
ATTORNEY  GENERAL

DEPARTMENT  OF  JIJSTICE

1 GRANITE  PLACE  SOU'ffi
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JOHN  M.  FORMELLA

ATTORNEY  GENERAL
JAME8  T. BOFFETTI

DEPTITY  ATTORNEY  GENERAL

May  20,  2026

Her  Excellency,  Governor  Kelly  A.  Ayotte

and  the  Honorable  Council

State  House

Concord,  New  Hampshire  03301

Your  Excellency  and  Members  of  the  Council:

REQUESTED  ACTION

Authorize  the  New  Hampsl'ffre  Department  of  Justice  (DOJ)  to amend  an existing

subgrant  with  Somersworth  Police  Department,  Somersworth,  NH  (Vendor  #1 1 7476-BOO3)  for

the  Comprehensive,  Opioid,  Stimulant,  Substance  Abuse  Site-based  Program  (COSSAP)  from

the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  Office  of  Justice  Programs,  Bureau  of  Justice  Assistance  for  the

purpose  of  continuing  to fund  enhancements  to the  Prevention,  Enforcement,  and  Treatment

Program  (PET),  by  increasing  the  price  limitation  by  $82,000  from  $105,439  to $187,439,  with

no change  to the  completion  date  of  September  30,  2026,  effective  upon  Governor  and  Executive

Council  approval.  The  original  contract  was  approved  by  Governor  and  Council  on  September

21,  2022,  item  #124,  amended  on  May  29,  2024,  item  58,  and  further  amended  on September  17,

2025,  item  5H. 100%  Federal  Funds.

EXPLANATION

The  U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  Office  of  Justice  Programs,  Bureau  of  Justice

Assistance,  COSSAP  funding  is specifically  designed  to help  lower  recidivism  rates  of  overdose

victims  and  provide  support  to families  of  those  struggling  with  substance  use  disorder  (SUD)

through  enhancing  and  expanding  the  Prevention,  Enforcement,  and  Treatment  (PET)  program.

This  program  funds  dedicated  police  officers  to respond  to overdose  calls  to provide  resources.

These  officers  can  assist  individuals  suffering  from  SUD,  and  affected  family  members,  by

connecting  them  with  needed  resources.  The  officers  also  focus  on child  family  members  to

identify  adverse  childhood  experiences  (ACEs)  with  a goal  of  preventing  children  from

becoming  future  users.

New  Hampshire  Police  Departments  suffered  a shortage  of  staffing  and  turnover  causing

delays  in  implementing  the  PET  Program  with  the  cornrnunities.  Due  to these  shortages  several
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of  the  Police  Departments  are de-obligating  funds  as they  will  be  unable  to spend  the  funds

during  the  extension  period.  Tlie  de-obligated  funds  will  be  utilized  by  the  Police  Departments

with  staff  in  the  PET  Officer  position.

Tlie  establishinent  of  tlie  Police  Department's  Prevention,  Enforcement,  and  Treatment

Officer  is playing  a key  role  in  our  coininunities.  Tlie  goal  is to educate  and  provide  suppoit  to

prevent  entry  into  the  criminal  justice  system  and/or  recidivism.  With  additional  funding,  the

Somerswortli  Police  Department  will  continue  to support  the  PET  Officer  position  and  purchase

an enclosed  trailer  equipped  to serve  as a Hidden  in  Plain  Sight  training  unit.  The  Hidden  in

Plain  Sight  trailer  will  be staged  as a typical  child  or  teen  bedroom  and  used  as a training  tool  to

help  identify  potential  substance  misuse  by  demonstrating  how  substances  may  be disguised  or

concealed  witliin  the  room.  This  trailer  will  serve  as a valuable  asset  for  New  Hampshire's

coini'nunity  engagement  effoits  and  can  be  incorporated  into  a wide  range  of  outreach  events,

including  National  Night  Out,  school  programs,  children's  festivals,  and  presentations  for  civic

organizations.

It  will  also  be made  available  upon  request  to any  agency,  school,  or  community  event,

along  with  the  Prevention,  Enforcement,  and  Treatment  Officer,  who  will  be  the  program's

overall  point  of  contact.  The  contimiity  of  this  trailer  will  provide  the  suppoit  needed  to new

residents,  parents,  and  teachers.  It  will  play  a significant  role  in  staying  rip  to date  on  the  latest

substance  rise  trends  and  best  practices  for  prevention.

In  the  event  that  federal  funds  are no longer  available,  general  funds  will  not  be  requested

to support  this  program.

Please  let  me  kiiow  if  you  have  any  questions  concerning  this  request.  Your

consideration  is greatly  appreciated.

Respectfully  submitted,

Formella

Attorney  General

#5575120
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