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July 7, 2026 

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte 
  and the Honorable Council 
State House  

 Concord, New Hampshire 03301 

REQUESTED ACTION 
Authorize the Department of Health and Human Services, Division for Behavioral 

Health,to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the New Hampshire 
Judicial Branch (VC# 177872), Concord, NH, in the amount of $1,050,000 to 
increase the capacity of Family Treatment Court to ensure early access to family-
centered treatment for families impacted by substance use disorder (SUD) and involved 
with the Division for Children, Youth and Families (DCYF); and enhance Mental 
Health Court services statewide, with the option to renew for up to two (2) additional 
years, effective upon Governor and Council approval through September 29, 2027. 
100% Federal Funds. 

Funds are available in the following account for State Fiscal Year 2027, and are 
anticipated to be available in State Fiscal Year 2028, upon the availability and continued 
appropriation of funds in the future operating budget, with the authority to adjust budget 
line items within the price limitation and encumbrances between state fiscal years 
through the Budget Office, if needed and justified. 

05-95-92-920510-70400000 HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES, HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SVCS, DEPT, HHS: BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DIV, BUREAU OF DRUG AND 
ALCOHOL SERVICES, SOR GRANT

State
Fiscal 
Year 

Class / Account Class Title Job Number Total Amount 

2027 085-588510

Inter-Agency 
transfers out of 

Federal 

Funds 

92057072 $50,000 

2027 085-588510

Inter-Agency 
transfers out of 

Federal 

Funds 

TBD $750,000 

119 - 8/19/26
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EXPLANATION 

The purpose of this MOU is to expand the Family Treatment Court program, which 
is currently implemented in Sullivan County, to two additional counties to ensure families 
across New Hampshire impacted by SUD and involved with DCYF have timely access to 
high-quality, appropriate treatment to strengthen recovery and reunification of families. 
The FTCs will provide early intervention for families involved in DCYF cases where SUD 
impacts one or more parents. The objective of the FTC Program is to strengthen families 
by providing structured, court-supervised support for parents working toward recovery 
and reunification. Additionally, the expansion will work in tandem with the Mental Health 
Court (MHC) expansion efforts to better serve individuals with co-occurring mental health 
and SUD. This integrated approach will ensure access to comprehensive care, reduce 
recidivism, and promote long-term stability for individuals and families. 

Approximately 20 individuals will be served through September 29, 2027. 

Substance use has long been a significant factor within New Hampshire’s child 
welfare system, and many cases continue to involve complex needs related to substance 
use disorders. In previous reviews of local child welfare cases, a substantial portion of 
families were found to be eligible for Family Treatment Court (FTC), underscoring the 
ongoing need for coordinated, accessible supports. While more recent data show 
decreases in DCYF substance‑use‑related cases, families still face challenges in 
accessing timely treatment and recovery resources. The Sullivan County FTC, the first in 
the state, was established to help bridge these gaps and strengthen supports for families 
navigating substance use concerns. 

The Department will monitor services by: 

• Reviewing monthly progress reports submitted by NHJB;

• Reviewing data from case reports;

• Monitoring progress towards permanent, increased capacity and sustainable
long-term funding; and

• Attending Steering and Advisory meetings.

As referenced in Section 5 of the attached agreement, the parties have the option 
to extend the agreement for up to two (2) additional years, contingent upon satisfactory 
delivery of services, available funding, agreement of the parties, and Governor and 
Council approval. 

Should the Governor and Council not authorize this request, DHHS may be unable 
to increase the capacity of family treatment courts statewide to ensure early access to 
family-centered treatment for families impacted by SUD and involved with DCYF. 
Additionally, families affected by SUD would have to continue working with fewer 

2028 085-588510 Welfare 

Assistance 
TBD $250,000 

Total $1,050,000 
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resources to assist recovery and decrease rates of overdose deaths and child welfare 
cases statewide. 

Area served: Statewide. 

Source of Federal Funds: Assistance Listing Number #93.788, FAIN 
#H79TI087843. 

Respectfully submitted, 

   For: 
Lori A. Weaver 
Commissioner  

The Department of Health and Human Services’ Mission is to join communities and families 

 in providing opportunities for citizens to achieve health and independence. 
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Director
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