STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

COMMISSIONER
Jared S. Chicoine

TDD Access: Relay NH
1-800-735-2964

Tel. (603) 271-3670
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

Christopher J. Ellms, Jr. FAX No. 271-1526

Website:
www.energy.nh.gov

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 8. Fruit St., Suite 10
Concord, N.H. 03301-2429

March 26, 2025

Her Excellency, Governor Kelly A. Ayotte
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, NH 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 365:37, authorize the New Hampshire Department of Energy (Department) to enter
into a contract with QSI Consulting, Inc. {QSI), of Denver, CO, Vendor #526525, for $78,087, to
assist the Department with its investigation into the pole attachment formula to be used by the New
Hampshire Public Utilities Commission (PUC). The contract is to be effective upon the date of
Governor and Council approval through August 31, 2026, with the option to renew for up to six
months with Governor and Executive Council approval. 100% Other Funds (Special Utility
Assessment).

Funding is authorized from the account, General Consultants, as follows with the authority to adjust
encumbrances in each of the State fiscal years through the Budget Office if needed and justified:

Funding will be available, pursuant to RSA 365:37, in account General Consultants as follows:

02-52-52-520010-13820000-046-500464: FY25 FY26 Total
$60,000 $18,087 $78,087
EXPLANATION

The Department respectfully requests authority to enter into a contract in an amount not to
exceed $78,087 with QSI, to assist the Department with its investigation into the pole attachment
formula to be used by the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission (PUC) when hearing and
resolving complaints concerning rates, charges, terms, conditions, voluntary agreements, or any
denial of access relative to pole attachments.

In response to SB 595 (2024), the Department issued a Request for Proposals (RFP), RFP #2024-
014, on October 14, 2024, The notice of the RFP was published in the Union Leader for three
days and was posted on the Department’s website as well as the procurement website for the
Department of Administrative Services. The Department received three responses to its RFP.
An evaluation team made up of the Regulatory Division Director, a Senior Hearings Examiner
and a Utility Analyst reviewed the three RFP responses. The bid responses were scored using
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the selection criteria identified in the RFP, weighted as follows: employee and subcontractor
qualifications (maximum of 25 points); proposed scope of work (maximum of 25 points);
experience (maximum of 25 points); responsiveness to RFP (maximum of 10 points) and cost of
consulting services{(maximum 15 points). QS| was determined to be the highest scoring qualified
proposal at 89 points.

. The contract amount will not affect the General Fund. Funds will be assessed pursuant to RSA
365:37, which permits the Department to obtain experts and assess the costs to the regulated electric
utilities who are mandatory parties to the proceeding.

Your consideration of this request is appreciated.

Respectfully submitted,
<

-

ared S. Chicoine
Commissioner



REFP #2024-014 Polc Attachment Formula Consultant

[ Date of Review: 1721725

Scoring Team Member: Amanda Noonan, Regulatory Division Director; Michael Cronin, Utility Analy

yst; Alexandra Ludwig; Hearings Examiner

Bidder:;

QslI
Consulting,
Inc.

Bond &
Pecaro, Inc.

Advanced
Analytical

Consulting Group

Employee and Subcontractor Qualifications: Qualifications, technical expertise, certifications, and

knowledge and practical expericnce that the organization or individual possesses, including that of
the staff and any subcontractors proposed to be assigned to the engagement, providing services
dircctly relevant to the specified scope of services. (Maximum Point Score: 25)

23

17

23

Proposed Scope of Work: Clarity and appropriateness of proposed general approach and
demonstrated knowledge of relevant subject matter, including proposed allocation of resources and
time for critical tasks, proposed scope of work, and detailed project schedule. (Maximum Point
Score: 25)

22

15

Experience: Experience and qualifications in providing similar services to other state regulatory
agencies or participation in FCC procecdings relative to pole attachment formulae. Demonstrated
knowledge of costs associated with owning, maintaining and operating poles that arise from pole
attachments, formulae used in other states relative to the determination of just and reasonable rates
for attachments to poles as part of the disputc resolution process, and the FCC pole attachment
formula and dispute resolution process. Demonstrated ability to manage stakcholder processes and
develop solutions that consider the interests of all stakeholders. {Maximum Point Score: 25)

20

15

Responsiveness to RFP: Overall responsiveness to the requirements of the RFP, including
completeness, clarity,/and quality of proposal. (Maximum Point Score: 10)

