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New Hampshire | ¢
Department of Agriculture,
Ma rkets’ and Food Shawn N. Jasper, Commissioner
August 20, 2025

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Authorize the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food, Division of
Agricultural Development (DAMF) to enter into a Grant Agreement with the New Hampshire
Beekeepers’ Association (“NHBA™), Somersworth, NH (Vendor Code # 208458) in the amount
of $41,250.00 for the purpose of providing education and resources on integrated pest
management and pollinator gardens for beekeepers, effective upon Governor and Council
approval through September 29, 2027. 100% Federal Funds.

02-18-18-185010-33460000, Specialty Crop State Grant 11

FY2026 TOTAL

072-500574 Grants Federal $41,250.00 $41,250.00
EXPLANATION

The New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food (DAMF) received funding
from the USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant (SCBG) Program to support projects that enhance
the competitiveness of specialty crops in New Hampshire. Projects were selected through a
Request for Proposals (RFP) process and submitted to the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service
as part of the state's application. The proposal submitted by the New Hampshire Beekeepers
Association (NHBA) was among those approved for funding, as outlined in the Grant
Agreement.

Through this grant, NHBA will provide statewide education and resources on integrated pest
management and pollinator garden practices for beekeepers. In partnership with a network of
regional beekeeping organizations, NHBA will ensure these resources reach both hobbyist and
commercial beekeepers. The initiative aims to improve honey production through the adoption of
best practices, while also supporting broader agricultural productivity in New Hampshire.
Healthier polliacre andulations contribute directly to increased crop yields, improved return on
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investment per acre, and strengthened local economies through higher sales and job creation in
the agricultural sector.

The Department has determined that the vendor is in good standing with the Secretary of State’s
Office, has secured the required levels of insurance, and has provided evidence of authority to
execute and be bound by the contract. The NHBA is a non-profit organization, and the
Department has confirmed the vendor is registered and in good standing with the Department of
Justice’s Charitable Division. Documents supporting these assertions are available at the agency,
for review upon request.

[n the event that these Federal Funds become no longer available, General Funds will not be
requested to support this program.

Respectfully submitted,
?\%‘M@W
Shawn N. Jasper

Commissioner



FORM NUMBER G-1 (version 11/2021)

GRANT AGREEMENT

The State of New Hampshire and the Grantee hereby
Mutually agree as follows:
GENERAL PROVISIONS

—t

. Identification and Definitions.

1.1. State Agency Name

Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food

1.2. State Agency Address

1 Granite Place, Ste 211, Concord, NH 03301

1.3. Grantee Name
New Hampshire Beekeepers' Association

1.4. Grantee Address
99 Foster Rd, Canterbury, NH 03224-2518

1.5 Grantee Phone # 1.6. Account Number

1.8. Grant Limitation

1.7. Completion Date
09/29/27 $ 41,250.00

603-491-3202

1.9. Grant Officer for State Agency 1.10. State Agency Telephone Number
Rebecca W. Ross 603-271-8071

If Grantee is a municipality or village district: "By signing this form we certify that we have complied with any public
meeting requirement for acceptance of this grant, including if applicable RSA 31:95-b."

1.11. Grantge e 1 1.12. Name & Title of Grantee Signor 1
/}/V} 7 Michael Lesser, NHBA Research Chair

Grantee éignamre 2 Name & Title of Grantee Signor 2

Grantee Signature 3 Name & Title of Grantee Signor 3

1.14. Name & Title of State Agency Signor(s)
Shawn N. Jasper, Commissioner

1.13 State Agency Sigpature(s)

1.15. Approval by A;fi’)rney General (Form, Substance and Execution) (if G & C approval required)

’

By: “,\'owu D whed Assistant Attorney General, On: 8,28, 25

1.16. Approval by Governor and Council (if applicable)

By: On: o
2. SCOPE OF WORK: In exchange for grant funds provided by the State of New Hampshire, acting
through the Agency identified in block 1.1 (hercinafter referred to as “the State™), the Grantee

identified in block 1.3 (hereinafter referred to as “the Grantee™), shall perform that work identified and
more particularly described in the scope of work attached hereto as EXHIBIT B (the scope of work
being hereinafter referred to as “the Project™).
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5:2.
5.3.

