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August 21, 2024

The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court and

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, the Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food, requests
authorization to amend Fiscal Committee item FIS 24-088 approved on April 19, 2024 and
Governor and Council item #43 approved on March 13, 2024, for the acceptance of American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) State Fiscal Recovery Funds (SFRF) for the NH Meat Processing
Infrastructure and Training Investment Program, by extending the end date from September 30,
2024 to June 30, 2025, effective upon Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approval. The
item was originally approved by the Fiscal Committee on November 18, 2022 (FIS 22-405) and
Governor and Council November 22, 2022 (item #57) and extended by Fiscal Committee on May
19, 2023 (FIS 23-166) and Governor and Council on May 31, 2023 (item #160). This is an
allowable use of ARPA SFRF funds under Section 602 (c) (1) (A) to respond to the public health
emergency or its negative economic impacts. No additional funding is requested. 100% Federal
Funds.

EXPLANATION

The purpose of this request was to address severe capacity limitations facing small and midsize
livestock producers and ensure they have places to process their products and remain in business
through the implementation of meat processing infrastructure grants, providing equipment and
infrastructure upgrades for NH meat processing facilities, farms, and businesses that provide
slaughter, processing, and custom butchering services. Additionally, the request was to address
workforce needs in local food production, specifically in meat processing. Ongoing workforce
challenges have led to significant staffing shortages in New Hampshire’s meat and poultry
processing facilities. The State does not currently have any meat cutting training, certificate-level
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the'General Court and

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

or above, and stakeholders have agreed that such a program is important for the sustainability of
the industry.

This request will authorize the extension and continuation of the work being accomplished
through these programs. While the meat processing infrastructure grants program is nearly
complete, changes to the original plan for the certificate in meat processing and food safety
program have required developing an alternative plan which has delayed its implementation.
This extension will ensure that the full impact of the certificate program will be fulfilled
addressing the workforce shortages and skilled labor development needs of New Hampshire’s
meat processing industry.

In the event that Federal Funds are no longer available, General Funds will not be requested to
support this program.

Respectfully submitted,

DhoneA loapan

Shawn N. Jasper
Commissioner
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court and

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, the Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food, requests
authorization to amend the Fiscal Committee ltem FIS 22-405 (approved November 18, 2022) and
Governor and Council itern #57 (approved November 22, 2022), and as extended by Fiscal
Committee Item FIS 23-166 (approved May 19, 2023) and by Governor and Council item #160
(May 31, 2023), for the NH Meat Processing Infrastructure and Training Investment Program, by
adjusting the project scope for the Certificate in Meat Processing and Food Safety program and by
extending the end date from June 30; 2024 to September 30, 2024, with no increase in funding,
effective upon Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approval. This is an allowable use of
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) State Fiscal Recovery Funds (SFRF) under Section
602(c)(1)(A) to respond to the public health emergency or its negative economic impacts. 100%
Federal Funds.

- EXPLANATION

Funding through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) State Fiscal Recovery Funds (SFRF)
for a Certificate in Meat Processing and Food Safety program as part of NH Department of
Agriculture, Markets, and Food’s (DAMF) Meat Processing and Training Program was approved
by Fiscal Committee on November 18, 2022 and by Governor and Council on November 22,
2022. The original proposal included a Mobile Meat Procéssing Laboratory to support in-person
Jearning across the state as part of a comprehensive education program addressing the need for
skilled labor in the meat processing industry. As the project moved from planning to
implementation, rising costs in manufacturing have made purchasing a viable Mobile Meat
Processing Laboratory impossible within the approved budget.
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court and

His Excellency, Govemor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honarable Council

To fulfill the purpose of the Certificate in Meat Processing and Food Safety Program to train and
educate the local workforce and support the region’s agricultural industry by expanding
awareness of career opportunities within the meat processing industry without a Mobile Meat
Processing Laboratory, DAMF has worked with UNH Professional Development and Training
Organization to develop an alternative plan. The revised program would feature a regional in-
person, hands-on training program utilizing licensed partner facilities throughout New
Hampshire offering real-life experience in a meat processing and packaging facility with direct
instruction from industry experts and USDA Food Safety Inspection professionals. This new
strategy would allow the first 100 interested learners to participate in the entirety of the program
at no cost to them and provide funding for enhanced marketing and administration.

In the event that Federal Funds are no longer available, General Funds will not be requested to
support this program. ‘

Respectfully submitted,

%1071/ R

Shawn N. Jasper
Commissioner
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chaitman
Fiseal -Committee of the General -Court and

His Excellency, Govemor Christopher T. Sununu
#nd the Honotable Council

State House

Coicord, New Hatnpshire 03301

RE UESTED ACTION..

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI and RSA 124:15, the Department of Administrative Services (DAS) is
sesking ‘approval on behalf of State Agencies:to:amend theaceept and expend of American Rescne.
Plan Act (ARPA) State Fiscal Recovery Funds (SFRF) requests by: extending the-end date for fimding,
new positions, sni/ér new Class 046-Consultants, created in relation to the aéceptance of ARPA SFRF
funds, from June 30, 2023'to Juiie:30, 2024, effective ipon approval-of the Ficeal Committee and the:
Goyeimor and Execuitive Couticil, 100%. Federal Funds.

E‘XBL AN AT—ION‘ :

The Department of Administrative Services is:secking approval, on behalf of the State Agencies listed
in Attachn;ent A *to eactend the: effccnve date of the attached 1tems ﬁ'om Iune 30, 2{)23 10. Jtme :»0,
Flsca} Committee ‘meeting on April 21 _2073 All xtex_ns mc_lude_d I]f.{.'thﬁ attaahmnnt ha.ve, be.en
previously subinitted By the respective state agency respousible for'the prograni and approved by bath
the Fiscal Comimittée and Governor and Execufive Council, Tn addition, the Goveiner’s Office of
Emergency Relief atid Recovery (GOFERR) has feviewed the attachment and concuss with the
extensiops requested.

‘While:all ARPA SFRFmust be obligated by December 31,2024, and expended by December 31,
2026, this request only serves to authorize-agencies® program halances that 4re unspent.as of Tune 30,
2023, as well as positions and consultants created pursuantto RSA 124115, 1o carry forward into FY24
and reauthotize: projects or pmgramsﬁxal Weie already inteitded to continue ntilizing aithofized ARPA
SFRF ifito the next biennium. This will also grdnt agencies in coordination with GOFERR time to
further evaluate projects and programs as the ARPA SFRF obligation deadline approaches in order to

NG



“Ttie'Hotordble Ken Weyler, Chalrmir

Fistal Committes of the General Ctinry

His Excellency, Governor Clisisiopher T, Sumui

and-the Honorable Council

Page 2002

ensute any funds that may need to be reallocated 1o other uses have sufficient time to.do so. Any
request to reallocate an existing budget or repurpose funds for new or xisting projects will réquire
future-Fiscal Committee and Governor.and Council approvals and aié not contamplated in-this fiem,

T this iem is not timely approved, the State would need to issue-Jayoff notices to employees hired into
these federally funded positions, created under the otiginal ARPA tequest; agencies-wold halt work
on time-sensifive projects or payments on existing contracts, and GHgoing prograrms would be iridble fo
issue-or follow through on awards. Further, each ageéncy would then needto snbmit.a retroactive;
fequest to July 1, 2023fot approval to reauthorize the positions and funding; however, the retroactive
fequests would not clininateé flie need fo issue layoff riotices iri Tune 2023.

Lypically, agencies budget for knowi federal grants in.the upcoining biernial budget; however, the:
budget.guidance issued in August 2022 insiructed Ageneies o exclude all COVIDazlated funding
from iheir FY24-FY25 budget sibmissions in order fo mafhtain the authotization methodology,
compliance protocols; and audit trail that-had become standard for use and oversight of ARPA SFRE..
Moreovet, although the fanding is authiorized by the faderal government béyond June 30, 2023,
including this one-tirtie funding would have erfoneously iiflated thie FY24-FY25 State biidaet.

In the event that Federal Funds:are no longer available; General Funds willriot be requested to support
these- programs. The Department of Administrative Services seeks approval of this request, '
Respectfully submitted,

Charles M. Arlinghaus
Commissioner

TOT ACCESS:RELAY NH 1-800-725-2964
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Attachnient A
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SWEEP - Winter and 'Hig_hwzﬁr

Iainténiance

“fio/18/2027-Fs 12370

:310719'/2022’3?{23 o

L 26na0000] W
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: Staﬂ. .Sunp,ort, fo_r Water P[pjects

| 05103/2021 o TET e

|28

Fish and Gama:Depatiment.

: Temporarv Permxt Appllcatfun Rewew
Staff Support for Water Projects

{oB/0373071 “Fis 35-357

“[oe/T8/2001 - BABA

ET=

3 |Fieh and Game Dapartment

- :Desig_n and constr-ycthn of t_bree fish
|hatchety systems {Late ltem)

loa72072022 k88

T 2"6'491000“(} o

8% |Fish and Game Department

[SWEEP - IT Salutions impravetments

;idiiaiiéi'i Lﬁs 22348

e e

|85

Goverhor's Office for Emergency Reliefand
|Recovery

{Expanding'and Modernizing  ~
|Technology Related Programming:
; '(NCC‘EngIneerihg} and Guldehouse
|Contract |

™ 54630000]

. Recouerv

|GOFERR Admin Budget

T

i T M

T5Ti0000]

: | Governor's Ofﬁce for Emergency Rehef and
ARezovery.

" IHousing Needs Administration

Program.

“|osloa/a071 < Fs 21208

OB/0aj202L A

24656000 ~

WAl

Governor's.Offic ce Far Emergency Relief and-’
JIRecavery.

“'Youth Residential: Fac:lltv T

lmprovementProgram

- '10;{2232%62:1;'?'5%15 21283,
{09/09/2022 - FIS.22-300 " -

Tli0j2773071 w6

09/07/2022 - 463

A

{Govetnor's: Ofﬂce for Emergennv-ﬂelief and T
_|Recovery. .

1 |12/47/2025. - FiS 21-391

12/72/2051 855

7430000

VA

50 |

Recover\;

Governar's Office for Emergency Rehef and' co

e

T|o370s7202 - W

ag0000]

NTA

o

Govemors Ofﬁne for Emergency Relaef and.
; REQQVGW

Temparary Relief for Guardian-

{Appointiieits

03/18]2072 - FI§ 22-115

B CFE T T P

77

[

Gii\kérniﬁ:f's'"officé for Emergency Relief ard”
| Recovery. .

“{veteran Holsing 4nd Rétreat Center

e e

1037232022 - 477

e

WAL

{793

Governor's off‘ce for Emergency Rel:ef andi“' :
Recoverv

CCSNH Llcensed Practiioner Nurse
e program

GRS TR

|0e/a0j3053- 868

~asmonn]

“a

o]

{Goverriot's Dfﬂcérfor Emergencv Rel!ef and
‘{Récovery

{Involuntary Emergency Admiss1nns
“ICase Improvemients

e a—

Fassom00]

“NIA

[ 957

GQvernor s Office for Emergency Reliet.and

- {Colinty Nursing Home' Infrestructure

Program

‘ Gﬁ?—iﬂ?dzi -'t-'ls*zzvzsf '

24630000

N/A

B

Recove.ry

GDVErnOf s Office for Emergency Relief and

" {investinents in'SUD Facilities and

Alrogramming

0 7
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~ Municipal Boat: Kaunch lnvestment

Prograrn

4690000_,

Reno\ten{

- ;[County Emergency Equ:pment '

JInvestmant | Program

110/14/2003 - IS 23-357

10718/2022 a7 T | 2490000

i

99 |Govetnor's Ofﬁce for Emergency Rellef and‘
'Recovery

Judif:fal Branch infrastructure

" JA0714/2022 - F5 23558

|10/19/2022 - #48.

" 2a65000G]

WA

5_190? Governor's Off“ce for Emerg,ency Relief and i

'Renoverv

.communitv Cnmer:lnvestment
L Program

ofiarions Fsarses ™

10/19/205% -5

34630000

; 101 Judicial Council .

/2272001 - Fis 2t 303 |

YT T

[ 2a430000] "

WA

3 ;‘10‘2’1 Néwr Hampshire: Commlss}on o Human nghts

{lnformation Portal .

SWEEP Case Management ahd PUbllc N/A e

| e

126960000]

/A

‘i-ic"a."i Rew Ham pshire Empl.Qyme'ﬁt:?Se¢0r?t9'

jRecruifment

Transporiation \N’orkforce

07373051 Fe a8

10/27/2001 048

NEC

/A

1/10% [ew Hampshire Empicyment Secarity

' {NH: Emergencv Medlcal Technician '

((EMTY Tratiiing Program.

T1/1872033 - Fb 22428~

1ijz2]a0aawsen | 26840000

N/A

| 105, [Wlew Hampshire insurance Department

{inftasteucture

[SWEEP - Modernize citical IT

11872022 FiS 72407,

e

76530000

1106 {New Harnpshire Veterans Home

1Suppressisa tidprovemerits,

INH Veterans Homie Support Fire

10970972023 - FI1S 32351

' bs;di,f;zﬁé-élwﬁa? B

[ 3e730000]

w Harnpshite Veterans Aome.

110

" |SWEEP- infrastructure and
. |Resident Safety Improvemerits. .

~|i0/1a72023 - Fis 72360 o

"10119/2022 7 ‘26860000]

1.108 Péésé Ij.é]\iéiﬁiiﬁtéﬁfbiﬁfﬁb?iﬁQ—JD?H' T pease Development AUEHGRIY: (PDAJ

1i)éié}éﬁz¢ ; E'IS*ZE‘-ssi' T I11722/3051 < B5E

24560000]"

:[108]Pease, Development Authontv DPH

~1PDA PortAuthonty lnvestments

IO6715/2023 CHBOA T

_|-26600000f

¢110'}Palice Standards and Training Council ~

PSTC__AIC.RepiaCements and Range
- {Veotllatién. . .

D_ﬁ[o.&[ZBZl TR

losrisr2021 - 8132

~124820000]
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Depcz rtment of Aarmu?tuze | |
Ma rlets & f‘OOd Shawn N. Jasper, Commissioner

October 27, 2022

The Honorable Karen Umberger, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court and

His Excellency, Governor Christoplier T. Suriunn
and the Honorable Council

State:House '

Cericord, Néw Harmpshire:03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pugsuant to RSA 14:30-4, VI, the Department of Agricenltirre, Markets and Food, reqitests
authorization ta. accept and expend fands ‘I the amonnt of $1,023,523 in American Rescug Plan
Act (ARPA) State Fiscal Recovery Funds (SFRF) for the NH Meat Processmg Infrastructure and
Fraining Investment Program, effective upon Fiscal Committee-and Governor.and Council
approval thmugh Jane 30, 2023, This. is an allowable. use:of ARPA SFRF funds under Section 602
(©) ({A) to respond tor t‘le public health eimergency o its negahtive econbimis mpacts.

100%: Federsl Fuxids.

Funds-ére to be ndgeted in FY2023 i the following account:

02-DI8-018-180010-NEWKXXXXX, ARPA |  FX 2023 |  FY2033 | ¥vzom;
Mesat Proeessin g and Traiging’ i "

: . . f Current : BUDGET
| CLASS | DESCRIPRION | ModifiedBudget |  REQUEST

T Indirect Cost T e ; 9
_| Audit Fund Set Aside_§ 50, . . 1'S1,024

ReﬂsedBndget
3 ;.S'l' 49 D
R X2 S B

| ‘Grant~Federal- i 50 1 §750,000 5750,000.

1o oo L DiSCretionary ‘ . ‘
i 103 -502664 " Contracts forOp { &0 | $260,000: : $260,000
. Semces L : T R |

. Fotal Expense | $1,023,523 .. smza,szs

(T TV T
31,023525 .. . L1F00235833 L ¢

[ B00AG0338-16 " . | Feders! Fubds .

t All dm:ctpmgxam costs wﬂl ’he acconnied for using activity 00FRFGO2PH [801A and.all administeativeand
indirect.costs-will. be aceounted forusmg activity Q0ERFEO2PHIE01Z. Apeountmgciasuf’ cationsmay be qubject to’
fechnical changes &t the 'discretion of the Bepartment of Administrative Services” Division of Accuuntmg Serviges.

