STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

COMMISSIONER TDD Access: Relay NH

Jared Chicoine 1-800-735-2964
Tel. (603) 271-3670

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

Chrig Ellms Website:
www.energy.nh.gov

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
21 S. Fruit St,, Suite 10
Concord, N.H. 03301-2429

April 10,2024

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, NH 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 365:37, authorize the New Hampshire Department of Energy (Department) to enter
into an amendment to an existing contract with Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc. (Blue Ridge), of
Travelers Rest, SC, Vendor # 279751, by increasing the price limitation by $21,310 from $76,240 to
$97,550 and extending the expiration date from June 30, 2024 to December 31, 2024 to assist and
advise the Department in the review and analysis relating to the report of Liberty’s consuliant, Price
Waterhouse Cooper, effective upon Governor and Executive Council approval with the option to
renew for an additional 1.5 years with Govemor and Executive Council approval. The original
contract was approved by Governor and Council on June 28, 2023, Item #112. 100% Other Funds
{Special Utility Assessment)

Funding will be available, pursuant to RSA 365:37, in the following account:

(2-52-52-520010-13820000-500464 FY 2024
$21,310

EXPLANATION

The Department respectfully requests authority to amend an existing contract by increasing the
price limitation by $21,310 for an amount not to exceed $97,550 with Blue Ridge, a consulting firm
specializing in utility revenue requirement consulting services. The Department, under RSA 12-
P:2, is tasked with representing its positions before the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission
(Commission), and is authorized to complete the record for consideration by the Commission when it
must determine whether the services provided by electric, natural gas, water, and sewer utilities
through their distribution networks are adequate for their customers’ needs, and whether those
services are provided at just and reasonable rates.

The Department would like to continue to deploy the expertise of Blue Ridge to help present a
complete and balanced record for Commission review of revised revenue requirements serving as the
basis for requests for cost recovery during rate cases pursuant to RSA 378:27-28, and to help review
the consultant’s report.
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The contract amount will not affect the General Fund. Funds will be assessed pursuant to RSA
365:37, which permits the Department to obtain experts and assess the costs to any utility that is a
party to a proceeding.

Your consideration of this request is appreciated.

Respectfully spbmitted,

<

Jared S. Chicoine
Commissioner



CONTRACT AMENDMENT

This Contract Amendment (Amendment) is entered into by and between the State of New
Hampshire, acting by and through the New Hampshire Department of Energy (Department), 21
S. Fruit Street, Concord, NH 03301, (hereinafter referred to as State).and Blue Ridge Consulting
Services, Inc. of Clayton, GA, (hereinafter referred to as the Contractor), collectively referred to
as (the Parties).

WHEREAS, the Parties have entered into a contract, approved by the Governor and
Executive Council on June 28, 2023, Item #112 (hereinafter referred to as the Contract);

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to extend and amend the Contract as provided in this
Amendment; and

WHEREAS, the Contract allows for amendments by an instrument in writing executed by
both Parties;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, and the covenants and conditions
contained in the Contract, and set forth herein, the Parties hereto do hereby agree as follows:

1. Section 1.7, Completion Date, P-37 of the existing Contract is hereby deleted in
its entirety and replaced with the following: December 31, 2024.

2. Section 1.8, Price Limitation, P-37 of the existing Contract is hereby deleted in its
entirety and replaced with the following: $97,550.

3. Exhibit C, Contract Amount, Terms and Methods of Payment, Paragraph 1 of the
existing contract expiration date is hereby amended to December 31, 2024.

4. Exhibit C, Contract Amount, Terms and Methods of Payment, Paragraph 2 of the
existing contract not to exceed amount is hereby amended to read as $97,550.

5. Exhibit C, Contract Amount, Terms and Methods of Payment, Paragraph 3 of the
existing contract price limitation is hereby amended to read as $97,550.

6. This Amendment hereunder shall become effective upon approval by the New
Hampshire Governor and Executive Council.

g Except as specifically amended and modified by the terms and conditions of this
Amendment, the Contract and the obligations of the Parties hereunder, shall-

remain in full force and effect with the terms and conditions set forth herein.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have set their hands the last date written below.



Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc.

By: MMM Date: élq !@z:{

Donna H. Mullinax, President

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Department of Energy
e w313 /2624

Approval by the Attorney General’s Office (Form, Substance and Execution)

%’; | 3/18/2024
Date:

~ Print Name and Title

Approval by the Governor and Executive Council

G&C Item number: G&C Meeting Date:




State of New Hampshire
Department of State

CERTIFICATE

I, David M. Scanlan. Secretary of State of the State of New Hampshire, do hereby certify that BLUE RIDGE CONSULTING
SERVICES, INC. is a South Carolina Profit Corporalion registered to transact business in New Hampshire on June 06. 2017, [
further certify that all fees and documents required by the Secretary of State's office have been received and is in good standing as

far as this office is concemed.

Business [D:; 772428
Certificate Number: 0006236412

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOQF,

[ hereto set my hand and cause to be affixed
the Seal of the State of New Hampshire,
this 24th day of May A.D. 2023.

David M. Scanlan

Secretary of State



CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY/VOTE
{Corporation with Notary Scal)

1, Traey Klaes . do hereby certify that:
(Name of Clerk of the Corporation, cannot be the onc who signed the contract)

o

| am a duly elccted Clerk of Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc.
(The Corporation)

The foltowing are true copies of two resolutions duly adopted at a mcumg of the Board of Dircctors of

the Corporation duly held on _March 9, 2024
{Date given authority}

RESOLVED: That this Corporation enter into a contract with the State of New Hampshire, acting through
its Public Utilities Commission for the provision of ___regulatory consulting services.