54.

5.5.

AREA COVERED. Except as otherwise specifically provided for herein, the
Grantee shall perform the Project in, and with respect to, the State of New
Hampshire.

EFFECTIVE DATE: COMPLETION OF PROJECT.

This Agreement, and all obligations of the parties hereunder, shall become
effective on the date on the date of approval of this Agreement by the Governor
and Council of the State of New Hampshire if required (block 1.16), or upon
signature by the State Agency as shown in block 1.14 (“the Effective Date™).
Except as otherwise specifically provided herein, the Project, including all reports
required by this Agreement, shall be completed in ITS entirety prior to the date in
block 1.7 (hereinafter referred to as “the Completion Date”).

GRANT AMOUNT: LIMITATION ON AMOUNT: VOUCHERS: PAYMENT.
The Grant Amount is identified and more particularly described in EXHIBIT C,
attached hereto.

The manner of, and schedule of payment shall be as set forth in EXHIBIT C.

In accordance with the provisions set forth in EXHIBIT C, and in consideration
of the satisfactory performance of the Project, as determined by the State, and as
limited by subparagraph 5.5 of these general provisions, the State shall pay the
Grantee the Grant Amount. The State shall withhold from the amount otherwise
payable to the Grantee under this subparagraph 5.3 those sums required, or
permitted, to be withheld pursuant to N.H. RSA 80:7 through 7-c.

The payment by the State of the Grant amount shall be the only, and the complete
payment to the Grantee for all expenses, of whatever nature, incurred by the
Grantee in the performance hereof, and shall be the only, and the complete,
compensation to the Grantee for the Project. The State shall have no liabilities to
the Grantee other than the Grant Amount.

Notwithstanding anything in this Agreement to the contrary, and notwithstanding
unexpected circumstances, in no event shall the total of all payments authorized,

or actually made, hereunder exceed the Grant limitation set forth in block 1.8 of

these general provisions.

COMPLIANCE BY GRANTEE WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS. In
connection with the performance of the Project, the Grantee shall comply with all
statutes, laws regulations, and orders of federal, state, county, or municipal
authorities which shall impose any obligations or duty upon the Grante, including
the acquisition of any and all necessary permits and RSA 31-95-b.

RECORDS and ACCOUNTS.

Between the Effective Date and the date seven (7) years after the Completion
Date, unless otherwise required by the grant terms or the Agency, the Grantee
shall keep detailed accounts of all expenses incurred in connection with the
Project, including, but not limited to, costs of administration, transportation,
insurance, telephone calls, and clerical materials and services. Such accounts
shall be supported by receipts, invoices, bills and other similar documents.
Between the Effective Date and the date seven (7) years after the Completion
Date, unless otherwise required by the grant terms or the Agency pursuant to
subparagraph 7.1, at any time during the Grantee’s normal business hours, and as
often as the State shall demand, the Grantee shall make available to the State all
records pertaining to matters covered by this Agreement. The Grantee shall
permit the State to audit, examine, and reproduce such records, and to make audits
of all contracts, invoices, materials, payrolls, records of personnel, data (as that
term is hereinafter defined), and other information relating to all matters covered
by this Agreement. As used in this paragraph, “Grantee” includes all persons,
natural or fictional, affiliated with, controlled by, or under common ownership
with, the entity identified as the Grantee in block 1.3 of these provisions
PERSONNEL.

The Grantee shall, at its own expense, provide all personnel necessary to perform
the Project. The Grantee warrants that all personnel engaged in the Project shall
be qualified to perform such Project, and shall be properly licensed and authorized
to perform such Project under all applicable laws.

