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New Hampshire JAN 07 2026

Department of Agriculture,
Markets, and Food

Shawn N. Jasper, Commissioner

December 8, 2025

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Authorize the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food, to enter into a grant
agreement with Meredith Farm Growers LLC (VC# 172957), Meredith, NH, for the Resilient Food
Systems Infrastructure Program in the amount of $55,978.09, effective upon Governor and Council
approval through May 1, 2027. 100% Federal Funds.

Further authorize an advance payment in the amount of $55,978.09 to Meredith Farm Growers
LLC, Meredith, NH, in accordance with the terms of the agreement, effective upon Governor and
Council approval. 100% Federal Funds.

Funding is available in account Resilient Food Sys Infra as follows
FY 26
02-18-18-180010-28710000-072-502683 — Subaward Payments $55,978.09
EXPLANATION

The Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure Program is a USDA funded grant program intended to
serve middle-of-the-supply-chain needs to add value and provide more, new, and better markets
for locally or regionally produced food.

The funds are intended to support expanded capacity for the aggregation, processing,
manufacturing, storing, transporting, wholesaling, and distribution of tocally and regionally
produced food products.

This project will support Meredith Farm Growers LLC, Meredith, NH, to purchase specialized food
processing equipment. This project was selected by a review panel comprised of industry relevant
experts and subsequently approved by USDA to be aligned with the eligibility criteria for the
Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure Program.

The department has determined that the vendor is in good standing with the Secretary of State’s
Office, has secured the required level of insurance, and has provided evidence of authority to

1 Granite Place South, Suite 211, Concord, NH 03301
www.agriculture.nh.gov | (603) 271-3551
TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964



execute and be bound by the contract. Documents supporting these assertions are available at the
agency, for review upon request.

In the event that Federal Funds are no longer available, General Funds will not be requested to
support this program.

Respectfully submitted,

Shawn N. Jasper
Commissioner



FORM NUMBER G-1 (version 11/2021)

GRANT AGREEMENT

* The State of New Hampshire and the Grantee her eby

Mutually

agree ag follows:

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Identification and Definitions.

1.1. State Agency Name: 1.2, State Agency Address
Depastment of Agriculture, Markals, arid Food 1 Granile Place South, Concord, NH 03301
L.3. Grantee . 4, Grantoe Address
U{ mm%m ,@rzmdwflsqu Quarry Rowd, Metedth, NH 03283
.s C‘rantee Phone# | L6 Account Number | 1.7, Completion Date | 1, 8. Grant Linutaﬂon
603-279-3915 25710000 May 1, 2027 - §68 '678.09 ,

L9. Grant Ol‘mcer tor Stato Ageney
Joshua Marshall

1,10, Stm Ageney Telephone Number
803-271-8551

meeting vegu

e i G IS

if Grantee Is a mlmlalpehty ar village district: "By slgning ¢his form we cmﬂ‘y_.that e havg consplied wlth any public
Uy 20r accgptance of this gravit, inclnding it applicable REA 31395:0."

1. 12‘ Name & ’[‘iﬁe of G‘raute % Signor

L’i‘l L. Gmmtce Signﬁture 1

rantee S;gngntu re 2

A aplAd il
T Petittp o mE0E] '*Name & Tiﬂe of Granteo Slgnov 2

/ﬂ/{fw,%,z

- -G;ux:tca Slgnature 3-_ S

Name & Titlo of Gruntec $gnor 3

113 State. Agen SIgnature(s)
5'} ont Lokt

P04, Nama &; Thle of State Agency Mgnor(s)
Shae) A dpsren.  Commiss coven.

1,18, Approva@Atftarney General {Forim,

5 ff-B. Suale—

Sub siiiiice ang mecmtom (ﬂ'ﬂ &C npprwal reqqiml)

‘Asgistant Attoruey Geuex‘nl. On' rz J 11/ w28

1.16. Approval by Gmrernor aud Council (if applicable)

On: Py

JF WORK: In exchange for gram funds provided by the Staie of Now Hampshire, scting
mrough the Agency 1denut‘ad in blogk 1.1 (hereinafter referred to as “the State”),

raitae.

-~ Identified in block 1.3-(heveinafter referred to 45 “the Grantce’ "), shall perform that wok identified and
maore particularly deseribetd in the scope of work attached hersto as EXHIBIT B (the scope of work

being hereinafter referied to as “the Project”).
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Exhibit A, Special Provisions

Al If the date for commencement for Exhibit A precedes the Effective Date all services performed
by the Grantes between the commencement date and the Effoctive Date shall be performed at the sole
risk of the Grantee and in the event that this Agreement does not become effective, the State shall be
under no obligation to pay the Grantee for aay costs incurred or services performed.

