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March 26, 2025

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, NH 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 365:37, authorize the New Hampshire Department of Energy (Department) to
exercise an available nine-month contract renewal option with Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc.
(Blue Ridge), of Travelers Rest, SC, Vendor # 279751, by extending the completion date from March
31, 2025 to December 31, 2025. The contract is to be effective upon the date of Governor and
Council approval, with the option to renew for up to an additional 15 months with Governor and
Executive Council approval. The original contract was approved by Governor and Council on August
23,2023, Item #66. No additional funding is requested in this time extension. 100% Other Funds
(Special Utility Assessment).

EXPLANATION

The Department respectfully requests authority to amend a contract with Blue Ridge, a
consulting firm specializing in strategic analysis and counsel regarding utility revenue requirement
matters. Blue Ridge provides utility revenue requirement consulting services on behalf of the
Department Staff in Public Utilities Commission Docket No. DG-23-067 Liberty Ultilities
(Energy North Natural Gas) Corp. d/b/a Liberty Utilities. The docket has taken longer to resolve
than originally projected, requiring the continued services of Blue Ridge and extension of the
contract.

The contract amount, which is not being increased by this amendment, will not affect the General
Fund. Funds will be assessed pursuant to RSA 365:37, which permits the Department to obtain
experts and assess the costs to the regulated gas utilities who are parties to the proceeding.

Your consideration of this request is appreciated.

Respectfully spbnitted,

-

Jared S. Chicoine
Commissioner



' CONTRACT AMENDMENT #1 |
i
This Contract Amendment (Amendment) is entered into by and between the State of New
Hampshire, acting by and through the New Hampshire Department of Energy (Department), 21
S. Fruit Street, Concord, NH 03301, (hereinafter referred to as State) and Blue Ridge Consulting
Services, Inc. of Travelers Rest, SC, (hereinafter referred to as the Contractor) collectively

referred to as (the Parties).

WHEREAS, the Parties have entered into a contract, approved by the Governor and
Executive Council on August 23, 2023, Item #66 (hereinafter referred to as the Contract);

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to extend and amend the Contract as provided in this
Amendment; and

WHEREAS, the Contract allows for amcndments by an instrument in writing executed by
both Parties;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, and the covenants and conditions
contained in the Contract, and set forth herein, the Parties hereto do hereby agree as follows:

1. Section 1.7, Completion Date, P-37 of the existing Contract is hereby deleted in
its entirety and replaced with the following: December 31, 2025.

2. Exhibit C, paragraph 1 is hereby amended to change the completion date from
March 31, 2025 to December 31, 2025.

3. This Amendment hereunder shall become effective upon approval by the New
Hampshire Govemnor and Executive Council.

4. Except as specifically amended and modified by the terms and conditions of this
Amendment, the Contract and the obligations of the Parties hereunder, shall
remain in full force and effect with the terms and conditions set forth herein.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties herete have set their hands on the dates written below.

Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc.

By: fl¢ y Date: _If 3!’ 302¢
Donna H. Mullinax, President )

RFP 2023-015 Grantee Initials
Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc. Date e
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Z/(A/‘j(aﬁv A Date: Q/ 3 /0702 S

ed S. Chicoine, Commissioner

Approval by the Attorney General’s Office (Form, Substance and Execution)

Qoaiyﬂémm» Date. | 2/2072025

UPrint Name and Title
Joshua Harrison, Assistant Attorney General

Approval by the Governor and Executive Council

G&C Meeting Date: G&C Item #
RFP 2023-015 Grantee Initials
Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc. Date
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State of New Hampshire
- Department of State

CERTIFICATE

1, David M. Scanlan, Secretary of State of the State of New Hampshire, do hereby certify that BLUE RIDGE CONSULTING
SERVICES, INC. is a South Carolina Profit Corpotation registered to transact business in New Hampshire on June 06, 2017. |
further certify that all fees and documents required by the Secretary of State’s office have been received and is in good standing as

far as this office is concerned.

Business 1D: 772428
Centificate Number: 0007036182

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF,

I hereto set my hand and cause to be affixed
the Seal of the State of New Hampshire, -
this 30th day of January A.D. 2025.

David M. Scanlan

Secretary of State



CERTIFICATE OFF A UTHORITY/VOTE
(Corporation with Notary Seal)

1, Tracv Kiaces _, do hereby certify that:
(Name of Clerk of the Corporation, cannot be the one who signed the contract)

1.

e

[P

[ am a duly elected Clerk of Blue Ridge Consulting Services. [nc,
(The Corporation)

The following are true copies of two resolutions duly adopted at a meeting of the Board of Directors of

the Corporation duly heldon __t ] 312§
(Date given authority)

RESOLVED: That this Corporallon enter into a contract with the State of New Hampshlre acting through
its Public Utilities Commission for the provision of ___regulatory consulting services.

RESOLVED: That the Donna Mullinax iz

(Title of one who signed the contract)
is hereby authorized on behalf of this Corporation to enter into the said contract with the State and to
execute any and all documents, agreements and other instruments, and any amendments, revisions, or
modifications thereto, as he/she may deem necessary, desirable or appropriate.

The forgoing resolutions have not been'amended or revoked, and remain in full force and effect
asof \ \ AV e

(Date Contract Signed)
Tracy Klaes (is/are) the duly elected Secretary
(Name of Corporate Signatory) (Title of Corporate Signatory)
of the Corporation.

