
The State of New Hampshire 

Department of Environmental Services 

Robert R. Scott, Commissioner 

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte 

and the Honorable Council 

State House 

Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

August 5, 2026 

REQUESTED ACTION 

Authorize the Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) Aquatic Resources Mitigation Fund Program (ARM 

Fund) to enter into a grant agreement with American Rivers, Inc., Washington, D.C. (VC #485684-B00l) totaling 

$100,000 for the purpose of removing the Poole Reservoir Dam in Jaffrey, NH and restoring natural stream and 

wetland functions, effective upon Governor and Council approval through December 31, 2032. 100% ARM Funds. 

Funding is available in the following account: 

03-44-44-442010-38710000-073-500581

Dept. Environmental Services, In-Lieu Wetland Mitigation, Grants Non-Federal

EXPLANATION 

FY 2027 

$100,000 

New Hampshire RSA 482-A:3 requires a wetland permit for any proposed project that involves dredging or filling 

of a wetland. Before a wetland permit is issued, applicants must show that the proposed project will avoid 

adverse impacts to wetlands and will minimize and provide compensation for those wetland impacts which are 

unavoidable. 

The NH DES wetlands program adopted a set of mitigation rules that establish what is necessary for an applicant to 

provide for wetland compensation. The current department rules spell out ratios for wetland compensation that 

include creating a new wetland, restoring a former wetland site, or protecting a high-quality aquatic resource by 

preserving adjacent upland habitat. One mitigation option, commonly referred to as an in-lieu fee program, is 

ideal for projects that have difficulty in locating an appropriate mitigation site. The ARM Fund authorizes the 

collection of mitigation funds in lieu of other forms of wetland mitigation as part of a wetlands permit application. 

NHDES issued a request for proposals for ARM Funds available in the Contoocook River Service Area in April 2025. 

The NH DES received three full applications within the Contoocook River Service Area and on November 20, 2025, 

ARM Fund Site Selection Committee (SSC) recommended awarding funds to the Poole Reservoir Dam Removal 

and Piscataquog River Restoration Project. The SSC recognized the significance of this project as it relates to the 

restoration of significant ecological resources, however, due to the competitive nature of this grant round and 

limited available funding within the Contoocook River watershed, only partial funding is available for this project. 

The New Hampshire Wetlands Council and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers approved the recommendation to award 

funds to support the projects. Attachment A lists the proposals received and the ARM Fund Site Selection 

Committee members involved in the decision. 

American Rivers, Inc. proposes to utilize ARM funds to remove the defunct high-hazard Poole Reservoir Dam and 

associated aquatic resource restoration. Removal of the dam will restore 5.2 miles of connected coldwater 

www.des.nh.gov 
29 Hazen Drive• PO Box 95 • Concord, NH 03302-0095 

(60:ll 271-:l503 • Fax: 271- 867 TDD Access: Relav NH 1-800-735-2964 
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