The Grantee shall not hire, and it shall not permit any subcontractor, subgrantee,
or other person, firm or corporation with whom it is engaged in a combined effort
to perform the Project, to hire any person who has a contractual relationship with
the State, or who is a State officer or employee, elected or appointed.

The Grant Officer shall be the representative of the State hereunder. In the event
of any dispute hereunder, the interpretation of this Agreement by the Grant
Officer, and his/her decision on any dispute, shall be final.

DATA: RETENTION OF DATA; ACCESS.

As used in this Agreement. the word “data” shall mean all information and things
developed or obtained during the performance of, or acquired or developed by
reason of, this Agreement, including, but not limited to, all studies, reports, files,
formulae, surveys, maps, charts, sound recordings, video recordings, pictorial
reproductions, drawings, analyses, graphic representations,
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9.4.

9.5.

computer programs, computer printouts, notes, letters, memoranda, paper, and
documents, all whether finished or unfinished.

Between the Effective Date and the Completion Date the Grantee shall grant to
the State, or any person designated by it, unrestricted access to all data for
examination, duplication, publication, translation, sale, disposal, or for any other
purpose whatsoever.

No data shall be subject to copyright in the United States or any other country by
anyone other than the State.

On and after the Effective Date all data, and any property which has been received
from the State or purchased with funds provided for that purpose under this
Agreement, shall be the property of the State, and shall be retumed to the State
upon demand or upon termination of this Agreement for any reason, whichever
shall first occur.

The State, and anyone it shall designate, shall have unrestricted authority to
publish, disclose, distribute and otherwise use, in whole or in part, all data.
CONDITIONAL NATURE OR AGREEMENT. Notwithstanding anything in
this Agreement to the contrary, all obligations of the State hereunder, including,
without limitation, the continuance of payments hereunder, are contingent upon
the availability or continued appropriation of funds, and in no event shall the State
be liable for any payments hereunder in excess of such available or appropriated
funds. In the event of a reduction or termination of those funds, the State shall
have the right to withhold payment until such funds become available, if ever, and
shall have the right to terminate this Agreement immediately upon giving the
Grantee notice of such termination.

EVENT OF DEFAULT: REMEDIES.

Any one or more of the following acts or omissions of the Grantee shall constitute
an event of default hereunder (hereinafter referred to as “Events of Default”):
Failure to perform the Project satisfactorily or on schedule; or

Failure to submit any report required hereunder; or

Failure to maintain, or permit access to, the records required hereunder; or
Failure to perform any of the other covenants and conditions of this Agreement.
Upon the occurrence of any Event of Default, the State may take any one, or more,
or all, of the following actions:

Give the Grantee a written notice specifying the Event of Default and requiring it
to be remedied within, in the absence of a greater or lesser specification of time,
thirty (30) days from the date of the notice; and if the Event of Default is not
timely remedied, terminate this Agreement, effective two (2) days after giving the
Grantee notice of termination; and

Give the Grantee a written notice specifying the Event of Default and suspending
all payments to be made under this Agreement and ordering that the portion of the
Grant Amount which would otherwise accrue to the Grantee during the period
from the date of such notice until such time as the State determines that the
Grantee has cured the Event of Default shall never be paid to the Grantee; and
Set off against any other obligation the State may owe to the Grantee any damages
the State suffers by reason of any Event of Default; and

Treat the agreement as breached and pursue any of its remedies at law or in equity,
or both.

TERMINATION.

In the event of any early termination of this Agreement for any reason other than
the completion of the Project, the Grantee shall deliver to the Grant Officer, not
later than fifteen (15) days after the date of termination, a report (hereinafter
referred to as the “Termination Report”) describing in detail all Project Work
performed, and the Grant Amount earned, to and including the date of termination.
In the event of Termination under paragraphs 10 or 12.4 of these general
provisions, the approval of such a Termination Report by the State shall entitle
the Grantee to receive that portion of the Grant amount earned to and including
the date of termination.

In the event of Termination under paragraphs 10 or 12.4 of these general
provisions, the approval of such a Termination Report by the State shall in no
event relieve the Grantee from any and all liability for damages sustained or
incurred by the State as a result of the Grantee’s breach of its obligations
hereunder.

Notwithstanding anything in this Agreement to the contrary, either the State or,
except where notice default has been given to the Grantee hereunder, the Grantee,
may terminate this Agreement without cause upon thirty (30) days written notice.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST. No officer, member of employee of the Grantee,
and no representative, officer or employee of the State of New Hampshire or of
the governing body of the locality or localities in which the Project is to be
performed, who exercises any functions or responsibilities in the review or
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17,
17.1

17.1.1

17.1.2

approval of the undertaking or carrying out of such Project, shall participate in
any decision relating to this Agreement which affects his or her personal interest
or the interest of any corporation, partnership, or association in which he or she
is directly or indirectly interested, nor shall he or she have any personal or
pecuniary interest, direct or indirect, in this Agreement or the proceeds thereof.
GRANTEE'S RELATION TO THE STATE. In the performance of this
Agreement the Grantee, its employees, and any subcontractor or subgrantee of
the Grantee are in all respects independent contractors, and are neither agents
nor employees of the State. Neither the Grantee nor any of its officers,
employees, agents, members, subcontractors or subgrantees, shall have authority
to bind the State nor are they entitled to any of the benefits, workmen’s
compensation or emoluments provided by the State to its employees.
ASSIGNMENT AND SUBCONTRACTS. The Grantee shall not assign, or
otherwise transfer any interest in this Agreement without the prior written
consent of the State. None of the Project Work shall be subcontracted or
subgranted by the Grantee other than as set forth in Exhibit B without the prior
written consent of the State.

INDEMNIFICATION. The Grantee shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless
the State, its officers and employees, from and against any and all losses suffered
by the State, its officers and employees, and any and all claims, liabilities or
penalties asserted against the State, its officers and employees, by or on behalf
of any person, on account of, based on, resulting from, arising out of (or which
may be claimed to arise out of) the acts or omissions of the Grantee or
subcontractor, or subgrantee or other agent of the Grantee. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, nothing herein contained shall be deemed to constitute a waiver of the
sovereign immunity of the State, which immunity is hereby reserved to the State.
This covenant shall survive the termination of this agreement.

INSURANCE.

The Grantee shall, at its own expense, obtain and maintain in force, or shall
require any subcontractor, subgrantee or assignee performing Project work to
obtain and maintain in force, both for the benefit of the State, the following
insurance:

Statutory workers’ compensation and employees liability insurance for all
employees engaged in the performance of the Project, and

General liability insurance against all claims of bodily injuries, death or property
damage, in amounts not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000,000
aggregate for bodily injury or death any one incident, and $500,000 for property
damage in any one incident; and
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17.2.

The policies described in subparagraph 17.1 of this paragraph shall be the standard
form employed in the State of New Hampshire, issued by underwriters acceptable
to the State, and authorized to do business in the State of New Hampshire. Grantee
shall furnish to the State, certificates of insurance for all renewal(s) of insurance
required under this Agreement no later than ten (10) days prior to the expiration
date of each insurance policy.

WAIVER OF BREACH. No failure by the State to enforce any provisions hereof
after any Event of Default shall be deemed a waiver of its rights with regard to
that Event, or any subsequent Event. No express waiver of any Event of Default
shall be deemed a waiver of any provisions hereof. No such failure of waiver
shall be deemed a waiver of the right of the State to enforce each and all of the
provisions hereof upon any further or other default on the part of the Grantee.
NOTICE. Any notice by a party hereto to the other party shall be deemed to have
been duly delivered or given at the time of mailing by certified mail, postage
prepaid, in a United States Post Office addressed to the parties at the addresses
first above given.

