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His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, NH 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 365:37, authorize the New Hampshire Department of Energy (Department) to
enter into a retroactive amendment to a contract with River Consulting Group, Inc. (RCG), of
Clayton, GA, Vendor #380125, by extending the expiration date from February 1, 2024 to
December 31, 2025 to assist and advise the Department in analysis and litigation relating to natural
gas distribution system planning and engineering, effective upon the date of Governor and
Executive Council approval. The original contract was approved by the Governor and Executive
Council on Januaiy 26,2022, Item #61. There is no additional funding requested. Funding is
lOOVo Other (Special Utility Assessment).

EXPLANATION

This request is retroactive because the decision to extend the contract was not made in time to
complete the contract amendment process and obtain Governor and Executive Council approval
prior to the expiration date of February 1, 2024. In 2023, Liberty Utilities (Liberty or the
Company) filed two separate distribution rate cases, which were docketed by the New Hampshire
Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") as DE 23-039 and DG 23-067.

During the ongoing proceedings, the Department needs to file testimonies evaluating and
recommending several capital projects proposed by the Company for either allowance or
disallowance. The Department's recommendations need to adequately analyze, explain or justify
many of the proposed capital investments as failed, and ultimately whether they are just,
reasonable, and in the public interest.

Additionally, the Department could potentially receive multiple distribution rate cases in 2024,
which would require similar analysis in the future. RCG was originally contracted to provide
such services.

The Department, therefore, respectfully requests a retroactive extension of the contract expiration
date for RCG's consulting services provided to the Department. It would be efficient and in the best
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interest of the Department to have RCG continue to perform this work. Unforeseen delays have
been encountered in the two individual rate case proceedings; therefore, the Department asks for
a no cost, 17-month extension of the contract with RCG in order to allow the consultant to
provide requisite support to the Department.

Funds will be assessed pursuant to RSA 365:37, II, which permits the Department to obtain
experts and assess the costs to the electric and natural gas utilities who are mandatory' parties to
the proceeding.

Your consideration of this request is appreciated.

Respectfully submitted.

Jared S. Chicoine

Commissioner



CONTRACT AMENDMENT

This Contract Amendment (Amendment) is entered into by and between the State of New
Hampshire, acting by and through the New Hampshire Department of Energy (Department), 21
S. Emit Street, Concord, NH 03301, (hereinafter referred to as State) and River Consulting
Group, Inc., 77 Wilson Bridge Lane, Clayton, OA 30525, (hereinafter referred to as the
Contractor), collectively referred to as (the Parties).

WHEREAS, the Parties have entered into a contract, approved by the Governor and
Executive Council on January 26, 2022, Item #61 (hereinafter referred to as the Contract);

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to extend and amend the Contract as provided in this
Amendment; and

WHEREAS, the Contract allows for amendments by an instrument in writing executed by
both Parties;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, and the covenants and conditions
contained in the Contract, and set forth herein, the Parties hereto do hereby agree as follows:

1. Section 1.7, Completion Date, P-37 of the existing Contract is hereby deleted in
its entirety and replaced with the following: December 31, 2025.

2. Exhibit C, Contract Amount, Terms and Methods of Payment, Paragraph 1 is
hereby amended from February 1, 2024 to December 31, 2025.

3. This Amendment hereunder shall become effective upon approval by the New
Hampshire Governor and Executive Council.

V

4. Except as specifically amended and modified by the terms and conditions of this
Amendment, the Contract and the obligations of the Parties hereunder, shall
remain in full force and effect with the terms and conditions set forth herein.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have set their hands the date first-written
above.

River Consult^g_GrQup, Inc.

Date: /'ZgQ.'/
rant, President
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State of New Hampshire

Department of State

CERTIFICATE

1, David M. Scanlan, Secretar>' of State of the State of New Hampshire, do hereby cenify that RIVER CONSULTING GROUP,

INC is a Georgia Profit Corporation registered to transact business in New Hampshire on July 29, 2021. 1 further certify that all

fees and documents required by the Secretar>' of State's office have been received and is in good standing as far as this office is

concerned.

Business ID: 877302

Certificate Number: 0006587382

SI

lb

•9

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF,

1 hereto set my hand and cause to be affixed

the Seal of the State of New Hampshire,

this 27th day of Februar>' A.D. 2024.

David M. Scanlan

Secretary of State



River Consulting Group, Inc.

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

I, Janice P. Grant, do hereby certify that;

1. 1 am the duly elected Secretary of the River Consulting Group, Inc. (the
"Corporation"), a registered Georgia Corporation.

2. Robert M. Grant is the duly elected President of the Corporation,

authorized by the Corporation's by-laws to sign contracts made,
accepted, or endorsed by the Corporation,

Jamce P Grant, Secretary

February 27, 2024

Date



CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE
DATE (MM/DOrrVYY)

07/28/2023

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

THIS CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE

POLICIES BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S),

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT; If the certificate holder Is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(les) must be endorsed. If SUBROGATIONIS WAIVED,
subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement. A statement on this certificate does not
confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsementfs).

PRODUCER

NUTMEG INS AGENCY INC/PHS

76210781

The Hartford Business Service Center

3600 Wiseman Blvd

San Antonio. TX 78251

CONTACT

NAME:

PHONE (888)925-3137 fax
(A/C, No, Ext): (A/C,N0):

E-MAIL

ADDRESS:

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAICI

INSURED

River Consulting Group, Inc.

77 WILSON BRIDGE LN

CLAYTON GA 30525-4812

INSURER A Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company 30104

INSURER B

INSURER C

INSURER D

INSURER E

INSURER F

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD

INDICATED.NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT. TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS

CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN. THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE

TERMS. EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.
INSR.