Cost of Consulting Services: Costs of consulting services and expenses, including the
competitiveness of the proposed budget, hourly rates, number of hours allocated to the project, any

proposed discounts or other benefits and an understanding of available project funds. (Maximum
Point Score: 15)

11

PN T
tn” T ate s = B 3 L
% r R P b i St A TRRL X R L3, gl o y
ety g et vt AT ey U e T - N

Tl SCoR e
o, _‘:};'g;-;‘:"- IS FTLLIN
L Sl e

=4

e ﬁ"ngrz'y_'—‘ Bl
D S
il b

T
e

A FRar

Price

$73.087

110000 |

$117.45

SIITR Eby e SR




FORM NUMBER P-37 (version 22312023)

Notice: This agrecment and all of its attachments shall

Executive Councit for approsal, Any informulion that is privale, confidential or pruprietary must
be clearly identified to the agency and agreed Lo in wriling prior tu signing the contract,

become public upon submission 1o Cm—cmor and

_ AGREEMENT
The State of New Hampshire and the Contractor hereby mutually agree as follows:

GENERAL PROVISIONS

I. [DENTIFICATION.

1.1 State Agency Name

Depertment of Energy

1.2 Stale Agency Address

21 8. Fruit St., Ste. 10, Concord. NH 03301

1.} Contractor Name

QSI Consulting, Inc,

|4 Contractor Address

2500 E. Cherry Creek South Dr., Sie. #3 19, Denver, CO 80209

1.5 Convactur Phone 1.6 Account Unit andd Cluss
Nurnber

303-722-2684 13820000-046

1.7 Completion Dute 1.8 Price Limitalion

August 31,2026 $78.087

1.9 Contracting Officer for State Agency

Amanda A. Noonan

1.10 State Agency Telephone Number

603-271-1164

LIl Contractor Signature

1’2. - iy Date: 02/04:2024
q/V\‘q.._-

1.12 Name and Title of Contractor Signaton

Warren Fischer. Chief Financial Officer

MC\ & % D“'“Q/G[Qf

I.14 Name and Title of State Agency Signatory

[ Jared §. Chicoine, Commissioner

By:

Approval by the RTH‘BepnmfAdministmion. Division of Personnel (if applicebic)

Dircctor. On;

ay;%d/%/wm

“I.16  Approval by the Attomey General (Form, Substance and Execution) fif upplicable)

on: 2/21/2025

G&C liem number;

117 Approval by the Governor and Executive Council (if applic

ahie}

G&C Mecting Date:
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2. SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED. The Statc of New
Hampshire, acting through the agency identified in block 1.1
{“State™), engages contractor identified in block 1.3 (“Contractor™)
to perform, and the Contractor shall perform, the work or sale of
goods, or both, identified and more particularly described in the
attached EXHIBIT B which is incorporated herein by reference
{“Services™). L

3. EFFECTIVE DATE/ACOMPLETION OF SERVICES.

3.1 Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to the
‘contrary, and subject io the approval of the Governor and
Executive Council of the State of New Hampshire, if applicable,
this Agreement, and all obligations of the parties hereunder, shall
become effective on the date the Governor end Executive Council
approve this Agreement, unless no such epproval is required, in
which case the Agreement shall become effective on the date the
Agreement is signed by the State Agency as shown in block 1.13
(“Effective Date™,

3.2 If the Contractor commences the Services prior to the Effective
Date, all Services performed by the Contractor prior to the
Effective Date shall be performed at the sole risk of the Contractor,
and in the event that this Agreement does not become effective, the
Statc shall have no liability to the Contractor, including without
limitation, any obligation (o pay the Contractor for any costs
incurred or Services performed.

3.3 Contractor must complete ali Services by the Completion Date
specified in block 1.7, |

4. CONDITIONAL NATURE OF AGREEMENT.
Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement 1o the contrary,
ell obligations of the State hereunder, including, without limitation,
the continuance of payments hercunder, are contingent upon the
availebility and continued appropriation of funds. [n no event shall
the State be ligble for any payments hereunder in excess of such
available appropriated funds. In the event of a reduction or
termination of appropriated funds by any state or federal legisiative
or executive action that reduces, eliminates or otherwise modifies
the appropriation or availability of funding for this Agreement and
the Scope for Services provided in EXHIBIT B, in whotle or in part,
the State shall have the right to withhold payment until such funds
become available, if ever, and shall have the right to reduce or
terminate the Services under this Agreement immediately upon
giving the Contractor notice of such reduction or termination. The
State shall not be required to transfer funds from any other account
or source to the Account identified in block 1.6 in the event funds
in that Account are reduced or unavailable.