Exhibit B, Scope of Work

8. The grantee shait utitize awarded Resilient Food Systems tnfrastructure Program (RESI) funds
(USDA-AMS Award #23RFSINHO012) for project titled “Mouiton Farm Acquisition & Installation of Flash
Freezer and Marual Cutter for Value-added Produce Production” to purchase speciatized food
processing equipment as detailed in the grantee’s Grant Proposal as approved by USDA, which is hereby
incorporated by reference.

B.2 Outcomes shall be measured in accordance with the Expected Performance Measures saction of

the grantee’s Grant Pronosal, increasing capacity in the middle of the supply chain and econamic
viahility of localfregional producers and processors.

B3 Compliance. Al project work shial be managed by the grantee who shall be responsible for alf
nroject development and oversight, This incluaes adhering (o applicable federal grant uniform
administrative requirements as specified in the Code of Federat Regulations and other tederai
requirements as follows:

(8

Grant funds awarded Lo state, local, and Tribal governments; public and private colleges
and umversities: and non-profit organizations are subject te the Uniform Administrative
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Fedoral Awards contained in
2 CER part 200 and 2 CFY part 400.

Geant funds swarded to fede: al goverament entities ara subject to the Uniform
Administrative Requiceménts and Cost Principles for Federal Awards centained in 2 CFR
part 200 and 2 CFR part 400.

Grant funds awarded (e For-Profit Qiganizations aie subsdl to tae Unireim
Administrative Requirements contained in 2 CFR part 200 and 2 CFR part 400, and the
Cost Principles contained in the Federal Acquisition Regulation {FAR) Subpart 31.2,
Contracts with Commercial Organizations, codified at 48 CFR 31,2,

Recipients are responsible for the consistent application ot the Federal regulations to
the RESI prant funds including the USDA AMS General Terms and Conditions and the
RISt Program Specific Terms and Conditions.

‘the CER is accessible on the National Archives and Records Administration wehsite and
in the Electronic Coce of Federal Regulations at www.ectr gov.

3.4 Prior Approval Requirements: To make any changes to proposed equipment purchases, the
erantae must submit @ wiitten request detailing the desired changes and oblain written approval from
the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food (DAMF). Certain changes may also
recuire approvals from the US Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service and or
Governor and Executive Council.



B.5 Reporting/Monitoring: The grantee will submit documentation to DAMF coniirming the
purchase of eligible eouipment as detaited in the grantee’s Grant Proposal as approved by USDA, The
granteg is required to submit an Annual Performance Repoit {template provided by USDA-AMS) during
each year of the projnct. Grantee is alwo suhject to monitoring site wisits from DAMF andfor University of
New Hampshire Cooperative Extension staft.

B.6 Records: Record retention and accessibility is governed by 2 CFR 200.333 and 200.337. The
grantee must retain financial records, project records, and supnorting docuinents for a period of three

years from the date the Grant Agreement is dosed

Exhibit C, Payment

G.1 The State shali disburse 2 maximum of $55,978.09 for the purposes of the project described in
Exhibit B ag an advance disbursement.

C2 Payment Process: In order to receive payment, Grantee must first be registered with the New
Hampshire Dapartment of Administrative Services {DAS} {or a State of New Hampshire vendor number.
i Grantee already has a vendor number and supphed it to DAMF, initial payment will be made once we
receive Governos and Council approval. if Grantee dues not alicady have a vendor number. registration
s available at:

I Sttt ety o kv iostse syl 0 3o 2 welconlinaiams

A
( = if Jui vl
ol T Th LAV YE NG 2y

[ Method of Disbursement: Payment by the State shall be completed by check or Electronic
Funds Transfer [“EFT"} in accordance with the vendor registration.



State of New Hampshire

Department of State
CERTIFICATE

1. David M, Seanlen, Secretary of State of the Staes of Nod | umnpshive, do hercby certify that MEREDITH FARM GROWERS,
LLC is o New Hampshire Limited Linbility Conpany regustered ta wansact busingss jn New Hampshire on November 13, 2005, 1
funiher contify that all feos and documents requited by the Seeretary of Stue’s office have bove reeeved and s in poud sandng as

fir a5 this office ix concerned.

pi*\d Sy !1) 453087
Certificate Number: 00473286382

IN THSTIMONY WHEREQE,

{ hiereio sel my hand and cause 10 be affixed
the Sent of the State of New Hampshire,
this 1ith duy of Novemnber A.D. 2025,

o

( \"‘9% Q.

Praved M. Scantan

Sceretary of State




(Linnted pareiership; Linited liahility professional
L . i parineeship or LLC)
Certificate of Authaority # 3

Limited Partnership or L.1,C Certification of Authoriiy

l/"

\
L2 ) L /"(5’ Jmon , hereby certify that [ am the sole Paviner, Member or
(Nasite) 1

Maunager and the sole officer of Measy \"l't(/’f 12, 1"%((&0_@81:111&({ linbility partnership
(Name of Partner, ship or L1LC)

under RSA 304-B, a limited liability professional partnership under RSA 304-D, or a limited
liability compauy under RSA 304-C.

[eertify thai  am authorized to bind the parinership or LLC. T further certify that i 1s
understoad that the State of New Hampshire will rely on this certificate as evidence that the
person lisied above currently occupics the position indicated and that they bave full authorily
to bind the partnership or LLC and that this authorizalion shall remain valid for thirty (30)

days from the date of this Corporate Resolution.

n f

£\ L &l Py
w\alzozs ATTEST: | \(t_. & -'*J(LTM"“ ¥

DATED:
LYY -‘\ IName & Title




— . MEREFAR-01 e CDINATALE
Ao CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE " aisrazs

REFRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

THIS CERTIFICATE 1S ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALYER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED

IMPORTANT: 11 the wariifioats holdar s an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy{ies) must bave ADDITIGNAL INSURED provisions or bo endorsed.
¥ SUBROGATION 1S WAIVED, subject to the terms and canditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsemont. A statemont on
this certlficate does not confer rights to the cortificate holder in liou of such sudorsemant{s).

PRODUCER 1 A, : o
£AK
glgrvégf’t(lg l&suranco Agency ?8N@§ﬂ}(GQ§L7074322 . {AJC, Ney,
2 Lake Stroet . = v et
Meredith, NH 03253 [ INSURERIS] APFURDING COVERAGE - r S L A
. wsuner A Acadia Insurance Company 131325
THSUKED | mepare g National Casualty Company T——
Meredith Farm Growers, LLC i .H eclalty nsurance Co
Moutton Farm & John Moulton .ibfﬁ!!*ﬁﬁ&.ﬁﬂ,wﬁa.Sp__ﬁ_@ll., suranceCo s =
18 Quarry Rd. | BISURER D B —
Meredith, NH 03253 NSUREHE: . i i
S | INSURER K |
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USDA Agricultural Marketing Service

B S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

it RiSt Eqrapawent-Oniy Grant Proposel should inctude o project narvaive that descrives the averail scope of the project and how it aligns
e e nrion Applicants must attach documentation to substantiate the costs of each picce of equipment,
which can include contracts, catalog pricing, or binding quotes provided by license commercial entities.
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. = =

rat New Hlampshire .

Malling Address {1 dulerent from above)

Surel »am

PRIMARY POINT OF CONTACT

% il ’ RS —Y, Wi s drowy opindence and 1y resp ole for supnsng any dorumeniation s!’ﬂ.’d!fl’i.vﬂ’ it he

Name: john E. Moulton .
Tith Managing Member, Mervedith Farmn Growers LLC o B
prone e [ —

tmail Address: ‘mf-nw"l("J!tonf’:rm &Ll



DISTRESSED COMMUNITIES INDEX

Using the Distressed Comuunitics inidox Map, provide the community distress score for the county{ics) beaejiting from yaue project.
Note: US. Territories are not required to subwnit Distressed Cormunitics Index data,
Click the + or - button to odd or remove items as needzd,

FOR EXAMPLE:

Courity 1: Enter County reme Distrozs Scorel: Furey County Distress Score

County I: Enter County nome Distress Score2: Enter County Distress Score
+ County Distress Score
- Belknap Comiortable (32.1)

1

TYPE OF APPLICANT
Select applicant gy pe:

DX Agriculural producers or processors, or groups of agricultural producers and processars,

I‘nr-profit entitics uperating middle-of-the-supply-chalr activities such as processing, aggreg ifion. of distribution of targeted

X agricultural products, whose sctivities are primarily {ocused {or the benetic ol {ocal and vegional producers, and that meet the eligibility
requirements of the SRA small business size standards are eligible. For more information on these swe standards, please visit SBA's
Size Standards webpage, Tor a guick check on whether von husiness gualifies, please use the Sive Standards Tool.

i Nonprofit organizations operating middie-ol-the-supply-chain activities such as processing, aggregation, distibution of ravgeted
agriculturai products '
i Lucal government entitivs ¢perating middle-ot thie=ipply -hain activities such as processiz, negregation, distribution of targered
agricultural preducts

r=
[ Tribal gevernments operating middle-of-the-sunply-chain activities such as processing, agg epation, distribution of targeted
agriculiural produds.
institutions such as schools, universities, or hospitals bringing producers together to establish cooperative vr shared infrastructure or
invest in equiprent that will benetit multiple producers middie ot the-supply-cham activides such as processing, aggregation,
distribution of targeted agricultural produgt.

Provide a descriptive project title in 15 words or lessm the space below.

§Motzlt011 Farm acquisition & installation of flash freezer and manual cutter for value added produce
ipmduction.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

if vossible) description of your project. A Project Summary includes:

1. Thename of the applicant ergenization that if awarded o gront will establish an agreemens or contractual relativuship with the State
Applicant to lead and cxecute the project,

2. Theproject’s purpose, defiverables, and expected outcomes ond

3. Adescription of the general tasks/activides 1o lie completed during the project periad to fulfill this goal

The purpose of this project is to ensure safe and adequate storage of foods preserved by freezing. To
fulfill this stated objective, Meredith Farm Growers LLC will oversee the design, acquisition, and
provide the facility to houss A new energy efficient blast chilier freezer and manual cutter.




The purpose will be to store and preserve by freezing frutts and vegetables from Mowlton Farm as well
as partner farms that supply products to the farm. This preservation practice will enable participating
farms to utilize and benefit from heavy production periods to advance the availability of local food
stuffs into the slower or non-producing (growing) seasons making available local food to the farms or
processing in the farm's commercial kitchen.

John Mouiton, managing member of Meredith Farm Growers LLC will oversee the construction of the
blast freezer unit and cutter. Drawing from years of experience on similar projects, john will rely on
the services of previously utilized suppliers, HVAC contractor, and electrician to bring the project to
completion. All suppliers and trades professionals have been briefed and will be ready to deliver their
components to the project. To implement and deplay the additional task of preservation, there will be
an increase in the number of hours required for field harvest, wash house preparation, and final pack
out. The estimated number of FTE hours required could be 30.5 per week during the season,

PROJECT PURPOSE

OPERATIONS IDENTIFIER

Provide where within the Middle of the Supply Chatn the rcquested equipinent be used:
[X Processing

£4 Agaregation

X} Listribution

{_] Value Added Production

Other ’ i

TYPE OF AGRICULTUREAL FOOD PRODUCTS PROCESSED WITH THE EQUIPMENT?

g Remove Product Row |

[ Add Prod&&Rnw ;
. . —

# i Product Type |
1 T o Bh.:c'henym -

i Sirawberry

3 Snap Beans

4 Broceoli

5 Cauliflower

6 Sweet Corn

7 o Shell/Snap Pea




H Product Type

H Squash

SCOPE OF WORK

PLEASE DESCRIBE THE CURRENT BUSINESS OPERATIONS INCLUDING SERVICES BEING OFFERED IN THE
GEOGRAPHIC FOCUS AREA.

Meredith Farm Growers LLC is doing business as Moulton Farm. The farm is an experienced 70-acre
grower of {resh fruits and vegetables, commercial kitchen operator, hydroponic and ernamental
greenhouse producer retailing and wholesaling the farms own production and products from multiple
partner farms through a very busy on site farm market in Meredith, NH. Certainly, the farm can be
identified as a food hub for the northern Lakes Region Area. Local and regional residents, partner
farms, restaurants, food banks, school “Got Lunch” programs, and nonprofit food distribution groups all
benefit from the farm's production.

Every day the farm process hundreds of pounds of fresh produce throu gh it's modern processing
facility. The produce is cleaned, washed, packed and prepared for resale or shipping. Some product
also enters the food chain through value added processing in the farms commercial kitchen. Some
product is also processed and stored for future sales,

IPLEASE DESCRIBE THE SPECIFIC NEED THAT THE REQUESTED EQUIPMENT WILL ADDRESS.

The flash freezer will allow for an econoniical way to prepats to store products to later be sold in -
frozen form or processed in commercial kitchens. Product will come from partner farms as well as
Moulton Farm. Countless examples can be identified; strawberries frozen to be processed lor jams,
whole kernel corn for shepherds pie, individual packets of peas and beans for fall and winter sales...the
list is endless. This translates to being able to preserve lacal production during the peak of the growing
season, when weather conditions mayv and will bring about excess production.

