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August 13, 2025

The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte
And the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, authorize the Department of Business and Economic Affairs, Division of
Economic Development, Office of International Commerce, to retroactively amend Fiscal Item #FIS 22-
135, originally approved by the Fiscal Committee on October 14, 2022, and by the Governor and Council
on October 19, 2022, Item #52, and amended by the Fiscal Committee on August 11, 2023, Item #FIS
23-213, and by the Governor and Council on August 23, 2023, Item #72, by extending the end date from
June 30, 2025 to September 29, 2025, to accept and expend grant funds from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service's Acer Access and Development Program grant program
(Award# AM22ACERNH1016) in the amount of $11,848, effective upon Fiscal Committee and Governor
and Council approval. 100% Federal Funds.

Funding to be budgeted as follows:

03-22-22-220510-55750000, Dept. of Business and Economic Affairs, ACER ACCESS DEV PROG

Class - Account Description

FY 26

Adjusted
Authorized

Budget

Requested
Action

Revised FY

26 Adjusted
Authorized

000-403944-16 Federal Funds $  27,565 $  11,848 $  39,413

$  27,565 $  11,848 $  39,413

040-501587 Indirect Costs $ $  15 $  15

041-500801 Audit Fund Set-Aside $ $  13 $  13

080-500710 Out of State Travel $ $  11,820 $  11,820

102-500731 Contracts for Program Services $  27,565 $ $  27,565

$  27,565 $  11,848 $  39,413

EXPLANATION

This request is retroactive as the beginning date of July 1, 2025, associated with this request is in a new
biennium. It is the policy of the Fiscal Committee of the General Court to act only on items within the
current biennium and this is the first Fiscal Committee meeting in the new biennium.
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Approval of this request will allow the Office of International Commerce to continue to use funds awarded
to support the development of opportunities for maple producers in New Hampshire through activities
funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service's Acer Access and
Development Program (Acer). Authorized by Congress in 2014, Acer is a competitive grant program
aimed at developing and supporting the U S, maple syrup and maple sap products industries through the
promotion of research and education into production, the promotion of natural resource sustainability,
market promotion for maple syrup and maple sap products, and encouraging production on privately held
land.

The total grant amount awarded to the Department of Business and Economic Affairs (BEA) is $388,080,
to run through September 29, 2025.

Using this funding, BEA contracted with the non-profit organization New Hampshire Maple Producers
Association, Inc. (NHMPA) to develop global marketing and sales strategies and to educate smaller
producers in New Hampshire on how to access international business opportunities. The funding has
supported the creation of a comprehensive global sales and marketing strategy, identified target markets
such as India and Colombia, and enabled member participation in international trade shows. These
efforts further included producing Spanish-language marketing materials to capture opportunities in
Colombia. Key results to date include the generation of sales leads valued at more than $500,000,
delivery of in-depth international marketing and export training to five maple producers in the state and
reported actual sales increases exceeding $800,000. The remaining funds will allow BEA and NHMPA to
advance the next phase of the global sales strategy, finalize marketing materials such as internationally
focused maple-based recipes, and pursue additional funding sources to sustain the New Hampshire
Maple industry's global expansion efforts.

Funds are budgeted as follows:

Class 040 - Indirect Costs - all agencies receiving outside funding from any source are required
by RSA 21-1:75 to recover a proportional share of the outside funding source to
alleviate agency indirect costs.

Class 041 - Audit Fund Set-Aside - to comply with RSA 124:16 which requires all agencies which
receive federal funds set aside a percentage (0.1%) of federal revenue amount
received to pay for financial and compliance audits.

Class 080 - Out of State Travel Reimbursement - funding for BEA staff to attend out of state trade
events.

In the event Federal Funds are no longer available. General Funds will not be requested to continue the
support of this program.

Respectfully Submitted,

Taylor Caswell
Commissioner



FISCAL SITUATION

FY 2026

03-22-022-221510-55750000, ACER ACCESS DEV PROG

Total Federal Authorization $ 388,080

Less Expenditures thru 6/30/25 $ 348,667

Remaining Authorization to Budget $ 39,413

Less Current FY26 Budget Authorization $ 27,565

Total Available for Budgeting $ 11,848

Available to Budget at a Later Date $ .

REQUESTED ACTION $ 11,848

Award Expenses to

Grant Award Number Amount 6/30/25 Balance

AM22ACERNH1016 $  388,080 $ 348,667 $ 39,413

39,413
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
And the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, authorize the Department of Business and Economic Affairs. Division of
Economic Development, Office of International Commerce, to retroactively amend Fiscal Item #FIS 22-
135, originally approved by the Fiscal Committee on Octobier 14, 2022, and by the Govemor and Council
on Octot>er 19, 2022, Item #52, by extending the end date from June 30, 2023 to June 30, 2025, and to
accept and expend grant funds from the U S Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service's
Acer Access and Development Program grant program (Award# AM22ACERNH1016) in the amount of
$388,080, upon Fiscal Committee and Govemor and Executive Council approval 100% Federal Funds.

