
New Hampshire 
Department of Agriculture, 

Markets, and Food Shawn N. Jasper, Commissioner 
August 26, 2026 

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly  A. Ayotte 

and the Honorable Council 

State House 

Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

REQUESTED ACTION 

� 

Authorize the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food, Division of 

Agricultural Development (DAMF) to enter into Cooperative Project Agreement (CPA) with the 

University of New Hampshire (VC # 315187), Durham, NH, in the amount of $28,512 to 

develop a comprehensive guide for processing and selling apple cider in New Hampshire, 

effective upon Governor and Council approval through August 31, 2027. 100% Federal Funds. 

02-18-18-185010-88890000, SPECIALTY CROP BLOCK GRANT IV

072-500577 Grants to Schools - Federal 

EXPLANATION 

FY2027 

$28,512 

The New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food (DAMF) received Specialty 

Crop Block Grant (SCBG) money from the United States Department of Agricultw-e to fund 

projects that increase the competitiveness of specialty crops in New Hampshire. The projects for 

25SCBPNH1305-00 were solicited through the RFP process and submitted for review by 

USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service as part of our state application. The proposal submitted 

by the University of New Hampshire was one of the projects accepted by USDA for funding as 

enumerated in the CPA. 

Researchers at UNH propose to develop a guide to help New Hampshire apple growers quickly 

navigate the different types of apple cider beverage processing and to determine the best fit for 

their business. It will contain information on food safety practices from field to storage, current 

federal and New Hampshire regulatory requirements, processing operations, equipment and 

facility design, apple quality and variety selection, and financial and insurance considerations. 

Guide content will be disseminated through industry meetings and the UNH Extension 
newsletters and website. 
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