
June 5, 2026 

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte 

 and the Honorable Council 

State House 

Concord, NH 03301 

REQUESTED ACTION 
 

Pursuant to MOP 1301, VI, D, the Department of Safety (DOS), Division of State Police (SP) requests 

authorization for Trooper First Class Kevin Devlin of the Canine Unit, Trooper First Class James Powers 

of Troop A, and Trooper Alexander Tucker of Troop F to travel over 300 miles one-way in a rented vehicle 

in the amount of $3,000.82 from Shallow Creek Kennels Inc. in Sharpsville, Pennsylvania to Manchester, 

New Hampshire for three (3) days within the date range of July 9, 2026, to September 30, 2026, upon 

Governor and Council approval. 41% Highway Funds; 34% General Funds, and 25% Turnpike Funds.  
 

Funds are available in account, Traffic Bureau, as follows: SFY 2027 

02-23-23-234015-40030000-080-500715-Out of State Travel $3,000.82 
 

EXPLANATION 

This request seeks approval for three New Hampshire State Police Troopers to travel outside the 300-mile 

radius in one (1) rented sport utility vehicle for the return trip after screening, evaluating, and purchasing 

one (1) police canine for the 2026 New Hampshire State Police Canine Patrol School. Troopers will fly to 

Pennsylvania and return by vehicle. Travel is anticipated to begin on or about July 9, 2026, to Shallow 

Creek Kennels, Inc. in Sharpsville, Pennsylvania. A broad date range is requested because the exact travel 

dates are contingent upon confirmation from the vendor that prospective canines are on site and available 

for evaluation, and the travel may need to occur later within the requested period. The travel will span 

approximately three days within the date range of July 9, 2026, through September 30, 2026. One rented 

SUV will transport three Troopers, one newly acquired canine, and all necessary equipment for the return 

trip. 
 

The one-way mileage from Sharpsville, Pennsylvania to Manchester, New Hampshire is 625 miles. The 

total cost of travel by air and use of a rental vehicle for the 3-day time frame in Sharpsville is $5,984.01. 

The cost of traveling by air and driving back in a rental vehicle is $3,000.82. The savings to travel by air 

and rental vehicle versus travel by air is $2,983.19 (see Attachment A for comparisons). The employees 

will not be paid overtime during the time frame of travel. 
 

The primary purpose of this trip is to screen, evaluate, and purchase one police canine from Shallow Creek 

Kennels Inc. in Sharpsville, Pennsylvania.  The New Hampshire State Police canine commander and a 

canine handler have previously toured and evaluated this facility, and the New Hampshire State Police 

successfully procured police canines from this vendor in prior years.  Commercial transportation of police 

canines within the United States presents logistical challenges due to airline restrictions.  Additionally, in 

prior years, the delivery fee for transporting two canines totaled $4,500.00, further supporting the cost-

effectiveness of transporting the canines by vehicle from Sharpsville, Pennsylvania. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 _____________________  

Robert L. Quinn 

Commissioner of Safety  

 State of New Hampshire  

DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY 
JAMES H. HAYES BUILDING 

33 HAZEN DRIVE 
CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03305 

603-271-2791 
 
 

EDDIE EDWARDS 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

ROBERT L. QUINN 
COMMISSIONER 

STEVEN R. LAVOIE 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

1A - 7/8/26 
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