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Department of State
Programs, Services and Functions

Administration

•  Keeper of Great Seal, attests Governor's signature and affixes the seal to all official documents. (RSA

5:5)

Engrossing private acts. (RSA 5:10; 14:8)

Attends Governor and Council meetings, records minutes, keeps register of all actions of Governor and

Council. (Const, of N.H., Pt. 2, Art. 68)

Prepares extradition and rendition papers. (RSA 612:23)

Receives and keeps on file any filings made pursuant to: RSA 5-B Pooled Risk Management, RSA 447

Mechanics Liens, RSA 359-D Credit Service Organizations, and RSA 53-A Agreements between

Governmental Units.

Performs certain clerical responsibilities for the Ballot Law Commission and Board of Claims. (RSA

5:13)

Prepares and issues all Notary Public and Justice of the Peace Commissions as well as Commissioner

of Deeds Commissions. (RSA 5:10 and 456-B)

Keeps a record of all Notary Public's and Justices of the Peace who will be performing e-notarizations

and/or remote notarizations.

Keeps a record of all technology providers for e-notarizations and/or remote notarizations.

Prepares commissions for persons appointed to special boards by Governor and Council. (RSA 5:10)

Issues special marriage licenses for out-of-state ministers and priests to perform marriages in this state

(RSA 457:32) and for unordained ministers. (RSA 457:31)

Issues special marriage licenses for judges.

Issues one-time special marriage licenses for individuals.

Issues licenses for Bonded Warehouses. (RSA 348)

Indexes and files highway records. (RSA 233:16, 17; 228:4)

Records all Treasury bonds and notes.

Files city charters. (RSA 44:1-a)

Files names, powers and boundaries of village districts. (RSA 52:24)

Files records of perambulation of town lines. (RSA 51:4)

Maintains file of private detective surety bonds. (RSA 106-E:5)

Receives claims for Board of Claims and makes payment to approved claimants. (RSA 541-B)

Issues Apostilles and Certificates. (RSA 5-C)

Lobbyists - registers lobbyists.

Records lobbyists reports filed quarterly (receipts and expenditures) (RSA 15)

Prepares Justice of the Peace and Notary Public Manual with approval of Attorney General (RSA

455:17) {79 pages}

•  Receives and keeps on file all Registrations and Annual Reports for Petroleum Sales Prepaid Contracts

(RSA 339:79)

Elections/ Legislative Division

•  Administers state elections, prints ballots and election forms, instructs local election officials. (RSA

652-668)

•  Prepares forms, and keeps on file receipts and expenditures filed under RA 664; Gifts & Honorariums
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filed by RSA 15-B, and Financial Disclosure form required by Ethics Committee. (RSA 14-B, RSA 15-A

and RSA 12-G)

Serves legislature as required, engrosses all bills passed by the legislature, keeps permanent files of all

bills introduced. (Const, of N.H., Pt. 2, Art. 68)

Prepares forms & records reported by Boards & Commissions. (RSA 21-G)

Publishes the Manual for the General Court (Red Book). (RSA 20:5)

Publishes the New Hampshire Election Laws. (RSA 39,40, 655-671)

•  Prints NH Constitution.

Prepares and distributes with the approval of the Attorney General the Political Calendar and the

Election Procedure Manual

•  Receives filings of candidacy for all political offices at Presidential Primary, Direct Primary and General

Elections and Special Elections. (RSA 655:17; 655:48)

•  Reviews and approves all proposed amendments on revisions to municipal charters for conformity with

state law. (RSA 49-B)

•  Complies with mandates in the Federal Help America Vote Act (HAVA) Public Law 107-252

Corporations Division

•  Reserves names of domestic corporations and limited liability companies. (RSA 293-A:4.02; RSA 304-
C:27)

•  Examines and records all corporations and LLCs, issues corporate charters, receives annual returns
from all corporations and LLCs doing business in the state. (RSA 293-A; RSA 304-C))

