
Shawn N.  Jasper, Commissioner 

1 Granite Place South, Suite 211, Concord, NH 03301 
www.agriculture.nh.gov  (603) 271-3551 
TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 

August 26, 2026 

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte 
    and the Honorable Council 

State House 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

REQUESTED ACTION 

Authorize the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food, Division of 
Agricultural Development (DAMF) to enter into a grant agreement with the Merrimack County 
Conservation District (vendor code #157734), 10 Ferry St., Suite 211, Concord, NH 03301 in the 
amount of $17,500 to support the development of a plan to implement a cost-effective 
agricultural plastic recycling program for specialty crop farmers, effective upon Governor and 
Council approval through September 29, 2028.  100% Federal Funds.  

02-18-18-180010-88890000, Specialty Crop Grant IV

FY2027 
072-500574  Grants to local gov’t – Federal $17,500 

EXPLANATION 

The New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food (DAMF) received Specialty 
Crop Block Grant (SCBG) money from the United States Department of Agriculture to fund 
projects that increase the competitiveness of specialty crops in New Hampshire. The projects for 
25SCBPNH1305-00 were solicited through the RFP process and submitted for review by 
USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service as part of our state application.  The proposal submitted 
by the Merrimack County Conservation District (MCCD) was one of the projects accepted by 
USDA for funding as enumerated in the Grant Agreement. 

The Merrimack County Conservation District will examine opportunities for recycling 
agricultural plastics by evaluating current disposal methods, locations, and associated costs. 
Following this evaluation, MCCD will develop a comprehensive implementation plan for 
agricultural plastic recycling in New Hampshire, conduct four educational and outreach events 
for farmers, and prepare, publish, and distribute a final report. 

DAMF has determined that the vendor has secured the required level of insurance, and has 
provided evidence of authority to execute and be bound by the contract. Documents supporting 
these assertions are available at the agency, for review upon request. 
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In the event that Federal Funds are no longer available, General Funds will not be requested to 
support this program. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Shawn N. Jasper 
Commissioner 



FORT'VI Ntr-::{BER G-l {vet'riot 11IZOZ1)

GR{NT AGRFEh'IENT

The State of Nerv Harnpshire nnd the Grarrtee hereby
lvfutualll' a-eree as follaws :

GENERA.L PROIIISIONS
L ldenlificnfiorr aud Def,uritions,

2 In exchange ftrr grant pr:ovided by the State of l.lew Harupsltile. acting
through the Ageney iderrtified in block 1.1 (liereinafter referued to as "tke State"l, the Grantee
identified in block 1.3 (hereinafter refen'ed to as "the Glartee"). shall perform that rvork identified and

urore particnlady descdbeel in the scope of wor:k attacired hereto as EXHIBIT B (tlre scol:e of rr'ot1t
being heleinafter rcfered ta as "the Project").

1,1" $tate Agency Name

Department of Agriculture, Mark€ts. and Food

1.?.. Stnte Agency *tldress

1 Granite Place, Ste 211, Csncord, NH 03301

1.,1. Grantee Adtfuxss
't0 Ferry 8t, Ste 21 1. Concord" Nll 03301

L.3. Crantee Name
Merrimack County Ccnservation District

I.6. Atcaunt Number
02-1 8-1 8-185010,8$89000(

1.7, Conrpletlsn Date
gftst2a28

1.8. Gr*nt Llt*lt*ticrr
$ 17,500,00

1,5 Grantee Phons #

6A3-223-8020

1.9. Gr*ni Officer for Sfate Agency
Rebecca W. Ross

1.L0. State Agency Telephoue Number
603-271-807't

trf Grantee is,a unuricipalilv or village district; "By ;iguing thir form rve certiS. that rve have eourplied rvifh any prrblic
meetius reouireurent for ercentanre of lhis smnt" includins lf sn*licable RSA 3I:95-1i."

1.1r.
(a84[

I 1.12- Name & Title of Grnntee Signor 1

fue" f €;s{VglEynerl. c *Araun ns
Grantee Signk{rre 2 Name & Title of Grlntee $igror 2

Granfee Signature 3 l$:rrne & Tttle. of Grlntee Signor 3

1.1-f. Name & Title of $*ate AgencS' Signor{s}
Shawn N. Jasper, Commissioner

1.13 ature(s)Agency

1"15. Approval btAltorrey Geneltl (Form. Snbstsm€ antl Exrcrrtion) (if G & C apploral lequil'etl)

BI': Assistanf Attornel'Ceneral, On: I /

I.16. Approval by Governor antl Council {if applicnble)

Bl': On:fl
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,{.. AEEA.$EHEA Exeept as oihenrtse speeificalll'prorided fqr hetei4 the

Grantee ghotl perfonn {te Projeei in, and niih re.qpect io, the Stale <rf Xe*'
Hamps$ire. 9'?-
gngC:i}5;"DATg;Cq.'\{Pl$$9,:q*o-F,"e&p"iEG:-
Thir Agreemeot, trd all obligotiocs af tle paitie$ lrereutder. shall becomE

r**ctir,* utr tbs dal* os tbe dat+olapproval of this Agreemmt bl the ccr:emor
and Co$rieil of rh€ state af i\-e*' fhri:pstd.re if lquired {trlock l.r6t or up$n 9-1.

signature brv the State Agency at shotrn in block 1 .la fthe E&clile Dale"'J

Eicept as othe*ise rpecifical|'prot'ided herei", the Project" isctudti€ all reportt 9.'1.

requiied b;' this Age-'mant.. shall be conrpleted in lT$ eatiret-v prior lo the&ie ie
blo*t ! -7 {h*reinafrer r.eierred to ae -the Cornpteiion Dato}.