Funding to be budgeted as follows:

ACER ACCESS DEV PROG

03-22-22-220S10-65750000

FY 24 Currant

Adjusted
Authorized

Requested
Action

FY 24 Revised

Adjusted
Authorized

Revenue

000-403944-16 Federal Funds $0 $(388,080) ${^8,08^
Total Revenue $0 $(388,080) $(388,080)

Expense

040-501587 Indirect Costs $0 $25,718 $25,718

041-500801 Audit Fund Set-Aside $0 $362 $362

080-500710 Out Of State Travel $0 $11,820 $11,820

102-500731
Contracts For Program
Services

$0
$350,180 $350,180

Total Expense $0 $388,080 $388,080

6XPVAHATIQN

This request is retroactive as the beginning date of July 1, 2023, associated with this request is in the
new biennium. It is the policy of the Fiscal Committee erf the General Court to act only on items within the
current biennium and this is the first Fiscal Committee meeting in the new biennium.

Approval of this request will allow the Office of International Commerce to continue to use funds awarded
to support the development of opportunities for maple producers in New Hampshire through activities
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funded by the U S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service's Acer Access and
Development Program (Acer)

Authorized by Congress in 2014, Acer is a competitive grant program aimed at developing and supporting
the U S. maple syrup and maple sap products industries through the promotion of research and education
into production, the promotion of natural resource sustainability, market promotion for maple syrup and
maple sap products, and encouraging production on privately held land

The total grant amount awarded to the Department of Business and Economic Affairs (BEA) is $388,080,
to run through September 29, 2025

BEA is using the funds for the following projects:

•  The development of marketing materials to include images, videos, and social media assets that
maple producers in New Hampshire can use to advertise their products as well as their facilities.

The development of a market research report that provides information on the New Hampshire
maple industry, challenges that it faces, and International markets where New Hampshire maple
products could sell well to be shared with maple producers.

The development of recipes that highlight and incorporate maple products as well as videos
demonstrating how to prepare the recipes, including recipes designed to appeal to specific
foreign markets These recipes and videos will be shared with maple producers.

•  Assistance with organizing and facilitating international trade missions to highlight New
Hampshire maple products to international consumers, including international chefs, to bolster
demand for New Hampshire maple outside the state.

Funds are budgeted as follows:

Class 040 - Indirect Costs - all agencies receiving outside funding from any source are required
by RSA 21-1:75 to recover a proportional share of the outside funding source to
alleviate agency indirect costs

Class 041 - Audit Fund Set-Aside - to comply with RSA 124:16 which requires all agencies which
receive federal funds set aside a percentage (0.1%) of federal revenue amount
received to pay for financial and compliance audits.

Class 080 - Out of State Travel Reimbursement - funding for BEA staff to attend two out of state
trade events.

Class 102 - Contracts for Program Services - contracts for the above-mentioned projects.

In the event Federal Funds are no longer available. General Funds will not be requested to continue the
support of this program.

Respectfully Submitted,

\
Taylor Caswell
Commissioner



Department of Business and Economic Affairs
GRANTS FiSCAL SITUATiON FISCAL YEAR 2024

03-22-22-221510-SS7S0000 ACER ACCESS DEV PROG

Total Federal Authorization $ 388,080

Less Expended through 6/30/2023 $ 0

Less Current FY24 Budget Authorization { Q

Total Available for Budgeting $388,080

Available to Budget at a Later Date J Q

REQUESTED ACTION $ 388,080
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September 22. 2022

The Honorable Karen Urr^erger, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court
State House

Concord. New Hampshire 03301

His Excellency. Governor Christopher T Sununu
And the Horxxeble Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14;30-a, VI. authorize thie Department of Business and Economic Affairs, Division of
Economic Development, Office of International Commerce, to accept and expend grant funds from the
U.S. Department of Agricultura, Agricultural Marketing Service's Acer Access and Development Program
grant program (Award# AM22ACERNH1016) in the amount of $388,080, affective upon Fiscal
Committae and Governor and Executive Council approval through June 30.2023. 100% Fadarai
PutKls.