•  Collects annual returns, annual fees and penalties from all corporations. (RSA 293-A: 1.35)
•  Administratively dissolves domestic corporations and LLCs that have failed to file annual reports for two

consecutive years; issues notice of revocation of certificate of authority to foreign corporations and
LLCs for failure to file annual report within 60 days of its due date. (RSA 293-A: 14.21; RSA
293-A: 15.31; RSA 304-C: 137; RSA 304-C: 184)
Records voluntary (nonprofit) corporations and associations and renewals of charter; notify
corporations whose charter has been revoked for failure to file renewal. (RSA 292)
Records appointments of agents for service of process by voluntary corporations and non-filing entities
(RSA 5:15-0)
Records benefit corporations and annual benefit reports (RSA 293-C)
Keeps records of all foreign partnerships, collects fees. (RSA 305-A)
Notifies all foreign partnerships that have failed for two consecutive years to pay the fees required that
they will be suspended. (RSA 305-A:2-c)
Records trademarks, service marks, insignias and log marks. (RSA 302; RSA 350-A; RSA 453:1)
Registers trade names and issues certificates for same. Notifies registrants of expiration date. (RSA
349)

Issues certificates under seal. (RSA 5:10)
Records filings and conducts searches under Uniform Commercial Code. (RSA 382-A)
Receives service of process on corporations and out-of-state defendants. (RSA 406-B:5; RSA 510:4)
Keeps records of all Investment Trusts. (RSA 293-B)
Keeps records of professional corporations. (RSA 294-A)
Keeps records of Limited Liability Partnerships. (RSA 304-A)
Keeps records of Cooperative Marketing and Rural Electrification Associations and Consumers'
Cooperative Associations (RSA 301; RSA 301-A)
Files notices of intent to register Decentralized Autonomous Organizations (DAG) and issues legal
entity identifier numbers (RSA 301-B: 12, eff. July 1, 2025)
Keeps records of Limited Partnerships. (RSA 304-B)

Keeps records of Limited Liability Corporations. (RSA 304-C)
Keeps records of Professional Limited Liability Corporations. (RSA 304-D)
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•  Prepares and distributes materials and decal for businesses related to service animals (RSA 5;15-b)
•  Files cable television franchise agreements and renewals and collects fees (RSA 53-C:3-f)

Bureau of Securities Regulation

Provides for annual licensing of agents, broker-dealers, and investment advisers. (RSA 421-B, Art. 4)
Receives licensed broker-dealers financial statement each year. (RSA 421-B, Article 4)
Examines New Hampshire-licensed broker-dealers, investment advisers, and branch offices of those
entities. (RSA 421-B, Article 4)
Provides licensing of various securities products. (RSA 421-B, Article 3)
Conducts investigations and initiates enforcement actions against entities in violation of applicable
securities law. (RSA 421-B, Articles 5 and 6)
Provides a fee schedule for licenses, renewals, and registrations. (RSA 421-B Article 6)
Cooperates with, provides guidance to, and engages in active participation with other state and federal
securities agencies. (RSA 421-B:6-608)
Disclosure of Security Takeovers. (RSA 421-A)
Pooled Risk Management Programs. (RSA 5-B)

Archives and Records Management

•  Establishes and maintains programs for the orderly transferal, reference accessibility, and disposal of
records with the various state agencies. (RSA 5)

•  Accepts, arranges, describes and makes available to researchers the public archives of permanent
historical value.

•  Advises and assists state agencies and municipal officials with records retention programs. (RSA 5)
•  Services the New Hampshire Historical Records Advisory Board. (RSA 5)
•  Services the New Hampshire Municipal Records Board. (RSA 33-A)
•  Provides guidance to data collectors pursuant to this chapter.

Division of Vital Records Administration

•  Provides access to vital records and vital records data while assuring the privacy of all New Hampshire
citizens.

•  Outlines the confidentiality requirements for vital records.
•  Sets forth the procedures, conditions, and criteria for release of information regarding vital records data

and statistics.

•  Enforces the provisions of this chapter in regard to the collection, maintenance, and dissemination of
vital records information.

•  Provides guidance to data collectors pursuant to this chapter.
•  Describes the informational requirements of the forms used by the division of vital records for the

collection of vital records information.

•  Establishes, in conjunction with the department of health and human services, the procedures,
conditions, and criteria for release of information regarding vital records data and statistics for health-
related research pursuant to RSA 126:24-d.