5. CONTRACT PRICE/PRICE LIMITATION/ PAYMENT.
5.1 The contract price, method of payment, and terms of payment
are identilied and more particularly described in EXHIBIT C
which is incorporated herein by reference.

5.2 Notwithstanding any provision in this Agreement 1o the
contrary, and notwithstanding unexpecied circumsiances, in no
cvent shall the total of all payments authorized, or actually made
hereunder, exceed the Price Limitalion set forth in block 1.8, The
payment by the State of the contract price shall be the only and the
complete reimbursement to the Contractor for all expenses, of
whatever nature incurred by the Contractor in the performance
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hereof, and shall be the only and the complete compensation to the
Contractor for the Services. :

5.3 The State reserves the right 10 offset from any amounts
otherwise payable to the Contractor under this Agreement those
liquidated amounts required or permitted by N.H. RSA 80:7
through RSA 80:7-¢ or any other provision of law.

5.4 The State’s liability under this Agreement shall be limited o
monetary damages not to exceed the total fees paid. The Contractor
agrees that it has an adequate remedy at law for any breach of this
Agreement by the State and hereby waives any right to specific
performance or other equitable remedies against the State.

6. COMPLIANCE BY CONTRACTOR WITH LAWS AND
REGULATIONS/EQUAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY.

6.1 In connection with the performance of the Scrvices the
Contractor shall comply with all applicable statutes, laws,
regulations, and orders of federal, state, county or municipal
authorities which impose any obligation or duty upon the
Contractor, including, but not limited to, civil rights and equal
employment opportunity laws and the Governor’s order on Respect
and Civility in thc Workplace, Executive arder 2020-01. |n
addition, if this Agreement is funded in any part by monies of the
United States, the Contractor shall comply with all federal
executive orders, rules. regulations and statutes, and with any rules,
regitlations and guidclines as the State or the United States issue 10
implement these regulations. The Contractor shall also comply
with all applicable intellectual property laws.

6.2 During the term of this Agreement, the Contractor- shall not
discriminate against employees or applicants for employment
because of age, sex, sexual orienation, rece, color, marital status,
physical or mental disability, religious treed, national origin,
gender identity, or gender expression, and will take affirmative
action to prevent such discrimination, unless exempt by state or
federal law. The Contractor shall ‘ensure any subcontraciors
comply with these nondiscrimination requirements.

6.3 No payments or transfers of value by Contractor or its
representatives in connection with this Agreement have or shall be
made which have the purpose or effect of public or commercial
bribery, or acceptance of or acquiescence in extortion, kickbacks,
or other unlawful or improper means of obtaining business.

6.4, The Contractor agrees to permit the State ar United States
access (o any of the Contractor's books, records and accounts for
the purpose of ascertaining compliance with this Agreement and
all rules, regultations and orders pertaining to the cavenants, lerms
and conditions of this Agreement,

7. PERSONNEL.

7.1 The Contractor shall at its own expense provide all personnel
necessary to perform the Services, The Contractor warrants that 2!l
personnel engaged in the Services shall be qualified to perform the
Services, and shall be properly licensed and otherwise authorized
1o do 50 under all applicable laws,

7.2 The Contracting OfTicer specified in block 1.9, or any
successor, shall be the State’s point of contact pertaining to this
Agreement.

Contractor Initials_’lf ‘i
Date 2025~



8. EVENT OF DEFAULT/REMEDIES.

8.1 Any one or mort of the following acts or omissions of the
Contractor shall constitute an event of defeult hereunder (“Event
of Default”):

8.1.1 failure to perform the Services satisfactorily or on schedule;
8.1.2 failyre to submit any report required hereunder; and/or

8.1.3 failure to perform any other covenant, term or condition of
this Agreement. .

8.2 Upon the occurrence of any Event of Default, the State may
take any one, of more, or all, of the following actions:

8.2.1 give the Contractor a written notice specifying the Event of
Default and requiring it to be remedied within, in the absence of a
greater or lesser specification of time, thirty (30) calendar days
from the date of the notice: and if the Event of Default is not timely
cured, terminate this Agreement, cffective two {2) calendar days
after giving the Contractor notice of termination;

8.2.2 give the Contractor & written notice specifying the Event of
Default and suspending all payments to be made under this
Agreement and ordering that the portion of the contract price which
would otherwise accrue to the Contractor during the period from
the date of such notice uniil such time as the State determines that
the Contractor has cured the Event of Default shall never be paid
o the Contractor;

8.2.3 give the Contractor 8 written notice specifying the Event of
Default and set off sgainst any other obligations the State may owe
to the Contractor any damages the State suffers by reason of any
Event of Default; and/or

8.2.4 give the Contractor 8 writen notice specifying the Event of
Default, treat the Agreement as breached, terminate the Agreement
and pursue any of its remedies a1 faw or in equity, or both.