During this heavy production season it's difficult Lo efficiently prepare a finished product because of
such heavy farm labor demands. The efficiency and foad safe handling that the flash freezer will insure,
will help to prevent farm produce from spoiling, by storing in frozen form, product for use later in value
added production.

PLEASE DESCRIBE THE IMPACT THIS EQUIPMENT WILL HAVE ON LOCAL AND REGIONAL PRODUCERS, MARKE'i:]
OUTLETS, AND MORE. l

Meredith Farm Growers DBA Moulton Farm operates an established and diversified fruit and vegetable l
farm. The farm depends on its own production as well as sourcing products from-over forty local farms
and food processors. The farm offers and supplies produce to over 15 outlets in the area including
school to lunch programs, food banks, and restaurants. The impact of this equipment will be to
increase, through production or acquisition of food stuffs, the availability of product farther down the

food supply system than just the fresh harvest period.




iESTlMATE THE NUMBER OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL PRODUCERS IMPACTED.

i
— |

9

DOES THIS PROJECT DIRECTLY BENEFIT:
Check box for all that apply below

[[] Underserved farmers and ranchers?
[] New and beginning tarmers and ranchers?

[] Veteran Producers?

[] Processors or other middle-of-the-supply husinesses owned by socially disadvantaged individuals?

EXPECTED PERFORMANCE MEASURES

The cutcomes and perforniance measures below

tow provide a framewaork thot ollows gront recipients to track and evaliote praject activities.
Please provide expected snmbers hused on the projects scope 6f wark. Select N7A 1f noi applicable to e spevifie project,

OUTCOME 2: CAPACITY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN FOR LOCAL/REGIONAL FOOD PRODUCTS

Indicator ] Description ’ Expected Numbers , N/A
z._'_?. M Numoer of processing equipment un?ﬁurcha#ed'.ér;d“i';létz'!lé}*:f 1y h M
25 Number of aggregation, storage, distribution equipment units O
l purchaseq and instalied:

OUTCOME 3: INCREASE ECONOMIC VIABILITY OF LOCAL/REGIONAL PRODUCERS AND PROCESSORS

Indicator Description ! Expected Numbers N/A
§2 ‘ Number of local/regional agricuitural producers who benefited
{rom the new or improved processing/aggregation/storage or 9 N
distribution capacity:
3.3 Number of new lo'cé‘l/regicnal products processed, aggregated, B 0]
stored or distributed: — |y — ——
3.4 Number of new value-added products developed: 8 7
l3.5 Number of new market-outfets established: 1 I
BUDGET NARRATIVE

Please be sure 1o list and justify oll expenses to be covered. If applicable, cnsure that you have mcluded Critical Resources and Infrostrocture
lecter(s) to support the application information,

wn



EQUIPMENT

Deseribe any speciel purpose equipinent to be purchased under the grant. “Special puypose equipmient” such as such as, canners, huliing

processors, reverse osmosis svsteis, cgq packing machines, flotation tanks, ruasters, or other processing equipment, packing and lobeling
equiprnent, or delivery vehicles

. Acquisition Funds
H 3

+ 7 Equipment [tem Purchase Price Date Réquested
L HGW~M:}Mal Cuttcr with associated vquipment $31625.07 1070172025 $31,625.07

and cutting tools

Fiash Freezer, Infrica USA Model No. iBC- " ; 7.. 2
- ABT201 C $24353.02 10/01/2025 $24,353.02

| Equipment Subtotal $55,978.09 |

EQUIPMENT JUSTIFICATION

For each Lquipment ttem listed in the cbove tuble destcribe how this equipment will be used to achieve the objectives and outcomes of the
project. Add more equipment by copying and pasting the existing listing or delete equipment that isn't n2cessary.

FOR EXAMPLY:
Equipment 1: Description and justification
Equipment 2: Description and justification

Most all produce growers are challenged with varying weather conditions and climate changes that
result in crop shortages or very heavy yields with short harvest windows. Either event can affect
revenue, profit margins or result in wasted food. The New Hampshire climate tends to limit the period
of production of fruits and vegetables to a few months leaving local food supplies relatively unavailable
for many more months. Through the action of processing and freezing, local food production can be

preserved to enter the food supply stream at varjous levels and alternate times other than just the fresh,
harvest period.

=Applicants must submit documentation to substantiate the costs of each piece of equipment, which can include
contracts, catalog pricing, or binding quotes provided by license conunercial entities.