Department of State
Receipts and Expenditures - Administration and Elections

General Fund Expenditures

Permanent Personnel

Current Expense

Equipment

Other Personal Services

Benefits

Travel In-State

Travel Out-of-State

Computer Expenses

Elections*

Red Books**

TOTAL

*State primary and general election held every other year.

** Red book Is printed biennially In the odd-numbered years.

As of June 30, 2025

$562,625

$16,752

$oT
$1,925 1

$257,220 f
$35 1
$0i
$0

$140,555

$39,767

$1,018,879

As of June 30, 2024

$562,038

$12,117

$0

$3,828

$244,304

$223

$0

$0

$159,941

$233

$982,684

General Fund Receipts

As of June 30, 2025 As of June 30, 2024

Generai Fund Fees and

Registrations for Department
$48,691,203 $49,027,531



Elections

Annual Report - Fiscal Year 2025

In FY 2025, the Secretary of State, in cooperation with local election officials, continued to implement new
election laws for state and municipal elections, and provided training to election officials, staff and poll workers.
The office devoted resources to maintaining the accessible voting system for voters with print disabilities,
working with all users of the statewide voter registration database to set up new users, control access, reset
passwords, answer questions about election laws, follow all election law changes, policies and procedures,
and troubleshoot problems.

In cooperation with local election officials, the Secretary of State's Office conducted an inquiry on challenged
voter affidavits, domicile affidavits and qualified voter affidavits signed by voters in the second half of 2024 and
first half of 2025 as entered in the statewide voter registration database by local election officials.

The Secretary of State used the statewide voter registration system, an election management system, web
reporting tools, and training programs to carry out the Help America Voter Act (HAVA), the Military and
Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE), and the 2024 Election Administration and Voting Survey (EAVS).

The office also implemented 2024 election legislation, responded to legal challenges and court decisions, and
executed the following:

a. Created an election management system that can more efficiently produce 640 different types of ballots
for the State Primary, plus 320 ballot types for the General Election in an election cycle, printer-ready
ballots, UOCAVA ballots, accessible voting system (AVS) ballots-on-demand, AVS voice ballots, AVS
visual user interface ballots, accessible ballots for those who have print disabilities, up-to-date
candidate lists, and reports of election results. This ensured compliance with federal and state laws and
deadlines.

b. Programmed candidate and column rotations, distributed candidate data to ballots, prepared
procedures and reports, delivered equipment and rolled out training for the one4all accessible voting
system, relying on commercial off-the-shelf hardware to mark a pre-printed ballot (to protect voter
privacy) from the accessible voting system.

c. Worked with clerks and supervisors of the checklist to research and merge duplicate voters and follow
up with these officials.

d. Worked with clerks and supervisors in continuing their training and guidance relative to USPS 28
Publication on addressing and implementing two National Change of Address (NCOA) lists for election
officials.

e. Worked with a vendor and IT to revise a report for voters who moved to New Hampshire, so
notifications could be sent to other Secretary of State's Offices. Notices were mailed periodically, and
the office is working with some states to deliver them electronically.

f. Worked with a vendor and clerks on the accessible online absentee ballot system to enable people with
print disabilities to vote absentee from a location of their choice. Clerks validate the absentee request
and contact the Secretary of State's Office, which sends the necessary information and forms to the
voter after validation of the ballot and links.

g. Trained clerks and provided posters to educate voters about the Secretary of State's website that
enables voters to: (i) determine whether they are registered to vote, (ii) find their clerk, polling place
location and official polling hours, (iii) determine their absentee ballot status if they are an absentee
voter, (iv) if their absentee ballot has been rejected and the reason for the rejection; and (v) view a
sample ballot for the upcoming election.



h. Worked with moderators, select boards, and clerks to upgrade and improve polling places as needed to

ensure that all the state's polling places are accessible and appear on the Secretary of State's voter

Information look-up website.

i. To ensure compliance with federal and state election laws, the Secretary of State maintains and
delivers different training formats and programs to roughly 6,000 election officials. We offered in-person
training and attended in-person workshops and meetings, while still offering zoom meetings and on-
demand webinars to better assist our election officials. These included the following sessions:

(1) SVRS (Statewide Voter Registration System)- New training for clerks, supervisors of the
checklist, deputies and assistants - July 2024 (six classes) and June 2025 (seven classes):

(2) NH City and Town Clerk's Association Fall Conference - October 2024;