9. TERMINATION,

9.1 Notwithstanding paragraph 8, the State may, at its sole
discretion, terminate the Agreement for any reason, in whole or in
part, by thirty (30} calendar days written notice to the Contractor
that the Suale is exercising its option to terminate the Agrecment,
9.2 In the event of an ecarly termination of this Agreement for any
reason other than the completion of the Services, the Contractor
shall, at the State’s discretion, deliver to the Contracting Officer,
not later than fifleen (15) calendar days afler the date of
termination, a report (“Termination Repon”™) describing in detail
all Services performed, and the contrect price eamned, to and
including the date of termination. [n addition, at the State's
discretion, the Contractor shall, within fifteen (15) calendar days
of notice of early termination, develop and submit to the State a
trensition plan for Services under the Agreement.

10. PROPERTY OWNERSHIP/DISCLOSURE. .

10.1 As used in this Agreement, the word “Property™ shall mean
all data, information and things developed or obtained during the
performance of, or acquired or developed by reason of, this
Agreemen, including, but not limited to, all studies, reports, files,
formulae, surveys, maps, charts, sound recordings, video
recordings, pictorial reproductions, drawings, analyses, graphic
representations, computer programs, computer printouts, notes,
letters, memoranda, papers, and documents, all whether finished or
unfinished.
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10.2 All data and any Property which has been received from the
State, or purchased with funds provided for that purpose under this
Agreement, shall be the property of the State, and shall be retumed
to the State upon demand or upon termination of this Agreement
for any reason.

10.3 Disclosure of data, information and other records shall be
govemed by N.H. RSA chapter 91-A and/or other applicable law.
Disclosure requires prior written approval of the State.

11. CONTRACTOR'S RELATION TO THE STATE. in the
performance of this Agreement the Contractor is in all respects an
independent contractor, and is neither an agent nor an employee of
the State. Neither the Contractor nor any of its officers. employees, .
agents or members shail have authority to bind the State or recejve
any benefits, workers’ compensation or other emoluments
provided by the State to its employees.

12. ASSIGNMENT/DELEGATION/SUBCONTRACTS.

12.1 Contractor shall provide the State written notice at least fifteen
(15) calendar days before uny proposed assignment, delegation, or
other transfer of any interest in this Agreemenl. No such

" assignment, delegation, or other transfer shall be effective without

the written consent of the State.

12.2 For purposes of paragraph 12, a Change of Control shall
constitute assignment. “Change of Control™ means (a) merger,
consolidation, or a transaction or scries of related transactions in
which a third party, ogether with its afTiliates. becomes the direct
or indirect owner of fifty percent {50%) or more of the voling
shares or similar equity interests, or combined voting power of the
Contructor, or (b) the sale of all or substantialty all of the assets of
the Contractor.

12.3 None of the Services shall be subcontracted by the Contractor
without prior written notice and consent of the State.

124 ‘The State is entitled to copies of all subcontracts and
assignment agreements and shall not be bound by any provisions
contained in a subcontract or an assignment agreement to which it
is not a party,

13. INDEMNIFICATION. The Contractor shall indemnify,
defend, and hold harmless the State, its officers, and employees
from and against all actions, claims, damages, demands,
Jjudgments, fines, liabilities, losses, and other expenses, including,
without limitation, reasonable atiomeys' fees, arising out of of
relating to this Agreement directly or indirectly arising from death,
personal injury, property damage, intellectual property
infringement, or other claims usserted against the State, its officers,
or employees caused by the acts or omissions of negligence,
reckless or willful misconduct, or fraud by the Contractor, its
employecs, agents, or subcontractors. The Statc shall not be liable
for any costs incurred by the Contractor arising under this
paragraph 13. Notwithsianding the foregoing, nothing herein
contained shall be deemed to constitute a waiver of the State’s
sovereign immunity, which immunity is hereby reserved to the
State. This covenant in paragraph 13 shall survive the termination
of this Agreement:

Contractor Initials M
Datcg ! ﬂl:ﬁ‘f



14, INSURANCE.

14.1 The Contractor shall, at its sole expense. obtzin and
conlinuously maintain in force, and shall require any subcontractor
or assignee to obtein and maintain in force, the following
insurance:

14.1.1 commercial general Yiability insurancc against all claims of
bodily injury, death or property damage, in amounts of not less then
$1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000.000 aggregale or excess;
and

14.1.2 special cause of loss coverage form covering all Property
subject to subparagraph 10.2 herein, in an amount not less than
80% of the whole repiacement value of the Property.

14.2 The policies described in subparagraph 14.1 herein shall be on
policy forms and endorsements approved for use in the State of
New Hampshire by the N.H. Department of Insurance, and issued
by insurers licensed in the State of New Hampshire.

14.3 The Contractor shall fumish to the Contracting Officer
identified in block 1.9, or any successor, a certificate(s) of
insurance for all insurance required under this Agreement. At the
request of the Contracting Officer, or any suceessor, the Contractor
shall provide centificate(s) of insurance for ail renewal(s) of
insurance required under this Agreement. The certificate(s) of
insurance. and any renewals thereof shall be attached and are
incorporated herein by reference.

15. WORKERS' COMPENSATION.

15.1 By signing this agreement, the Contractior agrees. centifies and
wurrants that the Contractor is in compliance with or exempt trom.
the requirements of N.H. RSA chapter 281-A {"Workers’
Compensarion"}.

15.2 To the extent the Contractor is subject to the requirements of
N.H. RSA chapter 281-A, Contractor shall maintain, and require
any subcontractor or assignee lo secure and maintain, payment of
Workers’ Compensation in connection with activities which the
person proposes o undertake pursuant o this Agreement. The
Contractor shall furnish the Contracting Officer identified in block
1.9, or any successor, proof of Workers' Compensation in the
manner described in N.1I. RSA chapter 281-A and any applicable
renewal(s) thereof, which shall be attached and are incorporated
herein by reference. The State shali not be responsible for payment
of any Workers’ Compensation premiums or for any other claim or
benefit for Contractor, or any subcontroctor or employee of
Contractor, which might arise under applicable State of New
"Hampshire Workers’ Compensation laws in connection with the
performance of the Services under this Agreement.

16. WAIVER OF BREACH. A State's failure to enforce its rights
with respect to any single or continuing breach of this Agrecment
shall not act as a waiver of the right of the State to later enforce any
such rights or to enforce any other or any subsequent breach.

17. NOTICE. Any notice by a party heretd to the other party shall
be deemed 10 have been duly delivered or given at the time of
mailing by certified mail, postage prepaid, in a United States Post
Office addressed to the parties al the addresses given in blocks 1.2
and 1.4, herein,

18. AMENDMENT. This Agreement may be amended, waived or
discharged only by an instrument in writing signed by the parties
hereto and only afler approval of such amendment, waiver or
discharge by the Governor and Executive Council of the State of
New Hampshire unless no such approval is required under the
circumstances pursuant to State law, rule or policy.

19. CHOICE OF LAW AND FORUM.

19.1 This Agreement shall be governed, interpreted and construed
in accordance with the laws of the State of New Hampshire except
where the Federal supremacy clause requires otherwise. The
wording used in this Agreement is the wording chosen by the
partics to express their mutual intent, and no rule of construction
shall be applied against or in favor of any party.

19.2 Any ections arising aut of this Agreement, including the
breach or aileged breach thereof, may not be submitted to binding
arbitration, but must, instead, be brought and maintained in the
Merrimack County Superior Court of New Hampshire which shall
have exclusive jurisdiction thereof,

20. CONFLICTING TERMS. In the event of a conflict between
the terms of this P-37 form (2s modified in EXHIBIT A) and any
other portion of this Agreement including any attachments thereto,
the terms of the P-37 (as modified in EXHIBIT A} shall control.

21. THIRD PARTIES. This Agreement is being entered into for
the sole benefit of the panties hereto, and nothing herein, express o
implied, is intended to or will confer any legal or equitable right,
benefit, or remedy of any naturc upon &ny other person.

22. HEADINGS. The headings throughout the Agreement are for
reference purposes only, and the words contained therein shall in
no way be held to explain. modify, amplify or aid in the
intcrpretation. construction or meaning of the provisions of this
Agreement,

3. SPECIAL PROVISIONS. Additional or modifving
provisions set forth in the attached EXHIBIT A are incorporated
herein by reference.

24. FURTHER ASSURANCES. The Contractor, along with its
ngents and affiliates, shall. at its own cost and expense. exccute any
additional documents and take such further actions as may be
reasonably required to carry out the pravisions of this Agrecment
and give effect to the transactions contemplated hereby.

25. SEVERABILITY. In the event any of the provisions of this
Agreement are hefd by a court of competent jurisdiction 1 be
contrary o any state or federal law, the remaining provisions of
this Agreement will remain in full force and effect.

26. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement, which may be
exccuted in @ number of counterpans, each of which shall be
decmed an original, constitutes the entire _agreement and
understanding between (he parties, and supersedes all prior
agreements and understandings with respect (o the subject matter

Page 4 of 4

hereof.
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EXHIBIT A

SPECIAL PROVISIONS
l. The Contractor may not substitute or change personnel identified in its Proposal without
written notice to and the consent of the Department, such consent not to be unreasonably
withheld,
2. In accordance with the provisions of RFP #2024-014, the contract term may be extended

for an additiona! six months to conduct the same or similar work and the not-to-exceed
amount and hourly rates may be renegotiated, all ot the sole option of the State,
contingent upon satisfactory contractor performance, projected requirements for similar
consulting services, and Governor and Executive Council approval.

3. The Contractor agrees to maintain confidentia! atl information to which it has access until
such time as it is instructed otherwise by the Department. The Contractor must document
similar agreement with any employee, subcontractor, or subcontractor cmployee.

4. Paragraph 12.4 of the General Provisions is amended to add “Without limiting the
foregoing, a determination by the Department that the Grantee or Contractor is
boycotting Isracl shall be grounds for termination by the Department in accordance with
New Hampshire Executive Order No. 2023-05, which termination may be immediate.”

5. Prohibition on Boycotting Israel
For the purposes of this Section, the terms shall be defined as follows:

“Boycotting Israel” means engaging in refusals to deal, terminating business activities, or
other similar commercial actions intended to limit commercial relations with persons
doing business in lsrael or in Israeli-controlled tervitories when the actions are taken (1)
in compliance with or adherence to calls for a boycott of Israel other than those boycotts
to which Pub. L. No. 96- 78, § 8, 93 Stat. 522 (1979) applies; or (2) in a manner thai
discriminates on the basis of nationality, national origin. or religion that is not based on a
legitimate business reason.

[fthe State receives evidence that the Contractor is Boycotting Israel, the State shall
determine whether the Contractor is Boycotting Israel. A statement indicating that the
Contractor engaged in an action of Boycotting Israel or has taken any action of
Boycotting Israel at the request, in compliance with, or in furtherance of calls to boycott
Israel, may be considered as one type of evidence that the Contractor is, or has been,
participating in act of Boycotting Israel. An expressive activity. alone, directed at a
specific person or a governmental action may not be considered evidence of an action of
Boycotting Israel. '

. RFP2024-014 Contractor Initials_}/¢ 7%
QS Consulting, Inc. Date 3 |y li; §
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A determination by the State that the Contractor is engaged in an action of Boycotting
Isreel constitutes an Event of Default. '

RFP 2024-014 Contractor Initials
QSI Consulting, Inc. Date
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EXHIBIT B

SCOPE OF SERVICES

The consultant will perform consulting work at the general direction of, and in consultation with,
the Department’s Regulatory Support Division. )

The consultant will work with the Department to identify and develop the topics for discussion at
the stakeholder sessions.

The consultant shall attend and facilitate discussion at the stakeholder sessions.

In concent with the Department and stakeholders, the consultant will identify and develop a
formula that meets the criteria identified in Senate Bill 595, that is a formula that fully
compensaies pole owners for their portion of costs of owning, maintaining, and operating poles
arising from pole attachments; does not discriminate among or against any one attaching entity,
including the pole owner; is transparent to all parties; and results in just and reasonable rates.

The consultant will, as requested by the Department, assist the Department in the preparation of
the report to be submitted to House Science, Technology and Energy and the Senate Energy and’
Natural Resources Committee of the NH Legislature no tater than January 1, 2026.

The consultant will, if called upon by the Department, present the report to the Legislative
committees and/or to the Commission as part of its rulemaking proceeding.