RESOLVED: That the Donna Mullinax
(Title al one who signed the commct)

is hereby aulhonzcd o behalf of this Corporation to enter into the said conlracl with the State and lo
exccute any and all documents, agreements and other instruments, and any amendments, revisions, or
modifications thereto, as he/she may deem necessary, desirable or appropriate.

The forgoing resolutions have not been amended or revoked, and remain in full force and effect
as of __March 9, 2024

(Date Contract Signed)
Tracy Klaes (isfarc} the duly clected Secretary
{(Name of Corporate Signatory) (Title of Corporate Signatory)

of the Corporation. F
Mo

(Signature of the Clerk of the Corporation)

stATEOF Notth Carglia
County of __ HendtfSun

The floregoing instrument was ac nowlcd ¢d before me this day of
Mafch .20 gTh\c‘i pratlinY Ylaeg

(Name of person signing abovc Clerk nf the Corporation)

(NOTARY SEAL) G%é*—’“

Notary Public / Justice of the Peace

Commission Expires: 09,/3\ / :10 lé?

CGRIFFIN R. OODWIN
NOTARY PUBLIC
COUNTY NC
MY COMMISSION EXP : 08 087172028
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I ] DATE {MMDO/YYYY,
ACORD CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE ' !

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy{ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION 1S WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may raquire an endorsement. A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate hotder In liau of such endorsement(s).

PRODUCER LoREST PAC-Comm
J.Freeman & Associates, Inc. PHONE &, (864)331-4400 TAR wop, (864) 331-4401
Post Office Box 3597 LR
INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #

Greenville SC 29608 INSURER A; The Hartford
INSURED INSURER B :

Blue Ridge Censulting Services, Inc. INSURER G

114 Knightsridge Road INSURER D :

INSURERE ;

Travelers Rest SC 29680 INSURER F :

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER:  CiL238204801 REVISION NUMBER:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN 1S SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

[T ACDLISUER
'ff? TYPE OF INSURANCE INsp | wvp POLICY NUMBER 15%‘%%@@%%%, LIMITS
| COMMERCIAL GENERAL LLABILITY EACH OCCURRENCE ¢ 1.000,000
| cLams-ape E < occur . | PREMISES [E8 pocumencey | 8 1000000
| MED EXP (Any one person) $ 10,000
A 22 SBA AA4D46 08/15/2023 | 0811512028 | perenn o imr g 1.000.000
GENL AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: d GENERAL AGGREGATE s 2,000,000
X rovice e Loc PRODUCTS - COMPIOPAGG | § 2-000.000
OTHER: s
COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT
_AU_‘I’OMOBILE LIABILITY E o $ 1,000,000
ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Par parson} $
[~ | ovnED SCHEDULED scciden
A || aggg, il :.g_r"ogw - 22 SBA AA4Q46 08/15/2023 | 08/15/2024 :gg:; ;::um;s s
N ROPER
| <] AuTos omy AUTOS ONLY | (Per sccident) )
s
| O] vmBRELLALIAB | X occur EACH OCCURRENCE s 1,000,000
A EXCESS LB CLAMSMADE 22 SBA AA4046 08/16/2023 | 081152024 | ,concanre s 1,000,000
pen | X rerenmon s O $
WORKERS COMPENSATION PER o
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY T XS | [ 090,000
Ll it e e S NiA 22 WBC AB5LY1 08/15/2023 | 08/15/2024 | B BACHACCIDENT LR
(Mandatoy n K} E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE | 5 1.000.000
If yos, descrive un 1.000.000
DESCRIPTION OF GPERATIONS belaw EL. DISEASE - POLICY Liwy |5 1.000.

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS { LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if mors space Is required)

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN

State of New Hampshire ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

Department of Energy
21 §. Fruit St., Suite 10

Concord NH 03302-2429 i ' é{z 5
|

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

: © 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.
ACORD 25 (2016/03) The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 0 JUN12°23 P11 3:47 RCU

TDD Access: Retay NH
1-800-735-2964
Tel. (603} 271-3670

FAX No. 271-1526

COMMISSIONER
Jared S. Chicoine

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
Chistopher J. Efms, Jr.

Websie:

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY Waw.energy.nh.gov

21 S. Fruit S, Suite 10
Concord, N.H. 03301-2429

June 28, 2023
His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council
State House
Concord, NH 0330]
REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 365:37, authorize the New Hampshire Department of Energy (Department) to enter
into a contract with Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc. (Blue Ridge), of Travelers Rest, SC, Vendor
# 279751, for $76,240, to provide utility revenue requirement consulting services on behalf of
Department Staff in Docket No. DE 23-039, Liberty Utilities (Granite State Electric) Corp. d/b/a
Liberty Utilities (Liberty or the Company). The contract is to be effective upon the date of Governor
and Council approval through June 30, 2024, with the option to renew for up to two additional years
with Governor and Executive Council approval. 100% Other Funds (Special Utility Assessment).

Funding will be available, pursuant to RSA 365:37, in account General Consultants as follows:

02-52-52-520010-13820000-046-500464: FY 24 Total
$76,240 $76,240

EXPLANATION

The Department respectfully requests authority to enter into a contract in an amount not to
exceed $76,240 with Blue Ridge, a consulting firm specializing in strategic analysis and counsel
regarding to electric sector matters. On March 29, 2023, Liberty filed a notice of intent to file
request for a change in rates.

The Department issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) on April 20, 2023. The notice of the RFP
was published in the Union Leader for three days and was posted on the Department’s website.
The Department received two responses to its RFP. An evaluation team made up of the Director
in the Department’s Regulatory Support Division, a Utility Analyst for Regulatory and a
Department Staff Attorney/Hearings Examiner reviewed the two REP responses. The bid
responses were scored using the selection criteria identified in the RFP, weighted as follows:
qualifications, technical, and practical experience (maximum of 25 points); clarity and
appropriateness of proposed criteria evaluation, approaches and knowledge of relevant subject
matter (maximum 20 points); general experience and quahfications in providing similar services
{maximum 25 points); costs (maximum 20 points); and overall responsiveness to the RFP,
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including completeness, clarity, and quality (maximum 10 points). Blue Ridge was determined to be
the highest scoring qualified proposal at 94 points versus a 75-point score for the second-highest
qualified proposal.

The contract amount will not affect the General Fund. Funds will be assessed pursuant to RSA
365:37, which permits the Department to obtain experts and assess the costs to the regulated electric
utitities who are mandatory parties to the proceeding.

Your consideration of this request is appreciated.

Jared S. Chicoine
Commissioner



RFP #2023-006 Revenue Requirement

Date of Review: May 23, 2023

Scoring Team:

Jay Dudley, Utility Analyst; Alexandra
Ladwig, Staff Attomey/Hearing Examiner;
Elizabeth Nixon, Director of Regulatory

Bidder: Blue Ridge PCMG
Qualifications, technical expentise, cenifications, and knowledge that the organization or individual possesses, 25 18
including that of the staff and any subcontractors proposed lo be assigned to the engagement, providing

services directly relevant to the specified scope of services. (Maximum Point Score: 25)

Clanty and appropniateness of pr0posedl general approaches and demonstrated knowledge of relevant subject 20 14
matler, including proposed allocation of resources and time to critical tasks, proposed scope of work, and

project schedule. (Maximum Point Score: 20)

Experience and qualiftcations in providing similar services in New Hampshire as well as other slaies and to 25 20
other regulatory agencies. General experience providing similar services, (Maximum Point Score: 25)

Cost of consulting services and expenses, including the competitiveness of the proposed budgel and/or hourly 15 18
rales and any proposed discounts or other benefits. Cost savings that may result from a firm having responded

to multiple concurrent requests for proposals may be considered. (Maximum Point Score: 20)

Overall responsiveness to the requirements of the RFP, including completeness, clarity, and guality of proposal. 9 5
(Maximum Point Score: 10)

Total Score 94 75
Pricing $76,240 $64,400




FORM NUMBER P-37 (version 2/23/2013)

Notice: This agrecment and &l of its sitachments ghal] become public upon submission 1 Governor and
Executive Council for approval. Any information that is private, confidential or proprictary st
be clearly identified to the agency and agreed to in writing prior to signing ths contract.

AGREEMENT
The Saate of New Hampahire and tbe Contrecior heredy mutuslly agree as foliows:

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. _IDENTIFICATION,

1.1 State Agency Nama 1.2 Swuts Ageacy Address
Depanument of Energy 21 S. Fruit St, Ste. 10, Concard, NH 03301
13 Contractor Name .4 Contractar Address
Blus Ridge Consulting Services, nc. {14 Knighteridge Rd., Travelers Rest, SC 29690
1.5 Contracior Phone 16 Account Unitand Class | 1.7 Completion Date 1.8 Pricc Limitation
(uu)mu 1352~ 500464 June 30, 2024 $76,240 -
1.9 Contracting Officer for State Agency 1.10 State A;uwﬁjalephm Number
| Etizabeth R. Nixon 603-271-6018
1.1} Contractor Signature 112 Name and Titie of Contractor Signatory

Donna H. Mullinax, President

1.13, Stute

~  Data: S/?O/.m

1.14 Name and Title of State Agency Signaiory
Jered 8. Chicoine, Commissioner

By:

L[ Appeoval by th-NH-DeRETGRER of Administration, Division of Persoone] (f applicable)

Director, On:

1.16 Approval by the (Form, Substance and Execution) (I epplicabls)
MM On:  6/1/2023

[ oeerene’ VB L SECRETARY OF sTAftE 70,

Pagelefd



1. SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED, The State of New
Hampehire, scting through the agency identified in block 1.1
("Statz"™), engeges contractor identified in block 1.3 (“Contractor)
. to pesform, and the Contractor thall perform, the work ar ssle of
goods, or bod, identified and more particytarty described in the
attzched EXHIBIT B which is incorporsted herein by refermnce
(“Services™).

3. EFFECTIVE DATE/COMPLETION OF SERVICES.

3.1 Notwithstanding sny provision of this Agreement to the
contrury, &nd subjoc! ko the epproval of the Governor end
Exeadive Council of the State of New Hampshire, if applicable,
thiz Agreement, and all obligations of Lhe perties hereunder, chall
become effective on the date the Governor and Executive Coungil
spprove this Agreement, unless no such spprova) Is required, in
which caso the Agreement shall become cffcctive on the date the
Agreement is signed by the State Agency as shown in block 1.3
{“Effective Dete™).

32 If he Coatractor commencey the Services prior to the Effective
Date, sli Services performed by the Cootractor pricr o Lhe
Effectivo Date 1hall be performed at the sole risk of the Contractor,
and in the event that this Agreement does not becoroe cffective, the
State shall bave no liability to the Contractor, including without
limitstion, eny cbligation to pay the Contracwor for eny costs
incurred or Services performed.