AMENDMENT. This Agreement may be amended, waived or discharged only
by an instrument in writing signed by the parties hereto and only after approval of
such amendment, waiver or discharge by the Governor and Council of the State
of New Hampshire, if required or by the signing State Agency.
CONSTRUCTION OF AGREEMENT AND TERMS. This Agreement shall be
construed in accordance with the law of the State of New Hampshire, and is
binding upon and inures to the benefit of the parties and their respective successors
and assignees. The captions and contents of the “subject” blank are used only as
a matter of convenience, and are not to be considered a part of this Agreement or
to be used in determining the intend of the parties hereto.

THIRD PARTIES. The parties hereto do not intend to benefit any third parties
and this Agreement shall not be construed to confer any such benefit.

ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement, which may be executed in a number
of counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, constitutes the entire
agreement and understanding between the parties, and supersedes all prior
agreements and understandings relating hereto.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS. The additional or modifying provisions set forth in
Exhibit A hereto are incorporated as part of this agreement.
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2024 Specialty Crop Block Grant
NH Beekeepers’ Association

Exhibit A, Special Provisions

1. If the date for commencement for Exhibit A precedes the Effective Date all services
performed by the Grantee between the commencement date and the Effective Date shall be
performed at the sole risk of the Grantee and in the event that this Agreement does not become
effective, the State shall be under no obligation to pay the Grantee for any costs incurred or
services performed.

Exhibit B, Scope of Work

1. The grantee shall utilize awarded 2024 Specialty Crop Block Grant (SCBG) funds to
provide education and resources on integrated pest management and pollinator gardens for
beekeepers as detailed in the grantees application and Project Plan as approved by USDA
(“Project Plan”), which is hereby incorporated by reference.

2. Outcomes shall be measured in accordance with the Project Plan Outcome 4, improving
the pest and disease control process and the corresponding indicators.

3. Compliance. All project work shall be managed by the grantee who shall be responsible
for all project development and oversight, per the terms of the Project Plan. This includes
adhering to applicable federal grant uniform administrative requirements as specified in the
Code of Federal Regulations as follows:

a. Grant funds awarded to state, local, and Tribal governments; public and private
colleges and universities; and non-profit organizations are subject to the
Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements
for Federal Awards contained in 2 CFR part 200 and 2 CFR part 400.

b. Grant funds awarded to federal government entities are subject to the Uniform
Administrative Requirements and Cost Principles for Federal Awards contained
in 2 CFR part 200 and 2 CFR part 400.

c. Grant funds awarded to For-Profit Organizations are subject to the Uniform
Administrative Requirements contained in 2 CFR part 200 and 2 CFR part 400,
and the Cost Principles contained in the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR)
Subpart 31.2, Contracts with Commercial Organizations, codified at 48 CFR 31.2.

d. Recipients are responsible for the consistent application of the Federal
regulations to the SCBGP grant funds. Recipients are responsible for ensuring
their contractors/consultants comply with the Federal regulations.

e. The CFRis accessible on the National Archives and Records Administration
website and in the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations at www.ecfr.gov.

4. Prior Approval Requirements: To make any changes to this project (including, but not
limited to, scope of work, budget, equipment purchase, rental, contractor rates, key personnel,
etc.) the grantee must submit a written request detailing the desired changes and obtain written
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2024 Specialty Crop Block Grant
NH Beekeepers’ Association

approval from the Director of the Division of Agricultural Development. Certain changes may
also require approvals from the US Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service
and or Governor and Executive Council.

5. Reporting/Monitoring: Upon completion of the project, the Grantee shall submit a
written report of the project outcomes per federal reporting guidelines for the SCBG program
and following the SCBGP report template.

1. For multi-year projects, two written progress reports per year are also required,
one in June and one in December, following specific federal reporting
guidelines.

2. Grantee may be subject to monitoring site visits from the NH Department of
Agriculture, Markets, and Food, or the US Department of Agriculture.

6. Records: Record retention and accessibility is governed by 2 CFR 200.333 and 200.337.
Recipient must retain financial records, project records, and supporting documents for a period
of three years from the date the Grant Agreement is closed or until final resolution of any
litigation related to the grant.

7. Single Audit Requirements. State, local, and tribal governments, non-profit
organizations, and institutions of higher education that expend more than $750,000 annually in
Federal awards must comply with the single audit requirements contained in 2 CFR 200 Subpart
F and are required to submit a copy of the single audit report to OGA.

8. Acknowledgement shall be made in accordance with 2 CFR § 415.2 as described in the
Agricultural Marketing Service, Grants Division, General Terms and Conditions, as amended.

Grant recipients and subrecipients must acknowledge USDA AMS support in all
publications written or published with USDA AMS grant or cooperative
agreement support. This includes reports, pamphlets, posters, and brochures,
and, if feasible, any publication reporting the results of, or describing, a grant-
supported activity. Recipients must also acknowledge USDA AMS support on
any audio or video product including live or prerecorded radio or television
programs, audio recordings and multimedia presentations.

The following acknowledgment of USDA funding must appear in all published
materials or products, in any format (web sites, audiovisuals, etc.), that are
substantially based upon or developed under an AMS award:

Funding for [Project or Publication] was made possible by a grant/cooperative
agreement from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural
Marketing Service. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and
do not necessarily represent the official views of the USDA.
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2024 Specialty Crop Block Grant
NH Beekeepers’ Association

Exhibit C, Payment

1. The grant amount shall not exceed $41,250.00.

a. The grantee shall be paid within 30 days of submission of an invoice detailing
work done and work to be completed with the funds.

b. Contractor may request advance payment in accordance with 2 CFR §
200.305(b)(1) to meet the actual and immediate cash needs shall provide
detailed explanation and supporting documentation to justify the advance
payment.

c. Copies of receipts for all project expenditures must also be submitted including
proof of expenditures for advance payments.

d. Invoices must be approved by the Director, Division of Agricultural
Development.

e. All expenditures must be made as per the approved scope of work and budget
in the Project Plan.

2. Allowable/Unallowable Cost: A cost is unallowable if it does not comply with applicable
cost principles, program requirements, or other terms and conditions of the Grant Agreement. A
cost is also unallowable if it does not solely benefit specialty crops, is not contained in the
approved scope of work, or is not necessary and reasonable to advance the work of the project.
Unallowable costs will not be reimbursed.

3. Program Income: Program income that is earned from activities supported by or as a
result of the grant must be reinvested into the project and must be expended on allowable
project costs that solely enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops.

a. Itisunallowable to expend program income on unallowable costs.

b. Program income information is reported on the progress and final reports and
includes the nature or source of the program income (e.g., registration fees),
the amount, and a description of how the program income will be used to solely
enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops.

¢. The amount of program income is reported on the invoices as well as in the
progress and final reports.

4. Equipment Purchase: The purchase of special use equipment is allowed with pre-
approval and if it meets specific criteria related to the project. Equipment is subject to the full
range of acquisition, use, management, and disposition requirements under 2 CFR part 200.313
as applicable.
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2024 Specialty Crop Block Grant
NH Beekeepers’ Association

5. Travel costs: Travel costs are allowed when travel costs are limited to those allowed by
formal organizational policy; in the case of air travel, the lowest reasonable commercial airfares
must be used.

a. Grantees who do not have formal travel policies and for-profit subrecipients’
allowable travel costs may not exceed those established by the Federal Travel
Regulation, issued by GSA, including the maximum per diem and subsistence
rates prescribed in those regulations.

b. This information is available at http://www.gsa.gov. If a grantee organization
has no formal travel policy, those regulations will be used to determine the
amount that may be charged for travel costs.
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