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January 28, 2026

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, NH 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Authorize the New Hampshire Department of Energy (Department) to enter into an amendment to an
existing contract with Pine Gate Cooperative, Inc., Plymouth, NH, Vendor #496760, by extending the
completion date from June 30,2026, to December 31, 2026, and by amending the payment process,
effective upon Governor and Executive Council approval. No additional funding is involved in this
time extension. The original grant was approved by the Governor and Executive Council on June 12,
2024, Item #58 for $400,000. 100% Other (Renewable Energy Fund).

EXPLANATION

With these funds. Pine Gate Cooperative, Inc. (Cooperative) will work with a developer to design and
build a community solar facility. The Cooperative's program model is structured to maximize direct
benefits to the LMI residents living in this resident-owned community. The Cooperative will own the
array and residents will receive direct benefits from the energy generation. Due to supply chain
issues, the project has encountered delays.

The existing payment process system requires the ROC to pay the solar developer first, then request
reimbursement with the state. While this process works for most entities, most ROCs do not have this
amount of cash on hand. In order to remedy this, the payment process established in the new Exhibit C
will require a ROC to demonstrate they have a "cash need" as evidenced by an invoice from the
installer. Safeguards include requiring a "zero" invoice from the ROC afterwards, showing the
payment has been made before any subsequent payments are made. Further, should the ROC not
abide by the requirements for this new process, it would revert to the traditional reimbursement
process.

Pine Gate Cooperative, Inc. has asked for a grant extension in order to fully complete the project and
receive all committed grant funds and a change in payment terms. The Department, therefore, is
requesting a six-month, no-cost extension for Pine Gate Cooperative and approval of the revised
Exhibit C with the amended payment process. All other provisions of the grant remain in effect
pursuant to the approved contract.



Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte
and the Honorable Council

January 28,2026
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Your consideration of this request is appreciated,

lespectfiill^ubmitted.

Jared S. Chicoine

Commissioner



rnNTK\rT AMl.NDMKN 1 #1

This Contracl Aniciidinenl (Amendment) is enlefe<1 into by and between the State of New
Hampshire, actina by and tlirough the New Hampshire Department of F.ncrgy (Department), 21
S Fniit Street. Sl'c. U), Coneord. NH 03301, (iiereinafler referred to as State) and Pine Gate
Cooperative. Inc.. Ptymoufh. NH 0.3204 (hercinanei referred to as the Contractor), collectively
referred to as (.the Parties).

\VHERE.\S. the Parties Itave entered into a conlract, approved by the Governor and
Execunve Council on June 12. 2024, Item #58 (hereinafter referred to as the Contract),

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to extend and amend the Contract as provided in this
.Amendment; and

WHERE.\S. the Contract allows for amendments by an instrument in writing executed by
both Parties:

NOW' THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, and the covenants and conditions
contained in the Contract, and set forth herein, the Parties hereto do hereby agree as follows:

1 , G-1 Grant Agreement Section 1.6. Completion Date: Amend the Completior. Date
by deleting in its entirety and replacing with the following; December 31, 2026.

2. Exhibit B. .Scone of Services: Amend Exhibit B to add three additional progress
reports as follows.

a. Report #8 covering the period 4/1/2026 - 6/30/2026 with report due on
5/1/2026;

b. Report #9 covering the period 7/1/2026 - 9/30/2026 with report due on
8/1./2026;

c. Report #10 covering the period 10/1/2026 — 12/31/2026 with report due on
2/1/2027;

3. I.y.iiibit C - Contract .A.mount. I'erms and Methods of Payment: Amend bv
deleting Exhibit C in iU entirety and replacing with a new Exhibit C.

4  This Amendment hereunder shall becoriie effective upon approval by the New
Hampshire Governor and Executive Council.

5. Except as specifically amended and modified by the terms and conditions ot this
/Vraendment, the Contract and the obligations of the Parties hereunder, shall
remain in full force and effect with the terms and conditions set forth herein.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have set their hands the date tirst-written
below.

Contractor's Initials.
Date
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Pine Gate Cooperative, Inc.