ITR
TYP€OF INSURANCE

ADDL

INSR

SU8R

WVD
POLICY NUMBER

POLICY EFF

IMM/OOrYYYYI

POUCY EXP

IMM/DOrYYYYl
UMrTS

A

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILrTY

X 76SBW AM6SPT 07/23/2023 07/23/2024

EACH OCCURRENCE S 1.000,000

CLAIMS-MADE [ X [oCCUR
nerai Liability

DAMAGE TO RENTED $1,000,000

X Ge MEO EXP (Any ono parson) $10,000

PERSONAL & AOV INJURY $1,000,000

CENl AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE $2,000,000

X L]'°^
OTHER

PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG $2,000,000

A

AUTOUOBILE UABIUTY

76 SBW AM6SPT 07/23/2023 07/23/2024

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT $1,000,000

ArrYAUTO BODILY INJURY (Par parson)

ALL OWNED

AUTOS

HIRED

AUTOS

SCHEDULED

AUTOS

NON-OWNED

AUTOS

BODILY INJURY (Par accidant)

X X
PROPERTY DAMAGE

(Par acddant)

UMBRELLA UAB

EXCESS UAB

OCCUR

CLAIMS-

MAOE

EACH OCCURRENCE

AGGREGATE

3E0 RETENTION $

WORKERS COMPENSATION

AND EMPLOYERS' UABIUTY

ANY YIN

PROPRIETCR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE i—

OFFlCERflKEMBER EXCLUDED? |
(Mandatory in NK)
tf yos. doscrilM undor

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS bNow

HI A

PER OTH-

STATUTE FR

E.L EACH ACCIDENT

E.L. DISEASE -EA EMPLOYEE

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT

A
Employment Practices Liability

Insurance
76 SBW AM6SPT 07/23/2023 07/23/2024

Each Claim Umit

Annual Aggregate Limit

$25,000

$25,000

DESCRIPTION Of OPERATIONS/LOCATtONS ! VEHKLES (ACORD 101, Adcflttonal R«nar1(S ScTitdula. m«y b* «ttacl>*d H mor« »p*c« la raquirad)

Those usual to the Insured's Operations. Certificate holder is an additional insured per the Business Liability Coverage Form SL3032 attached to this
policy.

State of New Hampshire

Department of Energy

21 S FRUIT ST STE 10

CONCORD NH 03301

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED

BEFORE THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

ACORO 25 (2016/03)

<E) 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD
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January 11,2022

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, JsTK 03301

His Excellency and Honorable Counciloi^:

REQUESTED ACTION

Pumiant to RSA 365:37, II and III, authorize the New Hampshire Department of Energy (DOE) to enter into a
contract with River Consulting Group, Inc., of Clayton, GA, Vendor Code #877302, for an amount not to
exceed S270,000, to assist and advise the DOE in analysis and litigation relating to natural gas distribution
system plannirig and engineering. The contract is to be effective upon the date of Governor and Council
approval through February 1,2024. Funding is 100% Special Utility Assessment.

. Funding is authorized from the account, General Consultants, as follows with the authority to adjust
encumbrances in each of the State fiscal years ihrou^ the Budget Office if needed and justified:

Funding will be available, pursuant to RSA 365:37, II, in account 02-52-52-5200-13820000-500464.

FY2022 FY2023 FY2024 Total

570,000 5120,000 580,000 5270,000

EXPLANATION

The DOE respectfully requests authority to enter into a contract in an amount not to exceed 5270,000.00
with River Consulting Group, Inc., a consulting firm specializing in utility litigation consulting services.
The New Hampshire Department of Energy (DOE), unto RSA 12-P:2, is tasked with representing its positions
before the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission (Commission), and is authorized to complete the record
for consideration by the Commission when it must determine whether the services provided by electric, natural
gas, water, and sewer utilities throu^ their distribution networks are adequate for their customers' needs, and
whether those services are provided at just and reasonable rates.

The DOE will deploy the expertise of River Consulting Group to present a complete and balanced record for
Commission review of the engineering aspects of natural gas utility investments primarily in two forums: Least
Cost Integrated Resoume Plans (LCIRPs) pursuant to RSA 378:37^, and requests for cost recovery during
Rate Cases pursuant to RSA 378:27-28.

LCIRP proceeding allow the Commission to prospcciivcly review whether a utilities' resource portfolio and
planned investments will offer service at the lowest reasonable cost to ratepayers. New Hampshire's largest
natural gas distribution utility, Liberty Utilities (EnergyNonh Natural Gas) Corp. d/b/a Liberty Utilities (Liberty
Gas), is obligated pursuant to RSA 378:38 to File an LCIRF in the fourth quarter of 2022. Similarly, Northern



Utilide$,Inc. (Nofthen))balsoob(igaled tofiIeanLClRPbylheendof2022. Rate cases and related stq)
adjustments allow the Commission to ittrospectively review v^iether system investments have been pnidenily
decided upon, managed, are used and useful, and may be eligible for recovery in customer rates. Northern's
ongoing rate case proposes a an approximately $7.8 million increase in revenue requirement and three
step adjustments which would permit Northern to request recovery of approximately S3.2 million per
year in additional revenue requirement associated with non-grow^ capital investments placed in
service in 2021,2022, and 2023. 5tee, DC 2M04. Liberty Gas's recently settled rate case would
permit the Company to request recovery of up to $3.2 million in additional annual revenue
requirement associated with non-growth capital investments placed into service during 2021 See. DC
20-105.'

On July 6,2021, (he Department's Regulatory Support Division (Division) issued an internal memorandum
recommending issuance of a Request for Proposals (RFP) for an outside consultant to assist th>e DOE in its
review of distribution system engineering and planning. Upon consultation with the Department of Justice, (he
proposed RFP was separated into two different RFPs, one addressing electric distribution system engineering
and planning and the other addressing natural gas distn'bution system engineering and planning. On Septonber
16,2021. the DOE issued RFP #2021 -017 for an outside consultant to assist the DOE in its review of natural
gas distribution system engineering and planning. Proposals responsive to the RFP were to be received by the
DOE no later than October 14,2021. TIm notice of the RFP was published in the Union Leader for time
days and was posted on the IX3E's website.

