
The State of New Hampshire 

Department of Environmental Services 

Robert R. Scott, Commissioner 

July 10, 2026 

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte 

and the Honorable Council 

State House 

Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

REQUESTED ACTION 

Authorize the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) to award an Aquatic 

Resource Mitigation {ARM) Fund grant to The Nature Conservancy of New Hampshire ("TNC"), Concord, 

NH (VClt177785-B002) in the amount of $142,330 for the purpose of preserving and enhancing 31-acres 

of land in Northumberland, NH, effective upon Governor and Council approval through December 31, 

2032. 100% ARM Funds. Hunting and fishing will be permissible uses on the property. 

Funding is available in the account as follows: 

03-44-44-442010-38710000-073-500581

FY 2027 

$142,330 

Dept. Environmental Services, In-Lieu Wetland Mitigation, Grants - Non - Federal 

EXPLANATION 

New Hampshire RSA 482-A:3 requires a wetland permit for any proposed project that involves dredging 

or filling of a wetland. Before a wetland permit is issued, applicants must show that the proposed 

project will avoid adverse impacts to wetlands and will minimize and provide compensation for those 

wetland impacts which are unavoidable. 

The NH DES wetlands program adopted a set of mitigation rules that establish what is necessary for an 

applicant to provide for wetland compensation. The current department rules spell out ratios for 

wetland compensation that include creating a new wetland, restoring a former wetland site, or 

protecting a high-quality aquatic resource by preserving adjacent upland habitat. One mitigation option 

is commonly referred to as an in-lieu fee program, is ideal for projects that have difficulty in locating an 

appropriate mitigation site. The ARM Fund authorizes the collection of mitigation funds in lieu of other 

forms of wetland mitigation as part of a Wetlands Permit Application. 

NHDES issued the request for proposals for ARM Funds available in the Upper Connecticut River Service 

Area in April 2025. The NHDES received two full applications and on November 20, 2025, announced the 

decision to fund the Maidstone Bends Conservation Project. The review of the award by the New 

Hampshire Wetland Council and Army Corps of Engineers resulted in full support of the 

recommendation. Attachment A lists the proposals received and ARM Fund Site Selection Committee 

members involved in the decision. 
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The Maidstone Bends Conservation Project will permanently protect a 31-acres parcel of land through 

fee simple acquisition by The Nature Conservancy (TNC). The property will be acquired, restored, and 

managed to optimize its aquatic habitat values, in accordance with TNC's Maidstone Bends Preserve 

Management Plan (February 2024). The goals of this plan include protection and restoration of 

floodplain habitat for wildlife, flood storage, and water quality protection. The parcel contains 15.5 acres 

of freshwater wetlands (forested, scrub shrub, emergent, and aquatic bed), 15.5 acres of aquatic 

resource buffer and upland, 935 linear feet of frontage on the Connecticut River and 531 linear feet of 

stream channel. Aquatic resources include State classified priority resource areas (floodplain wetlands 

adjacent to Tier 3 stream) and features that have been practically eliminated elsewhere along the 

Connecticut River. Proposed mitigation activities include the enhancement of 2.3 acres of agricultural 

fields adjacent to the Connecticut River with native plantings and the enhancement of over 15.5 acres of 

forested/scrub-shrub, floodplain wetlands and buffer through invasive species management and 

monitoring. 

The project area overlaps with wildlife habitat classified as Tier 2, Highest Ranked in the Biological 

Region and Tier 3, Supporting Landscape, by the NH State Wildlife Action Plan. The parcel abuts a large 

network of conservation lands and is situated within the Maidstone Bends Conservation Focus Area and 

is within a high priority landscape for regional wildlife connectivity as identified on numerous regional 

priority conservation plans including TN C's Freshwater Resilient and Connected Network, TNC's 

Connecticut River Corridor Management Plan, and the NH Wildlife Action Plan and supports locally 

important brook trout habitat, a high-value aquatic resource of regional significance. The site faces the 

threat of adverse modification from land alteration. Permanent protection of this parcel is critical to 

ensure the long-term viability of these high-value and irreplaceable aquatic resources. The site 

protection instrument will include provisions for designated public access points for passive recreational 

uses including but not limited to fishing, hunting, wildlife viewing, and hiking. Motorized recreational 

vehicles are not allowed on the property due to degradation to restoration areas and the potential for 

water quality degradation. Attachment B includes a map of the project location. 

If other funds no longer become available, general funds will not be requested to support this program. 

This agreement has been approved as to form, substance, and execution by the Attorney General's 

Office. 

We respectfully request your approval. 

:l!¼L!� 
�clJertR.Scott,C�m missioner









   

  

    

  

   

    

   

         

   

             
            

              
       

       

                
               
              

                 
                   

                 
              
                

  

             
                

             
               

             
              

             
                

               
              
            

              
             

            
                 

             
       

            

      
 



            
 

                
                 

              
               

           
              
              

               
             

               
             
       

    
                
   

     
               

                
  

                 
                

             
             

          
   

      
               
            

            
             

              
                

              
             

            
             

              
  

              
              

     
    





                 
              

               

                
              

   

                
               

                 
              

                
           

                     
                 

 

                  
            

   

                  

                 

                

               

                 

     

      
   

  



   

  
            

     
        

     

     

          
      

     
 

       
       

    
 

         
            

 
         

    

 
  

  
   

   

  
  

 

   

   

  
 

  



  
     

               
               

         

               
               

                
    

     

       

        

     

         
  

           
 

     

  

         
     
               

             

                
    

       

     
      

   
       

            

      
      

  



    

   

 

                   

                 

                        

        

   

   

   

          

        

       

   

   







  
      

          

       
 
 

          

 

      

               
     
              

   

     

     
 

          
   

           

          
 

         
 

         
  

          
  

         
  







         
     

      

                   
              

             
  

                   
            
           

     

      

              
             
             

                 
               

        

                  
            

            

             

          

           
             

           
              

              

 



  

     

               
            

              
             

                  
               
            

                
           

   

   

  

    
   

     

     
     

 

   
   

 
  

 
   

      
   

    
   

    

    

   

 



   

  

      
 

    
 

     
     

   
    

   
 

   
  

    

   

 



 
 

   
     

  
    

  
   

  
      

 
  

 
   

  
     

   
  

   
    

      

  
  

  
  

      

   
    
   

   
      

   
 

   
  

     

   
      

   
   
        

   

   
  

   
  

     

 
   

  
   

   
      

   
      

   
   
      

   
  

     
  

      

  
    

    
  
      

  
     
  

      

  
       

    
  

      



  
  

  
      

   
   

   
      

   
     
  

    
      

  
    

   
   

      

  
   

     
   

      

  
   
  

      

   
       
  

      

  
   

 
   
      

  
     

  
      

           

     



   

    

   

       





    
   

 

  
      

   

   

               
                

                
        

               
                     

              

   

                
             

                 
                

                 
           

  

                  
                

        

               
             

              
             

              
               

                   

          

               
                   

                 
                  

                 
              

               

            
          

          



                
        

         

           

               
                

               
   

                  
                

            

             
              

   

                
               

    

               
                 

     

  
   

 



   

     

       

   

 

    

     

   

     

     

      

   

  

 

    

    

  

  

  

 

     

     

  

     

     

   

  

  

     

         

   

   

     

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

   

  

   

   

 





   

    

     

   

    

     

  

         

      

        

      

      

      

        

       

    

     

      

       

          

 

         

          

     

     

     

       

             

  

          

         

        

      

      

      

      

             

           

      

         

             



   

     

     

   

     

     

           

      

       

     

        

       

      

     

     

          

      

    

      

    

          

             



   

     

     

   

     

     

           

      

       

     

        

       

      

    

     

          

      

    

      

    

          

             





   

     

       

     

     

                 
                  

            

                
                

                  
               

              
                  

    

   

                
               

                
               

               
                 

                 
                

                  
              

     

   

               
              

       

              
              

               
                  
                    

                  
             

                
                   

                 
               

                  
               

          

 





   

     

       

                    
  

               
                     
                  

                        
                   

         

                 
              

                 
  

 

                     
                  

                  
     

                
                 

     