(3) NH City and Town Clerk's Association New Clerk's Workshop - New clerks, deputies and
assistants - April 2025;

(4) NH City and Town Clerk's Association Regional Meetings - Clerks, deputies and assistants -
four locations across the state - May/June 2025;

(5) 2024 Summer Election Law Training Sessions - on the road training at 15 locations throughout
the state - July/August 2024;

(6) Webinars and Zoom meetings for state and local elections - Offered on-demand webinars as
well as live question and answer sessions:

a. 2024 Election Law - What is New, 2024 Primary and General

b. 2024 Communicating with Voters with a Disability

c. 2024 Communicating with Voters, De-escalation for Primary and General

d. 2024 Ballot Clerk Training for State Primary - Paper Check-in

e. 2024 Ballot Clerk Training for State Primary - Electronic Poll Book-Poll Pad Check-in

f. 2024 Ballots and Absentee Materials, Boxing, Sealing and Storing, State Primary and

General

g. 2024 Line Management for State Primary and General

h. 2024 Affidavit Ballots

i. 2024 Reconciliation and Post Election Certificate - Primary

j. 2024 Ballot Clerk Training for State General - Paper Check-in

k. 2024 Ballot Clerk Training for State General - Electronic Poll Book

I. 2024 Verifying Absentee Ballots Are Processed

m. 2024 Election Night Paperwork

n. 2024 General Election Cross-Endorsed Candidates

0. 2025 Town, School, Village District Elections - Ballot Clerk Training Paper Check-in

p. 2025 Town, School, Village District Elections - Electronic Poll Book Check-in

q. VotingWorks device Zoom training - for cities/towns who utilize these electronic ballot

counting devices

r. Microsoft Teams call with local elections officials relative to the implementation of

HB1569 and feedback from the General Election

s. Two Moderator's Retreats - Held two sessions for moderators to interact with our office

and fellow moderators prior to local elections

j. Published and distributed the new Election Procedure Manual (EPM) electronically to all election officials.
Provided hard copies to moderators, clerks and other election officials upon request.



k. Created comprehensive hov\/-to instructions, forms and procedures compiled and updated in the SVRS
system including, but not limited to, local election guidelines, absentee ballot processes, ballot clerk
procedures, NCOA procedures, electronic poll pads, UOCAVA processing and guidelines, 2024 State
Primary and General Elections procedures, and required forms.

I. Continued working on comprehensive how-to-instructions on navigating the new statewide voter
registration system.

m. Updated the Secretary of State's election website with new forms and procedures.

n. Enacted changes within SVRS dealing with legislation passed affecting elections, the candidate absentee
ballot list, (HB1126) and eliminating voter identification exceptions (HB1569). Issued guidance and created
new forms in line with new legislation.

0. Worked with IT staff to prepare all accessible voting system tablets to send to each town and city for local
elections following a legislation change (HB1264), which requires an accessible voting system to be used
in all local elections. Staff prepared tablet programming guidance, a pilot agreement, security and storage
guidance, shipping instructions and all instructions needed for successful operations of the tablet in local
elections. Elections staff also held a question-and-answer session with our vendor and local election
officials relative to the use of the system for their local elections and then issued guidance from that
session.

p. Issued an RFP to upgrade our accessible voting system and held a public demonstration so that key
stakeholders could come view and test the systems that could be under consideration.

q. Sent out a survey to town and school clerks in June 2025 relative to telecommunications options available
at their polling locations.

r. Sent direct communications to users on new and revised forms and procedures, including but not limited
to, MOVE Act notices, including the FPCA flowchart and qualifications of a UOCAVA voter and 45-day
countdown, election law changes, FIAVA reporting, cybersecurity reminders, including but not limited to
phishing and ransomware, and other communioations as needed for election officials.



Corporation Division and Uniform Commercial Code Section
New Business Creations

Filing Type FY2025 FY2024 FY2023 FY2022 FY2021 FY2020

New Hampshire
Corporations 746 759 700 734 724 635

Nonprofits 591 523 557 449 445 426

Ltd. Liability Companies 16,279 16,186 15,747 14,704 14,426 10,320

Trade Names 5,509 5,460 5,616 6,027 6,755 5,969

Trade Name Renewals 5,597 5,398 5,091 5,151 5,533 5,266

Limited Partnerships 23 26 23 22 29 27

Trademarks 175 142 181 149 ■157 153

Ltd. Liability Partnerships 53 60 : 51 54 68 46

Foreign
Corporations 1,366 1,365 1,488 1,529 1,461 1,127
Nonprofits 127 99 126 119 78 93
Ltd. Liability Companies 2,095 2,110 2,032 2,022 1,866 1,383
Ltd. General Partnerships '  28 30 31 30 30 12
Ltd. Liability Partnerships 18 15 22 17 7 11

Uniform Commercial Code
Initial Filings 16,767 17,670 19,059 20,416^ 22,736 21,980
Searches 11,849 13,509 12,941 14,198 14,409 12,492

Total Revenues (Unrestricted)
OOO's 4,855 4,987 5,008 4,520 4,569 4,194

Corporations Division Summary - Fiscal Year 2025

In fiscal year 2025, the Corporations Division advanced and supported the passage of HB406, a bill requested
by the Office to address fraudulent business filings and strengthen requirements for individuals serving as
registered agents. Beginning January 1, 2026, the Division will now have the authority to remove unauthorized
changes to a company's business records, as well as cancel businesses that can't be found at the address
used when the entity was formed.

From May 18-21, 2025, New Hampshire hosted the 48th Annual Conference of the International Association of
Commercial Administrators (lACA), welcoming over 200 attendees from all over the world, including 35 U.S.
jurisdictions. The three-day event, held at the Doublelree by Hilton in downtown Manchester, featured
speakers and workshops on ways to fight business identity fraud, create data standards, and share best
practices for business registries.



Division of Archives and Records Management
Acquisitions to the Records Collections Added Fiscal Year 2024

Archival software, Archlvera by Lucidea, is in the implementation process. This software will replace the
various databases that have been utilized to organize our collections, and it will be publicly accessible on our
website. Moreover, this database has a digital collections component, which will allow us to meet the
requirements of RSA 5:30.

Our new records management software, Zasio, was implemented. Zasio will allow us to keep better track of
record requests and circulation, facilitating better customer service to state agencies.

A concentrated effort has been placed on expanding outreach efforts for the Archives, with the State Archivist
conducting school visits, giving building tours, and providing social media content. We also hosted two exhibits
at the New Hampshire State House—one to commemorate the 50'^ anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War
and another to display the Dunlap Broadside of the Declaration of Independence.

Outreach to our state agencies has also increased. With the implementation of the new records management
system, agencies were given access to their catalog of boxes stored at the State Archives for the first time.

We held our second naturalization ceremony at the Archives on June 20'^ to coincide with Ratification Day.
Governor Ayotte, City of Concord Mayor Byron Champlin, Secretary Scanlan, and the State Archivist all spoke
during the ceremony. Twenty-six individuals became New Americans. We will continue to host a ceremony
annually on or around June 21, the anniversary of when New Hampshire became the ninth and deciding state
to ratify the US Constitution.

We also held our second annual open house and free lecture to celebrate American Archives month. The State
Archivist pulled records for display and hosted a lecture on the history of witchcraft by Dr. Tricia Peone.

Several digitization projects have taken place over the last year. The two-decade long project of imaging
legislative committee records has continued.

Several buildings were assisted with moving by Archives staff. We are currently storing furniture for the
Legislative Office Building while their building is undergoing renovations.

The State Archives building is undergoing a large-scale HVAC project, impacting all agencies within it. The
project has been completed in phases to minimize the impact on services to our patrons.

The Archives Research Room hosted several meetings of the Ballot Law Commission, hearings for the Bureau
of Securities Regulations, and election recounts.

Acquisitions Added in FY 2025

•  Documents from New Hampshire Business Development Association from Margaret Cotter, former
Secretary

•  Christa McAuliffe documents and plans for the McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center
•  Exequaturs and letters from the collection of Ambassador Charles Borell

•  1923 School Board Certificate from Hazel McLaughlin

•  Documentation of Parks and Recreation activities through publication, public programing,
photography regarding Civilian Conservation Corps, Teddy Roosevelt, Old Man on the Mountain,
Fire on Mount Washington

•  Proclamation by Governor Kelly Ayotte regarding the 50'*^ anniversary of House Bill 73
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•  Cassette tape, photographs, and papers of former Representative and current Secretary of State,
David M. Scanlan

We received $601 in donations to the Preservation Fund.