The DOE received two responses to its RFP. An evaluation team made up of (he Regulatory Division
DirecU)r and a StalT Attomey/Hearings Examiner reviewed the two RFP responses. The bid responses were
scored using (he selectioo criteria identified in the RFP, weighted as follows: employee and subcontractor
qualifications (maximum of 20 points); proposed scope of work (maximum 25 points); jurisdictional
experience (maximum 25 points); cost of consulting services (maximum 20 points); and responsiveness to
the RFP (maximum 10 points). River Consulting Group, inc. was the highest scoring bidder at 76 points versus
a 73 point score for (he second highest bidder response.

The contract amount will not affect the General Fund. Funds will be assessed pursuant to RSA 365:37, H,
which permits the DOE to obtain experts and assess the costs to any electric and/or natural gas utilities who arc
mandatory parties to a proceeding.

Your consideration of this request is apprectaled.

submitted,iiyRes

/s/

fastd S. Chtcoine

Interim Commissioner

Attachments:

Agreement with Exhibits

' While the step adjustments represent approximately SI 3 million in annual revenue requirement impacts, those
impacts represent approximately S8S million worth of capital investments. The Notthem rate case will represent a
similarly large sample of capital investments (hat must be reviewed forpntdency.



Exhibit A

RFPff202l-OI7, Natural Cas Svficm Planninsand Encinccrinc Scoring Team Consensus Score
DaieafRc^ietv; 11/2/2021

Scored by: Thomas Frantz, Olreeior Regalatory Support DI>islon & Paul
Dciter, Hearing] Examincr/StafT Attorney

Srhumaker& Co. River Consulting Croup

Employee and Subcontractor Quallfkatlons: Qualifications, technical
e.cpeiiisc. certifications, and knowledge that the organization or individual
possesses, including that of the susfT and any subcontractors proposed to be
assigned to the cngogcmcni. providing services directly relevant to the specified
scope of Krviecs. (Maximum Point Score; 20)

15 17

Proposed Scope of Work: Clarity end appropriateness of proposed general
approaches and demORStnilcd knowledge of relevant subject matter, including
proposed allocation of trsources and time to critical tasks, proposed scope of
work, and project schedule. (Maximum Point Score: 23)

17 19

Jurlsdletlonal Experience; Oeneral experience providing similar scrx'kcs in
New Hampshire, as well as utility regulatory agencies in other states, including
similar cunncni or prior engagements. Engagements relevant to New Hampshire
utility afTiiiatcs In other jurisdictions may be considered. (Maximum Point Score;
25)

15 18

Cost of Consulting Services; Cost of constilting services and expenses, including
the competitiveness of the proposed budget and/or hourly rates and any proposed
discmints or other bencfiis. (Maximum Point Score; 20)

20 15

(

Responsiveness to RFP; Overall responsiveness to the requirements of the RFP.
including completeness, clarity, and quality of proposal. (Maximum Point Score;
• 0)

6 7

total SCORE 73 76
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GENSRAL PROVISIONS

i. PgWtTPtCAtlON;
LI Stite Aaoocy Nsnta
Poptrtmsot of Baggy

Stag Ageiqr Addrcoa.
21 & PraftSm. Suice 10
Coaeord.NH 03301

1.3 GeatttdsrNgtto

River Cbonldflg Qroop. loc.
lA GmlractnTAddrm

77 WUaoa Bridge Lose, dtytoB, OA 30625

1.9 CosE&ister Pfarne

Nuflib®

77a-33MMl

1.6 Aecotm Noiabg

13820000

L7 Cooplgioa Due

2/172024

1.8 Price Itedtrtffio

8270,000

1.9 Oootncdng OfBcer for Stfie Agocy
Tom Pmtz, Regnlitory Support DMsion Dtrector

1.10 Statt Ageaey Telcpbone Niaobg
603-2TI-3670
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Robert M. Qma, Prtridcm
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>— . oi'-

1.14 Neao Old Title of $gteA|gKySigBttary
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LI? Appovil by (bo Oovemor lad Busuthw CooacU (^appOeebU)
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2. SraVlCES TO BE PEIVpRMED. The State of New
Hampshire, utiog throu^ agdxy idedtifiBd^^iB block 1.1

(^State'Ot ei^'gcs :coa^tpr 'id^tin^. in block 1.3
(Xontractor^ to perfb:^ and die Cohtnctor abjUl.p^orm, tl»
work or aale.of goods, or both, identified and more p^ciilariy
described in tlu' attached EXHIBlt B oihicb. is iocofporated
herein by rcfiraee C'Sovicesf^.

3. EFTECnVE DATE/CChffLETlON OF SERVICES.

3; I Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreanent to the
contrary, and -subject to die approi^ of the Oovertior and

. Executive Council of the State of New Hampshire, if applicable,
this Agreement, and all obligations of^parties bereunda, shall
become effective on the date die Oovemor .and Executive
Council ̂ prove ttiii Agreement as' indicated to block 1.17,
unless no iiieh approval isrequiredt'in.whieb case.the Agreement
shall becgrae. effective on date the Agreement is ti^^.by
the State Agency as. aho^ in block l.l3.C'Effe^ve Pate*0.
3.2 If the Contractor commences the -Services prior to the
Effective Date, all Services performed by the Contractor prior to
the Effective Date shall be performed at- the sole- risk of. the
Contractor, and in the event thiu this Agreement does pot become
effective, me Sate shall ^ye no liability rto the Coptractpr,
iiahiding -vnAout limitatioii, any obli^tion to pay the
Con^tpr for any costs incurred or S^ces . perftomed.
Contractor must complete all Sovices by-tbe Completipn Date
specified in block 1.7.