By:

Print Name and Title
Date:

*«r<

By: Av\A\JI<^ C. Date: _
Print Name and Title

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Department of Enera

Date:
. Chicoine, Commissioner

•roval by tbe Attorney General's Office (Form, Substance and Execution)

1/7/2026
D

Print Name and Title

Joshua Harrison, Asst. Atty. General
Approval by the Governor and Executive Council

ate:

G&C Meeting Date:. G&C Item it:

Contractor's Initials.
Dote
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AMrNnrn fxhibi T c

nu .s^XT AMOHISIT TI RMS. A>P I HOHS OF PAYMEM

1  This Amended Exhibit C becomes effective ui^n approval by New Hampshire Governor
ComKil (Qovcmor ,™d BxccuUvo Couu.-il) and conclndns on December

31,2026.

In consideration of U,e salislactoD performance of the obllgatmns de'criWpte Site'
mcluding the constraction and inslallalion of lire project and the agreerneni of ^
Sloperabve, Inc. (Grantee) to perform certain obligabooH atler "-^ 31 2026, „s
detJled in Exhibit B). the State agrees to pay an atnottttt ""I
Grantee pursuant to the tenus and eondilions speelfied in this (.xhtbrt C.

3, Grantee shall not be paid any grant funds under the ̂ t agreement unless and until all of
the follcvK-ing have occurred by the target dates specified.

Collectcurrent income surveys from Pine Gate Cooperative,
Inc. residents; confirm to the Department that low-moderate
income participants will receive a minimum of 75% of the
oroiect's net revenue benefits. —
Ohmn system upgrade cost estimates from utility and report to
r>.>nf,rTment to ensure project can move forward wjthmb^dge^
All participants identified, majority LMI participants confirmed,
and the total projected load of enrolled participants projected to
nffset the total peneration output of the Proiect.

^  • ! Vv*f <
OIISCl UlC lUUU

August 31, 2024

Execuiion of group net metering agreement by all necessary
aciion between the Grantee and participating cooperative
residoits.resigqiis. -r^

Confirm net direct benefits to LMI participants, and notify
Department of any changes in projected net direct benefit
amounts, prior to commencing construction.amoums. pi ^ —-—■

September 30, 2024

October 31,2024

November 30, 2024

November 30. 2024

Receipt of all fedonl, state, and local permits, licenses,
consits, and approvals required for constmction, installation,
and, operation of the Proiect.

December 31,2024

rrrantee shall use reasonable best efforts to achieve the foregoing milestones by the dateste^Sove. The Depa«u«-. may extend any of such spectfted dates tot
good cause shown upon written request by Grantee.
f r^ntee's reimbursemenl or advance paymeni requests shall cover only the costs of laborSXperf^eTa ̂  antl et,t,iptnc„t tleliverecl to the sim of the p,oj«. attdt^;^Ld into or be tttcotporated inn, the ptojeet nnd only 1'^'related to the dcMun.fonstrueiioti and installation of the project. Gran .
reimbursement or advance paymeni requests shall not include the costs
prepayments for labor or tor equipment or materials ordered or procured for p J
unless and until such equipment and materials are delis crcd to the pmjeci si e

RFP 2023-019
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incorporated into the project, or delivered to the project site for incorporation into the
project, or used at the project site for the purpose(s) for which procured.
Pavment to the Grantee, if necessary, may be advanced to the Grantee
liniited to the minimum amounts needed and be limed with actual, ^
r^mrements of the Grantee to pay one or more invoices that have been submitted to the
Department.

,.l Advance pavment tequcsls must be accompanied by the
advance TOi™nl is being requested, reviewed as required by paragraphsupported as required by paragraphs 7 and 8 below e„„,vthe
a  Any funds advanced shall be disbursed by the Grantee b'P^y

in voicets) submitted to the Department within 30 days of the

Gi^tee^hall^ovide documentation showing that funds
davs of the Department's advancement of funds as required by subparagraph 3(iiJ
above, which documentation may consist of a paid mvoice or
The Grantee shall maintain a separate account for advance funds unless using
third-party management company. o,„ ■rn'h nf Mch
a. Bank statements of this account must be provided by the 30 of each
b. Bank statements demonstrating interest accrued of any amount above

$500 must be returned to the State.
The Grantee shall not enable use of a sweep account to move unexpen

I in

^ui)

c.