3.3 Contractor must complsie sll Services by the Completion Date
specified in block 1.7,

4. CONDITIONAL NATURE OF AGREEMENT.
Norwithstanding eny provision of this Agreement to the contrary,
all obligations of the State hereunder, including, without limitstion,
the continuents of pryments bereynder, are contingem wpon the
availability and continued sppropriation of Amds. [n no event shall
the State be liable for any payments hereunder in excess of such
available sppropristed fmds. In the evenmt of ¢ reduction er
termination of appropriated funds by any state or feders] legislative
or oxeculive action that reducey, eliruinates or otherwite modifies
the appropriation or svailability of funding for this Agreement and
the Scope for Services provided in EXHIBIT B, in whole or in pan,
the State thall heve the right to withbold payment until such fimds
become available, if ever, and shall have the right 1o reduce or
tcrminate the Services under this Agreement immedistely upon
giving ihe Contractor notice of such reduction or terminetion. The
Suste shall not be required to transfer funds from oy other sccount
or source to the Account idenified in block 1.6 in the eveat Aunds
in that Account are reduced or unsvailable.

5. CONTRACT PRICE/PRICE LIMITATION/ PAYMENT.
3.1 The eomiract price, method of payment, end terms of payment
arc identified and more particulerly described tn EXHIBIT C
which is incorporzted herein by reference.

Slmmwhgmymﬁdmhmwuﬂn
coatrary, aad unexpected circumstances, in ne
event ghall the tow! of all payments suthborieed, or actually made
hereundet, exceed the Price Limitsticn wet forth in block 1.8. The
payment by the State of the contract price thall be the oaly end the
complete reimbursement to the Contractor (or afl expenses, of
whatover nature incurred by the Contrector in the performance

Pago2ofd

"hereof, and shall be the onty end the complets compensation 1o the

Contractor for the Services,

5. The Sute reserves the right to offiet from mny smounts
otherwise payable to the Contractor under this Agreemeni those
liquidsted amounts required or permited by N.H. RSA 80-7
through RSA 80:7-c or any other provision of law.

5.4 The Siate’s linbility under this Agreement chal! be limited to
maaetary damages not 1o exceed the lotal fees paid, The Coatracior
lptuthuuhumldeqummmdyahwrumyhmhnrthu
Agreement Dy the State and hereby waives any right to specific
perl'onununrulhaeqnuble remedics against the State

6. COMPLIANCE BY CONTRACTOR WITH LAWS AND
RWULATIONSIEQUAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY.

6.1 In conne:uon with the performence of the Services, the
Contractor dmll comply with ail spplicable statutes, laws,
regulations, and arders of federal, strte, county of municipal
suthoritics which mpose any obligstion or duty upon the
Contractor, inchuding, but not limiled to, civil rights ond cqual
mpbymuwnhyhnnnddn&w 3 order on Respect
and Civility m' the Workplace, Exocutive order 2020-01. In
addition, (f this Ammuuuhmdedmmypmbymmmoffhe
United Stases, 'the Contractor shall comply with all federal
excculive osdm. rules, regulations end stanutes, and with any rules,
regulations and guidelines &3 the State or the United States isyue to
implement these regulations. The Contractor shall alto comply
with all applicable intellectua) property laws.

6.2 Dumgmctmnof:hnwm.memmmmnm
discriminste npmsl employees of spplicants (or employment
because of age, sex, sexual arientation, race, cofor, mulmnn.
phytical or mental disadility, ttllswm crecd, rationa) origin,
gender identity, or gender expreasion, and will ke affirmative
sction to prevent such discrimination, unlens exempt by siats or
federal law. Tbc Contractor shall ensure any subcoatractors
comply with tbesc ocndiscrimination requirements.

6.3 NoptymmuwmfmofnhwbyCunnmnrm
represeniatives in connection with this Agreement have or shall be
mads which Innmepwpmewcffcclofpubhcmmcm
bribery, or scceptance of or ecquicsoence in extontion, kickbacks,
or other unlawful or impreper means of chlaining business,

6.4. The Contractor agrees to permit the State or United States
access to any of the Contractor's books, records and sccounts for
umofwmmhmmmmtnd
anmla.tegumlommdotda!pcmmm;mthnmu terms
and conditions of ‘mn Agreemend.

1. PERSONNEL

7.1 The Contracior shall af its own cxpense provide aj) persoanel
necersary to perform the Services. The Contracior werrents that all
personne] enguged in the Services shall be qualified tp perform the
Scrvices, and shall be property licensed and otherwise authorized
to do s0 under all dpplicable laws.

72 The Coatncting Officer specified in block 1.9, ot eny
successor, shall b the Siste’s point of contact pertaining to this

Agreemeni.

Contractor lnitials
g

|

|

|

|

!
'n
|
!
i



8. BVENT OF DEFAULT/REMEDIES.

8.1 Any onc or mors of the folkowing scts or omissions of the
Contractor shall constitute en cvent of dofeult hereunder (“Event
of Default™):

8.1.1 failure to perform the Services satisfectorily or on schedule;
8.1.2 failure 10 submit any repont required hereunder; andfor

8.1.3 failure to perform any other covenant, term or condition of
this Agreement.

8.2 Upon the ocarrence of tny Event of Defauh, the State may
teke &y one, or more, or &ll, of the following actions:

8.1.] give the Contractor & written notico specifying the Event of
Defeult and requiring it to be remedicd within, in the sbsence of &
greater of besser specification of time, thirty (30) calendar days
from the date of the notice; and if the Event of Defaull is not timely
cured, cerminate this Agreement, effective two (2) calendar days
after giving the Contractor notice of termination;

822 give the Cantractor & written notice specifying the Evers of
Defauh and suspending all paymeots to be made under Lhis
Apemtmmdwdeﬁngdnm:ponimofmcdnmlpﬁawhid:
would otherwiss sccrye (o tha Contrector during the period from
the date of such notice until such time as the State determines that
the Contractor bas cured the Event of Defaudt ghall never be paid
to the Contractor;

823 give the Contractor & written notice specifying the Event of
Defauli and se1 off against eny other odligations the Stte msy owe
to the Contractor any demages the Suate sulfers by reason of any
Event of Defsult; and/or

8.2.4 give the Contractor s written rotice specifying tho Event of
mw;mmm:umammwam
tnd puTsue any of its remedies at law or in equity, or both.

9. TERMINATION.,

9.1 Notwithstanding parsgraph 8, the State may, st i sole
discretion, terminate the Agreement for any reason, in whole o in
part, by thirty (30) calendar days wrinen netice to the Contractor
that the State it exercising its option to terminate the Agreement.
92 lntbamtofmuﬂywnmnniouofthhm'emmformy
rexson other then the completion of the Services, the Cootracior
shall, ot the Swate's discretion, deliver to the Contracting OfTicer,
not later than ffteen (I5) calendar days after the date of
termination, & report (“Termination Repon™) describing in detad
d!&nhapcﬂmmd.lndﬂnmmlwieewned.wmd
including the dste of terminaticn. In addition, et the Statz's
discretion, the Contractor ehall, within fifteen (15) calendar days
ofmﬁnofwlymhlﬁcn.dmhpwmbmilwthc&amn
treasition plan for Services under the Agreement.

10. PROPERTY OWNERSHIP/DISCLOSURE.

1. As used in this Agrocment, tho ward “Property” shll mean
nudnu.inrmzioamdthins!dm!opedorohuimdduhgthe
pufmmocf.wachmdordwclcpedbymnof.lhis
Ammw;m“ﬁmiundlnwgmﬁb.
formulae, suveys, maps, cherts, gound recardings, video
renu'dlnp,_ pictorial reproductions, drawings, analyses, grephic
ERTEICIHENiOnS, COMpUler programs, computer printouts, noiss,
mmmmmmwﬁﬂhaﬁn&odor
unfinighed,

Pagedof4

10.2 All data and eny Property which has been received from the
Sm:,orpurdmcdw{zhhnmmvidedtmlhummmmh
Agnarmt.tha]lhclhemdlhos:aw.mdmﬁlhmumed
mUnSumwdmundwuponlamimlionoflhhMmmnl
for eny reeson.

10.3 Disclosure of data, information and other records shall be
govemned by N.H. RSA chepier 91-A and/or other spplicable law.
Disclosure requires prior written spproval of the Stats,

1. CONTRACTOR'S RELATION TO THE STATE. in the
performance of this Agreement the Contmagtor is in all reapests an
independent contractor, rnd is neither an Agent nor an employee of
tho Stas. Neither the Coatractor nor any of its officers, employees,
£geats of members shall have authority to bind the Swts or receive
sy benefils, workery” compentalion or olher emoluments
provided by the State 10 its employees,

12. ASSIGNMENT/DELEGATION/SUBCONTRACTS.

12.1 Centrector ¢hall provide the Stato written nolice at least fiftoen
(15) calendar days before any proposed easignment, defegation, or
other transfer of any interest In this Agreement No guch
assignment, delegation, or other ransfer shall o effective without
the wrinen consen: of the State.

(2.2 For purposes of paragraph 12, o Change of Control ehalt
constitete mssignmem. “Change of Control* mens {n) merger,
consolidation, or & ransaction or series of related trenssctions in
which a third party, together with its affilistes, becomes the direct
or indireet owner of fifty percent (50%) or more of the voting
shares or similar equity interests, or combined voling power of the
Contrazior, or (b) the eake of ol! or substantislly all of the assets of
the Contractor,

12.3 None of the Services shall be subcentracted by ths Contractor
withowt prior written notice and consent of the Stat.
ll.lThaSmchmth!edwmpicsofdlwbeonmmd
exvignment agreements and shal) tot be bound by eny provisions
contained in s subcontract of a0 sxvignment agreement to which it
18 not a party.

13. INDEMNIFICATION. The Contractor shal) indemnify,
defend, end bold harmiess the Sate, ity officers, and employces
from and againgt al! actions, claims, damages, demands,
judgmexts, fincs, liabilities, lotses, and other sxpenses, meluding,
without limitation, ressonsbic atloracys” fees, arising out of or
tdﬁngmlbhApmudhalyorindixwlyui:hg&un death,
personal injury, propemy dwmage, intellectual property
infringement, or olher claims ssserted against the State, its officers,
or employees caused by the acis or omissions of segligence,
reckless or willid misconduct, or (raud by the Contrector, its
employees, agents, or subcontractors. The State shall not be lisdle
for any costs incurred by the Contractor arising under this
pragreph 13. Notwithsianding the foregoing, nothing bercin
mmwmhd:mmcmmim.nimonhc&ue's
sovercign immunity, which immunity is hereby reserved fo the
State. This covenmt In paragraph 13 ghall survive the termination
of this Agreement.