4. CONDITIONAL NATURE OF AGREEMENT.

Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to the
cohtr^, all obllgBtions of the State her^der, including,
widiout limitatiori, the ccndmutoce of payments hereupder, are
contingent upon ̂ e availability and cpotmtied eppropnadbn of
funds affected by any state or federal, legislative or executive
action that reives, ellminairt or oiherwise modifies the
appropriation or availability of fimding for this Agreement and
the Scope for Services provided.in EXHIBrr B, in whple^qr in
pail Id no event shall the State be. liable for any psymento
hereunder toexcess ofsucb available appropriated fUn^. In the
event.of a reduction or termination of sppropristed foods., the
State shall have the.right to withhold payihcnc until such fonds
become available, if ever, and have the right to reduce or
te^oflte'the Services uhder th.ls Agfiament iinm^iately to>on
givii^ the Contractor notice of siich reduction or terminatioo.
The Sttte shsll not be required to transfer fUmls from any other
account or source to the Account identified .in block 1.6 in toe

event flmds in that Account are reduced.or unavailable.

5. CONTRACT PRICE/PRICE LIMITATION/

PAYMENT.

5.1 The contract pnce, metliod ofpayment, and terms ofpaythrat
are identified and more patticulBriy described in EXHtBIT C
whiicb is incorporated herein by reference.
5.2 The paymoit by the State of the contract pnce shall be the
only and toe complete reimbursement to the'.Contractor .for .all
expdises, of whatever nature inciirtW by the Contractor in the
p^ormance herMf, and shall be -the only :ehd the -.eoo^Ieto
compMutioo to the ContnctiDr for toe Services. '!^ Stafo sb^
have no Uabiiity to toe Contractor other than toe contrain price.

Page 2

5:3 The State reserves toe right .to .ofi»t from any amounts
otfaenvise. payable to the Contractor under this Agreem^'.lhose
liquidated amounts required, or pefmittiBd by NJI. RSA 80:7
through RfiA~80:7-c or any othCT provision of law.
5.4 .Notwithstanding any provision to this Agfeemnit to toe
contrary, and.notwitost^ding unexpected circumstances,, in no
event shall toe total oif all payments authorized, or actually made
hereunder; exceed the Price-Limitation set.forth io.blodc 1.8.

6. COMPLIANCE BY CONTRACTOR WTTB LAWS

AND REGULATIONS/ EQUAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY.
6.1 In connection-.with the performance of the Services, the
Cpooactor shall comply with all applicable siatut^,. laws,
regulatioBS, and orders of federal, state, county or municipal
outooritiea which impose any obligation or duty upon, toe;
Cohtnctor, including.but not limited to, civil rights and.equal
employoneht oppbrtuhity laws. In addition, if this. Agreement is
funded to any. put by monies of toe United l^e CobUihtpr
shall cotnplywito all foderul executive orders, rules, regulations
and ttatutes,-8nd with any rules, rt^ltoions.and guidelines as the
State or the'Uaited States issue to implement these relations..
The Con^toir shall also coi^ly with. sppUc^le intellectual,
property laws.
6.2 Pttrinig toe term of this Agreement, the Cmtoatoor shall opt
discriminate against employees or applicants for onployment
because ofrace, color, religion, creed, age, sex, handicap, sexual
orientation, or nationa] origto and will t^e afFmnstive action to
prevent such discrimination.
6:3. The Cobtrector agrees to ptomit the State or Uoited.States
acc^.to.'apy qf toe Cbntrector't bocks, 'i^rds and accounts.fto
thc ptoppse ofascertuniqg compliMce with all rules, reflations
and oijtitors. and .toe covenwts, terms and oooditipns 'of this
Agreement.

7. PERSONNEL.
?.'] The Coiitrectof shall at its own expense (mmde sU personnel
rMcesssry'to perfo.rin toe Services. The CoDUactor warrants] that
all persqonel engaged in the Services ilull be qualified to
perform the Servicq, end sh^ be properly licensed end
otherwise authorized (o.db so under all applicable laws.
7.'2 Unless otherwise authorized in writing, during the term of.
this Agreenie'ut, sod for a peri.od of six (6) moptbs after the.
Ctontoletion'Date in bl.ock 1.7, the Contractor shall not hire, and
shall not permit any subcontractor or other person, finn -or
corporation-with whom-it. is cngaged'in a combined eflbrt'to
perform the Services to bire,-aay person is a State einployee
or official, who is-matcriaJly involved, in the procurement,
administration, or pcrformattce of this AgreeihenL This
provision'toall survive tdmi nation of this Agretmeiit.
7.3 The Cpntracting Officer specified m .^ock -l.S|, or hto or her
successor, shall be the State's representative. In the event ofany
dispute concerning'.toe interpretation of this Agreement,-the
Contracting Officer's decision shall be 'final for the Stiste.

8. EVENT OF DEFAULT/REh^IES.

ofS
Coatnctor



6.1 Any ooe or more of dte foilowing acts or om^ons of ihe
CostrtctOT shall coostitme an evcot of de&ult bemmder'("Evuit
ofDeftulO:
8.1.1 failure to' pciform the Servieei satisfactorily or on
schedule;

8.1.2'&ihire to.submit any report required bereunder, and/or
8.1.3 &ilure to perform any other covount, tenn .or conditioQ .of
this Agreement.
8.2 Upon the occurrence of any Event of Oefi^t, the State may
take any one, or more, or'all, of the following actions:
8.2.1 give the Contractor a written notice specifying the Event of
Default and requiring it to be remedied widiin, in the absence of
a greater or lesser specificatioo oftime, thirty OO) days from the
dateof the notice; and ifthe Byedt of DefaultUoot timely cured,
tsnniiuue this Agreemedt, effectiye two (2) days after giving the
Contractor notice of termination;
8.2.2 give the Cqntractor a wrttten notice specifying the Event of
Dehsiih and suspending all payments to be made under this
Agreement end.ordering the portion of the contract price
which would otfaervidse accrue to die Contrector during the
period from the date of such notice until riich ttmft as the State
determines that. the. Cpntr^tbr.has cured the Ev^ of Default
s^l never be paid.to fte Cpnnactpr;
8.2.3 give the Contractor a written notice specifyi^ (he Event of
DeCsult and set off agai^ any other^ligahons the State may
owe to the Contractor any damages the State suffers by reason of
any Event of Default; and/or
8.2.4 pve the Contraiaor a written notice specifying the Event of
Default, t^ the Agreement as biet^ed, terminate the
Agieemat and pursue .uy of its remedies et law or in equity, or
both. '

8.3. No ̂ure by the State to enforoe any provisions hereof after
any Event of Default shall be deemed a waiver of its rights with
regard to thai Event of Default, or any robsequent Event of
PefeulL No .expreu .failure to enforce any Event of Default shall
be deemed a waiyd of the of the State to. enforce each and
all of the provisions hereof upon any .ft^'er or athex .Byat 'of
De^t on the part of the Contractor.

9. TERMINATION.

9.1 Notwithstanding ;»regn{di 8, the- State may, at its sole
discretion, terminate ̂  AgreemientTof any reason,'ih vihole or
in part, by'thi^ (30) days written notice to the' Cobtractor that
the State is exercising its.option to'tenninate the.AgreernenL
9.2 In the event of an early terminatioa of this Agreement for
any reason other than the completion of the Services, the
Contractor shall, at the State's discrctioo, -deliver to the
.Gqnfracting Officer, not later than fifteen (15) days afl& the date
of termination, a .report (Tcnninatioo. R^rT) descrying in
detail all Services p^ormed, and die co'ntract price earned, to
and.inchidinglhe .date of termination. The fbnh, subject matter,
content, and number-of copies of ̂  Termination . Report shall
be identical to those of any Final Report described in the att^ed.
EXHIBIT B. Id addition, at (he State's discretion, the Contractor
ahall, within 15 days of notice of qu'ly tenhinatiph, <l^lop and
submit U) the State a Trsns.itipn Pl^ for services undo the
AgrixaienL \
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10. DATA/ACCESSrti^NFIDENTlALmr/

PRES^VATION.
10.1 As used in this Agreement, the woid shall mean all
iofonhatioo and tbtngi developed or obtained during the.
performaocc of,.or acquired or develop by reason of. this
Agreanent, including, but not limited b, all studies, rejwici,
flles,.fonnulBe, surveys, maps, cbarts,.sound recordings, video
rtcprdiogs, pictorial rep'rodtictiqns, ̂ wings, analyses, graphic
representations, computer programs, computer printouts, notes,
letters, mmoranda, papen, documents, all whether.
finisbed or unfinished.

10.2 All data and any property which has been received from
the State or purchas^ with foods-provided for that purpose
under this Agreement, shall be the propoty-ofdie State, and
shall,be fetumed to the State upon demand or upon.ten&ination
of this Agreement for my reason.
10.3 Confidentiality of Cto shall be governed by NJi RSA
chapter 91«A or other existing law. Disclosure of data requires
prior written q>prova] of the State.

11. CONTRACTOR'S RELATION TO THE STATE. Indte
performance of ttus-Agreemenl.the Cohtnctor'is in all respects
an independent contractor, and is neither an agent por an
employee of be State. NcithCT the Cootfactor nor any of ite
offi.ccTS, employees, agents or members shall have authority' to
bind the State or receive any benefits, workers' compensation or
other emohimmts provided by the Staie.to its employees.

12. ASSIGNMENT/DELEGATION/SUBCONTRACTS,
12.1 Tb'e Contractor shall not assign, or otherwise tiiuufq- any
interest in this Agreement without be prior written'notice, whi^
shall be provided to the State at least fifteen (15) days prior to
the assignment, and a written consent:of the State. For purposes
of 'this paragraph, a Change of Control ahall constitute
assignmenL ".Change of Contror means (e) merger,
consplid^on,'6r a transaction or series of related transactions in
which a third party, togeber ̂ b its affiliates, becomes Ihe
direa or indirect owner of fifty percent (50%) or more of be
.voting shares or simiiar equity interests, or combined voting
power of be Contractor, or (b) be sale.of all or substmtiaUy all
of the assets of be Cootractor.

12;2 None of the Services shall be subcontracted by- the
Contractor wibput prior written no'dce and consent of the State.
The State'is entitled to copies of ajl subcontracts and assignment
agreements and shall not be bound by any provisions contained
in a subcontract or an assignment agreemmt to which it is not.a
pai^.

n.jlNpEMNinCATION. Unless obtuse exempted by law,
be Contractor shall indemnify and.hold.haimlesi the Stete, ite
officers and empioyeea, from aod:against any and all claims,
liabilities and costs for any personal injuiy or prt^eity damages,
patent or ci^ryright infringement, or other claims asserted against
the State, its officers or employees, which arise out of (or which
may be claimed to arise out oO be acts or omiisioo of be
Con^toir, or-subcontractors, including but not limit^ to the
negligence, recklcM or intentional.codduct The State shall.not
be liable for any costs incurred by the Contractor arising under
this paregreph 13. Notwithstanding be foregoing, nothing hjj
ofS

Connetor Initials.
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coataiaed thall'be rienmed to coiutitute 0 wuver ofthe loveingD
immunity of the. State,' which immanity is hereby reserved to ihe
SttUe. This .covenut in paragraph 13 ih^ survive the
t^ina^ of this Agree^t.

