataset available for New 

Hampshire that is currently being collected and processed by USGS and NRCS in 2026. Future agreements with USGS in 
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