' Ofﬁce of Comm sioner. 26 Capmal Slraet PD Box Zoaz Concord' NH 03302 2042
e agdcuﬂure inh govj’dmsmns . 5. {603y 273651, . Fa¥i: 1603) 271—1109

oEs! He!ay NH1 500 735-2954 ‘

EPRRACYPIRN
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the régicn’s agrienltive indistiy,”

The Honorable Karca: Umbérger, Chairman
Fiscal Cormittée of the Giederal Copit and

His Excellency, Govemor Christopher T. Summy
and the ‘Honorable Cormedl

. EXPLANATION,

Certificate in Meat Processing and Foed: ‘Safety - $260,000 is requested to-address workforce
ngedsin local food production. Meat processing professionials are- critical teatn menibers i the
supply chain that maves agncultural antmal assets from the: farm to the table. However, recent
ongoing workforce challenge,s have led to significant staffing shortages in New Hampshire’s
meat and poliltry processing facilities. The State:does not currently have any meat. cuttmg
training; certificate-level ot above, and stakeholders have agréed thaf such 2 progratriis

important for the sustainability of the iridustry.

The proposed Meat Processing, and Food Safety program consists of a blend -of hands-on in-

person and online training programs to frain and educate the Jocal workforce as. well as support
'his program ‘will bé administered by UNH Cooperative:

Extension and the UNH Professional Development and Training organization. To:éxpand

- awdfeness of career opportuiiities within the migat processing industiy aiid fo-ifictease the

welusivity and scope of training opparturities, aMobile Meat Processing Laboratory is.
proposed. The mobile lab would allow for the program tq travel. through the regioti to-high
schools, vocafional centers;.and industry partnets to.condugt career orientations and hands-on
trainiilg programs.

Meat Processing Infrastructure Grants - $750,000 is requested to address the-severe eapacity
limitatiens facing small and midsize livestock producers and ensurethey have places to process
their products.and remain. in business. Tabor shortagesand limited avaﬂablhty of USDA certified

procéssing facilities have impacfed production of loeal meaf, despite growing demand. Durmg

COVID, many small and midsize meat producers wert conipletely Tocked ont of the processing
schedule starting in early 2020 with waiting lists now averaging 18 to:24 months or-more. -

Equipment and. infrastructure upgrades for NH meat processing facilities, farms, and businesses

‘that provide slaughter, processing, and. cusfom hufchering services, provided through a grant

prograin administered by thie Departrnent of Agriculture, Matkets & Food, could alleviate these

impaets and create ngw options for processing. The grant program would feature:a match
‘ortiponent, whereby applicaits will contribute 15%.of the reqiiested furids and ARPA SFRE will.

-provide 85%. The maximum smount that cah awarded in any oné application will be $200,000.

Examples of eligible equipmedt £an include ifetns sich as conivection ovens, skinners;
smiokehouse, coolets, or mobile processing units designed for either poultry of beef.

Funds.are budgeted as follows:

Class 040 — Indircct Costs—to récover central services
Class 041 — Audit Fund Set-Aside - .001 of federal funds payable to DAS. foraudit fees per

RSA124:16 |
Class 072 — Grants. - Federil — Discretionary —for-disbursing -ont Federal Fuads to assist the
meat processing industry and related workforce as described in the explanation

BRI (LTINS AR A

A e A N TR TN e e m e B




The Honoreble Karen Uiiihéieer, Chafimen
Fiscal Committee of the: Gencral Court:and

His Excellency, Govemor Christopher'T. Sununy
and fhie. Honorabls Council

Class 103 — Contracts. for Operational Services = for the purpose of developing training programs:
fo the:local workforee as well as support the regions’ agricultural industry

Tix the event that Federal Funds are no longer available, General Funds will:fiot be requested to-
suppott this progiam,

Respectfully submitted,

ShawnN Jas s/
Commissioner