This inch^i expenses incurred by subcontractors employed on construction
projects funded through the grant.

iiv)

Advance payment is contingent upon aU conditions being met, failure to meet conditions
would result in the use of cost-reimbursement requests only.

6  Grantee shall receive and review fmai invoices evidencing Ae fuU costs of design,development, procurement, construction, and installation of the Project from B^n^o
Power LLC and/'or its vendors and subcontractors. Following approval by the Grantee ofsubmitted invoices. Grantee shall submit reimbursement [^^^8
the Department, with full supporting documentation, as obligations described in Exhibit B
have been met and subject to the conditions stated in paragraphs 3 and 4 above, and
further consistent with the grant agreement General Provisions. Reimbursement or
advance payment requests shall be submitted not more frequently than once per month
The amount of $40,000 will be retained until the project is complete and shall be paid to
Grantee only when each of the following has occuiTed.
(i) the project has been fully constructed and installed,
(ii) the project has commenced operation;

RFP 2023-019 Grantee lniii^s: S5_Pine Gate Cooperative. Inc. Page2of4



10.

(iii)

tivl

IV)

Grantee has submitted an application, deemed complete by the Department, for
certification of eligibility of the project to produce Class II renewable energy
certificates (RECsI;
Grantee has submitted an application to New Hampshire Electric Cooperative for
Gamp Net Metering registration and supplied the Department with confirmation of
receipt; and
a site visit has been conducted by a memhcr of the Department staff, if the
Department deems a site visit necessary.

Grantee shall be responsible for any project expenses incurred that exceed the total grant
amount or are not eligible for reimbursement under this Exhibit C.

Each reimbureement or advance payment request shall provide a detailed li.sting of project
expenses incurred with supporting documentation. Grantee shall document all project
expenditures for which reimbursement or advance payment is requested with appropriate
back-up documentation. Including, but not limited to, receipts, invoices, bill^nd
similar documents for all project vendors, contractors, and subcontractors. This includes
expenses incurred by subcontractors employed on construction projects funded through
the grant. At a minimum, receipts must be provided documenting labor cost, equipmeni
cost, material cost, site work, engineering and permitting fees, and capital expenditures,
for all vendors, contractors, and subcontractors.

S  Each reimbursement or advance payment request shall also include an express affiraation
h\ Grantee that it and the project remain in full compliance with all terms and conditions
of the grant agreement, and either (i) an express affirmation that there have been no
material changes in any rights, interests, direct benefits to LMI participants, permts,
licenses, or approvals affecting the project since the most recent statos report submitted to
the Department, or (ii) a description in reasonable detail of any such matenal changes m
rights, interests, permits, licenses, or approvals affecting the project smce the most recent
status report submitted to the Department.

9  Reimbursement or advance payment requests shall be reviewed for complimce with
scope of work set forth in Exhibit B, and the reimbursement terms and conditions of this
Exhibit C, and approved by the Director of Policy and Programs or his designee.
Addition^ documentation may be requested as determined by the State.

Grantee agrees to provide economic data, including, but not limited to job creation data to
the extent possible, for activity performed during construction and operation of the
project and after completion of the project.

Tlie Department agrees to make payment to Grantee within 30 days after the approval of
reimbursement or advance payment requests as described in paragraph 0 above and
submitted in compliance with this Exhibit C and the grant agreement General Piovisions,

'/K—2023-019 ^ lljSZ
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1  All obliptions of tfic Dcpartmeni under the grant agreement, including the continuance of
any pastnents. are contingent on the availability of funds derived from the Renewable
Energy Fund estabUshed and existir^ pursuant to RSA 362-F: 10.

RFP50B-0I0
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state of New Hampshire

Department of State

CERTIFICATE

I, David M. Scanlan, Secretary of State of the State of New Hampshire, do hereby certify that PINE GATE COOPERATIVE,

INC. is a New Hampshire Consumer Cooperative registered to transact business in New Hampshire on September 06, 2018.1

further certify that all fees and documents required by the Secretary of State's office have been received and is in good standing as

far as this office is concerned.

Business ID: 802642

Certificate Number: 0007345527

IlUu

&T)

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF,

I hereto set my hand and cause to be affixed

the Seal of the State of New Hampshire,

this 15th day of December A.D. 2025.