The consultant shall conduct an initial project scoping meeting with the Department within two
weeks of the contract award date. The purpose of the meeting is to review and refine the scope,
task and project approach requirements: establish a project plan, with key deliverables and
milestone dates; and establish project management and communication protocols to ensure that
the information needs of both the Department and the consultant are satisfied. In the process of
preparing each deliverable, the consultant(s) will work closely with Department personnel in
order to facilitate effective knowledge transfer on each issue. The work of the consultant(s) will
be subject to an evaluation of progress achieved against the above-referenced scope and tasks, to
take place after completion of key deliverables identified during the project scoping meeting and
subsequent regular status and progress meeting.

RFP 2024-014 Contractor Initials A/
Q51 Consulting, Inc. Date 2 iylanz s
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EXHIBIT C

CONTRACT AMOUNT, TERMS AND METHODS OF PAYMENT

l. This contract agreement becomes effective on date of execution by the Department and
concludes on August 31, 2026.

2. Estimated Budget: QSI Consulting, Inc. (Contractor) will charge for professional
consulting services for time involved and expenses incurred for an amount not to exceed
$78,087. Services will be provided as outlined in Exhibit B at the following hourly rates:

Labor Category Mame Labor Rate {fully loaded) W
. ($/hour) :
Founding Partner Michael Starkey $280.00
Senior Vice President James Webber $280.00
Vice President Parrick Phipps $265.00
3 All reasonable related out-of-pocket costs and expenses, including travel, approved by

the Department, will be invoiced at cost without mark-up and are subject to the Price
Limitation below.

4, Price |imitation: The total amount paid for services and costs pursuant to the contract
shall not exceced $78,087.

5. Method of Payment: Payment shall be made on satisfactory completion of the assigned
work on the basis of monthly invoices reviewed and approved by the Department. All
invoices shall be supported by a summary of activities that have taken place in
accordance with the terms of the contract, along with a detailed listing of out-of-pocket
expenses incurred and copies of receipts. Invoices shall provide adequate back up
including the dates and hours worked per individual during the month and the service
provided during those hours. Invoices shall be submitied by email to Amanda Nocnan,
Regulatory Division Director at amanda.o.noonan@energy.nh.pov or mailed to her at

. Amanda Noonan, New Hampshire Department of Energy, 21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10,
Concord, New Hampshire 03301-2429,

Payments hereunder are contingent upon the availability of funds assessed pursuant to
RSA 365:37. The Department will assess the costs of the contract to the appropriate
party(ies) and upon payment of the assessment, will process payment to the Contractor.

2024-014 QSI Consulting, Inc. Contractor Initials ?1 A
Date_a)ulanzs
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State of New Hampshire
Department of State

CERTIFICATE

. David M. Scanlan, Sectetary of State of the State of New Hampshire. do hereby centify that QS] CONSULTING. INC. is
a Kansas Profit Corporation registered 10 transact business in New Hampshire on March 14, 2024. | further certify that all fees and

documents required by the Secretary of State's office have been received and is in good standing as far as this office is concerned.

\

Business ID: 956986
Certificate Number: 0007033526

IN TESTIMONY-WHEREOF,

I hereto set my hand and cause to be affixed
the Seal of the State of New Hampshire,
this 2%th day of January A.D. 2025.

David M. Scanlan

Secretary of Siate




Certificate of Authority#1 {Corporation, Non-Profit Corperation)

Corporate Resolution
I, _Michacl Starkey , hereby certify that I am duly elected Clerk/Secretary/Officer of
(Name)
QSI Consulting, Inc. . I'hereby certify the following is a true copy of a vote taken at
{Name of Corporation)

a meeting of the Board of Directors/shareholders, duly cailed and held on February 4 | 2025,

at which a quorum of the Directors/shareholders were present and voting,

VOTED: That —Warmen Fischer, CFQO  (may list more than one person) is

(Name and Title)

duly authorized to enter into contracts or agreements on behalf of

QSI Consulting, Inc. with the State of New Hampshire and any of
{Name of Corporation )

its agencies or departments and further is authorized to exceute any documents which
may in his/her judgment be desirable or necessary to effect the purpose of this vote.

- L hereby certify that said vote has not been amended or repealed and remains in full force and
effect as of the date of the contract to which this certificate is attached. I further certify that it is
understood that the State of New Hampshire will rely on this certificate as evidence that the person(s)
listed above currently occupy the position(s) indicated and that they have full authority to bind the
corporation. To the extent that there are any limits on the aur.hqrity of any listed individua! to bind
the corporation in contracts with the State of New Hampshire, all such limitations are expressly stated
herein.