Contrsctor Initials
Date



14, INSURANCE.

14.1 The Cootrector shall, st its sole expents, cbuin and
continuously maintain in force, and shall require any subcontrector
or estigner w oblzin and maintain in force, the following
insurance:

14.).] commercial genera! liability innurance against all cleimy of
bodily injury, desth or property damage, in emounts of not less than
$1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000,000 Sgregalc OF cxcess;
ad

14.1.2 spechl cause of loss coverago form covering all Property
subject 1o subparegraph 102 herein, in an amount not less then
£0% of the wholk replacement valve of the ;

14.2 The policies described in subparagraph 14.1 berein shall be on
pelicy form and endorsements approved for use in the State of
New Hampshiro by the N.H. Department of lasurence, end issued
by ingurers licensed in the Staie of New Hampashire.

14} The Contracior shell furnish to the Contracting Officer
identified in block 1.9, or wny suceemser, a centificoe(s) of
insuranca for all Insurence required under this Agreement. At the
request of the Contracting Offices, or any successor, the Contsetor
shall provide .centificate(s) of insurance for all renowalls) of
énsurance required under (his Agreement. Tho cemtificate(s) of
insursnce and any rcnewals thereof shall be stached and are
incorparxied berein by reference.

15. WORKERS' COMPENSATION. .

15.1 By signing this agreement, the Contrectoe agrees, certifies and
werants that the Contractor is in compliznce with or exempt from,
the requirements of NH. RSA chapter 281-A (“Workers'
Compensation ™).

13.2 To e excent the Contractor is subject (o the requiraments of
N.H. RSA chapter 281-A, Contractor shall maintain, and require
any subcontractor or assignee to secure and maintain, payment of
Workers' Campensation in connection with activities which the
peon propases to undertake pursuant to this Agreement. The
Contrector shell furnish the Contracting Qfficer iientified in block
19, or my successar, proof of Workers' jon in the
ruanner destribed in NH. RSA chapter 281-A and wny spplicsble
renzwal(s) thereof, which shall be sttached and are incorporsted
hereln by reference. The State shail not be responsible for payment
ofany Workers’ Compensstion premiumy or for any other claim or
bezefit for Contrector, or sny subcontractor or employse of
Contractor, which might arise under appliceble Statr of New
Hampshire Workers® Campensation laws in connection with the
performance of the Services under this Agreement.

16 WAIVER OF BREACH, A Statw's fuilure to enforce its rights
with respect to any single or continuing breach of thiy Agreement
shall not act 03 @ waiver of the right of the Stts ta Iater enforee any
#uch rights or to enforce any other or any subsaquent breach,

17. NOTICE. Any notice by s pasty hereto to the other party shall
be deemed to havo been duly delivered or given st the time of
mailing by eertified mail, postage prepeid, in o United States Poxt
Office addressed to the parties at the rddresses given in blocks 1.2
&nd 1.4, berein.
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18. AMENDMENT. This Agroement may be emended, waived or
dixhaqedonlybyanhuumuinvﬁdn;ﬁpdbylhewﬁu
hereto and only sRer approval of such amendment, waiver or
discharge by the Govemnor and Executive Council of (he State of
New Hampshire uniess no such approval is required under the
circumstances pursuant to State law, rule or policy.

19, CHOICE OF LAW AND FORUM.

i9.1 This Agreement shall be governed, interpreted and construed
in sccordance with the laws of the State of New Hampthire except
where the Fedena! supremacy clsuse requires otherwise. The
wcfdin;umdinmilmmthmmm;cbmmbyme
pattics to express their mutual ‘intent, and no rule of construction
shall be applicd against o1 in favor of eny party.

192 Any sctions wising out of this Agreement, inchiding the
breach or alleged breach thereol, may not be-submitted 1o binding
srbitration, but musi, instead, be brought and mainzined in the
Memimack County Superior Court of New Hampshire which shal)
have exclusive jurisdiction thereof.

20. CONFLICTING TERMS. [n the event of s conflict between
the terms of this P-37 form (a1 modified in EXHIBIT A) end sy
other portion of this Agreetment including any sfuchments thereto,
the terms of the P-37 (13 modified in EXHIBIT A) shsll coatyol.

11. THIRD PARTIES. This Agrecment is deing entered into for
Lhcnubmemoftbcpanium.mdnmhmbaein.umw
{mplied, is intended to or will confer any legal or equitable right,
benefil, or remedy of any nature upon any other person.

22. HEADINGS. The headings throughout the A gregment ao for
reference purposes onty, and the words contained therein shall in
no wiy be held to eaplain, modily, emplify or aid in the
interpretation, construction or meaning of the provisions of this
Agreement.

23. SPECIAL PROVISIONS. Additom! or modifylng
provisions set forth in the attached EXHIBIT A weo incorporated
herein by reference.

4. PURTHER ASSURANCES. The Cootractor, slong with its
egents and olfiliates, shall, et its own cost and expense, execute any
sdditional documents and take such further agtions as may be
reasonsbly required to carry out the provisions of (ls Agreemen
and give effect 1o the transactions contemplated hereby.

8. SEVERABILITY. [n the cvemt ny of the provisions of this
Agreement are held by » court of competent jurisdiction to be
contnry to any siate or federal Law, the remahing provisions of
this Agreement will remain in full force and effect, ,

36. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. Tbis Agreement, which may be
exccuted in o number of counterpants, each of which shall be
deemed @ original, constitutes the entire agreement 4nd
msmmmmwnnm
egreements and understandings with respect to the subject maner

hereof,
Contractor Initials
Date



EXHIB[T A
SEECIAL PROVISIQNS

1. In conformity with Paragraph 12 of the Genersl Provisions, the State bereby authorizes
the Contractor to utilize Wen Hudson of Lean Utility as 8 subcontractor, at the rates
specified in the Contractor’s Proposal, at the Contractor's sole expense, and the State will
reimburse the Contractor for the cost of its subcontractor's services. The State will not
pay any subcontractor directly for its services 1o the Contractor. The amount to be pald
to the Contractor, including the amounts paid for services provided to the Contractor by
soy permnitted subcontractor, shall not exceed the Price Limitation listed on Exhibit C.

r The Contractor may oot substitute or change personnel identified in its Proposal without
written notice to end the consent of the Departmeat, such consent not to be unreasoaably
withheld.

i The Contractor agrees (o maintain confidential all information to which it has access uatil

such time as it is instructed otherwise by the Department.
4, In accordance with the provisions of RFP 2023-006, the contract term may be extended
by up to two additional years to conduct the same or similar work and the not-to-exceed
amount may be increased, all st the sole optioo of the State, contingent upon satisfactory
contractor performance, projected requirements for similar consulting services, and, when
applicable, Governor and Executive Counci! approval, .

RFP 2013-006 ’ Grantee Initials
Blue Ridge Consuiting Services, Inc. Dzte
Page | of |



EXHIBIT B
SCOPE OF SERVICES

The Contractor will be hired and supervised by the Department to perform the revegue
requirement consulting work, and will work at the direction of, and in consultation with the
Department The Contractor chasen will be expected to wark on a broad range of financial
issues related to the assignment. Among other things, tasks will include:

Review of the Company's proposed revenue requircments and resultant rate increase,
Preparation of interrogatories and participation in other discovery activities,
Participation in technical sessions and settlement discussions,

Preparation and submission of direct, rebuttal, and surrebuttal testimony,

Preparation of responses to interrogatories, and

Anendance at hearings for live testimony and cress-examinstion,

The Contrector shall conduct an initial project scoping meeting with the Department. The
purpose of the meeting is to review and refine the scope, task and project approach requirements;
review the allocarion of resources among deliverables; establish 8 project plan, with key
deliverables and milestone dates; and establish project management and communication
protocols to casure that the information needs of both the Department and the consultant are
satisfied.

In the process of preparing each deliverable, the Contractor will work closely with Department in
order to facilitate effective knowledge transfer of each issue. The work of the Contractor will be
subject to an evaluntion of progress achieved against the above-mentioned scope and tasks to
take place after completion of the key deliverables identified during the meeting to discuss the

scope of the project

RFP 2023-006 : Grentee lnitinls
Blue Ridge Consulting Services, Inc. Date
Pags 1 of



EXHIBITC
ou s

This contract agreement becomes effective on date of execution by the Department and
concludes oo June 30, 2024,

Estimated Budget: Blue Ridge Consulting, Inc. (Contractor) will charge for professional
_ consulting services for time involved and expenses incurred for an amount not to exceed

$76,240.00. Services will be provided in Exhibit B and as presented in Contractor's
proposal dated May 19, 2023, and et the following hourly rates:

*The asterisked pames below are those of subcontractors whom the Contractor is
permitted to utilize as needed.

Labor Category Name Labor Rate (fully loaded)
{$/hour)
Project Manager and Donna Mullinax $240.00
Expert Witness
Senict Consultant Joe Freedman - $205.00
Senior Consultant Dap Salter $205.00
Consultant Wen Hudson* $190.00
Lean Utility LLC
Consultant Tracy Klnes $190.00

All reasonable related out-of-pocicet costs and expenses, including travel, approved by
the Department, will be invoiced at cost without mark-up end are subject to the Price
Limitation below.

Price Limitation: The contract shall not exceed $76,240.00.

Method of Paympent: Payment to be made on satisfectory completion of the assigned
work on the basis of monthly invoices reviewed and approved by the Department. All
invoices shall be supparted by a summary of activities that have taken place in
accordance with the terms of the coatract, along with a detailed listing of out-of-pocket
expenses incurred and copies of receipts. Invoices shall provide adequate back up
including the dates and hours worked per individual during the month and the detailed
description of the service provided during those hours. lnvoices shall be submitted by
email to Liz Nixoz or mailed to ber at New Hampshire Deparument of Energy, 2] South
Fruit Street, Suite 10, Concord, New Hampshire 03301.2429,

Payments hereunder are contingent upon the availability of funds assessed pursuant to
RSA 365:37. The Department will assess the costs of the contract to the appropriate
party(ies) end upon payment of the assessment, will process payment to the Contractor.

RFP 202)-006 Grantee [nitials
Blus Ridge Consulting Services, Inc. Date
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ATE OF AUTHORITY/VOTE
(Corporation with Natary Seal)

L Tmey Kiags . du hereby cenify that:
(Name of Clerk of the Corporation. cannat be the wne who signed the contrace)

I Fam a duly clecied Secretary of Blue Ridge Consplting Sceviees e,

{The Corporation)

2. The fullowing are trug copics of two eusolutions duly adupted at a mecting of the Board of | )ircctor:g of

the Carporation duly. held on May 24,2027

{Date given auihority)

RESOLVED: That this Corporation enter into o contract with Lhe State of New Hampshire, acting through

its Depaniment of Gnergy (or the provision of —repulatory consplting SCrVices,

RESOLVED: That Donna Mullinax, President ;

(Title of onc who signed the contract)
is hereby suthorized on behalf of this Corporation 1o cnier into the said contracl with the Siate and to
exccule any and all documents, agrecments and other instruments, end any amendments, revisions. or
mudifications thercto, as he/she may deem necessary, desirble ur appropriaie.

3 The forgoing resolutions have not been amended or revoked. and remain in full Torce end effect
- asof __May 25 2021 i
(Date Contract Signed)
4, Trocy Klags (isfare) the duly clected Scervtary
(Name of Corporate Signatory) (Titke of Corporate Signatory)

of the Corporation. W wﬂ
(Sifinature offlx: Clerk of the Corporation}

STATE OF

County of __|

The forggoing instrument was acknowledged befure me this
. : 2023. by
{ N:m:‘;-‘ BEeNED signing above, Clerk of the Corporation)
SRR L O

%

;{;E}Aﬂ,’f:gm{!}

EF!  Mycomm, ig

€25 Eapi 13
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State of New Hampshire
Department of State

CERTIFICATE

|. Duvid M. Scanlon. Sceretary of State of the State of New Hampshire, do hereby centify that BLUE RIDGE CONSULTING
SERVICES. INC. is 2 South Cerolina Profit Corporntion registered (0 tronsact business in New Hampshire on June 06. 2017. |
fisrther certify that all fees and documents required by the Secreteny of State’s office have been received and is in good sunding as

far as this oMice is concerned.

Business (D: 772428
Cenificate Number: 0006236412

iN TESTIMONY WHEREQF.

) hereto s21 my hand and cause 10 be anlixed
the Scal of the Siate of New Hampshire.
this 24ih doy of l_«la_\' A.D.2023.

David M. Sc¢anlen
Secreiany of Suate
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ACORD" CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE e il

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NQ RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POUCIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES KOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: Hf the certificats hotder Is an ADOITIONAL INSURED, the policy{ies} must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
tf SBUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the tarms and conditions of the policy, certain policles may require an endorsemant. A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights Lo the cenlificats hotder in Reu of such sndorsemeant(s).

ru«: mm P&C-Comm
J.Fi & Arsoclates, inc. 3 . (884) 3314400 I'a" o (847 3314401
Post Offics Box 3507 P
Greemviie SHEURER(S) AFFORDING COVRAGE " s
o 5¢ 2008 sisurer 4. The Harforg
' ’ : munsn g Capitd Speciafty Insurance

Broe Ridgs Cormiing Services, Inc, —

» WEURER D :

INFURER | :

Lveiea]Res! SC 29880 p——

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER:  CL228804509 VI IOAINUMEER:

THIS 13 TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICES OF IMSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTAMDING ANY REQUIREMENT. TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACY OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT 10 WHICKH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES CESCRIBED HEREIN (S SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,

EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES, LM TS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PALD CLAIMS,

?y‘.n TYPE OF (INIURANCE POLICY HUMBER [MWDONYYY] | (aOONTYY) Liis
D] COMMERCIAL GENEAAL LIARLITY EALH OCCURRENCE 4 1.000.000
0 ORKAIE YO RERTE
Jeussuce [ ccen  PREV3E e conrecy [ 1/000.000
AED EXP Ay o panon) | 5 10.000
A j 22 SBA AR 081572022 | ORNS202Y [ pemaomins 2 0w meame | 3 1/000,000
QEN ADGREGATE L0AT APPLIES PER: | Cerean acancoare 3 2:000.000
3 POLICY T Loc ' PROOUCTS - COMPOP GG |5 2.000.000
oner i
COMGED Ssil LuaT
| AUTOMOBAE LIABRITY | Eapeoomi $ 1,000,000
AMY ALTO DOORY INJURY [Par paraoa) Y
A [ ] ?ﬁ‘%om' wz 22 SBA AALO4E 08/1372022 | 08/15/2023 | BOONY wOURY (Per sccicent) | §
[ 3¢ ros oy AUTOS GeY (P e} d
s
| ] vatRgiALAS occum EACH OOCURRENCY 3 1000.000
A Fxcess s e 2SBAAMME 081572022 | 081372028 [ o owscare s 1,000,000
oo | X acvewnion s 0 1
WORXE RS COMPENSATIGN ﬁﬁn G
AND EMPLOTERY LIABIITY o ) siargre | [ 9% S
A | o D R XECUTE wia 22 WBC ABSL 1Y 08192022 | 08/15/202) | B, BACH ACCIDENT R hkad
M awcatary In ) | EL. vseass - 64 Emovey | 3 1:000.000
&u. Guacnide wiie - 1,000,000
SCRATION OF OPEATIONS poiow £1.Crsaase. moLCY Luar [ g 1,000,
Professlons | ishilit
] i $6C02178.12 08/18/2022 | 0811572023 | Each Act Aggregate 2,000,000

CESCAPTION OF OPERATIONS | LOCATIONS | VENICLES (ACGAD 101, Additiensl Remirks Schodiuts, may be sached f mare 186cs 3 rocpl ted)

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

BHOULO ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIEY BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREQF. NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN

Stato of New Mampshire ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

Department of Engrgy
21 5. Frull 5, Suite 10

Concord NH 03302.2429 : /l Hr o

AYTHORITED RE PAEIENTATIVE

l

) € 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights resarved.
ACORD 23 (2014003) The ACORD name and 1090 s7¢ registered marks of ACORD