(Signaturgf the Clerk ‘of the Corporation)
stateor (NOVW Camlina
County of E-]E N IQ%FSLQ‘

&'ﬁoma}s{mmem was acknowledged before me this %\%‘, day of
Q ,2025, by VY AN ™M\ lades

(Name of person signifly above, Clerk of the Corpomlid'n)

(NOTARY SEAL)

Commission Expires: ('ﬂ ab a(:ﬁ’)

Howlel Suarez
Notony Pubiic
Henderson County, NC
Comenission expres 07-26.27
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CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

DATE (MMDDIVYYY)
08/16/2024

REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder s an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy{les) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policles may require an endorsement. A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in fieu of such endorsement(s).

PRODUCER CONTACT  P&C-Comm
J.Freeman & Associates, Inc. PHONE . (B64)331-4400 | {Ax, woy _(864) 331-4401
Post Office Box 3587 SODRESS:
INSURER(S} AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #

Greenville SC 29608 INSURER 4 : The Hartford
INSURED . INSURER B :

Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc. INSURER € :

114 Knightsridge Road INSURERD :

INSURER E :

Travelers Rest SC 29690 INSURER F :

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER:  CL2481605041 REVISION NUMBER: -

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES, LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS,

[INSR ADDLSUBK POLIGY EFF |
TTR TYPE OF INSURANCE INSD [ WvD POLICY NUMBER mm’borwm cugg%% LIS
D] COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY EACH OCCURRENCE ¢ 1.000.000
I DAAGE T0 RENTED 1000.000
CLAIMS-MADE OCCUR PREMISES {Ea ocourence) $ z
MED EXP (Any ong person) | s 10000
A 22 SBA AA4046 08/15/2024 | 081152025 [personaL 8 aoviuny | s 1:000.000
GENL AGGREGATE LIMIT ARPLIES PER; GENERAL AGGREGATE s 2.000.000
POLICY et Loc PRODUCTS - coMProP ace | 3 2:000.000
QTHER: s
COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT
AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY (E» sccigent] $ 1,000,000
ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Per person) H
OWNED SCHEDULED
A AITOSIGTY oS 22 SBA AA4046 08/15/2024 | 08/15/2025 | BODILLY WNJURY {Per accident) | §
3] HIRED NON-OWNED PROPERTY DAMAGE P
| 25 AUTOS ONLY AUTDS ONLY | (Per socident)
5
D uMBrELLALAB | XX] neeyr EACH OCCURRENCE s 1,000,000
A EXCESS LIAB CLAIMS-MADE 22 SBA AA4046 08/15/2024 | 081572025 | JoorecaTE s 1,000,000
oen | <] rerenmon s © s
WORKERS COMPENSATION PER ot
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY e X SR ER T
A R T s AECU IV E A 22 WBC ABSL11 08/15/2024 | 08/15/2025 | Exk: BACH ACCIDENT $1 s
(Mandatory in NH) EL.DISEASE - EAEMPLOYEE | ¢ 1.000,000
It yos. cestribe under 1,000,000
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below EL DisEasE - poLcy Lt |5 1,000
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (ACORD 101, Additionsl Remarks Schedule, may ba attachad H more space is reguired)

CERTIFICATE HOLDER

CANCELLATION

State of New Hampshire
Department of Energy
21 8. Fruit St., Sulte 10

Concord NH 03302-2429

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREQF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

(Hznio

ACORD 25 (2016/03)

© 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.

The ACORD name and logo are ragisterad marks of ACORD
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
. @ TOO Access: Retay NH
Jares S. Chicoine e )
' Tet. (603) 271-3670
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
Crisipner . €. & FAX No, 2711526
Webshe:
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY W energy.nh.gov

21S. Frait SL, Suite 10
Concord, N.H. 03301-2429

August 23,2023
His Excellency, Governor Chnistopher T. Sununu '
and the Honorable Council
State House
Concord, NH 03301
REQUESTED ACT]ON

Pursuant to RSA 365:37, authorize the New Hampshire Department of Energy (Department} to enter
into a contract with Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc. (Blue Ridge), of Travelers Rest, SC, Vendor
# 279751, for $81,475, to provide utility revenue requirement consulting services on behalf of
Department Staff in Docket No. DG 23-067 Liberty Utilities (EnergyNorth Natural Gas) Corp. d/b/a
Liberty Utilities (Liberty or the Company). The contract is to be effective upon the date of Governor
and Council approval through March 31, 2025, with the option to renew for up to two additional years
with Govemnor and Executive Council approval. 100% Other Funds (Utility Special Assessment).

Funding is authorized from the account, General Consultants, as follows with the amhoritf to adjust
encumbrances in e¢ach of the State fiscal years through the Budget Office if needed and justified:

Funding will be available, pursuant to RSA 365:37, in account General Consultants.

02-52-52-520010-13820000-046-500464: FY 24 FY25 Total
$70,000 $11,475 $81,475
EXPLANATION

The Department respectfully requests authority to enter into a contract in an amount not to
exceed $81,475 with Blue Ridge, a consulting firm specializing in strategic analysis and counsel
regirding revenue requirement matters. On June 26, 2023, Liberty filed a notice of intent to file
request for a change in rates.

The Department issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) on June 29, 2023. The notice of the RFP
was published in the Union Leader for three days and was posted on the Department’s website as
well as the procurement website for the Department of Administrative Services. The Department
received two responses to its RFP. An evaluation tearn made up of the Director in the
Department’s Administrator IV for Regulatory, Senior Hearings Examiner and the Department’s
Administrator [V for Audit reviewed the two RFP responses. The bid responses were scored
using the selection criteria identified in the RFP, weighted as follows: qualifications, technical,



His Excellency, Governar Christopher T. Sununu
end the Honorable Council

August 23, 2023

Page 2 0f 2

a,

and practical experience (maximum of 25 points); clanity and appropriateness of proposed
criteria evaluation, approaches and knowledge of relevant subject matter (maximum 20 points);
general experience and qualifications in providing similar services {(maximum 25 points}, costs
(maximum 20 points); and overall résponsiveness to the RFP, including completeness, clarity, and
quality (maximum 10 points). Blue Ridge was determined to be the highest sconng qualified proposal
21 98 points versus an 86-point score for the second-highest qualified proposal.”

'ﬁ:e contract amount will not affect the General Fund. Funds will be assessed pursuant to RSA_,
365:37, which permits the Department to obtain experts and assess the costs to the regulated electric
utilities who are mandatory parties to the proceeding.

Your consideration 6?‘ this request is appreciated.

Commissioner



RFP #2023-015 Revenue Reguirement

Scoring Team: Deen Arif, Administrator 1V, Paul Dexter, Senior Hearings Examiner; Karen Moran,
Administrator IV

Date of Review: July 25, 2023

Bidder:

1

Bilue Ridge Consulting
Services, Inc.

London Econoniics
Intermational LLC

Qualifications, technical expertise, certifications, and knowledge that the organization or individual possesses,
including that of the staff and any subcontractors proposed to be assigned to the engagement, providing
services directly relevant Lo the specified scope of services, ability to perform all of the major disciplines
necessary to perform the work, the experience, commitment and role of the firm’s proposed manager in charge
of providing quality services to the Department, availability and accessibility of proposer staff and sub-
conltractor personnel assigned to the engagement. (Maximum Point Score: 25)

24

24

Clarity and appropniateness of proposed general approaches and demonstrated knowledge of relevant subject
maltler, including proposed allocation of resources and time 1o critical 1asks, proposed scope of work, project
schedule, and distribution of proposed work hours. (Maximum Point Score: 20)

15

Experience and qualifications in providing similar services in New Hampshire as well as other states and to
other regulatory agencies. General experience providing similar services. {(Maximum Point Score: 25)

25

22

Cost of consulting services and expenses, including the competitiveness of the proposed budget and/or hourly
rates and any proposed discounts or other benefits. Cost savings that may result (rom a firm having responded
1o multiple concurrent requests for proposals may be considered. (Maximum Point Score: 20)

20

16

Overall responsiveness Lo the requirements of the RFP, including completeness, clarity, and quality of proposal.

(Maximum Point Score: 10)

10

Total Score

98

86

Pricing

$81.475

$98,208




FORM NUMBER P-37 (version 2/23/2023)

Netice: ﬂtisnsf:cmmimdnﬂofiuumhmuwlmmbﬁgummbmipionwcmm
" Exscuiive Council for approval. Any information that is private, confidential or propristary mus:
be clearty identifiad 1o the sgency and agrted 10 in writing prior to signing the contract

: AGCREEMENT .
Tha State of New Hampahire and the Cootractar hereby mutustly sgree as follows:
, GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. IDENTIFICATION.
1.0 State Agency Name 1.2 Stato Agency Address
Depanment of Energy 21 8. Fruft St Sta. 10, Concord, NH 03301
1.3 Coatractor Name I 4 Contractor Addregy
Blus Ridge Conulting Services, Iuz, 114 Knightsridge Rd., Tmvelers Rest, SC 29690
15 ComtractorPhooe - | 1.6 Account Unit and Class | 1.7 Completion Dae 1.8 Price Limition
Number )
(854) 420-8084 13820000- 500464 March 31, 2025 $81,475
1.8 Contrecting OfTicer for Stato Agency 1.10 Sate Agency Telephone Number
Fuisal Deen Al 603-271-2441
111 Contrector Signature 1.12 Name and Title of Contractor Signatory
. N Date: Donns H. Mullinax, President
Bpnns Mutlioe, 8/2)23 ;
1.13 , Sate i i .14 Name end Title of State Agency Signatory
/ l ~ . Date: X/q/o)J lered §. Chicoine, Comnissioner
144 Agproval by the N. of Adminisiration, Division of Perscnnel ({f agplicable} :
By: Lo 4 /&-'6&‘-‘ Direstor, On:  8/4/2023
116 Approval by the Auorncy Generel (Form, Substance and Executioa) ({f applicable)
By A s . . Om 8/8/2023

notand Executive Council (if appilcodie)

A
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1. SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED. The Suste of New
Hampshire, acting through the egency identified in block 1.1
(“State™), engages contraclor identified in block 1.3 (“Contractor”)
1o perform, and the Contractor shall perform, the work or sale of
goods, or both, identified and more particularly described in the
atteched EXHIBIT B which is incorporated herein by reference
(“Services™).