DATED: _ 02/06/2025 ATTEST: ! =

(Name & Title)
Michael Starkey, President




Certificate of Authority # 2 (Corporation, Non-Profit Corporation)

I, _.__Michael Starkey , hereby certify that I am duly elected Clerk/Secretary/Officer of

{Name)
__OSI Consulting, inc. . Thereby certify the following is a true copy of the

(Name of Corporation )

current Bylaws or Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation and that the Bylaws or Articles of
Incorporation authorize the following officers or positions to bind the Corporation for

contractual obligations President only unless another officer is.so authorized by the voting shareholders.
) (list officer titles or position)

[ further certify that the following individuals currently hold the office or positions

authorized: ~ Michael Starkey, President; Warren Fischer, CFO and Secretary
{list individuals holding pesitions authorized)

I further certify that it is understood that the State of New Hampshire will rely on this certificate
as evidence that the person listed above currently occupies the position indicated and that they have full

authority to bind the corporation.

DATED: __02/06/2025 ATTEST:

{Name & Title)
Michael Starkey, President



R
AC2RO"  CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

DATE (MMIDDIYYYY)

01/29/2025

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATI
HOLDER. THIS CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR N
AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES BELOW, THIS CERTIFICATE
ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR

ON ONLY AND.CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE
NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE
OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE
PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, th
subject to the terms and conditions of the policy,
not confer rights to the certificate holder in liau of such endorsement(s).

certain policies may require an endorsement. A

e policy{ies) must be endorsed. if SUBROGATIONIS WAIVED,
statement on this certificate does

QS| CONSULTING, INC
2500 E CHERRY CREEK SOUTH DR APT 319
DENVER CC 80209-3279

PRODUCER CONTACT NAME:
AUTOMATIC DATA PROCESSING INS AGCY
76250717 PHONE (800) 524-7024 FAX
{AJC, No, Ext): {A/XC, No):
71 HANOVER ROAD E-MAIL ADDRESS:
FLORHAM PARK NJ 07932
INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAICH
INSURER & : Hartford Casualty Insurance Company 26424
INSURED INSURER B : Hartford Fire and Its P&C Affiliates 00914

INSURERC :

INSURER D :

INSURERE ;

INSURER F :

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER:

REVISION NUMBER:

THIS IS TQ CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED.NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE
_TERMS, EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

':‘;": TYPE OF INSURANCE ADOL |SUBR POLICY NUMBER ROLICH/ERR POUCL?‘:“ LTS
COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY EACH OCCURRENCE $2,000,000
|cwus-mne occur CAMAGE TO RENTED $300,000
. |[PREMISES (Ea pooyrrence)
X | General Liability MED EXP {Any one person) $10,000
A 76 SBU VK2543 11/07/2024 | 11/07/2025 | PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $2,000,000
| GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE $4,000,000
PRO-
[ Jpoucy [:l s Loc PRODUCTS - COMPIOP AGG $4,000,000
QTHER:
AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY CEOMB".“ED SINGLE{ LI $2.000,000
i ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Par parson)
AW il = 76 SBU VK2543 | 11/07/2024 | 11/0772025 | BODRLY BUURY (Per acciceny
“x_ HIRED x| NON-OWNED . PROPERTY DAMAGE
| | auTos AUTOS {Per accident)
|| umBreLLA LIae [ g&c””‘; EACH OCCURRENCE
EXCESS UAB
) MADE AGGREGATE
DEDl IRETENT!ON $
WORKERS COMPENSATION X Ipen aTH-
AKD EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY STATYTE ER
% RETORIPARTNEREXECUTIVE YiN E.L. EACH ACCIDENT $500,000
P
B OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED? [: N A 76 WEG 1Y7012 0711672024 | 07116/2025 E.L. DISEASE -EA EMPLOYEE $500,000
{Mandatory in NH)
H yes, Al E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT $500,000
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below -
EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES VK254 1110712024 712 Each Claim Limit $5,000
A A 76 SBU VK2543 1071202 110712025 Aggregate Limit $5.000

Those usual to the Insured's Operations.

DESCRIPTION GF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (ACORD 101, Additionat Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more Space is required)

CERTIFICATE HOLDER

CANCELLATION

NH Department of Energy
21 South Fruit Street ste. 10
Concord NH 03301

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED
BEFORE THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

© 1888-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.
ACORD 25 (2016/03) The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD



