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The State of New Hampshire 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 

Robert R. Scott, Commissioner 
 

To: Don Carey, Center harbor dock & pier 

 Center harbor dock & pier 173 lake shore drive 

 Moultonboro, NH  03254 

 ekom66@msn.com 

From: Ecological Review Section 

 New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 

cc: NHFG Review 

Date: 03/04/2026 (valid until 03/04/2027) 

Re: DataCheck Review by NHDES Ecological Review Section 

Permits: NHDES - Wetlands Standard Dredge & Fill, USACE - General Permit 

DCT ID:  DCT26-0479 
Town: Moultonborough 

Location: 35 Leeward Shores Road 

Project Description: Install a seasonal U shaped crank up dock consisting of two 6 Ft. X 40 Ft. docks and a 6 

Ft. x 12 Ft. cross walk attached to a custom steel header attached to the existing shoreline stone. Install a 

boatlift and two jet ski lifts during the summer of 2026 

Next Steps for Applicants: 
The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) Ecological Review Section has reviewed 

the provided mapped project area against available records of protected species, Exemplary Natural 

Communities (ENCs), and critical habitat. Based on the project mapping and submitted information, 

protected species may be impacted by the proposed work activities. Please carefully read the comments and 

instructions below for next steps to avoid and minimize impacts.  

Plant and Exemplary Natural  

Community Comments: No ecological review needed based on provided information. 

Wildlife and Critical Habitat  

Comments:  Please refer to the following conservation measures for compliance with 

Wetlands Standard Dredge & Fill Permit and to avoid and minimize impacts to Common Loon and Blanding's 

turtle under DCT26-0479: 

1. All operators and personnel working on or entering the site shall be made aware of the potential 

presence of these species and shall be provided flyers that help to identify these species, along with 

NHFG biologist contact information. Please refer to the NHFG website for updated Protected Species 

Flyers. 

a. Protected species information (e.g. identification, observation and reporting of 

observations, when to contact the NHFG biologists immediately) should be communicated 
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during meetings prior to work commencement throughout the construction phase of the 

project. See cover sheet or sheet immediately proceeding. Include flyers on plan sheet set. 

b. Detailed information about Common Loon can be found at loon.org or 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Common_Loon/. Please note,  

if Common Loon appear to exhibit unusual or stressful/aggressive behavior, contact NHFG 

immediately.  

2. Proper erosion control shall be installed to prevent sedimentation from reaching into the 

waterbody.  

3. Turtles may be attracted to disturbed ground during nesting season (May 15th – July 15th). Turtle 

nests are protected by NH laws (RSA 212-B:4, Fis 1401.03). If a nest is observed or suspected, 

operators shall contact NHFG immediately for further consultation. See Species Flyers, see cover 

sheet or sheet immediately proceeding for NHFG contact information. 

a. The nest or suspected nest shall be marked (surrounding roped off or cone buffer deployed) 

and avoided; this shall be communicated to all personnel onsite. 

b. Site activities shall not occur in the area surrounding the nest or suspected nest until further 

guidance is provided by NHFG. 

4. All manufactured erosion and sediment control products, with the exception of turf reinforcement 

mats, utilized for, but not limited to, slope protection, runoff diversion, slope interruption, 

perimeter control, inlet protection, check dams, and sediment traps should not contain plastic, or 

multifilament or monofilament polypropylene netting or mesh with an opening size of greater than 

1/8 inches. 

5. All observations of threatened or endangered species on the project site should be reported 

immediately to the NHFG nongame and endangered wildlife environmental review program by 

phone at 603-271-2461 and by email at NHFGreview@wildlife.nh.gov, with the email subject line 

containing the DataCheck tool results letter assigned number, the project name, and the term 

Wildlife Species Observation. Photographs of the observed species and nearby elements of habitat 

or areas of land disturbance should be provided to NHFG in digital format at the above email 

address for verification, as feasible. 

6. In the event a protected species is observed on the project site during the term of the permit, the 

species should not be disturbed, handled, or harmed in any way prior to consultation with and 

implementation of corrective actions recommended by the Ecological Review Section. 

7. The Ecological Review Section, its employees and authorized agents, should have access to the 

property during the term of the permit. 

Additional recommendations not required for permitting: 

 

1. Trees and shrubs provide a visual and auditory screen for brooding loons and loons foraging along the 

shoreline. A forested buffer stabilizes soils, absorbs excess nutrients, traps sediment from runoff and cools 

water temperatures, improving shallow water nursery habitats for warm-water fish species including yellow 

perch, a preferred forage fish for loons. Disturbances to vegetation within the Shoreland buffer should be 

minimized as much as possible. Native plantings to enhance the Shoreland buffer are encouraged.  
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2. These Conservation Measures do not constitute compliance with the federal Endangered Species Act 

(ESA). There may be occurrences of federally listed species in New Hampshire that are not included on the 

DataCheck Letter. Please visit the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Information for Planning and 

Consultation website (IPaC; https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/) for an official list of federally listed species that 

may be present in your project area. If a federal agency is involved in your project through funding, permit, 

or other authorization, coordinate your IPaC results with your point of contact at the agency for further ESA 

review. If there is no federal agency nexus to your project, and you determine through IPaC, habitat 

evaluations, etc. that a project may cause take of a federally listed species, we recommend coordinating 

with the USFWS’ New England Field Office (newengland@fws.gov; 603-223-2541). 

 

This ecological review decision is based on the presumption that the information submitted as part of the 

application is true, complete and not misleading. If after the issuance of conservation measures new 

information is received, the ecological review decision may be considered invalid, and a new ecological 

review request may need to be submitted. No further ecological review is needed. 
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Ecological Review Instructions 

Pursuant to Env-C 804.01, ecological reviews are either required by rule or recommended to comply with 
RSA 212-A and 217-A. Pursuant to Env-C 804.02, required ecological reviews that meet certain criteria must 
pay a $500 fee to request an ecological review. 

Instructions regarding how to request an ecological review for plants and/or wildlife are provided below: 

When is an Ecological Review for Plants and Exemplary Natural Communities Needed 

If this letter includes records of protected plants and/or exemplary natural communities, you may request 
an Ecological Review from NHDES (see further instructions below). 

If no plant or exemplary natural communities are included on this letter, no further plant review is needed.  

When is an Ecological Review for Wildlife and Critical Habitat Needed 

If this letter includes records of protected wildlife and/or critical habitat, please refer to one of the following 
next steps: 

a. If your project requires an NHDES permit, authorization, or approval you may request an Ecological 

Review from NHDES (see further instructions below). 

b. If your project does not need an NHDES permit, authorization, or approval, then no ecological 

review with NHDES is needed. Instead, you can request a review from the New Hampshire Fish and 

Game (NHFG) Nongame and Endangered species program. Contact NHFGreview@wildlife.nh.gov or 

603-271-2461 to request a review with NHFG. 

If no wildlife species or critical habitat are included on this letter, then no further wildlife review is needed. 

How to Request an Ecological Review from NHDES 

To request an ecological review, access and complete the Ecological Review Request form found at 

onlineforms.nh.gov. 

Submit the completed form and all required attachments by email, mail, or hand delivery to: 

https://gc.nh.gov/rules/adoptions/adoptions/14473%20(NN%202025-203)%20Ecological%20Review%20Related%20to%20Threatened%20and%20Endangered%20Species%20Env-C%20800%20eff%201-19-26.pdf
https://gc.nh.gov/rsa/html/xviii/212-a/212-a-mrg.htm
https://gc.nh.gov/rsa/html/XIX/217-A/217-A-mrg.htm
https://gc.nh.gov/rules/adoptions/adoptions/14473%20(NN%202025-203)%20Ecological%20Review%20Related%20to%20Threatened%20and%20Endangered%20Species%20Env-C%20800%20eff%201-19-26.pdf
https://onlineforms.nh.gov/?formtag=NHDES-W-11-002
https://onlineforms.nh.gov/
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New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 

Attn: Ecological Review Section 

P.O. Box 95 

29 Hazen Drive 

Concord, NH 03302-0095  

EcologicalReviews@des.nh.gov  

For questions about requesting an ecological review, call 603-271-7972. 

Federal Compliance 

This letter does not constitute compliance with the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). There may be 

federally listed species in New Hampshire that are impacted by your activity not included in this letter For 

ESA compliance, please visit the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Information for Planning and 

Consultation (iPaC) website for an official list of federally listed species that may be present in your project 

area. If a federal agency is involved in your project through funding, permit or other authorization, 

coordinate your IPaC results with your point of contact at the agency for further ESA review. If there is no 

federal agency nexus to your project, and you determine through IPaC, habitat evaluations etc. that a 

project may cause take of a federally listed species, we recommend coordinating with the USFWS’ New 

England Field Office (newengland@fws.gov or 603-223-2541). 

  

mailto:EcologicalReviews@des.nh.gov
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
mailto:newengland@fws.gov
tel:+16032232541
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Ecological Review Database records: 

The following species and habitats may be impacted by the proposed work activities. Please refer to this list 

when coordinating. 

Vertebrate species State1 Federal Notes 

Blanding's Turtle (Emydoidea 

blandingii) 

E -- Contact the NH Fish & Game Dept (see above). 

Common Loon (Gavia immer) T -- Contact the NH Fish & Game Dept (see above). 

1Codes: "E" = Endangered, "T" = Threatened, “SC” = Special Concern, "--" = an exemplary natural 
community, or a rare species tracked by NH Natural Heritage that has not yet been added to the official 
state list. 

Disclaimer:  

DataCheck Tool screening only includes occurrences of protected species and exemplary natural 

communities that have been documented and verified by state biologists and ecologists. This letter does not 

guarantee these are the only protected species and habitat present at this location, only that their presence 

has not been documented and verified by state biologists and ecologists. As many areas have never been 

surveyed, or have only been surveyed for certain species, on site surveys are the best way to determine the 

resources present on your site. 
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