3, EFFECTIVE DATE/COMPLETION OF SERVICES.

3.1 Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to the
contrary, and subject to the spproval of the Govemor end
Executive Council of the State of New Hampshire, if applicable,
this Agreement, end all obligations of the parties hereunder, shall
become effective on the date the Governor and Exccutive Councit
epprove this Agreement, unless no such approvel is required, in
which case the Agreement shall become effective on the date the
Agreement is signed by the State Agency as shown in block 1.13
(“Effective Date™).

3.2 If the Contractor commences the Services prior (o the EfTective
Date, all Services performed by the Contractor prior to the
EfTective Date shall be performed at the sole risk of the Contractor,
and in the cvent that this Agreement doey not become effective, the
State shall have no liability to the Contractor, including without
limitation, any obligation to pay the Contractor for any costs
incurred or Services performed.

3.3 Contractor must complete all Services by the Completion Date
spesified in block 1.7.

4. CONDITIONAL NATURE OF AGREEMENT.
Notwithstanding eny provision of this Agreement Lo the contrery,
all obligations of the Stato hereunder, including, without limitetion,
the continuance of payments hereunder, are contingent upon the
availability end continued appropristion of funds. In no event ghall
the Statz be liable for any peyments hereunder in excess of such
evailable appropristed funds. In the event of o roduction or
termination of epproprieted funds by any state or federal legislative
or executive action that reduces, climinates or otherwise modifics
the spproprietion or availability of funding for this Agreement and
the Scope for Services provided in EXHIBIT B, in whole or in part,
the Stato shall have the right to withhold payment until such funds
become svailable, if cver, and shall have the right to reduce or
terminate the Services under this Agreement immediately upon
giving the Cantractor notice of such reduction or terminstion. The
Statc shall not be reqiired to transfer funds from any other eccount
or source lo the Account identified in block 1.6 in the event funds
in that Account are reduced or unavailable,

5. CONTRACT PRICE/PRICE LIMITATION/ PAYMENT,
5.1 The contract price, method of payment, and terms of payment
are identified and morc particularly described in EXHIBIT C
which i3 incorporated berein by reference.

5.2 Notwithstanding any provision in this Agreement to the
contrery, end notwithstanding unexpected circumstances, in no
event shall the total of all payments suthorized, or actually made
bereunder, exceed the Price Limitation set forth in bloeck 18, The
payment by the State of the cantrect price shall be the only and the
completz reimbursement to the Contractor for* ell expenses, of
whatcver nature incurred by the Contractor in Lhe performance

hereof, and shall be the only and the oomplete compcnunon o the
Contractor for the Services.

5.3 The Swte reserves the right to offset from any amounts
otherwise payable to the Contractor urider this Agreement those
liquidated amounts required or permitted by N.H. RSA 80:7
through RSA B0:7-c or eny other provision of law,

$.4 The Siate’s ligbility under this Agreement shall be limited to
monctary damages not (o cxceed the total fees paid. The Contracior
agrees that it has an edequate remedy at law for eny breach of this
Agreement by the State and hereby waives any right to specific
performance or other equitable remedies agsinst the Sute.

6. COMPLIANCE BY CONTRACTOR WITH LAWS AND
REGULATIONS/EQUAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY.

6.1 In connection with the performance of the Services, the
Contractor shall comply with all applicable statutes, laws,
regulations, end orders of federsl, state, county or municipel
muthorities which imposs eny .obligation or duty upon the
Contractor, including, but pot limited to, civil rights end cqual
employment opportunity laws and the Governor's order on Respect
and Civility in the Workptace, Executive order 2020-01. In
addition, if this Agreement is funded in any pert by monies of the
United States, the Contrector shall. comply with ell federal
executive ordery, rules, regulations end statutes, and with eny rules,
regulstions and guidelines es the State or the United Scates issue to
implement these regulations. The Contractor shall also comply
with ell applicable intellectual property laws.

6.2 During'the term of this Agreement, the Contractor shall pot
discriminate agninst employees or spplicants for employment
because of ege, sex, sexual orientation, rece, color, marital status,
physical or mental disability, religious creed, nationsl origin,
gender identity, or gender expression, snd will ke affirmative
ection to prevent such discrimination, unless exempt by siate or
federal law. The Contrector shall emsurc any subcontractors
camply with these nondiscrimination requirements.

63 No paymems or transfers of valuve by Contracior or is
representatives in connection with this Agreement have or shall be
made which have the purpose or efect of public or comumercial
bribery, ot acceplance. of or scquicscence in extortion, kickbacks,
or other unlawful or improper means of obteining business.

6.4. The Contractor agrees (¢ permit the Swute or United States
access to any of the Contrecior's books, records end eccounts for
the pupase of ascertaining compliance with this Agrecment and
81! rules, regulations and orders pertining to the covenants, terms
end conditions of this Agreement.

7. PERSONNEL.

7.1 The Contractor shall sl its own expense provide all personnel
necessary to perform the Services. The Contractor wiurants that all
personne] engaged in the Services shall be qualified to perform the
Scrvices, and shail be properly licensed and otherwise aythorized
to do 30 under ail applicable laws,

7.2 The Contracting Officer specified in block 1.9, or any
successor, shall bo the State’s paint of contact pertaining to this

Agreement.

Page 2 0fd
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8. EVENT OF DEFAULT/REMEDIES.

8.1 Any cne or more of the following acts or omissions of the
Contrector shall constitute an event of default hereunder (“Event
of Default"):

8.1.1 failure 1o perform the Services satisfactorily or on schedule;
8.1.2 failure to submit any report required hereunder; snd/or

8.1.3 faiture to perform any other covenant, term or condition of
this Agreement.

8.2 Upon the occurrence of any Event of Default, the State may
tzke any one, or more, or sll, of the following ections:

8.2.1 give the Contractor a wrilten notice specifying the Event of
Default and requiring it 1o be remedied within, in the absence of &
greater or lesser specmuhun of time, thirty (30) czlendar days
from the date of the notice; and if the Event of Default is not timely
curcd, terminate Lhis Agreement, elfective two (2) calendar days
after giving the Contractor natice of termination;

8.2.2 give the Contractor a written notice specifying the Event of
Defauh and suspending ell* payments to be msde under this
Agreement and ordering that the portion of the contrect price which
would otherwise acerus to the Contractor during the period from
the date of such notice until such time ss the State determines that
the Contractor has cured the Event of Default shall never be paid
to the Contractor;

£.2.3 give the Contrector & wrinien notice specifying the Event of
Defauli and set off against eny other obligations the State may owe
10 the Contractor any damages the State suffers by reason of eny
Event of Default; and/or

8.2.4 give the Contrector s written nolice specifying the Event of
Default, treat the Agreement as breached, terminate the Agreement
end pursue any of its remedies ot taw or in equity, or both.

9. TERMINATION.

9.1 Notwithsianding persgreph 8, the Siate may, at its solo
discretion, terminate the Agreement for eny reason, in whole or in
pan, by thirty (30) calendar days written notice to the Contractor
thal the State is exercising its option to terminate the Agreement.
9.2 In the event of an early termination of this Agreement for any
reason other than the comptetion of the Services, the Contrector
shall, &t the State’s discretion, deliver 1o the Contracting Officer,
not later than fifleen (I5) calendar days afer the date of
termination, a report (“Termination Report™) dﬂmbmg in deteil
all Services performed, end the cantract price camed, 1o and
including the date of termination. In sddition, at the State’s
discretion, the Contrector shall, within fifieen (15} calendar days
of notice of early termination, develop and submit to the State a
transition plan for Services under the Agreement.

10. PROPERTY OWNERSHIP/DISCLOSURE.

10.1 As used in this Agreement; the word “Property” shall mean
all data, information and things developed or obtained during the
performance of, or ecquired or developed by reason of, this
Agreement, including, but not limited to, 8l studics, reports, files,
formulas, surveys, maps, chans, mund recordings, video
recordings, pictorie] reproductions, drawings, analyses, graphic
representations, computer programs, computer printouts, notes,
letters, memoranda, pepers, and documents, &l whether finished or
unfinished.

10.2 Ali data and any Property which has been received from the
Statz, or purchased with funds provided for that purpose under this
Agreement, shall be the property of the State, end shall bo retumed
10 the State upon demand or upon termination of this Agreement
for any resson.

10.3 Disclosure of data, information md other records shall be
govemed by N.H. RSA chapter 91.A and/or other applicable law.
Disclosure requires prior written approval of the State.

11, CONTRACTOR'S RELATION TO THE STATE. In the
performance of this Agreement the Contractor is in all respects an
independent contractor, and is neither &n agent nor an employec of
the State. Neither the Contractor nor any of its officers, employees,
egents or members shall have suthority to bind the State or receive
eny benefits, workers’ compensation or other emoluments
provided by the State to its employces,

12. ASSIGNMENT/DELEGATION/SUBCONTRACTS.

12§ Cantractor shall provide the State written notice at least fifteen
(15) calendar days before any pmposcd assignment, delegation, or
other transfer of any interest in this Agreement. No such
essignmenl, delegation, or other tansfer shall be effective without
the written consent of the State.

122 For purposes of paragraph {2, o Change of Control shall
constitute assignment. “Change of Control™ means () merger,
consolidation, or s transaction or series of relsted trunsactions in
which a third parnty, together with its affiliates, becomes the direct
or indirect owner of fifty percent (50%) or more of the voling
thares or similer equity interests, or combined voting power of the
Contractor, or (b) the ssle of all or substantially all of the assets of
the Coalractor.

12.3 None of the Services shail be subcontracted by the Conu-nctor
without prior wrirten notics and consent of the State.

124 The State is cntitled to copies of all subcontracts end
assignment agreements and shall not be bound by any provisions
conteined in & subconiract or an assignment agreement o which it -
is not a party.