                
                      

             
             

                 
                    

                
               

          

                
               

                  
                 

                
                    

 

  

                 
                 
           

 





   

     

       

                    
               
                  

  

                  

 

                     
                  

      

   

               
                  
                  

                    
                  

                 
           

                     
       

   

                 
                
                     

                  
                

                  
                    

      

 



   

     

       

   

                
                 

    

     

       

     

   

      

       

   

    

     

          

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

             
               

                
                   

                
         

                  
                   

                 
                       

                  
                    

 

      

                    
                    

              
                    

      

                
                  

 



   

     

       

                   
 

                   
                      

               

    

     

       

 

 

           

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

              
             

 

                  
 

       

      

        

      

        

    

         

  

    

       

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   
                 

                
          

              
                 

         

 





   

     

       

        

                

 

      

  

  

      

    

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

                  
                  

                  
                   
                     

                   
              

                  
                   

                 
                  

                 
         

             

    

    

    

          

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



   

     

       

              

    

       

 

   

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     
                 

              
    

            

   

  

    

 

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

               
                  
                   

               
                  

                 
                  

                       
                     

                    
                    

    

                     
                 

               

    

                    
                  

                  
              

 



   

     

       

                     
                      

               

                   

     

 

 

  

     

   

         

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                
      

             

                
           

                     
                  

               
                 
                  
                        

                     

                
                 

                 
                   

               

                 
                  

                   
 

                   
                      
                    

     

 



   

     

       

                  

        

    

          

     

     

     

        

    

     

     

         

           

   

   

         

    

    

    

     

          

               

 



   

     

       

        

    

          

    

      

     

     

        

    

     

     

      

          

   

   

          

    

    

    

    

     

     

     

           

               

 



   

     

       

              
                      

     

  

       

            

       

           

                
                      

                  
                 

                    
                   

                    
                 

                 
                 

    

                  

      

         

           

       

          

  

         

           

        

       

          

         

 



   

     

       

      

         

    

             

       

          

      

       

        

        

       

       

      

      

         

                  
                   

       

                  
                 

                    
                    

                  

            

     

                   
                  

                   
                       

                    
                    

                 
                   

 



   

     

       

             

   

   

   

    

    

     

     

      

 

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

                  
                   

                         
                      

                      
               

                   
                 

                      
               

                   
              

   

                
                       

                     
                  

                        
    

  

                  
                   

                    
                  

 



   

     

       

                  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
                 

                 
         

                
             

              

  

            

     

     

     

       

                 
               

 



   

     

       

                     
 

   

  

  

  

  

  

 

      

         

                    
                  
       

      

              

     

  

           

        

          

    

       

          

       

       

        

         

                 
               

                  

          

                      
  



   

     

       

                
                 

                
           

                     
                   

                
                     

                    
      

                     
                    

                  
                

                   
                   

  

                     
      

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

  

                    
   

     

                 
                   

                       
                      

                   
                 

   

                    
                

                 

 



   

     

       

                  
                 

                   
                   

                     
      

     

 

 

 

  

   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

                  
                  

                 
                  

                     
                    
                 
                 

       

              

     

     

     

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 



   

     

       

    

             

  

    

   

      

       

      

    

    

   

      

   

     

  

    

    

      

       

      

    

    

       

   

      

   

     

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

   

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

               
                     

                   

               
                

                     
                

                   

 



   

     

       

                   
                   

                  
 

               
  

         
          
    
        
           
       
       

                

   

   

     

   

   

   

     

   

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  



   

     

       

                 

    

   

         

       

      

      

         

      

       

       

       

    

   

         

       

       

      

         

      

       

        

       

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                   
                   

                   
                  

              
               

  

                 
         

 



   

     

       

    

               
                    

                     
                

                  
             

                     
                        
                   

                     
               

           

    

                  
               

                   
 

   

    

              

          

      

            

            

   

    

              

          

      

           

            

 





          
         

          
             
             

            
          

      
      

            
  

          
       

              
          

       
         

             
   

       
         

         
            

        
           

     
       

            
       

                
   

  
     

 
        

 
         

 
    

    
    

    
           

  
   

    








