MNew Hampshire Department of
B Ib A BUSINESS AND
ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

May 23, 2025

The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court and

Her Excellency, Governcr Kelly A. Ayotte
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

1. Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, authorize the Department of Business and Economic Affairs (BEA) to
amend FIS 24-065 approved by Fiscal Committee on February 16, 2024 and item #71 approved by
Governor and Council on February, 21, 2024 by extending the expiration date from June 30, 2025 to
June 30, 2027 for the acceptance of Infrastructure, Investments, and Jobs Act {IlJA), Broadband
Equity, Access, and Deployment Planning Grant Funds in the amount of $2,920,000 for the purpose of
improving the State of New Hampshire's broadband infrastructure, effective upon Fiscal Committee
and Governor and Council approval. 100% Federal Funds

2. Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, authorize the Department of Business and Economic Affairs (BEA) to
amend FIS 25-120 approved by Fiscal Committee on May 16, 2025 and item #58 approved by
Governor and Council on May, 21, 2025 by extending the expiration date from June 30, 2025 to June
30, 2027 for the acceptance of Infrastructure, Investments, and Jobs Act (IlJA), Broadband Equity,
Access, and Deployment Planning Grant Funds in the amount of $12,358,494 for the purpose of
improving the State of New Hampshire's broadband infrastructure, effective upon Fiscat Committee
and Governor and Council approval. 100% Federal Funds

3. Pursuant to RSA 124:15, and contingent upon approval of Requested Action #1, authorize the
Department of Business and Economic Affairs to continue utilizing Class 046 - Consultants for the
purpose of supporting the 1iJA Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment Planning Grant program, by
amending FIS 24-065 by approved Fiscal Committee on February 16, 2024 and item #71 approved by
Governor and Executive Councit on February, 21, 2024 by extending the expiration date from June 30,
2025 to June 30, 2027, effective upon Fiscal Committee and Governer and Council approval. 100%
Federal Funds

4. Pursuant to RSA 124:15, and contingent upon the approval of Requested Actions #1 and #2, authorize
BEA to extend two (2), full-time temporary positions; 973298 (MISC FINAN SPECS-5, SOC 13, Pay
Band 6) and 973299 (MISC FINAN SPECS-5, SOC 13, Pay Band 6) created with the approval of FIS
23-089 by Fiscal Committee on March 24, 2023 and item #53 approved by Governor and Council on
March 22, 2023 and as amended by F1S 23-167 approved by Fiscal Committee on May 19, 2023 and
item #161 approved by Governor and Council on May 31, 2023 by extending the expiration date from
June 30, 2025 to June 30, 2027, effective upon Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approval.
100% Federal Funds

¢ 100 North Main Stree
Concord. New Hampsh

¢, 603.271.2341
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EXPLANATION

The Department of Business and Economic Affairs (BEA) seeks approval of this itemto ensure the continued
success of this federally funded program, which aims to provide broadband services to New Hampshire
residents who might otherwise lack access. Disapproval would result in the suspension of critical, time-
sensitive broadband infrastructure projects that are essential to achieving the program's objectives.

The Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program is designed to help fund infrastructure
related to broadband access and deployment. The State's objective in using these funds is to provide access
to all Granite Staters with broadband speeds that meet or exceed 100/20 Mbps and all Community Anchor -
Institutions (CAls) with speeds that meet of exceed 1 Gbps, with a focus on unserved and underserved
households. Working to ensure all residents have access to highspeed broadband is vital to ensure
households and communities have reliable internet for daily activities, such as work, education, healthcare,
and more.

The Department of Business and Economic Affairs is seeking approval to extend the effective date of the
above requested items from June 30, 2025, to June 30, 2027, to continue program objectives and support the
necessary reporting requirements of BEAD. This extension is allowable under the "procedural rules
amendment" approved at the Fiscal Committee meeting held on May 16, 2025. This request serves to
authorize program balances that are unspent as of June 30, 2025, as well as positions created pursuant to
RSA 124:15, to carry forward into fiscal years 2026 and 2027.

The following information is provided in accordance with the Comptroller's instructional memorandum
dated September 21, 1981, -

1) List of personnel involved: 973298 (13-2090 MISC FINAN SPECS-5) and 9T3299 {13-2090 MISC FINAN
SPECS-5) as well as Temporary Consultants (Guidehouse, Inc.).

2) Nature, Need, and Duration: These two full-time temporary positions are tasked with fulfilling the objectives

of the program, support the necessary, extensive reporting requirements of the Infrastructure, Investment,
and Jobs Act — Broadband, Equity, Access, and Deployment Planning Grant Funds (BEAD. They design,
implement and track the broadband infrastructure program through the use of contractors, state, municipal,
and community partners. The temporary consultant is engaged as the subject matter expert to work with
State, local municipalities, and Internet Service Providers. Consultant services are essential to conform to
Federal rules and program guidance. .

3) Relationship to existing agency programs: The related Broadband office and programs are 100%
Federal Funded through IIJA also known as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (Broadband Equity, Access,
and Deployment). .

4) Has a similar program been requested of the legislature and denied? No

5) Why wasn’t funding included in the agency's budget request? This program is a Federal Funded
program with no use of state funds. At this time, it is anticipated program funding to be disbursed on'a
milestone basis which does not allow for a consistent budget estimate. Therefore, program appropriation
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approval is more consistent with the accept and expend process through Fiscal Committee and Governor
and Council.

6) Can portions of the grant funds be utilized? Yes

7) Estimate the funds required to continue this position{s): Salary and benefit are estimated at $210,000
annually for the 2 positions.

If Federal Funds become no longer available. General Funds will not be requested to support this program.
Respectfully submitted,

L"\ 7’ <\/Q_ T

P,
Taylor Caswell
Commissicner
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New Hampshira Depariment of
BUSINESS AND
ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

BLE A

January 26, 2024

The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court and

His Excellency, Govemnor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

UESTED ACTIO

1. Pursuant to RSA 14;30-a VI, authorize the Department of Business and Economic Affairs (BEA) to
accept and expend $2,920,000 of Infrastructure, Investments, and Jobs Act, Broadband Equity, Access,
and Deployment Planning Grant Funds for the purpose of improving the State of New Hampshire's
broadband infrastructure, effective upon Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approval through
June 30, 2025. 100% Federal Fands

2. Pursuant to RSA 124:15 and contingent upon approval of Requested Action #1, authorize the
Department of Business and Economic Affairs to establish Class 046 — Consultants for the purpose of

supporting the [1JA Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment Planning Grant program, effective upon
Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approval through June 30, 2025. 100% Federal Funds

Funds are to be budgeted in FY2024 as follows:
03-022-022-221510-36360000 - [1JA BEAD Planning Grant

FY24 Current Revised FY24
Adjusted Requested Adjusted
Class Description Authorized Action Authorized
000 - 400338 | FEDERAL FUNDS $ 2080000 | $ 2920000 | $ 5,000,000
Total Revenune $ 2080000 | $ 2920000 | § 5,000,000
020 - 500200 | CURRENT EXPENSES s 2,000 {8 2,531 s 4,531
RENTS-LEASES OTHER
022 - 500248 THAN STATE s 6970 | $ 14000 | § 20,970
027 - 582703 | TRANSFERS TO DolT $ S000 | § s 5,000
EQUIPMENT NEW y
030 - 500301 REPLACEMENT $ 4,000 | § $ 4,000
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman

Fiscal Comminee of the Genera! Count
His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council
TECHNOLOGY- .
037-500172 [ . 20 SWARE $ 5000 | % 2,500 | $ 7,500
i TECHNOLOGY-
038- 500177 | ¢ TWARE ) 1,500 [ § 250000 |§ 251,500
039 - 500188 | TELECOMMUNICATIONS | § Los1 | § 3,500 | $ 4,551
040 - 500800 | INDIRECT COSTS $ 6930 | S 41,031 | § 47,961
041 - 50080t | AUDIT FUND SET ASIDE s 2,800 s 2,200 s 5,000
ADDITIONAL FRINGE
042 - 500620 | Lo roins (3 2,151 |$ 12,500 | $ 14,651
046 - 500464 | CONSULTANTS $ W |s 2269583 |[$ 2,269,583
059 - 500117 | TEMP FULL TIME $ 26891 | $ 173,109 | $ 200,000
060 - 500601 | BENEFITS s 17357 | § 135046 [ S 152,403
i IN STATE TRAVEL T
070- 500704 | o o/ B URSEMENT $ 1000 | $ 4000 |$ 5,000
080 - 500717 %JIL‘;F STATETRAVEL | ¢ 1000 | 10000 |S 11,000
CONTRACTS FOR ‘
102 - 500731 | pEAGRAM SERVICE $ 1996350 | $ - | s 1,996,350
Total Expenditures $ 2,080,000 | § 2920000 | § 5,000,000

EXPLANATION

The State of New Hampshire was awarded a $5 million Broedband Equity, Access, and Deptoyment
(BEAD) Planning Grant through the United States Department of Commerce, National
Telecommunications, and Information Administration. These funds are 8 part of the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021. -

In general, the BEAD program is designed to help fund infrastructure related to broadband access and
deployment. The State’s objective in using these funds is to provide access to -all Granite Staters with
broadband speeds that meet or exceed 100/20 Mbps and all Community Anchor Institutions (CAls) with
speeds that meet or exceed | Gbps, with a focus on unserved and underserved households. Working to
bridge the digital divide and ensure all residents have eccess to highspeed broadband is vital to ensuring
households and communities have reliable internet for daily activities, such as work, education, health care,
and more. As part of BEAD, New Hampshire has been allocatéd initial planning funds of $5 million and
an additional $191.5 million in program funding,

BEA has sought access to BEAD planning grant funding as needed and previously sought to accept and
expend $80,000 of those funds, authorization of which occurred through Fiscal Committee on March 24,
2023 (FIS 23 089) and Govemnor and Council March 22, 2023 (#53). BEA used these funds to hire

.
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Count

His Exccllency, Govemor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

broadband staff members to assist with the program design, implementation, and compliance in the IJA
BEAD program.

BEA subsequently sought and received authorization for use of an additional $2,000,000 in BEAD Planning
Grant funding, which occurred through Fiscal Committee on-April 21, 2023 (FIS 23-122) and Governor
and Council on April 12, 2023 (#79). Those funds were utilized to engage a third-party consuiting firm
(Mission Broadband) to support design and build out.of 8 multi-year strategy required by the federal
government relative to use of additional BEAD funds allocated to the State, pursuant to RFP DBEA 2023-
16.

The BEA Office of Broadband [nitiatives selected and has worked with Mission Breadband to write a five-
year action plan, initial proposal, and final proposal for approval by the federal government that will dictate
how the State utilizes its overall BEAD funding.

BEA now seeks to accept and expend the remaining $2,920,000 in BEAD Planning Grant Funds to be
utilized as described below.

BEAD - Chaltenge Portal - BEA secks to procure an annual subscription of Ready.net, Inc’s Challenge
Process Coordinator software and support to run New Hampshire's BEAD Challenge Process.

One-of the mandatory requirements of the BEAD Program requires the State to run & challenge process for
all Broadband Serviceable Locations (BSLs) as part of the submission and approval process for the State’s
multi-year plan for use of BEAD funding. This process allows non-profits, local units of government and
internet service providers (ISPs) to challenge unserved, underserved or served locations to change their
status on the FCC Broadband Map, which is used to facilitate BEAD pmgmmming.

To accomplish this mandate, NTIA is requmng a challenge portal be designed to help streamline the process
of challenge submission and subsequent adjudication. [n effect, the challenge portal will manage all
submitted challenges and allow the State to determine whether sufficient evidence has been submitted to
sustain a challenge. At the conclusion of this process, the State is required to send the results to the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA). '

Ready.net, Inc's Challenge Process Coordinator offers New Hampshire a comprehensive solution, and the

software provndcs a secure, user-friendly, ‘and fully custornizible onlinie platform that aligns with the

‘Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and National Telecommunications and ‘Information

Administration (NTIA) guidance and regulations. This software will be purchased itilizing an existing
statewide contract, and the software support will include software maintenance, technical assistance, and
training materials to assist in the completion of the state’s BEAD Challenge Process.

BEAD - Reporting Consultant - BEA seeks to hlre a third-party consultant under a multi-year contract to
work with the State on reporting, auditing, and regulatory requirements of the BEAD program, a program
that will entail administering more than $190 million in federal funding.
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the Geoeral Court

Gt

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorsble Council
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This consultant will have the experience necessary to ensure that the State and ISPsImumclpalmcs adhere
to the requirements of the program. The expected completion of funded projects will be by 2029, with
- closeout-and reporting to be completed in 2030. Given that this contract would have an cxtl_:_nded duration,
i BEA anticipates it will require future authorizations.

t BEAD - Office of Broadband [nitiatives Personnel Costs — BEA seeks to supplement other expiring or
- exhausted federal funding for administrative costs related to broadband programming.

In March of 2023, the Fiscal Committee approved a small amount of BEAD funding to support two
positions within the Office of Broadband Initiatives, which is one of three sources funding the Office. These
positions report to the Broadband Program Manager and are tasked with fulfilling the objectives of the
program, support the necessary, extensive reporting requirements of the BEAD and Digital Equity

programs. They design, implement and track the broadband infrastructure program using contactors, state,
municipal, and community pariners. As previous funding sources expire or become exhausted, the Office

will need to adjust payroll and other administrative costs among the other, active funding sources. This 1’

request begins. that transition and enables the ongoing funding of critical staff that ‘support broadband i

programming. : £
= ) A
Funds are budgeted in the expense classes listed as follows: ¥

‘

Class 020 - Current Expenses - . office supplies, paper and printer toner for previously approved M

b positions. ' ' i
' g3
2 Class 022 - Additional Rents-Leases other than State for previously approved positions. )
Class 037 — Additional Technalogy — Hardware — laptops, monitors and docking stations for-for “
: previously approved positions. 4‘

5 Class 038 — Additional Technology — Software - procurement of Challenge Portal to run BEAD . “
< Challenge Process. ‘
Class 039 — Additional Telecommunications — phones and phone lines for previously approved positions. -

; Class 040 - Indirect Costs - BEA will withdraw funds at the rate of 10% of modified total direct costs; this _ ' :
5 is the de minimis rate elected to be used pursuant to 2 CFR 200.414(f). ' ‘ *F
i Class 041 -Audit Fund Set-Aside at a rate of 0.1 %- to comply with RSA 124:16, which requires all agencies 5;?-
which receive federal funds set aside a percentage (0.1%) of federal revenue amount received to pay for W

financial and compliance audits.

Class 042 - Additional Fringe Benefits — post retirement expenses for previously approved positions.
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Coun

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Hanoreble Council

Class 046 — Consultants — Consultant to work with the state on reporting, auditing, and regulatory
requirements.

Class 059 — Additional Temp Full Time - salaries for the following previously approved positions:

9T3298 Business Administrator {1 (13-2090 MISC FINAN SPECS-5) and 9T3299 Business

Administrator I (13-2090 MISC FINAN SPECS-5), positions previously approved by the Fiscal
Committee (F1523-089 on March 24, 2023) and the Govemor and Executive Council (#53 on
March 22, 2023) through the end of FY2024 and subsequently approved by the Fiscal Committee
(F1S23-167 on May 19, 2023) and the Governor and Executive Council (#161 on May 31, 2023)
through the end of FY2025. '

Class 060 — Additional Benefits- benefits for previously approved positions.

' Class 070 ~ Additional In State Travel Reimbursement — mileage incurred for work related activities with

regards to inspections, meetings with stakeholders and other in state travel requirements.
Class 080 - Additional Out of State Travel Reimbursement — For anticipated Federal meetings.

The following information is provided in accordance with the Comptroller’s instructional
memorapdum dated September 21, 1981,

1) List of personnel involved: Temporary Consultants (will be identified via the State RFP Process) as
well as 9T3298 Business Administrator 11 (13-2090 MISC FINAN SPECS-5) and 9T3299 Business
Administrator 1) (13-2090 MISC FINAN SPECS-5).

2) Nature, Need, and Duration: First half of the contract - Temporary Consultant subject matter expert to
work with State, local municipalities, and Internet Service Providers. Consultant services are essential to
conform to Federal rules and program guidance. First half funding Period of Performance ends 11/30/2027,
Second half of the contract funding period of Performance ending 2030.

3) Relstionship to existing agency programs: Broadband office and programs are 100% Federal Funded
(Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill (Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment)

4) Hss a similar program been requested of the legislature and denied? No

5) Why wasn’t funding included in the agency’s budget request? Federal Funds, no state funds are
being used. '

6) Can portions of the grant funds be utilized? Yes
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chainnan
Fiscal Committee of the General Court

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

T) Estimate the funds required to continue this position(s): Federal funds and programs. When Period
of performance ends, program and positions end. No-State funds will be utilized.

If Federal Funds become no longer available. General Funds will not be requested to support this
program.

Respectfully submitted,

Taylor Caswell
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Fiscal Situation
Fy 2024 = .
03-22-22-221510-36360000, BROADBAND-IJA BEAD

Total Federal Authorization - $ 5,000,000
Less Expenditures thru 6/30/23 ; '$ -

~ Remaining Authorization to Budget -~ ; . $ 5000000
Less Current FY24 Budget Authorization $ 2,080,000
Total Available for Budgeting $ 2920000
Available to Budget at a Later Date $ u

. REQUESTED ACTION $ 2,920,000

Grant Award Number Award Amounf Expénses to 6/30/23 . Balance

33-20-B063 $ 5000000 $ ~ - §$ 5,000,000
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FORM CD-450
(REV. 10/18)

us. oepmmEm, OF COMMERCE;

X GRANT

COOPERAT IVE AGREEMENT

FEDERAL AWARD ID NUMBER
33-20-8083

" FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AWARD

RECIPIENT NAME
Businass and Econromic Affalrs, New Hampshire Department of

PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE
120112022 - 111302027

STREET ADDRESS
100 N Main St Sultes 100

FEDERAL SHARE OF COST
$5,000,00000

CITY, BTATE ZIP
Concord, NH 03301-5054

| RECIPIENT SHARE OF COST

$0.00 .

AUTHORITY

Section 60102 of Public Law 117-58, 135 Stat. 429

TOTAL EBTIMATED CO8T

CFDA NO. AND NAME :
11.035 Broadband Equily, Access, and Deployment Program

$5.000,000.00

PROJECT TITLE:
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New Hampshire BEAD Planning Funds Proposal

This Award Document (Form 60450) signed by the Grants Officer constitutes en obilgation of Foderal

- funding. By signing this Form CD-480; the Reciplent agrecs to comply with the Award provisions chocked
below snd attached. Upon scceptance by the Reclpient, the Form CD-450 must be signed by an authorized
ropresentative of the Reciplont and returned to the Grants Officer. .If not signed and returned. without
modificetiona by the Reciplent within 30 days of recelpt, the Grants Officer may unilatersily withdraw thln

A\gmd offor and do-oh!lgnto the funds. -

n=

X DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS

o

R & 0D AWARD

FEDERAL-WIDE RESEARCH TERMS AND CONDITIONS, AS ADOPTED BY THE DEPT. OF COMMERCE '

X SPECIFIC AWARD CONDITIONS
X LINE ITEM BUDGET

2 CFR PART 200, UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS, COST PRINCIPLES, AND AUDIT

X REQUIREMENTS; AS ADOPTED PURSUANT TO 2 CFR § 1327.

101

48 CFR PART 31, CONTRACT COST PRINCIPLES.AND PROCEDURES

" %X MULTI-YEAR AWARD. ‘PLEASE SEE THE MULTI-YEAR SPECIFIC' AWARD CONDITION. -

X OTHER(S): 'Refer to Spodﬁc Award Condition 18 (Period of Performance and Funding Limitations) for the Mulu-

. Year Specific Award Condltion.

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS for the NTIA BROADBAND EQUITY, ACCESS &
DEPLOYMENT PROGRAM (BEAD) INTMAL PLANNING FUNDS, Ju!y 2022 (sse attached).

‘| Darren Olson

SIGNATURE OF DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE GRANTS OFFICER

OATE -

Dighally signed 5 DARRENIOLSON o[
DARREN OLSON Da%eaggygzgln].ao gs 156:20 0'7'00' ;

) mmmm AND SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED RECIPIENT OFFICIAL

MafK Lal Dertf  State Trdastrnl RetltSmtmeve ;‘d‘&%ffﬂnbﬁ-)ﬂ}
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Award Numbder: 33-20-B083, Amandment Number 0
Federal Program Officer: Stusrt Freiman

Requisition Number.' BEAB)

Employer Identification Number; 026000618

UE!I Number: VZ8GBEALTE68

Recipient 1D:- 33146841

Requestor 1D; 3314841

'a‘ Fie: 3\.

Award ACCS Information .
Ferits sy 3T T | AT o r. RO AR LF
O ArER ““‘?a,ur‘“ R R -v-f::"ﬁ::

T Ve —ar = r ST
u..u [nn ':'}A'u.l‘-“\.jltlmst-y{}{npwﬁ

mark.].lalberte@ivefroa.nh.gov

e -\ .-t vy ]’("‘"F""

e e o i

riy e ‘I{
{.I‘:Jb*}u fora 2t x

[(803) 271-8351

NIST.Grants Officer: NIST Grants Gpecialist:
Darren Qlson Nicola Saulnter
325 Broadway, MS 870 100 Bureau Drive, MS 1650
Boutder, CO 80305-3337 Gaithersburg, MD 20899-1650
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New Hamgshire Deparimant of
B E A BUSINESS AND
ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

April 11, 2025

The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court and

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshira 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a VI, authorize the Department of Business and Economic Affairs (BEA) to accept
and expend $12,358,494 of Infrastructure, Investments, and Jobs Act, Broadband Equity, Access, and
Deployment Funds to continue supporting the improvement of the State of New Hampshire's broadband
infrastructure program, effective upon Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approval through June

30, 2025. 100% Federal Funds
Funds are to be budgeted in FY2025 as follows:

03-022-022-221510-36360000 — Broadband-1iJA BEAD

FY28 FY25

Current Revised

Adjusted | Requested | Adjusted
Class Description Authorired Action Authorized
000-400338-16 | FEDERAL FUNDS 3424748 | 12,358,494 | 15,783,240
Total Revenue 3,424,746 | 12,358,494 | 15,783,240
020 - 500200 CURRENT EXPENSES 4,041 21,000 25,041
022 - 500248 RENTS 14,010 103,000 117,010
027 - 582703 TRANSFERS TO DolT 5,000 20,000 25,000
030 - 500301 EQUIPMENT NEW AND REPLACEMENT 4,000 - 4,000
037 - 500172 TECHNOLOGY-HARDWARE 3524 7,000 10,524
038 - 500177 TECHNOLOGY-SOF TWARE 27131 - 27,13
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Fiscal Commitiee of the General Court
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Pege 2014 )
039-500188 | TELECOMMUNICATIONS , 3,'34,4 16,000 18,844
040 - 5015687 - | INDIRECT COSTS : 28821 409,147 437,968
041 - 500801 | AUDIT FUND SET ASIDE v A 3426 12,358 15,784 |
042 - 500620 | ADDITIONAL FRINGE BENEFITS P 9,563 . 208,000 217,563
046 - 500464 | CONSULTANTS i . .| 2,269,583 2230417 | 4,500,000
059 - 500117 | TEMP FULL TIME . ' 121,242 ' 2,600,000/ 2,721,242
060 - 500601 BENEFITS 101,862 1,200,000 | . 1,301,862
+| 070 - 500704 | IN STATE TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT '5,000 Y 472 ] 8,472
072 -502683 | GRANTS FEDERAL . v, ' -| 5512 1oo 5,512,100
080 - 500717 | OUT OF STATE TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT 9,349 16,000. | . 125,349
102 - 500731 CONTRACTS FOR PROGRAM SERVICE" - 814,350 =] . 814350
Total Expenditures ~° 3424748 | 12,358,494 | 15,783,240,

-EXPLANATION
The Department of Business and Economic Affairs (BEA)?resbectfully requests authonzation-to'aooopi and

. axpend $12,358,494 in federal funds awarded to the State of New Hampshire under the Broadband

Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program. This amount is pant of a larger federal allocation of
$196,560,278.97 made available to the State through the Nationa! Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA), under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021.

These funds will support:

¢ Ongoing work under proviously authorized contracts and awards, including- consultlng aerwoea

 Continued administrative cperations; and

. Future awards related to the State's broadband expansion Inftiatrves

Program Overview i h . ’
The BEAD Program is a federally funded initiative intended to expand broadband Infrastructure and
increase access in underserved and unserved areas. New Hampshire's implementation goals include:

» Ensuring broadband service of at least 100720 Mbps for gll residents

« Delivering speeds of at least 1 Gbps to Community Ancher Institutions (CAls); and : : i

« Prioritizing infrastructure development in areas lacking. adequate service.

Reliable internet access is essential for economic competitwaness and qualrty of life, onabhng remote
work, teleheatlth, virtual education, ‘and more.

Background and Prior Appropriations

New Hampshire was awarded a tota! of $196.5 mil!:on through the BEAD Prograrn whnch Includes
«  $5 million in Planning Grant funds :
e $191.5 million in Program Implementation fundlng

To date, BEA has received approval to accept and expend the followmg BEAD Planning Grant funds:
+  $B0,000 {March 2023 — F1S 23-089-/ G&C #53): Used to hire broadband staff to support. inttial -
program development. (Extended May 2023~ FIS 23-167/ GA&C #161)
o $2,000,000 (April 2023 - FIS 23-122 / G&C #79). Used to engage Mission Broadband (via' RFP
DBEA 2023-16) for strategic planning and development of required federa! submissions (Five-Year
Action Plan, Initial Proposal, Final Proposal) (Extended May 2023 -FIS 23—167 / G&C #161)
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chalrman
Hmlcwmmamemmm

Her Excelléncy, Governar Kelly A. Ayolts
and the Honorable Councll
Papge Jof 4 :

* $2,920,000 (February 2024 FIS 24-065 / G&C #71): Used to procure Chal!enge Process -
soﬂware {Ready.net, Inc.} and engaga Guidehouse, inc. (via | RFP DBEA 2024-11) for compliance

and reporting support.

In addition. BEAD funds have suppor'ted two key positions within the BEA Office of Broadband Initiatives—
both vital to fulfilling the program’s operational and compliance obligations. Thesa staff members report to
the Broagband Program Manager and play a central role in program implementation, stakeholder

. coardination, and federal reporting.

Purpose of CUrront Request
This request soeks autharization to accept and expend an additional $12,358,484 in’ BEAD funds to:
"Maintain support for essential broadgband personnel as prior funding sources are depleted;
. Contmue administering existing contracts and obllgatlons
Cover necessary administrative expenses; and
Prepare for future BEAD-related awards and activities. +

s e o @

' This funding is important to sustaining the rnomentirrn of New Hamshiro's successful broadband

expansion efforts while ensuring full compliance with federal guidetines. BEA remains committed to the
prudent and transparent use of public funds to close the digital divide and expand broadband access
throughout the Stete.

Funds are budgeted In the expense classes listed as follows:

Class 020 — Current Expenses - Leases - office supplies, paper and printer toner for prewously approved
positions,

Class 022 - Additional Rents—Leases other than State for previously approvod posﬂlons

Class 027 — Additional Transfers to DolT - standard expenses to cover IT software and hardware
suppaort for previously approved positions,

Class 037 - Additional Technology Hardware — laptops, monitors and docking stationa for previoualy
approved positions.

Class 039 - Additional Teleoommuninations - phones and phone lines for pmviousty. approved positions.

Class 040 - Indirect Costs - BEA will withdraw funds at the rate of 10% of modified total dlrect oosts this is
the de minimis rate elected to be used pursuant to 2 CFR.200.414(f). .

B

Class 041 - Audit Fund Set-Aside at a rate 0f 0.1 %- to comply with RSA 124:16, which requires all agenctea

which receive federal funds set aside a percentage (0:1%) of federal revenue amount received to pay. for

financial and compliance audits.
Class 042 — Additiona! Fringe Benefits — post retirement expenses for previously approved ‘positions,

Class 046 — Additional Consultants — Consultant to work with the state on repomng. audi hng, ulgtory
raqulrements ' .

Class 059 - Addnional Temp Full Time - salaries for the following previously approved poaitrons 878208
Business Administrator [) (13-2090 MISC FINAN SPECS-5) and 873289 Business Administrator Il (13-
MISC FINAN SPECS-5), positions previously approved by the Fiscal Committes (FIS23-089 on March 24,

2023) and the Governor and Executive Council (#53 on March 22, 2023) through the end of FY2024 and
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte
and the Honorable Council
Page 4 of 4

subsequently approved by the Fiscal Committee (FIS23-167 on May 18, 2023) and the Governar and
Executive Council (#181 on May 31, 2023) through the end of FY2025.

Class 060 - Additional Benefits- benefits for previously approved positions.

Class 070 — Additional In State Travel Reimbursement — mileage incurred for work related activities with
regards to inspections, meetings with stakeholkders and other in state travel requirements.

Class 072 — Grants Federal - for subgrants to internet service providers and other eligible subgrantees to
carry out BEAD eligible projects, with the goal of bringing internet service to all unserved and underserved
Granite Staters.

Class 080 — Additional Out of State Travel Reimbursement ~ For anticipated Federal meetings.

If Federal Funds become no longer available. General Funds will not be requested to support this program.

Respectfully submitted,

N \Re

b s
Taylor Caswell
Commissioner



Fiscal Situation
FY 2025

03-22-22-221510-36360000, BROADBAND-IIJA BEAD

Total Federal Authorization $ 196,560278.97
Less Expenditures thru 6/30/24 $ 1,675,253.63
Remaining Authorization to Budget $ 19498502534
Less Current FY25 Budget $ 3,424,746.37
Authorization
Total Available for Budgeting $ 191,560,278.97
Available to Budget at a Later Date $ 179,201,785.08
REQUESTED ACTION $ 12,358,493.92
Grant Award Number Award Amount Expenses to 6/30/24 Balance
$ 196,560,278.97 $ 157525363 § 19498502534

33-20-B063
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FORM CD-431 * -U.5. OEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE| -~
(REV. 11N8) g X GRANT  COOPE RATIVE AGREEMENT

AMENDMENTTO - AWARD NUMBER.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AWARD " [3320-8083
CFDA NO. AND NAME
11.038 - mequmwmm ' 3 &

PROJECT TIMLE | ' ' : -
New Hampshire BEAD Planning Funds Prcpouu ) oo

RECIPENT ma AMENDMENT NUMBER
ButhmandEmnﬂcAlﬁ&n NeuHampd\imDepamul ; o 2

*I STREET ADORESS 'EFFECTIVE DATE

100N Main St STE 100

| 1008 bkairy Er ST [l __
CITY, STATE ZIP EXTEND PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE TO

o e
Concord, NH 03301-8054 - « 8/30/2032

COSTS ARE REVISED AS  PREVIOUS . | .. - TOTAL

FOLLOWS: ESTIMATED COST AR y DECUEY _ESTIMATED COST
FEDERAL SMARE OF COST $5,000,000.00 $191,56027087 | . $000° | $188560270.07

RECIPENT BMARE OF COST $0.00 $0.00 ! $0.00 $0.00

“
-,

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $500000000 .| $191,660273.97 $000 $198,580,278.67

REASON(8) FOR AMENDMENT

mmmmmumwmnmbmwummumm-mdm.lmlpwmmmm
PmpoulFundlngMMIDMMdebmmbmmsmukmmm
the General Terms and Concilions associzted with the award. s

ALL SPECIFIC AWARD CONDITIONS FROM THE ORIGINAL Avmo OOCUMENT REMAIN IN EFFECT UNLESS NOTED AS
"REVISED". .

q ¥
s

&

This Amendment Document (Form CD-431) signed by.the Grents Oificer