13. INDEMNIFICATION. The Contractor shall indemmify,
defend, and hold harmiess the State, its ofTicers, and employees
from and egainst eil actions, clzims, damages, demands,
judgments, fines, lisbilities, losses, and other expenses, including,
without limitation, rcasonable attomeys' fees, srising out of or
relating to this Agreement directly or indirectly arising from death,
personal injury, property damage, intellectual propeny
infringement, or other clsims asserted against the State, its officers,
or employees caused by the ects or omissions of negligence,
reckless or willful misconduct, or fraud by the Contractor, its
employees, agents, or subcontrectors. The State shall not be liable
for eny costs’ incurred by the Contractor arising under this
parsgraph 1. Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing herein
contained shall be deemed to conslitute a waiver of the State's
sovereign immunity, which immunity is hereby reserved to the
Suxte. This covenant in paragraph 13 shall survive the termination
of this Agreement.
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14, INSURANCE,

14.1 The Contractor shall, a1 is sole expenss, obtain and
continuously maintain in force, and shall require aoy subcomtractor
or esgignee to obtein and meintain in force, the following
insurance:

14.1.1 commercial general liability insurance against all claims of
bodily injury, death or property damage, in mounts of not less than
$1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregale or excess;
end

14.1.2 special cause of loss coverage form covering all Property
subject to subparagraph 10.2 herein, in en amount not less than
80% of the whole replacement value of the Property.

14.2 The policics described in subparagraph 14.1 herein shall be on
policy forms and endorsements approved for use in the State of
New Hampshire by the N.H. Deparunent of Insurence, and issued
by insurcrs licensed in the State of New Hampshire.

143 The Contactor shall furnish to the Contracting Officer
idettificd in bleck 1.9, or any successor, a certificate(s) of
insurance for all insurance required under this Agreement. At the
request of the Contrecting Officer, or any successor, the Contractor
shall provide cenificate(s) of insurance for all renewsl(s) of
insurance required under this Agreement. The certificate(s) of
insurance and eny renewals thercof shall be etached and are
incorporated herein by reference.

15. WORKERS' COMPENSATION.

15.1 By signing this agreement, the Contractor agrees, certifies and
werrants that the Contractor is in compliance with or exempt from,

the requirements of N.H. RSA chapter 281-A (“Workers’

Compensation”).

15.2 To the extent the Contractor is subject to the requnrcmcnu of
N.H. RSA chapter 281-A, Contractor shall maintain, and reguire
any subcontractor or assignes to secure and maintain, payment of
Workers' Compensalion in connection with sctivities which the
persan proposes to undertake pursuant to this Agreement. The
Contrector shall furnish the Contracting Officer identificd in block
1.9, or any successor, proof of Workers’ Compensation in the
mannes described in N.H. RSA chapter 281-A and eny appliceble
renewal(s) thereof, which shall be strached and arc incorporsted
herein by reference. The State shall not be responsible for payment
of eny Workers' Compensation premiums or for any other claim or
benefil for Contrector, or any subcontractor or employee of
Contractor, which might arise under spplicsble Stats of New
Hampshire Workers' Compensation laws in conncction with the
performance of the Services under ihis Agreement.

16. WAIVER OF BREACH. A State's failurc to enforce its rights
with respect Lo any single or continuing breach of this Agreement
shall not act &3 8 waiver of the right of the State to [ater enforce any
such rights or to enforce eny other or eny subsequent breach.

17. NOTICE. Any notice by & party hereto to the other party shall
be deemed to have been duly delivered or given et the time of
mailing by certificd mail, postage prepaid, in 8 Uhited States Post
O[ﬁceaddmuodlod:cplmuulhelddmmgwmmbloch 1.2
and 1.4, herein.

18. AMENDMENT. This Agreement may be amended, waived or
discharged only by an instrument in writing signed by the parties
hereto and only eficr approval of such amendment, waiver or
discharge by the Governor and Executive Council of the State of
New Hampshire unless no such approval is required under the
circumstances pursuant 1o State law, rule or policy.

19. CHOICE OF LAW AND FORUM.
19.1 This Agreement shall be govemned, interpreted and construed
in sccordance with the taws of the State of New Hampshire except
where the Federsl supremacy clsuse requires otherwise. The
wording used in this Agreement is the wording chosen by the
partics to express their mutual intent, and no rule of construction
shall be epplicd against or in favor of any party.
19.2 Any sactions arising out of this Agreement, including the
breach or alleged breach thereof, may not be submitted 1o binding
arbitration, but must, instead, be broyught and maintained in the
Merrimack County Superior Court of New Humpshire which shall
have exclusive jurisdiction thereof.

r

20. CONFLICTING TERMS. In the event of s conflict between
the terms of this P-37 form (as modified in EXHIBIT A) end eny
other portion of this Agreemnent including eny attachments thereto,
the terms of the P-37 (s modified in EXHIBIT A) shall control.

21. THIRD PARTIES. This Agreement is being entered into for
the sole benefit of the parties hereto, and nothing herein, express or
implied, is intended to or will confer any legal or equilable right,
benefil, or remedy of any nature upon eny other person.

12. HEADINGS. The headings throughout the Agreement are for
reference purposes only, end the words contained therein shall in
no way be held to explain, modify, emplify or eid in the
interpretation, construction or meening of the provisions of this
Agreement.

13. SPECIAL PROVISIONS. Additicnal or modifying
provisions g2t forth in the anached EXHIBIT A ere incorporated
berein by reference.

24. FURTHER ASSURANCES. The Conuractor, along with its
agents and affiliates, shal), at its own cosi and expense, execute any
additional documents and take such further ections a3 may be
reasonebly required o carry out the provisions of this Agreement
and give cfTect to the transactions contemplated hereby.