Volunteers

Our volunteers continue to index and transcribe Strafford County Superior Court records from the 1700s and
1800s. These volunteers are in their 18"^ year of volunteering.
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Bureau of Securities Regulation
Annual Report - Fiscal Year 2025

The mission of the Bureau of Securities Regulation is to administer and enforce the N.H. Securities Act, RSA
421-B. Our focus is to protect and educate N.H. investors while balancing and promoting the integrity of
securities sales and capital formation in our state. The Bureau has an active period from 2024 to 2025,
particularly in enforcement and investor education.

Overall, market conditions have a direct impact on the expansion or contraction of brokerage and investment
advisory firms registered to conduct securities business in N.H. Fortunately, market conditions continue to be
favorable, and firms continue to expand coverage in the State with an increased number of broker dealer agent
representatives and investment advisors. The number of mutual fund registrations, however, is not rising as it
has in past years and remains stagnant.

The Bureau continues to carry out its mission with respect to educating investors about safe investing and
guarding against fraudulent offers. A team of educators from this office have been conducting speaking
engagements around the state targeting largely elderly populations. These outreach efforts will continue
through next fiscal year as we try to expand our reach to other vulnerable groups.

2025

2024

Revenue Expenses Fines

$43,564,315 $2,661,142 $2,012,235 ;

$43,946,091 $1,394,074 $1,787,207 !
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Division of Vital Records Administration

Annual Report - Fiscal Year 2025

The Division of Vital Records Administration (hereinafter "DVRA") oversaw and completed the registration of
several kinds of life events. Between July 1, 2024, and June 30, 2025 (hereinafter "FY 2025"), the number and
types of New Hampshire vital events/records saved in the state database are as follows:

Births

Deaths

Marriages
Opposite Gender
Same Gender

Divorces

Legal Separations
Annulments

Civil Union Dissolutions

12,365

14,084

9,391

8,974

417

3,421

43

7

0

The total revenue for FY 2025 was $189,125.00. This revenue represents 13,562 certificates issued by DVRA
staff. This includes 10,082 first copies, 3,461 additional copies, nine heirloom birth certificates, and 10
certificates of foreign birth. DVRA produced an additional 125 vital records for the Vermont Office of Child
Support through a pre-paid contract with that office.

DVRA and WSD, a software vendor, have collaborated to create a new, comprehensive electronic system,
called NHVRINp/tvs, to register vital records. NHVRINp/us builds upon the legacy NHVRIN system, which had
been in use since 2004. DVRA had previously worked with another software developer named CNSI. CNSI
had created the user registration process and the new death module in NHVRINp/us, both of which were
launched on September 23, 2020; these two features have transitioned to WSD for maintenance. The new
birth module was launched on August 22, 2022, and the new marriage module was launched on June 21,
2023.

After further collaboration between DVRA and WSD, the new divorce module, the new fetal death module, and
the rest of the global module were launched on November 20, 2024. These launches were successful, and
feedback from NHVRINp/us users has been positive. Now, the entire legacy NHVRIN system has transitioned
to the new NHVRINp/us.

The NeCOD app, which provides pronouncers and certifiers a means to use a mobile device to pronounce
and/or certify deaths, is no longer supported. NeCOD was removed from Apple Store and Google Play on
August 31, 2024. A new app needs to target Android 14 (API level 34) or higher. As a result, DVRA is working
with WSD to create a mobile-friendly NeCOD website, not an app which is downloaded, so that pronouncers
and certifiers can still use a mobile device to pronounce and/or certify deaths.
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Division of Vital Records Administration

Expenditures - Fiscal Year 2025

General Fund Expenditures

Permanent Personnel

Current Expense

Equipment

Other Personal Services

Benefits

Travel In-State

Travel Out-of-State

As of June 30, 2025

TOTAL

As of June 30, 2024

$442,914

$9,287

$0

$9,369 ;

$228,775

$0

$0

$690,345

$424,904

$11,705

$0

$19,473

$220,653

$0

$0

$676,735
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