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February 21, 2024

The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court and

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, the Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food, requests
authorization to amend the Fiscal Committee Item FIS 22-405 (approved November 18, 2022) and
Governor and Council item #57 (approved November 22, 2022), and as extended by Fiscal
Committee Item FIS 23-166 (approved May 19, 2023) and by Governor and Council item #160
(May 31, 2023), for the NH Meat Processing Infrastructure and Training Investment Program, by
adjusting the project scope for the Certificate in Meat Processing and Food Safety program and by
extending the end date from June 30, 2024 to September 30, 2024, with no increase in funding,
effective upon Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approval. This is an allowable use of
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) State Fiscal Recovery Funds (SFRF) under Section
602(c)(1)(A) to respond to the public health emergency or its negative economic impacts. 100%
Federal Funds.

EXPLANATION

Funding through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) State Fiscal Recovery Funds (SFRF)
for a Certificate in Meat Processing and Food Safety program as part of NH Department of
Agriculture, Markets, and Food’s (DAMF) Meat Processing and Training Program was approved
by Fiscal Committee on November 18, 2022 and by Governor and Council on November 22,
2022. The original proposal included a Mobile Meat Processing Laboratory to support in-person
learning across the state as part of a comprehensive education program addressing the need for
skilled labor in the meat processing industry. As the project moved from planning to
implementation, rising costs in manufacturing have made purchasing a viable Mobile Meat
Processing Laboratory impossible within the approved budget.

Office of Commissioner 25 Capitol Street PO Box 2042 Concord, NH 03302-2042
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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court and

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

To fulfill the purpose of the Certificate in Meat Processing and Food Safety Program to train and
educate the local workforce and support the region’s agricultural industry by expanding
awareness of career opportunities within the meat processing industry without a Mobile Meat
Processing Laboratory, DAMF has worked with UNH Professional Development and Training
Organization to develop an alternative plan. The revised program would feature a regional in-
person, hands-on training program utilizing licensed partner facilities throughout New
Hampshire offering real-life experience in a meat processing and packaging facility with direct
instruction from industry experts and USDA Food Safety Inspection professionals. This new
strategy would allow the first 100 interested learners to participate in the entirety of the program
at no cost to them and provide funding for enhanced marketing and administration.

In the event that Federal Funds are no longer available, General Funds will not be requested to
support this program.

Respectfully submitted,

LoV

Shawn N. Jagper
Commissioner



DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES " ‘
25 Capitol Street - Room 120 FIS 23 166

‘Concord, New Hn.mpshxre 03301

{808). 271-8201[ LincedMps nilzov.

) . Catherine A. Keane
Charles M. Arlinghaus Deputy Commissioner
Commissioner. h .
~ Sheri L. Rockburn
Asgistant Commissioner
April 27,2023
The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal-Committee of the General Court and
His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Couricil
State House
Concord, New Hampshire:03301
g REQUESTED ACTION.

Pursuant to-RSA 14:30-a, VI and RSA 124:15, the Department of Administrative Services (DAS) is
seeking approval on.behalf of State Agencies to:amend the accept and expend of American Rescue:
Plan, Act (ARPA) State Fiscal Recovery Funds (SFRF) requests by extending the:end date for funding,
new posiﬁbns, and/or new Class 04'6-Consultants cneated in'relatit'm'to thc acceptance of ‘ARPA SF RF

Govcmor and Execuuve Councﬂ 100% Federa] Funds

EXPLAN ATION

The Department of Administrative Services is;seeking ,approva], on behalf of the State Agencies listed
in Attachinent A, to-extend the effective date of the attached:items from June 30, 2023 to-June:30,
2024. This extension is allowable under the “procedural rules amendment” approved at the previous
Fiscal Committee meeting on April 21, 2023 All itéms ificluded in the attachrient have been.
previously: submitted. by: the respective state agency responsible for the program and approved by both
thé Fiscal Corninittée and Governor and Executivé Council. In addition, the Goveimnor’s Office of
Emergency Reliéf and Recovery (GOFERR) has reviewed the attachment and concurs with the
extensions requested.

While all ARPA SFRF must be obligated by December 31,2024, and expended by December 31,

2026, this request.only serves to authorize agencies™ program balances that are-unspent as of June 30,
-2023 as well as posmons and consultants crcated pursuant to RSA 124 15 to carry: forward mto FY24



“Thic Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairmen
Fiscal Committee of the Geriera! Court

His!Excellency, Governor Chnstophcr T. Sinunu
and-the Honoreble Council
Page 2ol 2

ensure any funds that'may need to be reallocated to other uses have sufficient time to do so. Any
request to reallocate an exlstmg budget or repurpose funds. for-new or-existing projects will require
future Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approvals and are not contemplated in.this item,

If this item is:not timely approved, the:State would need to issug layoff notices to employees hired into
these federally funded positions, created under the:original ARPA request, agencies:would halt work
on time-sensitive projects or payments on existing contracts, and.ongoing prograrns-would bé unablé to
issue-or follow through on awards. Further, each agency would then need to submit:a retroactive
request to. July 1, 2023 for approval to'reauthorize the positions and funding; however, the retroactive
requests would fot. climinate thé need-to issue layoff fotices in Ttine 2023.

Typically, agencies budget for known federal grants in'the-upcoming biennial budget; however, the
budget.guidance issued in August:2022 instructed Agencies to exclude all COVID-related funding
from their FY24-FY25 budget submissions in order to'maintain the authorization methodology,
compliance protocols; and audit trail that had become standard for usé and-oversight of ARPA SFRE..
Moreover, although the funding is authorized by the federal government beyond June 30, 2023,
inchidinig’ this-one-time funding would have erroneously inflated the FY24-FY25 State budget.

In the eventthat Federal Funds:are no longer available; General Funds will not be requested to sipport
these: programs. The Department-of Administrative Services seeks approval of this request.

@jﬁ’ﬂly submitted,

Charles M. Arlmghaus
Commissioner.

TDD ACCESS! RELAY NH 1-800-735-2564
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Department of Health and Human Services
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}E . 88 |Goverdor's Office for Emergency Relief-and "|Youth Residential Facility 10(2'2[202'1 - FIS 21-283; 10/27/2021 -#62; -24690000 N/A
3 Recovery L, ... —|IMmprovement Program . .-J09/08/2022 - FIS 22-300 09/07/2022 - #63 :
i 89 Govemor s Ofﬁce for Emergencv Relief and "' |LNA Recruiting and Training Program 12/17/2021-FS 21391 |12/22/2021-459 T 24690000 N/A
Retoverv o A i Do
. 90 |Governor's Office for Emergency Reliefand  ~|Ciréer Pathways Program ' s 02/18,’2022 - FIS 22-080 "|o3joo/2022-458 124690000 " N/A
Recovery R P dlas o iEEs 2 Vi e STttt |t i i e s, oo
‘|- 91. |Governor's Office for Emergency Relief and Temporary Relief for Guardian 03!18/2022 Fis 22—115 - |03723/2022-%78 - T '24690000] N/A
‘' :IRecovery Appointments A . e o L
192 lGovernar's Office for Emergency Relief and’ Veteran Housing and Retreat Center: 03/13/2022'“"#'13 32116 03/23/2022 - #77 24690000 © T N/A
: _: Recovery. . i i d = R
93 . [Governor's Ofﬂce fm Emergency Rehef and CCSNH ernsed Practitioner:Nurse  {04/15/2022 <FIS 22-148"  |04/20/2022 - #63 24650000 ‘N/A
[|Recovery_ = {LPN) program. e R L b
. 94 ! [Governor's Ofﬂce for Emergency Reliefand Involuntary Emergency Admissions 04/15/2022 -FIS 22 149 T|04/20/2022 - 62 :24690000 NfA
1 -jRecovery “|Case Improvemients: i i e el ; ‘
- 95 [Governar's Office for Emergeéncy Religf-and County Nursing Home Infrastn.lcture 06/17/2022'-F:s 22‘-237 06/15/2022 rraoe""* T 1124690000 TNjA
‘|Recovery Program " sl s
96 |Governor's Officé fcfrffr‘iérg'enc'y'kelief and Investments in SUD Facifities and 07/22/2022 - £iS 22-268 0?/2'7]2022 “#52 -24690000f T NfA

: Recovery

ECRT e A ",
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Attachment A.