David M. Scanlan

Secretary of State



Pine Gate Cooperative, Inc.

Certificate of Authority

On December 16, 2024 the Membership of the Pine Gate Cooperative, Inc. (the
"Cooperative") passed a unanimous resolution (the "t^csolution") by majority vote, in
accordance with section 5.I C of the Cooperative's By-Laws, authorizing the
CooperatiA-e's President and Treasurer to execute contracts for grant funding wit^h the
State of New Hampshire in the name of and on behalf of the C'oopcrativc as authorized
bv the members, and the execution of any such contract or obiigatiori in the
Cooperative's name on its behalf by those authorized individuals shall be valid and
binding on the Cooperative.

At that meeting, the Cooperative's members voted to proceed with the community solar
proiect and to authorize the Cooperative's Board of Directors to approve the execution of
all agreements and authorizations necessary to complete the project, including
specifically authorityV to enter into an agreement with the State of New amps ire to
accept grant funding from the Renewable Energy Fund.

We hereby certify that Steven Eastman is the duly elected President of the Cooperative,
and that Andrea Charbonneau is the duly elected Treasurer of the Cooperative. Neither
the vote of the Board of Directors nor the vote of the Cooperatives members, as
referenced above, has been amended, modified, revoked, or rescmded and both such
votes remain in full force and effect as of the date of this certification.

Date: 12/23/2025

Larry Charbonneau - Vice President

M~i i[s2y\
Dawn Miller- Secretary
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PINEG52

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

OP in; GV

DATE(MM/DDmrYY)

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTiFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the pollcy(les) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder In lieu of such endorsement(s).

PRODUCER 603-335-4300
IMMANUEL Insurance Agy-SAN
PO Box 300 3 Brittany Lane
Barrlngton, NH 03825-0300
IMMANUEL Ins Agy Inc 8.

cjJilTACT IMMANUEL Ins Agy Inc
PHONE 603-335-4300 F**
(A/C, No, Ext): (A/c, No):

gina@immanuelins.com

INSURERIS) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC#

INSURER A iPhiladelphia Ins Co.

INSURED

Pine Gate Cooperative
c/o First Choice Prop Mgmt
48 Hamlet Ave
Woonsocket, Rl 02895

INSURER B Fire Underwriters Ins Co 20702

INSURER Main Street America 13026

INSURER D :

INSURER E :

INSURER F :

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

INSR

±IB. TYPE OF INSURANCE
ADDL

JLiSU
SUBR
uwn POLICY NUMBER

POLICY EPF
^MM/DD/YYYY)

POLICY EXP
fMM/DD/YYYY^ LIMITS

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

CLAIMS-MADE | X j OCCUR
EACH OCCURRENCE

PHPK2582810-003 08/30/2025 08/30/2026
DAMAGE TO RENTED
PREMISES (Ea occun-encel

MED EXP (Any one person)

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY

GENl AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER;

POLICY LOG

OTHER:

GENERAL AGGREGATE

PRODUCTS -COMP/OP AGG

1,000,000

50,000

5,000

1,000,000

2,000,000

2,000,000

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

ANY AUTO

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT
(Ea agcident)

OWNED
AUTOS ONLY

a1?i^ only

SCHEDULED
AUTOS

NON-OWNED
AUTOS ONLY

BODILY INJURY (Per person)

BODILY INJURY {Per accident)

PROPERTY DAMAGE
(Per accident)

UMBRELLA UAB

EXCESS UAB

OCCUR

CLAIMS-MADE

EACH OCCURRENCE

AGGREGATE

RETENTION $

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' UABIUTY

ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?
(Mandatory In NH)

If yes, describe under
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below

Y/N

□

PER
STATUTE

OTH-
ER

N/A
E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT

Director & Officer

Dishonesty Bond
ADONHF1677604A2

F210837

08/30/2025

08/30/2025

08/30/2026

08/30/2026

Limit

Limit

1,000,000
25,000

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS I LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached If more space Is required)

Certificate holder is named as additional insured on the general liability
as required by written contract

CERTiFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATiON

NHDEPEN

NH Department of Energy
21 South Fruit St, Suite 10
Concord, NH 03301

1

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

ACORD 25 (2016/03) © 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATiON. Ail rights reserved.
The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD


