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Charles M. Arlinghaus
Commissioner

State of New Hampshire
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

25 Capitol Street - Room 100
Concord, New Hampshire 03301
(603) 271-3201 | 0ffice@da3.nh.gov

t/

Catherine A. Keane

Deputy Commissioner

Sheri L. Rockburn

Assistant Commissioner

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

August 23, 2023

REQUESTED ACTION

Authorize the Department of Administrative Services to enter into a contract with Absolute
Resource Associates LLC, (VC#159136), Portsmouth, NH, in an amount up to and not to exceed
$1,113,435.20 for laboratory analytical services with the option to extend for up to an additional two
years effective upon Governor and Executive Council approval through July 31, 2028.

Funding shall be provided through individual agency expenditures, none of which shall be
permitted unless there are sufficient appropriated funds to cover the expenditure.

EXPLANATION

The Department of Administrative Services (DAS), through the Bureau of Purchase and Property,
issued request for bid (RFB) 2758-23 on May 19, 2023, with responses due on June 2, 2023. This RFB
reached 177 vendors through the NIGP electronic sourcing platform with an additional four directly
sourced. There were four compliant responses received: GEL Laboratories, LLC, Absolute Resource
Associates LLC, Enthalpy Analytical, LLC, and Alpha Analytical, LLC. These four contractors will
replace the expired Laborator>' Analytical Services contracts covering the statewide polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) water testing, among other testing requirements.

The decision to select multiple contractors was made to allow agencies the flexibility to choose
between multiple labs and take advantage of their specific strengths. This will also allow agencies to
move testing to another facility to meet time requirements if a lab was to have a backlog; an important
feature as state and local governments work through PFAS contamination in our communities.

Because multiple contractors have been selected, DAS has added a request for quote (RFQ) to the
ordering process. This was added to create an environment that promotes competition and lower cost to
the agencies. The RFQ will allow the agencies to select either the quoted price or the lowest agreed upon
pricing from the four contractors. The quote process should allow the higher cost contractors to reassess
their pricing to gamer additional orders and create equilibrium between vendors.



His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
end the Honorable Council
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The recommended price limitation for each of the four contractors was reached by calculating the
projected spend for each contractor over five years and assigning a percentage of the value to each of
them. The percentage value was determined through historical data, bid price, and services available, then
assigning as a percentage of business each of the four contractors is predicted to earn. Based on this
calculation, Absolute Resource Associates LLC is projected to earn 32 percent of the overall spend of
$3,479,485.00 or $1,113,435.20.

Contract financials

Estimated annual

spend based on
agency usage

$695,897.00
Recommended price limitation based
on historical data, bid price, and

services available from four vendors.

The recommendation is 32 percent of
the estimated term spend.

$1,113,435.20
Estimated term

spend (5 years)
$3,479,485.00

Based on the foregoing, I am respectfully recommending approval of the contract with Absolute
Resource Associates LLC.

Resp^tfully submitted

Charles M. Arlinghaus
Commissioner

[Type here]



1. Anotysls of Per- and Polyfluorooikyl Substances (PFAS)
EPA Test Mettiod 537.1

Oeterminoiion of Selected Per- and

Potyfluorincted Alkyi Substances in
Drinking Woter by Solid Phase Extroclion
and Liquid Chromotography/Tondem

Mass Speclrometry (LC/MS/mS)