14. INSURANCE

14.1 The Contnctor shalh at ita sole apense, obtain and
contiAQOusly maiotain in force, and th^l require any
subcontractor or awgnec to obtaio and maintam-in force, the
{bllowing insuraoce;
14.1.1 commercial general liability msurarkce ngwinKt all claims
of bodily iiyuy, death or property damage, in amdunti of not
less than Sl.tXM.OPO per bccunence and $2,000,OIM.aggregate
or excess; and
14.1.2 special csuserof loss coverage.form covering all property
subject to subparigraph 10.2 hereiD, b an aradtmt not less than
60% of the whtrie. replacement value of the property.
14.2 The policies described.in subparagreph 14.1 bereb shall be
00 ̂Ucy fo'nna and endorsements approy^.fdr use in the State
of New Hampshire by the Nil. Deputment of Insurance, and
issued by insurers liciensed b be State of New Hampbire.
14.3 The Contrecbr shall flimish b the Contracting Officer
identified b blodc'1.9, or his or her successor, a certiffcaie(s) of
insurance for all insurance required under this AgreemeoL
Contractor shall also fimiish to the Contracting OfBcer identified
b block 1.9, or his or her successor, certifica^s) of insurance
for all renewal(s) of iiuujuce required under this Agreement no
latCT.bao ten (10) days prior to the ̂ iratipp date of each
insuruce policy. The cert)ficat6(s) of insurance and any
renew^s thereof shall be attached end are incorporated bereb by
refcTtnee.

15. WORKERS* COMFENSATlONi

IS.l By sign^ this agreement, the Cobbactor agr^, pei^es.
and warrants thai ihe Contractor is b compliance with or exempt
from, the requirements of N;H.. RSA ibiqrter 281 >A ("Worken'
Compensation").
1 S.2 To the extent the Contractor is.iubject to the requirements
of NJl. RSA chapter 281-A, Contrector- shall maintain, and
require any subcontractor or assignee to secure azid maintnm,
paymcDi of Worken' Compensadon b connection 'with
activities which the person proposes to undertake.pursuant to this
Agreement. The Coniractm shall furoish the Contractbg Officer
identified m block 1.9, or his or ho successor, proof of Worken'
CompehsatioD b tlu manner des^bed b N.H. RSA chapter
281-A ̂  any applicable reibwid(s) tbercpt which shall be
attached and are inccsp^ed hereb by reference. The State
ihail not be respoosible for payment of any Workers'
Compensation premiums or for any other claim or benefit for
Contractor, or any subcontractor .or employee of Contractor,
which might arise under applicable State of New Hampshire
Workers' CompensatioD lawis b coonectjon with the
perfomumce of the Services under this A^'eemeot

16. NOTICE. Any notice by a party hereto-to the other party
shall be deemed to have'been duly delivered or giveo at the tioie-
of mailmg.by certified mail, postage prq»ai(^ b a United States.
.Post Office addressed, to the parties st'tbe addresses giyen b
blocks 1.2 and .1.4, bereb.

17. AMENDMENT, this Agreemat may be amended, waiy^
or discharged only by an instrument b writing sigp^ by the^
par^ hereto and only after approval of such amendment,
waiver or discbarge by the Governor and Executive Council of
the State of New Hampshire unless no such approval U required
under the circumstances pursuant to State law, rule or policy.

16. CHOICE OP LAW AND FORUM.. This Agreemcht'shiin
l>e governed, bteipreted and construed in accordance wib die
laws of die State of New Hampshire, arid is bbdbg upon and
inures-co the benefit of the parties and their respective successors
and assigns. The wordbg used.m (his Agreemens.is the wordbg.
chosen by the parties to express their mutual btent; and 110 rule
of conspuctich shall be applied agaii^ or b favor of any party.
Any tttions arising out of this Agreement shail be brou^ ud
rnab^oed b New Hampshire Supmor Coun whi^ shall have
exclusive jurisdiction thereof. I

.!
19. CONFLICTING. TERMS. In the event of a conflict
between the terms of this P-37 form (as|modified-b EXHIBrr
A) and/or attochments and ameiuiment thereof..the terms of .the.
P-37 (as modified.ip EXHIBIT A);shall control.

20. THIRD PARTIES. The parties hlreto do not inteiid to
benefit any third parties and this A^eemeat shall -not be
consuu]^ to confq'';any such bcnefii. |

21. ITCAOINGiS. The l^dmgs thipui^ut the Agreemrat^
for refeitoce puiposes otily, and the words coniained tbe^
shalJ in DO way be held to explain, modify, amplify or aid b the
interpretatioi^ coostructipo or meaning of the provisions of this
Agreement.

22. SPECIAL PROVISIONS.. Additional ot modifybg
provisi.ons set fordi b the attachMl PGHBIT A are,bcmpo.ratod'
bereb by reference. j.

!

23. .SEVERABlUTy.. lo the event any of the provisions ofthis
Agreemen.t are held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be'
conti^ to any state or federal law, the remaiiung proyiilons of
bts.AgrCianenl'un.Il rUMln In full force and effect

24. :ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement, which may be
executed b a number of counterparts; each of which be
deem^ an original, constitutes the entire apeement and
underirtandbg between the parties, and supersedes all prior
ogreei^ts 0^ updersbodings vritb respect to die subject matts
hereof I
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EXHIBIT A

SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. In lieu of the insurance requiiemciit set forth in Paragraph 14 of the General Provisions,-tbe Depaitznent
will accept commercial general liability insurance against all claims of bodily injury, death, or propeHy
damage! in amounts of not less than:

. $1,000,000 for ea^ occurrcpce
$ 1,000,000 for damage to rented premises
$10,000 for medical expenses (for any one person)
$1,000,000 for person^ and advertising injury
$2,000,000 general.aggregate
$2,000,000 for products and completed operations aggregate

2. The Contractor is exempt from workers* compensation insurance requirements pursuant to RSA 281-
A:2, Vtn.

''aeeSofS ..
Contrtctor Enitali. ^

Dttc
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FYHTR^p

SCOPE OF SEiRVICES

s

The Contractpr(s) shall be ehgagcdiwd supervised by the .DOE to perfpno the consultii^ wprk, arid Will'woric
at the dir^oh of«.ahd in consultation wit^ tXDE personnel. The Contractor(8):6hall work on a broad range of
distribution system engmeeiing related assignments, providing consulting services in some. iall. or poitions.of
the following areas:

1.. Prospective analysis and review of natural gas distribution system investments propo^ in rate ca^ for
planned step adjustments, and through least cost integrated resource plans;

2. Retrospective analysis ahd review of completed natural gas distribution system investments;

3. Qxuntitative and qualitative aspects of benefit-^st anBJysis. ihclijdmg for those investments which
might be made for reliability:puipose$; and

4. Natural gu distributioo system management and operatioas.

Specific tasks for the consultant may .ihclude, but are not limited to, the following;

1. Working collaboratively with DOE personnel to piep^ discovery requeste, review discovery respoi^.
respond to discovery requests, prepare pre-filed written testiinoDy, conduct review and an^ysis of pai^
testimony, prepare rebuttal .testimony, assist with hearing preparation, provide live testimony if
necessa^^, wd prepare reports, as needed; :wd

2. Attending stakieholder group meetings, technical sessions, settlement conferences, and.hearih^, as
needed.

In die process of prepaiing e^h deliver^le, the consultants will, work closely with the DOE personnel in ordier
facilitate effective knowledge tr^fer of each issue. The consultant will also provide Uti^tioo services.td the
DOE, consistent with the proposal outlined in the RFP; The work of the consultant will be subject to an
evaluation of progress achieved against the 'above-mentioned scope and tasks to take place after completion of

the key deliveries identified during the project scoping ineeting.

This exhibit is intraded as a summary of \he work d^cnbed in RFP #2021<!017 and Conti^.tor's Response b
RFP #2021-017, and is not intended to limit the scope of services as set forth therein.

1. ProjMt Schedule

Contractor shall commence work immediately following approval of this Agreement by the Govcmor and
Executive Council. Contractor shall schedule an initial project scoping meeting with the DOE to.occur during
Pebiwy 2022,.or amutually agreeable date within .SO.dsys following t^>provd of this Agreement by the
Ooveroor and Executive Council. The purpose of.tbe meeting shall be to review and refine the scope, task, and
project appror.rbrements; to. establish a project plan and.scheme wib key mile^nes and.deUyembles, as

Page ti pf.8
Coettiiditf

wDUfl



applicable; C6 establish proje^ management and communicatiohs protocols to ensure that the infonnaticn
requironcDts of .both the DOE and .Contractpr are satisfied.

2. Project Management

Status calls or. meetings shall be conducted by Contractor's project manager with the DOE, on a montiily basis
or when reque^ed.by the DOE, to discuss project status, progress, action items, and budget status.

For any activities not addressed in the project schedule section above or requiring modification u the work
progresses, Contractor shall work with the DOE to set a mutually agreeable schedule and related budget.

3. AddJdooal.Requlrements

Contractor shall maintain confidenti^ all non-public informatipn to which it has access until such time as it is
instmcted otherwise by the DOE. In tiie process of preparing any and all deliverables, Contractor shall work
closely with the DOE in order to facilitate effective knowledge transfer on each issue. At the conclusion of
performance of services hereunder, Contractor ̂ 1 make available to the Division summaries of significant
work papers and source documents as requested.

Page 7 of8
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3.

4.

F.vwmfTr

CONTRACT AMOUNT. TERMS AND METHODS OF PAYMENT

This contract beconies effective on the date of approvd by the Governor and Executiye.Couhdl and
concludes on February 1,2024.

TTic River .Consulting Group, Inc. will charge for professional consulting services for time involved and
e;q}^es incurred in an amount not to exceed $270,000. Services will be provided as set forth in
Exhibit B. The Detailed Program Budget and Staffing sectipn in Contractor's proposal dated October 14,
2021 describes reasonable, expected allocation .of hours for the services, at the following hourly .rates:

Name Labor Rate

(fully loaded)
($/iiour)

Robert Grant $265/hr

Howard Solganick $265/hr

Joseph DeVirgilio $265/hr

All out-pf-pockct costs and expenses, including travel, will be invoiced at cost without iUark-up and arc
subject to the Price Limitation set forth below. The Contractor includes the ̂ plpyees and
subcontractors identified in the Contractor's proposal. The State will not pay any subcontractor directly
for its scrvices .to .thc Contractor. The amount to be paid to the Contractor, including the amounts paid
for s^ccs provided to the Contractor by any permitted subcontractor, shall not exceed the Price
Linutatipn set forth below. The Contractor shall not sub^tute'or change any subcontractor or odicr
personnel identified in its Proposal without written notice to and the consent of the p^artmcrit of
Energy (DOE) such consent hot to be unreasonably withheld.

Pricg T.imitBrinTT Thc Contract price shall not exceed $270,000 in total.

Method of Pavment: Payment shall be inade as set forth herein below, on completion of the assigned
work oh thc basis of monthly invoices approved by thc DOE. All invoices shall be supported by a
summary of activities that have taken place in accordance with the terms of the contract, along with a
detailed listing of expenses incurred and copies of receipts. Invoices will provide adequate back-up
including the hours worked per individual during the month and the service provided during those hours.
Thc DOE can requcst:additionaJ supporting information, as necessary. Invoices will be submitted to:
Business Office, New Hampshire Departihent of Energy, 21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10. Concord, New
Hampshire 03301-2429 or via email to ENGY-Busine$sOfficeGroup@energy.nh.g^..

