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The  State  of  New  Hampshire

Department  of  Environmental  Services

Robert  R. Scott,  Commissioner

September  20,  2026

Her  Excellency,  Governor  Kelly  A. Ayotte

And  The  Honorable  Council

State  House

Concord,  NH 03301

REQuESTED  ACTION

Pursuant  to  NH RSA 4:40,  authorize  the  Department  of  Environmental  Services  (NHDES)  to  pursue  an

easement  with  the  New  Hampshire  Electric  Co-op  to  provide  full-time  power  to  the  NHDES  owned

Sunset  Lake  Dam  located  in Alton,  NH, upon  Governor  and  Council  approval.  The  easement  will  be

conveyed  without  any  explicit  covenants,  restrictions,  or  permissions  regarding  hunting,  fishing,  or

other  recreational  activities,  and  applicable  local  and  state  laws  will  govern  such  activities.

EXPLANATION

The  dam  is located  at the  outlet  of  Sunset  Lake  in the  headwaters  of  the  Suncook  River  watershed.  It is

a high  hazard  dam  and  failure  threatens  downstream  property  and  overtops  multiple  downstream

roads  and  dams,  with  flood  depths  of  several  feet  and  arrival  times  from  minutes  to  hours.  Impacts

would  extend  more  than  30 miles  downstream,  affecting  Alton,  Gilmanton,  Barnstead,  Pittsfield,

Chichester,  and  Epsom.

Providing  full-time  power  at Sunset  Lake  Dam  will  allow  for  future  powered  operations  of  a stainless-

steel  gate  that  was  recently  installed.  Power  to  the  gate  will  allow  for  safer,  more  efficient  and  faster

operations  of  the  gate,  especially  during  flood  events.  Reliable  power  will  also  support  potential  future

remote  operations,  enabling  more  immediate  response  during  developing  hazardous  situations.

This  request  was  presented  to  the  Council  on Resources  and  Development  (CORD)  on December  11,

2025,  and  voted  to Recommend  Approval  of  SLR 2025-008-  Alton  as submitted.  This  was  approved  by

Long  Range  Capital  Planning  and  Utilization  Committee  on June  1,  2026  as LRCP 26-014.

This  easement  request  and  deed  has been  approved  by the  Attorney  General's  Office  as to  form,

substance  and  execution.

We  respectfully  request  your  approval.

Robert  R. Scott

Commissioner

www.des.nh.gov

29 Hazen Drive  ii PO Box 95 * Concord,  NH 03302-0095

(603)  271-3503  - Fax: 271-2867  TDD Access: Relay  NH 1-800-735-2964
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Inter-Department  Communication

DATE:

FROM: AT  (OFFICE)  Department  of  Justice

Office  of  the  Attorney  General

SUBJECT:  Sunset  Lake  Dam  Power  Easement

TO: Corey  J. Clark,  P.E.,  Chief  Engineer

Dam  Bureau,  Water  Division

New  Hampsl'iire  Department  of  Enviroi'unental  Services

The  Office  of  tlie  Attorney  General  has  reviewed  the  easement  deed  of  and  associated

easement  rigl'its  from  the  State  of  New  Hampsliire  via  its  New  Hampshire  Department  of

Environmental  Services  to tlie  New  Hampshire  Electric  Co-op  to  provide  full-time

power  to  the  NHDES  owned  Sunset  Lake  Dam  located  in  Alton,  NH,  and  the  supporting

documents  provided  in  completion  with  tlie  above  referenced  conveyance  and  approves

tl'ie  conveyance  for  form  and  substance  only.  Please  note  that  once  approved  by

Governor  and  Council,  and  signed  by  all  parties,  tlie  deed  shorild  be  returned  to  this

office  for  final  review  of  execution  before  it  is recorded  in  the  appropriate  coru'ity

registry  of  deeds.
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Report

For  a

NH  Electric  Co-Operative  Power  Easement

at

Sunset  Lake  Dam  #006.01

Alton,  N.H.
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Alton  Tax  Map  # 68, Lot  3 showing  State's  ownership.
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Right  of  Esisement
Admia  #

THE  STATE  OF NEW  H.4MPSH[RE
of  DES DAM  BUREAU,  Pa  BOX  95, 29 HAZEN  DRIVE,  CONCORD  03302
State of  NEu'  H,-UkiPSHIRE  (hereinder  "Gmtor")

for consideration paid, @ant to die NEW HAi'vDPSH[RE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, rNC., 579 aIENNEY
MOUhTAIN  HIGHIVAY,  PLThIOUTg ?"JEW HAMPSHIRE  03264, a New  Hmnpdure  consumer  cooperative,
and CONSOLIATED  COk&nJNICATIONS  OF NORTHERN  NEu7  ENGLAND  COkfP-AayT,  LLC,  a limited
liability  company  organized  under the latvs ofthe  State of  Delaivare,  hairing a place of  business at 100 Gay Street,
Manchester,  New  Hampshire,  03103, and dieirrespective  successors and assigns forever  (hereinder  "(3mtees"  )
iiidi  ixwanty  covenants, die RIGHT  and E.ASEMENT  to lav, constnict,  reconshuct,  operate, maintain,  replace and
remove  lines for  the tanmnission  of  intelligence  by ene  and for  the tasion  of  electicity  as either  or both of

the Grantees may from time  to time  desire through  to adjacent properties,  orz over and under myfour

Land  in the city/town  of  ALTON County  of BEIJCNAP  New  HuapsMre

More partiailmiy desax"bed ;m the Deed recorded inRegist7 ofDeedaatBook 381 Page 492

The above granted rights  being more particularly  desaibed  as the exclusive  right  to conshuct,  reconstuct,  operate,
replace, and ranove  poles uith  the iiires  andior  cables diereon, the necessary guys, anchors, supports, fixtures,  and
appurtenances thereon and lamp  connections,  also the right  and easanent  to renew, replace uid  to otheni'ise  change

said lines and each and every part thereof and the location thereof, with the right to place anchors and Mis  to
support  lines in priiaate uqi  on land  adjacent  thereto mid to overhang  uTh  uires  and cables die property  abutting

said private tvays, also the right to lali, conshuct,  reconstucl operate, maintain, replace, and remove  undayound
cables, pipes, conduits,  manholes,  and sudi  suface  testing  taminals,  trandormers,  and foundations  for  the same,
pedest*,  repeaters, ers, and other appurtenances iiith  uires  andi'or  cables therein,  as the (tees  or either of
them may from  tme  to time desire.

Peamffihgei  gmtaim  aderp  for  alongthe easte$pa  ffthe Ctrmkm pmpaty u
the ax;  drivewaytherekih  alltbedxm  ytuxpmes- This   shall   ierighttodeg  amkeep
deartheeasanad  ofalltees  smby  sudimeam  as the Grabs  or eoft  may sdectmidto

cut domi ftme  to tme all deal, weak, lam%, or dangerous bees that umy exist  the euanad but are
tall  ato  aAxke the wjres  mfamq

Tbe width ofdie euemad aban u  e  15 feet on eadi fflde of pole ador  dkh  me. Necessmy gu5r wira
:mA   may  be loadai  oume  ofthe  easemeat.

The (3s)  shall amtto  e@y use of&e propaty for my parposa d  adverse to the rights ofthe Gmmees
or ejther ofthem. F!ant% of tees, buik  of  stucbxa  or shxage  of  hmiber  and/or  otmmataiabwithmthe

gri@t4-way  didl not be under  The Gmakms a@ee to rmka reasonable modifiadion of the J
whbjn  the s)' pmpaty  atthe  (3's)'  erpeme  to acodate  futme  needs ofthe  (s)  mthe  uae
of  k  pmpaty.

as  my/our  (s) m'id seal(s) this  day of , 20

Page 1 of  2 Res'bsd  4 " 23
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GRANTOR'S  SIGNATURE

Robert  R- Scott  Commissioner

(PrWgdor  typgwritte>i  cop>: ofsiy,mture&  title)

Sbdeof Comty  of Thb  Ama  NotUse  O*y

On dayof 20

Bekxtemethemd  Q98Hed-

Known  to me or satidactorily  proven  to be the person(s)  whose  name(s)  is/are  subscribed

to the uithin instument that he executed the same for the pu@ose therein contained.
In iiitness  whereof  I hereimto  set my  hand  andofficial  seal  Please  Place  Seal  Above

(Notarv  Publia'Jusuce  ofthe  Peace) (&fysmap)

(hNama!%ihhdh4mqfthaPeaca)

Approi-ed  by  the Council  on  Resources  and  Development  by  majority  vote  at a meeting  on  December  11,

2025  (NHRSA  4:40).

Approved  by  the  Long  Range  Capital  Planning  and  Utilization  Committee  by  majority  vote  at a meeting  on

Approved by tmNetv  Hamps  Govea  amjExecmve  Coum:il x  Dsite ??, 2026, Itaa  #?? @imRSA
4:40).

Admb*23063387

Page 2 of  2 Res'bed  4 - :i
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Sunset  Dam  Photos:
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Photo 1: Looking northwest towards dam from road in showing temporary power pole. 8/2025
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Photo 2: Looking northwest  from left side of Dam. 11/2025
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Photo 4: looking northeast  from  downstream towards Dam. 8/18/2025
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Photo 5: looking south upstream from right side of Dam. 5/16/2025
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Approved  by  the

Long  Range  Capital

June  1,  2026

Planning  and  Utilization  Committee

The State c'ir New  Harnpshire

Department  of  Environmental  Services

LRCP 26-014

Robert  R. Scott,  Commissioner

March  13,2026

The  Honorable  David  Milz

Chairman,  Long  Range Capital  Planning  and  Utilization  Committee

1 Granite  Place, Room  228

Concord,  New  Hampshire  03301

Dear  Chairman  Milz  and  Members  6f  the  Committee:

Requested  Action

1.  PursuanttoNHRSA4:40,authorizetheDepartmentofEnvironmentalServices(NHDES)topursue

an easement  with  the  New  Hampshire  Electric  Co-op  to provide  full-time  power  to the  NHDES

owned  Sunset  Lake Dam located  in Alton,  NH.

2.  Pursuant  to NHRSA 4:40(111-a), waive  the  Sl,100  administrative  fee.

Exolanation

The Sunset  Lake Dam is located  at the  headwaters  of  the  Suncook  River  watershed  and  is a high hazard

dam  which  would  threaten  downstream  lives  and  property  if the  dam  were  to  fail.  Providing  full-time

power  at Sunset  Lake Dam will  allow  operations  of  a newly  installed  8-foot-high  by 7-foot-wide  stainless-

steel  gate.  Power  to  the  gate  will  allow  safer,  more  efficient  and faster  operations  of  the  gate,  especially

during  flood  events  when  Dam Bureau  resources  are stretched.  Permanent  power  will  also  allow  for  the

potential  of  remote  operations  in the  future.

This  request  was presented  to  Council  on Resources  and Development  (CORD) on December  11,  2025,

and voted  to Recommend  Approval  of  SLR 2025-008-  Alton  as submitted.  If you  have  any  questions,

please  feel  free  to contact  Corey  Clark,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  NHDES Dam  Bureau,  at 603-271-1961  or

corey.j.clark@des,nh.gov

Sincer  ly,

Robert  R. Scott

Commissioner

www.des.nh.gov

l')  Iliizen  Drive  ii P(l  BoX 95 * Concord,  N}-f 03J02-01)95

(603)  271-3503  a Fax:  271-2867  - TDD  Access:  Relay  iNH 1-800-735-2'-164
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New  Hampshire  Department  oj

BUSINESS  AND
ECONOMIC  AFFAIRS

New  Hampshire  Council  on Resources  and Development

NH Office  of Planning  and Development

100  N Main  st.,  Concord,  NH 03301

RECOMMENDATION  MEMORANDUM

TO: Suzanne  Beauchesne,  Office  of the  Commissioner,  NH Department  of

Environmental  Services

Corey  Clark,  Chief  Engineer,  NH Department  of Environmental  Services

Patrick  Bell,  Land  Surveyor/Mapper,  NH Department  of  Environmental  Services

FROM: Brendan  McDowell,  Staff  to CORD,  Principal  Planner

Office  of Planning  and Development

DATE: December  12, 2025

Reference:  Surplus  Land  Review  2025-008  -  Alton

The  NH Department  of Environmental  Services  (NHDES)  requests  CORD  review

a surplus  property  application  to pursue  an electrical  easement  with  the  NH

Electric  Co-op  to provide  full-time  power  to the  Sunset  Lake  Dam  in Alton,  NH.

On December  11, 2025,  the  Council  on Resources  and Development  (CORD)  voted  to

recommend  approval  of  the  above  referenced  Surplus  Land  Review  application  SLR  2025-

008.

Cc: Heather  Shank,  Chair  of CORD  and Director,  Division  of Planning  and

Community  Development

Pamela  Ellis,  Staff  to Legislative  Long  Range  Capital  Planning  and  Utilization

Committee