Funding to be budgeted as follows;

Acmr Accaas Development Program
03-22-22-220510-XXXXOOQO

FY 23 Raqueatad
Budget

E^vensa
040-501587 INDIRECT COSTS $25,718

041-550801 AUDIT FUND SET^^SIDE $  362

080-500710 OUT OF STATE TRAVEL $11,820

102-500731 COhTTRACTS FOR PROGRAM SERVICES $350,180

Total Expense $386,080
Revenue

000400338-16 FEDERAL FUNDS $388,080

Total Ftavanue $386,080

EXPLANATION

Authorized by Congress in 2014, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, AgricuiturBl Marketing Service's
Acer Access and Development Program (Acer) is a competitive grant program aimed at developing and
supporting Ihe U.S. maple syrup and maple sap products industries through the promotion of research
and education 'site production, the promotion of natural resourca sustainabiiity, market promotion for
maple syrup and maple sap products, and encouraging production on privataly held land. Grants are
ma^ avail^la to sIM and tribal governments, and research institutions.
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This Is the second time that New Hampshire has received an Acer award; the University of New
Hampshire received an award in 2020 for research into a new tap design and again In 2022 for research
on wood formation and sap yields.

The total grant amount awarded to the Department of Business and Economic Affairs (BEA) is $388,080,
to run over a period of three years (ending on September 30,2025). BEA wOl utilize the funds for the
fodowing projects:

•  The devetopment of marlreting materials In cor^unction with the Division of Travel and Tourism
Developm^ to irtdude images, videos, and social media assets that maple producers in New
Hampshire can use to advertise their products as wed as their tacOities to promote sales and
tourism.

•  The development of a marltet research report that provides information on the New Hampshire
maple industry, challenges that it feces, and International markets where New Hampshire maple
products could sell well that can be siurad with maple producers in New Hampshire so they can
have insights into future trends and opportunities that are avaliabie.

•  The development of recipes that highlight and incorporate maple products as wefl as videos
demonstrating how to prepare the redpes, Induding recipes designed to appeal to specific
foreign marlcets (for instance, if Japan is a top market for New Hampshire maple products, then
one redpe would be created that is more traditlonalty Japanese to highlight tiw benefita of New
Hampshire maple to that market). These recipes and videos will be shared with maple producers
in New Hampshire so that they could advertisa their products.

•  Assistance with organizing and focilltating trade show partidpation by BEA staff and by New
Hampshire rrrapte producers, for two trade shows: one natkmal and one International.
Recruitment for the trade show will focus on a wide range of mapie producers representing
difTerent regions of New Hampshire, and sufficient funding is available to compiei^ cover the
travel costs for 3 - 4 maple producers to encourage participation of smaller producers In New
Hampshire.

These funds will also be used to cover staff travel to the two trade shows above.

Funds are budgeted as follows:

Class 040 - Indired Costs - BEA will withdraw funds at the rate of 6.6% of direct costs. The Federal
awarding agency has awarded us more than the 6.6% figure.

Class 041 - Audit Fund Set-Aside-per state requirements at 0.1%.

Class 080 - Out of State Travel ReimtNjrsement - funding for BEA staff to attend Nvo out of state
trade shows

Class 102 - Contracts for Program Services - contracts for the above-mentioned services.

in the event that Federal Funds are no longer available. General Funds will not be requested to continue
the support of this program.



TTm HonersM* Karm Umberger, Chabman
Racal Commttae oftiw GenemI Court

Hto Excoliefcy, Oouamor ChrWophar T. Sunumi
and tfta Honorebio CcuKfl

Respectfully Submitted,

<v^
Taylor Caswell
Commissiorter
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Notice of Award

AwanW AM22AaERNH1016-00

FAIN# MVI22AChRNH1016

Federal Award Date: 08.30/2022

Recipient lafbrmatton
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13. Statutory Aodiority
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14. Federal Award Prafect Tttia
Ucv«nd Pancalte 1 Best rnerd A Market UcvelopmaiS Program to Highligiit New Hampshire Maple's Many
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16. Assistance Listing Program Tide
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17. Aurard Action Type
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Summary Federal Award Financial Infonnation

19. Budget Petiod start Date 'Ky.' -EodOate • '

20. Total Anment of Federal Puads OUigated by this Action

20a. Direct Cost Amount

20b^ Indirect Cost Amount
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23. Total Amount of Federal Funds Obligated this budget period

24. Total Approved Cost Sharing or Matching, where applicable
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27. Total Amount of the Federal Award including Approved
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28. Authorizod Treatment of Program Income
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Award# AM22ACERNH1016-00

FAIN# AM22ACERNH1016

Federal Award Date: 0800/2022

Recipient Information
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M2f ^ 1 *

Employer Identlflcation Number (EIN)
r ! A
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Recipients Unique Entity Identifier (UB)

VZ8i-iDtAXT5«(
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32.1>pe of Award
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II. Total project costs indudinggrant fUnds and all other financial particlpadon
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|. TOTAL DIRECT COSTS 1362JMOO

k. INDIRECT COSTS 125.7JS no

L TOTAL APPROVED BUDGET t3U.OUOO

m. FedenlShare usaowoo

m NoB-Federal SDare woo 1

34. Accauntlat OassiflcatloB Codes

rv-Accoc-irT FMX Documm'Na AOMiMsnAnvacaDB object class awt ACnoNrmAioaAL assist a acb AmionuiiON
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