"SKs"!\:tAld0ljlff:Ltllff4rloNoNAr{ vo llE s:p
The Cranl Amouat is idutifitd and nore perticularly destribed ia E-\?trBiT C,

aitactrEChereto. 9-5-

Tt* $aitrrer o{ strd sch.edule ofpalmeat shall be a* set forth inElat*BII C"

!n accordarce t'ib the prorisiurs tet fotth rr EXHIBff C, acrd in ccisideratior I0"
ofthe .iatirfrctor)' perforrnance ofthe Pmjecl,,as deterarinrd by the stat€, a$d aB

trrrutsd by sutparagraph 5"5 oitlrese geaeral prorttion*- tie Stat+shall p+ the

Onntee the Granl Aulou$t. 'flre Sldli {hall ilithhold tom tl$ aruq$ot othenti$t
plrtble to ihe Oretttee urder ihit strbparagraph 5.3 &qee sums reguirtd' or
perrrin*J. to be nthbeld pursuant to lLH. RSA 80:7 thmug:lt 7-c.

The palnreat b,v Sre stat{ of &e frtrt a&oust $hall be the onll'" urd the complete
patnrent to tbe Gra$les for alN. expenses, of tttateter nature- ineurnd by th+
Oranle€ in tha performant'e hele*{ and sh&{ be th* o[l-!'. arld tll' .on4lete.
*onrpensaticn to llre GrtniQe ic'{ the 9rcject The State shall have ao liabilrties to 1 1 -

tht Sfa6l?eatl&f &an't!re GrantAlrtoust. ]I-1"
h'ohritbstandirrgarytbing intlris ApeeureFttothe e&tary, {fld notrlttsttnding
une,rpected circwrstances, i$ no svelt sball the iotal of all paSnmts a$thofiz€d, 11.1"1

or actrrall:. rnade. h.tfeunder +xeeed the Grant iinritatiolr r*t llrth in block t,S crf 1 1.1^?

lhese. garetat pmvisrcori. I l. I .i
gOlsLlA\xE BY ('R{\TEE iltl-i]3 t&ES3;P-BEqE4"AIlq\g In 11.1"4

cq$rertior rrith the prforurarrce ofthe Proj<r. *re Srante* shall cotrpl5 rvitb eU I 1.:-
slatutei, !a{s regulatio:rs, and otders of federai. slatr, counl}"" cr nrunicipal
authontierltichshal!imposeaayobligationsordutl'uponllieCrantet,includirtg 11.1.1

the acquisitron c'f ary and all nec*sa4'peruits aad RtAi1-95-b.
REeaRDS-GdAee.9.lail$,
Behl'pen lJre Effetril'e Dale and the date geven (?) i'sns after the Compl*lion
Date. usiess othsnuse r"quued by the graat t$ms $r tire Ageac1,, ih* craoi*e
shdl kces detailed atcturt; oi all expeux hc!$"d in c*sse.tio'fl rrith ihe
?rr'jett, incbdrng, bui :rot hl:ited ic, cssts oI adeinisliado*. lrasp.yjlalrco,
ilrura*ce, tehphoot c;rlis, attd cltncal araierialt and seriiter. suth actsu:lls
shall be supportd bl,receips" inr*icls. bilh and other similar dxrrr*entr.
Betir"4n the Effectil-e Date arid the date se|en i?i reals after the Cmpletion
Datq urle.<; 61131,ri*e required by'lha grast tfflns or the Agenc-l'Fur''lratl'tL1
subparegr€ph ?"1" at artl'trne dunig ilre Gr*atee's oorrna} bu:iness heurs. ed as

si:fl: a* ltre $'tate slrall dsrrar:d, tlrt Gta$lre shall cnaiia ar'ailabl* ls the Stat* *ll
nc*di peria::ug to rlratlert tor'+r.rd hl. lhis Atfee.{retlt flte C.zliler $htll
pt:"!sit *!f S{ate tt a'sdil. txarrrirre. ald r*pnriSuct tuctr recorrls. arld to ssfe au'*ts
+i a1l ro*tmct*, im+rces, rlaienals, parr*lli, c€aord$ of penorme!. data tas &at
terE1 is h?reirBaier def"radi, a*d o:her laforinsti$i !€bting io a!! srstler* *oversd
b! thia .lt{*sr$rr, At u$+d io rlris PqrgcPI\ ' <r.st€" iueludes &ll lsBocj
naiural s! frctioml, a$iliated $ith, canttotled b1', or urder corunrorr qrnership
*ith; {he cntiry" identiired as rie Grafltee iu block r'i of these protisiorx
PERSO:\}IIEL"

:I J,:

{o!}r$rrt€r progra{ls: corstrutet printods. ni}tee, l€tters, tueiroratlda- papar" aitd
dac.rmrant:. atl rrtellrr fih*ie'J or ua6nished.

Ee$rec the Effr€til" D.'d'ts and the Completie Date lhe Grariee shall srant {s
the State- sr sl perron dssi.gnated h' rt oarxiricted eccess io a.t! &re for
exarnination= &rpliceiic*, pu$icatio*1. iiar*lctioa :ale, dispo*al, or for any ollrrt
pu4lsse ntatso*tef-
5s data rh.!t be sutrjert io copl'righi u *rt U*ited Stale* 6r afi]: otaer c$ustrJ.b:.
antone other thas the State

Oaaadaffa theEff€ctiv€Datr sli&la, atld anr"pror)€dl *iir-:hlras beesr*c*i":ed
frorn lhe State Dr pnrdhnred nittr &nrds prodded for that purpsse utder tld:
A!f,rcepnt, shatl tx the pmper$' oitbc ta!e. asd rhnlt bc €twi*d to the s'tat€

rryon deuund cr *pcn te**riratim cf itis .Agmenent for ant rpasoq l:bicher.es
shsll first oc{$r.
?he State. xtd ar;,one it shall desigure, sltall hare uarcstritted audruiti to
publish" dl"cbsq Aistribute and oth*niiee use. in ldtole or i$ Part. all data. 

-

Sp.]lDI5ICI:EAL,lBlfbTJP $R3SBEE\{F$X \:eitnithstand:rg anlthi{g itr
tbis Agteedrent to lhe e.ankar-r, all cbligatius of ttre Siete hereunder. includiag,
ri?hout !i!Eitati@= *re continrr*gce sf paFneats hererurder. |{e c*ltingrtsi upon
lle n-arlabiliiy or continued *ppropnaticm offilnds. rnd in no Etetrl rhsll thr State

b* lieble for arry pa1*tctr hereurder it Excess ofs-rrch nailable or qpprgsriated

findt. In the el'ent of a reductiou ottetsfuation of those iuds. the $tate slmll
h&\'e ths .i!hi t$ lntlrhold pqnnmt until suc.b filads tecsr:e alailable, rf erer, ard
slall hare tlre right td temdnate $is Agreemant i:nnrdiately upon girurg &e
Gralltee noEce of such tenuraatlo'n,

elElil-A.E PFX$UI"T;- XS.'FPIF$.
A*g ale orarw* ofthe foltoting ack or olnisrions ofthe {r?aat*e rhall consdkrte

a* ertnl af defaulr hereugder (hireim&er re!'e{red to aE '"El'eflts oiDefault'1:
Fadure ts prdollll the Prolject sattsfactm$ or on scheduie: or
failure to cubmil qs). refo$ trqua€d herernd*r: or
Farlure to rmjntcln, sr perftit tcce$* to, the recor,:ls tequlredhereunde4 or
F*ilurc to perfonn ar*- L{the oth€r eovstnts urd co$ditroru of tbis .{greernlni.
Upon lhe octtme$te ofdo,'E1'ent ofDefaul! ihe State rny lake aan'one- ot luott,
ot ail. of 0re fallanng actiotts:
Or1-e the Grsnlee a.tritteo nolice speci{i,ing tht Er-tnt of Default z:rd raguiring it
io be re:u<iitd ',rithil, ia tke abssice ofa greater or l*sser specif,cation oftir:te,
tlrir! (3C] day* *om tlie dat+ of the notice; ard ii the El'flt sf Dlr'$lll i* .Bot

hmely rrmedied. ier*rinate thi* itgre*tae$t. et-i*clile hrr: {3} dar'-e alls gir:i1g 6trx

Graniee netice of lerrniution; ad
Gir'* the CrnntEe e rrittea natice'sg*cifiag th+ Eteat oiDtfault ud susparding
al! pa1'ararts trbe maC* r"rndsrtrhii Agr*enecl *nd crd*iug ihet th* pertiou cf tht
GrariA:nousl rlfucb sould oihenrise a.crue ts i&e Cra4lee durin.e the peritrd

Ji"sn the date ot'such qotice urtil such trs:e ns the Slate dete,rnines thai the

Gmrtee has ctrerJ tke Erelt of Defantt rhall naler be paid t* tha 6ranta*; ard
Eet cft-agaimt aa1' oth--r ghligatror ille State rl a!- o\\t ls ih? fir{ate+ ar4" darnages

the Stali $rffers bl- reason sfao! Er"enl sf Del!$ltl {rd
Teatlhe agreem*at ar tuuechdand ptusue auv +iits lt*:xlies ar iarr or u: equil::.
sr bolh

=Elsla:lsN.trn the eveat ol a:lr earl'; i3rr.6inalisi qrf !hi1 -A'$teer:r*n( ft* a::; ree,s*n otbar thait
tht cor4rleti*n cf rb* Ptojeet, the Cradee .hall ;lslir'€r ro 1be Cirant (}$ic€f- *$1
l&l<\'Us. t'rfr.edi (lJ) d+p air ltrr dqtq $t tdaietistL E e?os th{€i8li€r
referred io a^s the "Teoaination RepOlt:) d.scribi$g in detsil all Project I$o*
p*rforrrted, *rrd tke Crant AJhflu$i oatfr€d, to and irrcluding tlte del* oflemrination.
irr the er'eqt rf T*trni{aiios rruda peragraplrs t0 or }3-d af ihes€ g€'oerht

provisions. tbe approval of $uch n Temdsatian Repot b.v tle Stsle sh{l} $ltitlt
fue Gmrt*e ta rece*'E ltBt lrottiot of the Grant alno!:nl earned tq snd including
tt3 dat. of tenrinaiigr.
tr the el-ent of Terdration under puagqaph$ trO or t3.'* of lhe* gsaeral

provisiolr. the apprord of luch a TemTinatioa Relad ry lfu strte shall ia ro
e','enl reli$? lhe Grnt** &,om any asd atl llrbilih' for damag* stt$tgrflsd or

incrrrr,J Q' the Slate ai 5 result of ths OTili€e'$ breach of its obligaticns
bereunder.
Nohvithsiaadirg anl.thilg iu tlris i'greeinent 10 lhe c{rnt"4', eriher dle State or.

ex-cqrt n&ere notice de fault has beso gi';er to the Craffee hereu$der'" tb* Grastee.

luay iernrirrate this Agre<amt rtilhout cause upo$ thirty (50) day* lritten noticc.

EglYfHg.L-Oj-,qjlF-BE"SI No offl+er, mauber of euplo5ee of tlre Graatee,

and nc €pre.letltrrir:e, ofic€r sr etn$lq'ee of the stats ofr.te$' Hirtrprhite or of
the gorerniag bo<h' of the localitl' or localitiEr in *'hich the Froject is tro br'
perforned, ntc esercises any funclions or respo*ibilities il tha'leriew or

tniriabiW-

i.z-

st

s4

5."(.

$.
4.1

9.
9"1

6-

I

!"!

E,

i.1"

8,:.

s.3.

tbe $rl8ree dult {t it6 olrn e:.p€nsei provido all pasoonel necessary to pedo,'rm i!.3.
tl€ ltpject" The Crartce rraralts that ell personrrel eugaged il the Pmject shdll
be qualified lo perform such @ect, and shall be prcperl5" licea*d and authorieed
lo perfonn sucb P$ect uoder all applicable laut.
The Crantee shall fiot hire, sd it shrll not ?eilrllit allr $ubefltractor sub8rante€, 1 ! . 3 .

or other penon, irrr ot corgoraiioa *ithntwn it rs engagd ina corabtaedefort
to perform the Prolect. to hrre arrl'Persoo $to hat a cort'actuai relatiooslup tri{h
thi Slate, or l'bo ir a Siate offrcer or ernplqvee, elected or appointed.
The Grmt Olbcer shall tn the representainre of tie State neriunOer" In tle etml
of an1 dispute heretnder, the interpretotiorr of this Agr*aneut bli the Crent 11.{.
Ofiicer" and hisher decisio$ on aov drspute, sbalt be 6sal
BA3A;BF.TEii"T[A}S*o"LP*IA.Acffi 9C"
AE rrsgd in this AgrEeflent. thi lrord "dat*" *hall mean all inforaraiion a*d thingo 1.3"

delaloped or obtaired during the perfolfiece o{ or acquired or detelcped [,r'
rqasoo of, tLis Agreement. including. bd not lirnited 1o. all sfudits. reports, files,
fonnulae. sur\€:T, naps, cbaris, sound recordnEs, *'idro recardinS. pictorial
reproductrom, dratrngs, au!1's*s, gmphic representatio*s-

Fage 2 of3
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It

approval of the underkliing or carn'itg out of such Project, shall partictpate ta l ?.1.

utr' decisio:r r+latmgta ttls Agreernerlt *tricir Elfecte hi* or berpersonal ir*erest

c'r the iftereit ofsny coryoJBtiol\ partnersht& rlr asrociation is *tich he or she

is direct$ or indirc-*tly iotet€sted. not shall he or ske lnl'e ad,r paso*al or

Fecuni.4, iltit{sl, dinct or fudirec! is thiE A4e€s€nt or the gr'cc*ds thereol"

OEAI3F55.-REIAIISN-.IQ*UE-S]A:8" I1r the per{onrance of this
.{.qees:eul the Grantee. its eruploltes. ard cty subcanuactor or su@r*tuee oi lE.
thi Grantee are ur all respects indegendart cotrtractots. and are neither agent-t

rior uuplol'ees of the State. *erther tfte Gtadee nor s$ af it' sffcers-
ernplo,r'eei, agents, tn*mben, ;ubconkactors or +ubgantees. rlnll ha\e authocql

to 
-brnd 

the Stote nor *re they entitled to arty of the btns$h. *trknr+n's
compensatioa or eoiolumenls prc"ided \'{h* Stateto its earployet-
A5$isffi. The Graatse sball not assigg, or !9.
others-ise baasfel any ratercst it this A*reerrlenl *idloat lhe prior rrlrtten

coasent of tlre State. ltcrle of the Pro.iect ltrIarlr skall be subcorbarted or
zubgraded by i{re Crtilltee etl*r thal a: set forth iu e\hibit B li{kout t?te prior
sritt€qro{i!*rtoftle Staie. 20"

A$.EId$IHCAIIQX. ?be Geantee rirall defead. idsuniry ad bold hannlcss

the.slate. iis otlcem and anplol'ees" &'o4 sd agai{st as-Y and eU loss€$ $If€red
by the State" its ofEcers atd splopes, alrd m1'and all clairns, liabilities or
pi*a1i..s assrrted aginst lte State, its ofrcers and ilfiplo1'ee, by or ol b'-haif ? 1.

'rf 
aa.r: person, on {cosutt ol based on. resulting fro&, aflstrg out of {cr ntich

$ay br claimid to arirt out oS $e acts ol on*s-gioss of t&e Qsffee or
sutlcc,ntraclor, or :rrtgrontee or olh*r agut of tlrt Gmnte*. bi-otnithstardirg ihe
furegoiag, nothmg hereiir crmlalred shall be dee,oed lo conslthrte a satl'eroflhe
solereign rrumuriq' ofthe Stateo *trich innrunity is herebl' resen'ed to the State.

Tbrs ,:oi'etant thali sun'ite the iEnnination. of thi* ageemerrt. ;r1..

IriSLRC}iCE.
the 6$ntre:hall, at its o\rr exprnae. obtain and mrintain in farce. +r shall 13.

require rni' ;ubcontractor, subgrhntee cr as*ig4ee performtng Proj*ct *ork to
obiair aud rualntaia in iore-e. both fol the be$eit of tle Statg lire fo8o*4ng
ln3urance:
Statuiory notkerc' courpeasatiutr and emplo-r'ers liabililv lnsuracce for all 1*-
ln:ploreer engaged in the performance of the Project. *tid
Gerrer*t liabilrr-r- i.r.iuralrce eganrsl a1l claiarr *fbodily xr-tulx, deatlr cr pro1xatl'

daqxSe; rit ariounti xst less the 5t,0S$"0S* prr sc*u$et:ee ard Sl.,*t]0.*lrt]
acrreraig ibr t]cdilr, inlua'or deatlr atr' o:re irridrut. and S504,CCG fcrprcpet11'
&*:4; r* ary r*nt i:rcid:rl: al3

The policiei descnbed kr subparagraph t?. t olthis paragraph slullbr the st:::danl
ionrr emptol.ed il tlre State of Net" F.an:psldre, is*red br untl.enrtil."* 

"..*1"61.to the $t6ta 6rd aahoriz*{ to do business inth* State ot-}ielr'Hen:pshlre 6'ra.ntee
shatl furni$h to the Slate, catificale: ofinsuxrf,ce for $ll reesl\allsJ of rnlulalce
requind $*drr tlil6 Agreement uo later tharretr (10) datx prior tc {re *pbation
ds{* o.feach ;a*uraJrce policv,
trAl\P[ of ts8;$gt{. No failure b3{re Snir to enforce asl pral'rsions h.r*of
aier any Er'ent of Deiault shall trc de.em# a rrziver of its riglts xiih regard ia
that Ereat, or my eubeeqleat 51'ent" i\'b exprere *ziter *f eny Er'*nt of iefault
shsi! be deened a *rivef cf ar-v pror,i*icls he{"of No s*ch f*iiur* ot- tt:i'er
rhall bs deesed a \rair:sr 0f the nght of th€ skte tc flliorce saeh s$d Ell of th*
prorisions hereofupon anrr funher ol o{rer defauh oa the pwt of&* Gmntee.

SSILCE. Any lstic€ b-y a pa4. berela io the othes parR' lhall be deemed lo hare
been dul3' deli'*ered or git'en at the tirre of *railng bI letlrfird nai| poslaga
prepaid, in a Ltrital Slates Poet Offrer addrxred to tbe psrtiei et thn ad*r+sse*
t-nst abore give*"

Al,fBAntET{[- Tkis Agre*aent may be mrrec&d- naired or djsc arged orly
by an io*norert ie *rdiag signed t'r the panies hereto aad on!1' a$er tpgror al cf
euch arnmdrue*t lxir.er or discfiaflEe by the Oot'emar asd Co${cd of the .qtate

cf ilen Hilnpsbire, if*quued orb1; the sigaiag $tate Agacrv.

.g-o. X{$llaROHAF .4ERE*\-{EIi{3]{D*IEjMS" This Agreeinent shall be

conskuod in accordanc* rllth lhe larv of th* $tate of Nert Harnpshre" anS is
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2025 Specialty CroP Block Grant

Projest f1 - MCCD

Exhibit A, Special PrpYisians

1, lf the date for cornmencement for Exhibit A precedes the Effective Date all services

performed by the 6rantee between the comnnencement date and the €ffective Date shall be

performed at the sole risk of the Grantee and in the event that this Agreernent does not becorne

Lffective, the State shall be under no obligation to pay the Grantee for any costs incurred or

seryices performed.

ExhibitF-Jeoqq of Work

3," The grantee shall utilize awarded 2025 Specialty Crop Block 6rant (SCBG) funds {USDA'

AMS Award #2sSCBGpNH13051 to support the development of a plan to implement a cost-

effective agricultural plastic recycling program for specialty crop farmers as detailed in the

grantees application and Project Plan # !, Camprehensive Flonning for the Recycling af
Agricultural Plastics in Merrimack County as approved by USDA {"Project Plan #L"}, which is

hereby incorporated by reference. This research and development project's purpose is to

create a plan to implement a cost,effective agricultural plastic recycling program for specialty

crop farrners in Merrimack County. The Grantee will examine opportunities for recycling

agricultural plastics by evaluating current disposal methods, locations, and associated costs,

develop a cornprehensive implementatiorl plan for agricultural plastic recycling in New

Hampshire, concjuct four educational and outreach events for farmers, and prepare, publish,

and distribute a final report.

2. Outcomes shall be measured in accordance with the USDA Project Plan Outcorne 6,

expand specialty crop research and developrnent, and USDA Outcome 7, irnprove environmental

sustainability of specialty crops.

3. Compliance. All project work shall be managed by the grantee who shall be responsible

for all project development and oversight, per the terms of the Project Pian. This includes

adhering to applicable federal grant uniform administrative reqtlirements as specified in the

Code of Federal Regulations as follows:

a, Grant funds awarded to state, loCal, and Tribal governrnents; public and private

colleges and universities; and non-profit organizations are subject to the

Uniforrn Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements

for Federal Awards contained in 2 CFR part 200 and 2 CFR part 400.

b. Grant funds awarded to federal government entities are subject to the Uniform

Adrninistrative Requirements and Cost Principles for FederalAwards contained

in 2 CFR part 200 and 2 CFR Part 400.

c. Grant funds awarded to For-Profit Organizations are subject to the Uniform

Administrative Requirements contained in 2 CFR part 200 and 2 CFR part 400,

and the Cost Principles contained in the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)

Subpart 31.2, Contracts with Commercial Organizations, codified at 48 CFR 31.2

d. flecipients are responsible for the consistent application of the Federal

regulations to the SCBCP grant funds. Recipients are responsible for ensuring

their contractors/consultants comply with the Federal regr.llations'

tnitiats fuA
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2St5 Specialty CroP Block Grant
Project #1 - MCCD

e. The CFR is accessible on the NationalArchives and Records Administration

website and in the flectronic Code of Federal Regulations at 1'vll1v"ecfi"g0v

q. prior Approval Requirernents: The scope of this prsject shall be construed consistently

rvith the project Plan as approved by U5DA, AMS which hereby incorporated by reference

inctuding compliance with all federal requirements as indicated in the Project Plan- Grantee

shall comply with all 2025 USDA Specialty Crop BIock Grant Terms and Conditions. Deviations

from the project Flan to the State shall be submitted in writing as soon as possible and will

require written approval frorn the Director of the Division of Agricultural Developrnent" Certain

changes may also require approval from the US Department of Agriculture, Agricultural

Marketing Service andlor Governor and Executive Council.

5. Reporting/Monitoring: Upon completion of the project, the Grantee shall submit a

written report of the project outcomes per federal reporting guidelines for the SCBG program

and following the SCSGP report template.

1. For multi-year projects, two written progress reports per year are also required,

one in June and one in December, following specific federal reporting

guidelines.

Z. Grantee may be subject to monitoring site visits from the NH Department of

Agriculture, Markets, and Food, or the u5 Department of Agriculture.

6. Records: Recorci retention and accessibility is governed by 2 CFR 200.333 and 200'337'

Recipient must retain financial records, project recofds, and supporting documents for a period

of three years from the date the Grant Agreement is closed or until finai resolution of anv

litigation related to the grant,

7. Single Audit Requirements, State, local, and tribal goverflmenis, non-profit

organizations, and institutions of higher education that expend more than $750,000 annualty in

Federal awards rnust cornply with the sirrgle audit requirements contained in 2 CFR 200 5ubpart

F and are reqtrired to submit a copy of tlre single audit report to OGA'

8, Acknowledgement shall be made in accordance with 2 CFR 5415.2 as descrlhed in the

Agricultural Marketing Service, Grants Division, General Termi and Conditions, as amended-

6rant recipients and subrecipients must acknowledge USDA AMS support in all

publications written or published with usDA AMS grant or cooperative

agreernent support. This includes repoflts, pamphlets, posters, and brochures,

and, if feasible, any pub{ication reporting the results of, or describing, a grant-

supported activity. Recipients must also acknowledge USDA AMS support on

any audio or video product including live or prerecorded radio or television

programs, audlo recordings and multimedia presentations.

The following acknowledgment of USDA funding must appear in all published

materials or products, in any format (web sites, audiovisuals, etc.), that are

substantially based upon or developed under an AMS award:

nitial A&-.
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2025 Specialty CroP Block Grant

Project #1 ' MCCD

Funding lor [Proiect or Fuhlicotion] was made possible by a grant/cooperative

agreement from the tJ.s. Department af Agriculture {usDA} Agricultural

Marketing ,eruice. lts contents are solely the responslbility of the authors cnd

do nat necessarily represent the offictal views of the USDA'

Exhibit C. Pavment

1. The grant amount shall not exceed $12,sc0.00'

a. The grantee shall be paid within 30 days of submission of an invoice detailing

work done and work to be completed with the funds'

b, contractor may request advance paYment in acccrdance with 2 cFR s
200.305(bj{1) to meet the actual and immediate cash needs shall provide

detailed exptanation and supporting doctrmentation to justify the advance

payment.
c. Copies of receipts for all project expenditures must also be submitted including

proof of expenditures for advance paYments'

d. lnvoices must be approved by the Director, Division of Agriculturai

DeveloPment'
e. Ali expenditures must be made as per the approved scope of rvork and budget

in the Project Plan.

Z. Allowable/Unallowable Cost: A cost is unallowable if it does not comply with applicable

-^-+ ^rixaiqta. hr^arem rpnrriremonts ar ather t€rms ancj conditions of the Grant Agreement. A
LU>\ pl ll lliy,sJ. yr vEr sr r r r eYqrr !r, '!"r

cost is also unallowable if it does not solely benefit specialty crops, is not contaitred in the

approved scope ofwork, or is not necessary and reasonable to advance the vrork of the project^

Unallowable costs will not be reimbursed'

3. program lncome: Program income that is earned fronr activities supported by or as a

result of the grant must be reinvested into the project ancl must be expended on allowable

project costs that solely enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops'

a. lt is unallowable to expend progranr income on unallowable costs.

b. program income information is reported on the progress and final reports and

includes the nature or source of the program income {e.g., registration fees},

the amount, and a description of how the program income will be used to so{ely

enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops'

c. The amou;tt of progranr income is reported on the invoices as well as in the

progress and final rePorts.

4. Equipment Purchase: The purchase of special use equipment is allowed with pre-

approval and if it meets specific criteria related to the project. fquipment is subject to the full

range of acquisition, use, rnanagement, and disposition requirements under 2 CFR part 200'313

as applicable.
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2025 Specialty Crop Block Grant

Project #1 - MCCD

S. Travel rosts: Trave} costs are allowed when travel cotts are llmited to those allowed by

formaIorganirational policy; in the case of air travel, the lowest reasonable commercial airfares

nnust be used,

a. Grantees who do not have formal travel policies and for-profit subrecipfents'

alowable travel costs rnay not exceed those established by the Federat Travel

Regulation, issued by GSA, including the maximum per diem and subsistence

rates prescribed in those regutations"

b. This information is available at http:l/www.gsa.gov. lf a grant€e organieation

has no formal travel policy, those regulations will be used to determine the

amount that may be charged for travel costs'

tnitiats /il
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CERTIFICATE Of AUTHORIW

l, Audra Klumb. Vlce Chair of the Merrimack Lountv Conservation Pis{,fiql do hereby certify that:

l. I arn the duly elected Vice Chair;

2. At the meeting held on this date June 15. 2029 the Merrimack Countv Cgnservation District voted to
accept Specialty Crop Block Grant Funds and to enter into a contract with the Nl-J DqR"?rtment

pf.A*ricvltqre, Markets. & Foqd;

3. The Merrim"qck County Conservation District further authorized Pqter",Blakeman, Chair to execute any

documents which may be necessary for this contract;

4, This authorization has not been revoked, annulled, or amended in any manner whatsoever, and

remains in full force and effect as of the date hereof; and

5. The following person has been appointed to and now occupies the office indicated in (3) above:

Peter Blakeman

Print {Officer Name}

Chair

Print (Officer Title)

6. I have hereunto set my hand as the

Audra Klumb

Sign (Certifying Officer Name)

t /,f/z<:z (
Print (Certifying Officer Narne)

Vice Chair

Date Signed: Print {Certifying Officer Title}



Quarterly Meeting: MCCD Board of Supervisors
Conference Room, The Concord Center, USDA NRCS Office, Concord, NH
June 16,2026 6:13 PM to 7:30 PM

Minutes

Present:

Audra Klumb- Vice Chair; Bob Bradbury- Supervisor; Jeff Moore- Supervisor; Tasha
Dunning- Associate Supervisor; Robert Larocque- Associate Supervisor; Rachel Malkin-
Associate Supervisor; Sam Moore- Associate Supervisor; Stacy Luke -District
Manager; Cora Rueda- NRCS Resource Conservationist

1. NRCS Report- Cora Rueda, NRCS Resource Conservationist

Rueda gave the Civil Rights Review presentation to the MCCD staff and Board of
Supervisors. Handouts of the training were also provided.

Rueda also gave a report on USDA NRCS activities

2. Minutes

Jeff Moore moved to approve January 2026 meeting minutes. Bradbury seconded the
motion. The motion passed.

Jeff Moore moved to approve February 2026 meeting minutes. Sam Moore seconded
the motion. The motion passed.

Jeff Moore moved to approve April 2026 meeting minutes. Bradbury seconded the
motion. The motion passed.

3. Treasurer's Report

The Treasurer's Report was reviewed and filed for audit.

4. District Manager's Report

Luke distributed a written manager's report

Luke suggested giving a donation in memory of Judy Courser to the Warner Historical
Society and the Warner Food Pantry.

Bradbury moved to donate $100 to each group in Judy Courser's name. Sam Moore
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Luke distributed the description for the gleaning coordinator. One edit was made

Larocque discussed having a criteria for farms where we glean. Luke will reach out to
other glean organizations for examples.



Luke reported that volunteers at the gleaning volunteer luncheon suggested that MCCD
seek a donation from the casinos to help support the gleaning program. Luke was
asked to bring information back to the Board for review at the next meeting.

5. Acceptance of Specialty Grop Block Grant Funds- Gomprehensive Planning
for the Recycling of Agricultural Plastics in Merrimack County

Bradbury moved to accept the NH Deparlment of Agriculture Markets, & Food Specialty
Crop Block Grant in the amount of $17,500 for the Comprehensive Planning for the
Recycling of Agricultural Plastics in Merrimack County and to appoint Peter Blakeman,
Chairman, to sign the agreement. Jeff Moore seconded the motion. The motion passed.

It was suggested to look at the agricultural plastics recycling program in Franklin
County, W as part of the study.

6. Scholarship Application Review

The Board reviewed the four applications received this year.

Bradbury moved to give each applicant a scholarship; one at $1,000 and three at $500
Sam Moore seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Bradbury moved to award the $1,000 scholarship to Mason Bolduc. Jeff Moore
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

7. Strategic Planning Review

The board deferred this action until the next meeting where lan Hanley can help answer
clarifying questions.

8. Partners Reports

None at this time.

9. Other Business

Luke reported that the Hillsborough CCD has requested Board members attend a
meeting the first full week in July to discuss on-going issues with USDA NRCS. Klumb
stated that she was not available on July 9th. Luke will report back to Hillsborough CCD
and then email the date to the Board. The meeting will be held at the Bedford Safety
Complex.

The next Merrimack CCD Board Meeting is scheduled for September 29th at 6pm

l0.Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm
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Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company
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NH Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food
Division of Agricultural Development
1 Granite Place South, Suite 211
Concord, NH 03302
Office: 603-271-3788

Michael Bertolone

Speciality Crop Block Grant
Contact: Maria Vanderwoude, maria.j.vanderwoude@agr.nh.gov



From: Sosinski, Steph <Steph.Sosinski@American-National.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 1:01 PM 
To: Vanderwoude, Maria <maria.j.vanderwoude@agr.nh.gov> 
Cc: Bertolone, Mike <Mike_Bertolone@american-national.com>; Ross, Rebecca 
<Rebecca.W.Ross@agr.nh.gov> 
Subject: Re: COI explanation needed 

 

EXTERNAL EMAIL WARNING! This email originated outside of the New Hampshire Executive Branch 
network. Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize the sender and are expecting the 
email. Do not enter your username and password on sites that you have reached through an email link. 
Forward suspicious and unexpected messages by clicking the Phish Alert button in your Outlook and if you 
did click or enter credentials by mistake, report it immediately to helpdesk@doit.nh.gov!  

 

 

Hi Maria, 

Here is a written explanation of the Workers' Compensation policy exclusion marked on the COI for 
Merrimack County Conservation District, as well as why 'other' is marked instead of 'per statute' for liability 
limits for the policy: 

 

'Yes' is marked for "Any Proprietor/Partner/Executive Officer/Member Excluded?" on the COI for MCCD board 
members that are excluded from coverage, as they are volunteers and are not paid. 

'Other' liability limits is marked because the limits exceed what is considered statutory. 

 

Please let us know if you have any questions or need any further information in the explanation. 

 

Kind regards, 

Steph 
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