Governor 5 Ofﬁce for Emergencv Relief and

F Munimpal Boat Launch lnvestment

09/09/2022 FIS 22 318

Recavery Program, ) B T T )
98 Governor § Office-for Emergency Relief and ° County Emergency: Eqmpment 10/14/2022 - FIS 22-357 10/19/2022:-%47° 7 [:24690000] ‘N/A
.__|Recovery, . investment Program ' _ ; LT KApiTre i
| 99" Gwemorsofrce fur Emergency Re!lef and ludicial Branch Infrastructure J10/14/2022 - Fi5 22.358 10/19/2022 - #48. 24690000 N/A
©__|recovery . Investrients el |
.100-|Governor's Oﬁice for Emergencv Relief and Commuinity Center lnvestment 1|10/14/2022 - FI1522:359 7 [10/19/2022 - 449 24690000 NIA
i . [Recovery = __|program . _ | i R —
'101:[Judicial Council .. ; : ~ -{Support for. Indigent Defense 10/22/2021 - FIS 21-307 ~  {10/27/2021-&4§  ~ 7 T '2‘43‘36'000 N/A
102 New Hamipshire Cornmlsswn for Human nghts " |SWEEP- Case Managément and Public[N/A T A1/22/2022 - #58. - 26960000 ‘N/A
i Information Portal. —— e . i ; j
;103 Ne_w Hajm’pshire Emp_l_qument-ie’curity Transportation Workforce —  |10/22/2021 - FIS 21:306 -1(5/27]2021?#48 i | 24450000 N/A
! . Recruitment ; T R bl | o s - S N ‘ :
1104 |New Hampshire Employment Security NH-Emergency Medical Technician  |11/18/2022 - FIS 22-426  ~ ~ 11/22/2022 #SGA T l2es40000] T N/A
: . (EMT) Training Program | :
7| 105 |New Hampshire insurance Department SWEEP - Modermze critical T 11/18/2022 - FIS 22407 ~[11/22/2022-459 26930000 N/A
1k Infrastructure ° W T R NP
:. 106 [New Hampshire Veterans Home NH Veterans:Home Support Fire 109/09/2022 - FiIs 22-321 03/07/2022 - #70A " 26730000 “NfA
| R Suppression improvements. ) _ i e ; x
107 NéWH'ampshife‘Vetéra'ns Home SWEEP- T Infrastructure-and " 110/14/2022 - FIS 22-360 10/19/2022 - 484 " 26860000 N/A
| S _|Resident Safety Improvements.. ... e '
‘:108 Pease Development Authorlty DPH " |Peasé Development Authorlw{PDA) “|11719/2021 - FIS 21-351 11/22/2021 - #58 24560000 N/A
i
il.109 P,e'aseDeveloprnent Author_'ity-‘DPH PDA Port Authority Investments™ 06/17/2022 FIS 22 234 06/15/2022 - 480A° 26600000 N/A
|[110|Police Standards and Training Council " [PSTCA/C Replacements and Range 06/08/2021- FIS 21-144 06/16/2021 - #132 24880000 N/A
i A .| ventilation P e i z
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“New Ham shire_ ES 22 405

Department of Agnculture ' - ;
Markets & Food Shawn N. Jasper, Commissloner
October 27,2022

The Honorable Karen Umberger, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court.and

His Excellency, Govemor Christoplier T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New. Harfipshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, the Department of Agriculture, Markets.and Food, requests
authorization to.accept and expend funds in the amount of $1,023,523 in American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) State Fiscal Recovery Funds (SFRF) for the NH Meat Processing Infrastructure and
Training Investment Program, effective upon Fiscal Committee and Govemnor and Council
approval through June 30, 2023. This is an allowable use of ARPA SFRF funds under Section 602
(c): (1) (A) to respond to the _pubtic health érérgency or its niegative econorhic impacts.

100% Federal Funds.