Payments hcreundcr are contingent upon the availability of funds assessed pursuant to'RSA 365:37, n.
Thc Department will assess the ̂ sts.of the contract to .the appropriate party(ies).and upon receipt of
payment of the assessment, will process payment to the Contractor.

Page 8 of8
Coscietor



State of New Hampshire

Department of State

CERTIFICATE

I, William M. Gardner. Sccrciary of State of the State ofNcw Hampshire, do hereby certify that RIVER CONSULTING CROUP.

fNC is a Georgia ProHt Corporation registered to transact business in New Hampshire on July 29, 2021. 1 further certify that all

fees and documents required by the Secretaiy of State's office have been received and is in good standing as for as this office is

cortccmcd.

Business (D:877J02 '

Certificate Number: 0005414997

SI

s
o

(s:s

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF.

I hereto set my hand and cause to be afTi.xed

the Seal of the State of New Hampshire,

this 29lh day of July A.D. 2021.

William M. Gardner

Secretary of State



River C.0h]5.ulting Group, Inc.

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

I, Janice P. Grant, do hereby certify that:

1. I am the d,uly elected Secretary of the River Consulting .Group, Inc. .(the
"Corporatlori") a registered Georgia Cprppratlon.

2. Robert M. Grant l.s the duly elected President of the Cprppratibn,
authorized by the Cprppretipn's rby^layys to sign contra^ made,
accepted, or endorsed by the .Corporatipn.

6.

Janice P,. Grant/ Secretary

](

Date



CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE
OATefKMrOOrVYYV)

12/20/2021
THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

THIS CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND. EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE

POLICIES BELOW. THIS CERTIFtCATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S).
AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER. AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: If the cefllftcato holder Is en ADDITIONAL INSURED, the pollcy(lee) must Im endorsed. If SUBR0GAT10N1S WAIVED,
subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement. A statement on this certificate does not
confer righU to the certlScate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

Fttooucea

NUTMEG INS AGENCY INC/PHS

76210781

The Hartford Business Service Center

3600 Wiseman BNd

San Antonio. TX 78251

e6NtAcf
NAMS:

FH0N6 (888)925-3137 rsx (888)443-6112
(MC.Ne. Ejr): (AC. Ne|:

E-MAIL

Aooness:

INSUSCR(S) AFPOROWO COVEAAQS MAIC*

iNSuaeo

River ConsutUng Group. Inc.
77 WILSON BRIDGE LN

CLAYTON GA 30925-4812

wsuseiiA Hartford Underwrilen Inturertca Company 30104

tNSURca a

tNSuiuac

UtSURSRO

INSURCa E

MSURERP

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER:

THtS IS TO CERTIFY. THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD'

INOICATED.NOTWITKSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT. TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS

CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN. THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE

TERMS. EXCLUSIONS AND CCNOiTIONS Of SUCH POLICIES. LlMfTS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMis.
iNSft

kTR
TYPE OF IMSURAMCa

AODL

INSR

sueR

WB
ROUCTNUMaER

POLICY EPF

mMfOfVYYYVl

POLICY EXP

fMwoorrrYYi
uMua

A

COMMERCIAI OerdRAL UABtLITY

4A0E [ir{oCCUR
ability

X 76 SBW AM85PT 07/23/2021 07/23/2022

EACH OCCURRENCE 51.000.000

C1AIMS4 DAMAGE TO RENTED " "$1,000,000

X General Li USD EXP (Any on* pMon) $10,000
PEHSOKAL A AOV INJURY $1,000,000

CEHL ACCRESATE UMlT APPuES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE $2,000,000

OT>€R:

PRODUCTS - COMPlOP AGG $2,000,000

A

AUTOMOetLfi UABUTY

76 S6WAM6SPT 07/23/2021 07/23/2022

COmSJNED SINGLE UMIT $1,000,000

X

ANYAirrO eOOILY INJURY (Ptr pmon)

ALL OWNED

AUTOS

HIRED

AUTOS

SCHEDULED

AUTOS

NOH.amCO

AUTOS

eOCMLY INJURY (Pw MdSm)

X
PROPERTY DAMAGE

(PtraodMnl)

UM8RELLA UAB

EXCESS UAa

OCCUR

CLAIMS-

MADE

EACH OCCURRENCE

AGGREGATE

)eo| RETENTIONS
WORKERS COMPCNSATIOH

ANO CKPLOTERS' LUaiUTY

ANY yM

PROPRIETORPaRTnERIBXECUTIVE I—
OPPICEnAiEUSER EXauOED?

(Maneatenr In KM)

>ryM.0Merib*uiMr
DESCRIPPON OP OPBRATIOKS btkm

NIA

PER OTK-

STATUTE PR

E.L. EACH ACOOCNT

E.L. DISEASE -CA EMPLOYEE

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY UMIT

A
Employment Practices LlabSiy

Insurance
76 SBW AM6SPT 07/23/2021 07/23/2022

Each Claim Limit

Annual Aggregate Limit

$25,000

$25,000

OSSCWPTIOW OP OPCAA T70NS ! LOCA nOfVS / VCHKieS {ACORO Ml. AdMonM R—MrtA SctwdMto. mty H nwn tpAC* It r«qwlr»e)

Those usual to (he tnsured's Operations. Certiflcats holder is an additional insured per the Business Liability Coverage Form SL3032 attached to this
policy.

New Hampshire Department of Energy
2lSFRUrTST

CONCORD NH 03301

SHOULD ANY OP THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED

BEFORE THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF. NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE POUCY PROVISIONS.

AUTHORSSO REPRESEHTATTVe

ACORD 25 (2016/03)

e 1968-2015 ACORO CORPORATION. All rights reserved.

The ACORD name end logo era registered marhs of ACORD