25. SEVERABILITY. In the event any of the provisions of this
Agreement are held by s court of compelent jurisdiction to be
contrary to eny sute or federe! law, the remaining provisions of

this Agreement will remain in full force and efTect, i

26. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement, which may be
exccuted in & number of counterparts, each of which shall be
deemed an original, constitutes the entire sgreement and
understanding between the psrties, end supersedes alli prior
sgreements and understandings with respect to the subject matter
hereof.
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EXHIBIT A

SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. In conformity with Paragraph 12 of the General Provisions, the State hereby authorizes
the Contractor to utilize Wen Hudsod of Lean Utility as a subcontractor, at the rates
specified in the Contractor’s Proposal, at the Contractor's sole expense, and the State will
reimburse the Contractor for the cost of its subcontractor’s services. The State will not
pay any subcontractor directly for its services to the Contractor. The amount to be paid
to the Contractor, including the amounts paid for services provided to the Contractor by
any permitted subcontractor, shall not exceed the Price Limitation listed on Exhibit C.

2. The Contractor may not substitute or change personnel identified in its Propos'alal without
written notice to and the consent of the Department, such consent not to be unreasonably
withheld.

i The Contractor agrees to maintain confidential afl information to which it has access uatil
such time as it is instructed otherwise by the Department.

4 In sccordance with the provisions of RFP 2023-015, the contract term may be extended
by up to two additional years to conduct the same or similar work and the not-to-exceed
amount may be increased, all at the sole option of the State, contingent upon satisfactary
contractor performance, projected requirements for similar consulting services, and, when
applicable, Governor and Executive Council approval.

RFP 2023015 : Grantee Initisls DHM
Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc. Date
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EXHIBIT B
SCOPE OF SERVICES

The consultant will be bired and supervised by the Department to perform the consulting work,
and will work at the direction of, and io consultation with the Department. The consultant(s)
chosen will be expected to work on a broad rapge of financial issues related to the assignment.
Among other things, tasks will include:

Review of the Company’s proposed revenue requirements and resultant rate increase;
Preparation of interrogatorics and participation in other discovery activities;
Participation in technical sessions and settlement discussions;

Preparation and submission of direct and, if needed, rebuttal testimony;

Preparation of responses to interrogatories;

Attendance at hezrings for live testimany and cross-examination; and

Calculation of revenue deficiencies under various scenarios.

The consultant shall conduct an initial project scoping meeting with the Department. The
purpose of the meeting is to review and refine the scope; task and project approach requirements;
review the allocation of resources among detiverables; establish a project plan, with key
deliverables and milestone dates; and establish project management and communication
protocols to ensure that the information needs of both the Department and the consultant are
satisfied.

In the process of preparing cach deliverable, the consultants will work closely with the
Department in order to facilitate effective knowledge transfer of cach issue. The work of the
consultant will be subject to an evaluation of progress achieved agaiast the above-mentioned
scope and tasks to take place after completion of the key deliverables identified during the
meeting to discuss the scope of the project.

RFP 2023-015 " Grantee Initials
Bluc Ridge Consuliing Services, Inc. Date
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EXHIBIT C

ONTRACT AMOU ERMS AND METHODS OF PAYMENT

l. This contract agreement becomes effective on date of execution by the Department and
concludes on March 31, 2025.

2. Estimated Budget: Blue Ridge Consulting, Inc. (Contractor) will charge for professional
consulting services for time involved and expenses incurred for an amount not to exceed
$81,475. Services will be provided in Exhibit B at the following hourly rates:

*The asterisked names below are those of subcontractors whom the Contractor is

permitted to utilize as needed.
Labor Category Name Labor Rate (fully loaded)
: {$/hour)
Project Manager and Donna Mullinax - $240.00
Expert Witness
Senior Consultant Joe Freedman $205.00
Senior Consultant Dan Salter $205.00
Consultant Wen -Hudson® $190.00
Lean Utility LLC
Consultant Tracy Klaes $190.00

All reasonable related out-of-packet costs and expenses, including travel, approved by
the Department, will be invoiced at cost without mark-up and are subject to the Price
Limitation below.

1 Price Limitation: The contract shall not exceed $81,475.

4. Method of Payment: Payment to be made oo satisfactory completion of the assigned
work on the basis of monthly invoices reviewed and approved by the Department. All
invoices shall be supported by a summary of activities that have taken place in
sccordance with the terms of the contract, along with a detailed listing of out-of-pocket
expenses incurred and copies of receipts. Invoices shall provide adequate back up
including the dates and hours worked per individual during the month and the detailed
description of the service provided during those hours. Invoices shall be submitted by
email to Faisal Deen Arif at Faisal. DeenArifi@encrgy.nh.gov or mailed to him at New
Hampshire Department of Energy, 21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10, Concord, New
Hampshire 03301-2429.

Payments hereunder are contingent upon the availability of funds assessed pursuant to

RSA 365:37. The Departrment will assess the costs of the contract to the appropriate
party(ics) and upon payment of the assessment, will process payment to the Contractor.

RFP 2023-015 ' Grantee [nitials L
Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc. Date
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{. Tracy Klags
(Name of Clerk of ithe Corporation, cannot be the anc who signed the conwract)

2

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY/VOTE
(Corporation with Notary Seal)

du hereby centify that:

Lam a duly elected Secretary of Blug Riduc Consulling Services. Ine.
(The Corporalion) '

The following are truc copies of two resolutions duly ndopied ot a meeting of the Board of Direclors of

the Corporation duly held on Auvgust 2, 2023
(Date given suthority)

RESQLVED: That this Corporation enter into a contract with the State of New Hampshire, acting through
its Dcpartment of Energy for the provision of ___rcgulntory consulting services.

RESOLVED: Tha Daonpa Mullinax, President

. (Titte of one who signed the contract)
is hereby authorized on behalf of this Corporation to enter into the said contract with the State and to
execute any and all documents, agreements and other instruments, and any ameadments, revisions, or
modifications thereto, as he/she may deem necessary, desirable or appropriate.

The forgoing resolutions have not been amended o revoked, and remain in Null force and effect

- as of August 2, 2023.

(Date Contract Signed)
Tracy Klaes : (isfare) the duly clected Sceretany
{Name of Corporate Signalory) (Tille of Corporate Sipnatory)

of the Corporation,

{Signature of the Clerk of the Corporation)

state of Nocth (anline
Roendoron

County of

e foregoing instrument was scknowledged belore me this 2 Qd day of

A L2043, by Tvac foen
f.perSon Ejgr}ing above, Clerk of the Corportiion)
&

:iolnry Public / Justice of the Peace ‘

(Nam:
‘.‘: VP s
& hgtary Publie 4
S <  Handerssn
IINOTARNISEAL)
= My Cemm. Exp.

., 4, 0020207 ¥
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State of New Hampshire
Department of State

CERTIFICATE

I, David M. Scanlan, Secretary of State of the State of New Hampshire, do hereby centify that BLUE RIDGE CONSULTING
SERVICES, INC. is o South Carofina Prafit Corporation registered (o transact business in New Hampshire on June 06, 2017.
further certify that all fees and documems required by the Sccrelary of State’s office have been reccived and is in good standing as

far as this oflice is concermned.

Business [D: 772418
Cenificalc Number: 0006236412

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF,

I herelo set my hand and causce to be affixed
the Scal of the State of New Hampshire,
this 2dth day of May A.D. 2023.

David M. Scanlan

Sccretary of Staie
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" CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

. DATE (MWDO/YYYY)
08022023

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFQRDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: H the certficate holder Is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subjact to the terms and condlitions of the policy, certain policies may require en endorsement. A statement on
this cortificate does not confar rights to the certificate holder in lisu of such endorsament(s).

PRODUCER

f‘ﬁg‘t" P&C-Comm
JFreaman & Associates, inc. iy {864) 331-4400 [ [, woy, _(864) 331-4401
Post Office Box 31597 ADDRESS: .
; IMSURER(S) AFFOROING COVERAGE NAIKC &
Groenvile SC 29808 NSURER A : The Harttord
IMSURED INSURER B :
Bilue Ridge Consuling Services. Inc. NSURER C :
114 Knightsridge Road HSURERTDL
INSURER K
Travelers Rest SC 29890 INSURER F :
COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER:  CL238204801 REVISION NUMBER:
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR YHE POLICY PERIQD
INDICATED, NOTWITHSTANDING ANY RECQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE I5SUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS ANC CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.
R TYPE OF INSURANCE pesp o POLICY NUMTER "m%ﬂ JATAL LN v
D] COMMERCAL GENERAL UABRITY EACH OCCUMRENCE ' 3 1.000.000
)
| cLancs.suoe E OCCUR | PREAISES [y popumpece) | 3 1.090.000
| MED EXP [Any ona person) 3 10,000
A 22 SBAAALD4E 08/15/2023 | 08/45/2024 | pepaoma, s aovowmy |3 1-000.000
GENU AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE 4 2.000.000
pocy || 6 Loc PRODUCTS - couPoPAGG | 3 2:000.000
OTHER: [
AUTOMODILE LIADIITY COMBIRED ENGLE LHAT 3 1,000,000
[ | aeraumo BOCA.Y INABTY (Per perscn] | §
[ | owneo SCHEDWLED
A || :.%og oo A0S . 22 SBA AALD4S 08/13/2023 | 08/15/2024 mv::mcnm} )
5 AUTOS OMLY AUTOS OraY ngi 0ee ',’""' R )
[}
[ D] umsrELLALAB | D occur EACH OCCURRENCE g 1.000.000
A EXCESS LIAD CLAMS-MADE 22 SBA AALD4S 08/15/2023 | OBNN202 | snaneqate ¢ 1,000,000
ogo | < revesmon s © )
WORKERS COMPENSATION E pen l | E;H-
AND EMPLOYERS LIABILITY L8 T
[ vilsrardvopriives atadl nia| | z2wecaBsLn 08152023 | CBr5r2024 | Gk EACHACGIDENT g
(Mamdcory o W) EL. DiSEASE - EA EaLOYEE | 4 1:000.000
CuacAbe wcker
OESCRPTION OF DPERATIONS betow B4 NSEASE . poucy it | g 1:000.000

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS [ LOCATIONS ! VEMICLES (ACORD 181, Addidonal Remarks Schadule, may be sttached H more specs K reguined}

/

21 5. Frult 5L, Sults 10

Concorg
]

NH 03302-2429

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION
SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOYE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WiLL BE DELIVERED IN
State of New Hampshire ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS,
Depariment of Energy

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

04’5{'44-4-6\-—-
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