"Funds are t6 be budgeted. in FY2023 in the following account:

02-018-018-180010-NEWXXXXXX, ARPA : FY 2023 FY 2023 © O FY 2023
Meat Processing and Training! ' j
| ‘Current g BUDGET )
CEASS  [WDESCRIFIIONT _Modified Budget | REQUEST Revised B“"g“ i
"040-501587 _"lndm:ct Cé'st” ) .50 Lo .812,499 0 , ;[512 499 i
| 041 -500801 Audit. Fund Set Aside | $0 | 81,024 . $1:024. i
| 072 -'502627 Grant -~ Federal - | s0 | $750,000 '$750,000 !
= . __ .} Discretionary . _ J
103 - 502664 Contracts for Op- $0 | $260,000 : $260,000
| _Services. . i ; E :
Ry S S oo _TotalExpense | $1,023523 . | $1,023523 .
.000400338°16.5. ... Fedeml Funds, oo LS00 7. o T (17817023,523 :-—.'sr'ozs,szy
' s ' ' " Total. anding .$1.023,823... . . 51 023,523

TR

e =

' All direct. pmgxam costs wﬂl he accounted for using activity 00FRF602PH1801A and all administrative and
indirect costs will. be accounted forusing activity 00FRF602PH1801Z. Accounting glasslﬁcatmns may be subject to
techaical changes at the discretion of the Department of Administrative Services’ Division of Accounting Services

u ST QTR S T S A a7l K R R W L L N gy ke s o . o

omceusrce'mimbsmm'r ' 2SCapItoIStreet T PO Box 2042 concoru NH03302-2042 =
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The Honorable Karen Umberger, Chairman
Fiscal Commitice of the General' Court and

‘His Excellency, Governot Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable: Council

EXPLANATION.

needs:in local food productlou Meat processmg professxonals are critical team members in the
supply chain that moves agricultural -animal -assets from the, farm to the tab]c Howcver, recent
ongoing workforce: challengcs ‘have led to significant staffing shortages in New Hampshire’s
meat.and poultry processing facilities. The State does not currently have any meat cutting,
trgining, certificate-level or above, and stakeholders have agreed thaf such a progfam is
‘important for the sustainahility of the industry.

The proposed Meat Processing and Food Saféty program consists of a blend of hands-on in-
person and online training programs to train-and educate the local workforce as well as support
the region’s agricilture industry. This program will be administered by UNH, Cooperative
Extension and. the UNH, Professional Development and Training organization. To:expand
awareness of career opportunities within the meat processing industry and to-increase the
inctusivity and scope of training opportunities, a Mobile Meat. Processing Laboratory is
proposed. The mobile 1ab would allow for theiprogram to travel through the region to-high
schools, vocational centers, and industry partners to.conduct:career orientations:and hands-on
training programs.

Meat Processing Infrastructure Grants - $750,000is requested to address the severe capacity
limitations facing small and midsize livestock producers and -ensure they have places to process
their products.and remain. in'business. Labor:shortages-and . limited availability of USDA certified
processing facilitics have impacted production,of. local meat, despite growing demand. During
COVID, many small and midsize meat producers were complcte}y locked Gut of the processing
schedule starting in early 2020, with waiting lists now averaging 18 to.24 months or more.

Equipment and, infrastructure upgradcs for NH meat proccssmg facilities, farms, and businesses
that‘provide slaughter, processing, and custom ‘butchering services, provided through a grant
‘programn administered. by the- Dcpartmcnt of Agriculture, Markets & Food, could allcviate these
impacts and create new options for processing. The grant program. would feature.a match
comiponént, whereby applicanits will contribute 5% of the réquested furids and ARPA SFRE will
provide 85%. The maximum amount that can awarded in any oné application will be $200,000.
Examples of eligible equipment: ¢an include.items such as convection ovéns, skinners,

. smokéhouse, coolers, or mobile processing units designed for either poultry or beef.

Funds arc budgeted as follows:

Class 040 - Indirect Costs:—to recover central services

Class 041 — Audit Fund Set-Aside:- .001 of federal funds payablé t6 DAS foraudit fees per
RSA124:16

Class 072 — Grants - Federal — Discrétionary —for disbursing-out Fedéral Funds to assist the
meat processing industry and related -workforce as described in the explarniatiori




The Honorable Karei Umberger, Chiainnan
Fiscal Committee of the, Gencral Court and

His Execliency, Govemor Christopher. T, Sununy
and the:Honoreble Council

Cless 103 ~ Contrasts for Operational Services — for the purpose of devéloping training programns
for the:local workforce.as well as support the regions’ agricultural industry

In'the event that Federal Funds are no longer available, General Funds willinot be requested: to
support this program.

Respectfully submitted,

5 e T
Commiissioncr
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