Sample Matrix
Estimated «ot

Analysis Per Year
Unit Price

Expedited Turn-

Around Price Per

Sample

Method 537.1 Aqueous 25 $ 225,00 $  225.00

S 5.625,00

II. Analysis of Per- and Polyfluorooikyl Substances (PFAS)

EPA Test Mettiod 533

Determination ot Per- and PolytluofoaikyI

Substances in Drinking Water by Isotope

Dilution Anion Exchange Solid Phose
Extraction and Liquid

Chromotography/Tandem Moss

Speclrometry

Somple Matrix
Estimated 0of

Analysis Per Year
Unit Price

Expedited Turn-

Around Price Per

Sample

Method 533 Aqueous 2500 S 225.00 S  225.00

Subtotal S 562,500.00

III. Analysis of Per- and Polyfluorooikyl Substances (PFAS)

USEPA Draft Method U33

Anolysis ot Per- end Polyfluorooikyl
Substances (PFAS) in Aqueous, Solid,

BiosoJids. and Tissue Samples by LC-
MS/MS. June 2022, or later

Sample Matrix
Estimated aof

Analysis Per Year
Unit Price

Expedited Turn-

Around Price Per

Sample

Method 1633 Aqueous 225 S 466.00 S  702.00

Method 1633 Solid 20 S 468.00 $  702.00

Subtotal s 114,660.00

IV. Hazardous Waste and Environmental Somple Analysis

Characteristic/ Compound (s) Chemical Abstract a
Potential Methods

EPA

Estimated tot

Analysis Per Year
Unit Price

Expedited Turn-Around Price
Per Sample

lKnitabillty(Flasti Point) 1010A/1020A 15 S  40.00 S  40.00

Corrosivlty(pH) 9040B/9045C 5 $  20.00 S  20.00

NH Corrosive Solid Env-Wm 403.04 (b) (3) SW-846 2 $  20.00 S  20.00

Reactivity 2 $  80.00 S  80.00

Releasable Cyanide SW846 7.3.3.2 Included Included

Releasabte Sulfide SW846 7,3,4,2 Included Included

TCLP Characteristic Metal Wastes 1311 16 $  158,00 $  158.00

Arsenic 7440-38-2 6020A Included Included

Barium 7440-39-3 6020A Included Included

Cadmium 7440-43-9 6020A Included Included

Chromium 7440-47-3 6020A Included Included

lead 7439-92-1 6020A Included Included

Mercury 7439-97-6 7470A/74718 Included Included

Selemlum 7782-49-2 6020A Included Included

Silver 7440-22-4 6020A Included Included

Individual TCLP Characteristic Metal See Above 6 S  106.00 S  106.00

TCLP VOCs Characteristic Wastes 1311/8260B 10 S  169.00 $  169.00

Benzene 71-43-2 8260B Included Included

Carbon Tetrachloride 56-23-5 8260B Included Included

Chlorobenzene 108-90-7 8260B Included Included

Chloroform 67-66-3 8260B Included Included

1,4 Did^lorobenzene 106-46-7 6260B Included Included

1,2 Dichloroethane 107-06-2 6260B Included Included

1,1 Oichloroethyiene 75-35-4 6260B Included Included

Methyl Ethyl Ketone 76-93-3 82608 Included Included

Tetrachloroethylene 127-18-4 62608 Included Included

Trichloroethylene 79-01-6 82608 Included Included

Vinyl Chloride 75-01-4 8260B Included included

Subtotal $ 5,966.00



Characteristic/ Compound (s)
Potential Methods Estimated Mof Expedited Turn-Around Price
EPA Analysis Per Year Per Sample

TCLP semi VOC's Characteristic Waste 2 S 232.00 S 232.00

o-Cresol 95-40-7 8270D Included Included

m-cresol 108-39-4 8270D Included Included

p-cresoi 106-44-5 8270D Included Included

Cresol 1319-77-3 8270D Included Included

2,4 Dinitrotoluene 121-14-2 82700 Included Included

Hexachiorobenzene 118-74-1 8270D Included Included

Hexachlorobutadiene 87-66-3 82700 included Included

Hexach loroethane 67-72-1 8270D Included Included

Nitrobenzene 98-95-3 8270D Included Included

PentacWorophertol 87-86-5 82700 Included Included

Pyridine 110-86-1 8270D Included Included

2,4,5-T richloropbenoi 95-95-4 82700 included Included

2,4,6-Trichlorophenol 88-06-2 8270D Included Included

Total Halotcns 9023 or 9020 12 $ 177.00 S 177.00

PCB 3540C/8082A 20 S 63.00 $ 63.00

Oil and Grease 1664 HEM 10 s 70.00 s 70.00

Non-polar Material (TPH) 1664 SGT-HEM 4 s 70.00 $ 70.00

Diesel or Gasoline Range Organlcs (DRO/CRO) 801SB 2 s 58.00 s 58.00

Volatile O^anic Compounds in soil 82608 2 s 100.00 s 100.00

Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons in Soil 82700 2 $ 121.00 $ 121.00

TOTAL RCRA Metals (see list above) 7470A/747ie 12 $ 74.00 s 74.00

TOTAL Individual RCRA Metal 7470A/7471B 4 s 23.00 s 23.00

TOTAL RCRA VOCs (see list above) 8260B 6 $ 74.00 s 74.00

TOTAL RCRA Semi-VOCs (see list above) 82700 2 s 168.00 $ 166.00

Subtotal $ 7.146.00

Total Annual $ 695.897.00

Five Year Term $ 3,479,485.00

I  Recommended Price Limit $ 1,113,435,20]

Contract financials

Estimated annual spend
based on agency usage $695,897.00

Recommended price limitation
based on historical data, bid

price, and services available from

four vendors. The projection is
32% percent of the estimated

term spend.

$1,113,435.20
Estimated term spend

(5 years) $3,479,485.00



Division of Procurement SuF>poft Services
Bureau of Purchase Property

RFB Bid Summary

GaryS. Lunetta
Director

(603) 271-2201

Bid Description
CONTRACT: Laboratory

Analytical Services Agency

RFB« RFB 2758-23 Requisition#
Agent Name Corrine Tatro Bid Closing O6rt)2/2023

Absolute Resource Assrxlates LLC Alpha Analytical, UC Enthalp' Analytical, LLC GEL Laboratorlas ac

1. Analysis ol Per- or>d PolyfluoroolkyI Substonces (PFAS)

Sample Molfix Analysis Per Year Urvl Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price UnH Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price

Melhod 537.1 Aqueous 25 S  225.00 $ 5,625.00 5  247,00 $ 6,175.00 $  235.00 S 5.875.00 S 283.00 $ 7,075.00

Subtotal S 5,625.00 S 6,175.00 Subtotal s 5,875.00 Subtotal S 7,075.00

Substonces (PFAS)

Sample Matrix ArsalysisPer Year Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extertded Price

Method 533 Aqueous 2500 $  225.00 S 562.500.00 S  245.00 $ 612.500.00 S  255.00 S 637.500.00 S 283.00 s 707,500.00

Subtotal S 562,500.00 Subtotal $ 612.500.00 Subtotal s 637.500.00 s 707.500.00
III. Analysis of Per- and PolylluoroalkyI

SubstarKes (PFAS)

Somple Matrix Analysis Per Year Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price UnH Price Extended Price

Method 1633 Aqueous 225 S  468.00 $ 105.300.00 S  389.00 S 87.525.00 $  475.00 % 106.875.00 S 563.00 S 126,675.00
Method 1633 Solid 20 $  466.00 S g.360.00 S  489.00 S 9.780.00 S  500.00 $ 10,000.00 S 625.00 % 12,500.00
Method 1633 Biosoiid 10 no bid m bid S  489.00 $ 4.890.00 $  575.00 S 5.750,00 $ 625.00 % 6,250.00
Method 1633 Tissue 10 no bid no bid S  539.00 $ 5.390.00 $  575.00 s 5.750.00 S 675.00 s 6.750.00

Sut>to(al S 114,660.00 Subtotal $ 107,585.00 s 128,375.00 Subtotal 5 152.175.00
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Division of Procurement Support Services
Bureau of Purchase Property

RFB Bid Summary

Gary S. Lunetta

Director

(603) 271-2201

Absolute Resource Associates LLC Enthalpy Analytical, LLC GEL Laboratories, LLC

Characteristic/ Compound (s) Potential Methods

EPA
Analysis Per Year Unit Price Exiended Price Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price Unit Price Extended Price

Igniublllty (Flash Point) 1010A/1020A 15 S 40.00 $ 600.00 $ 24.00 $ 360.00 $
Corrosivlty (pH) 9040B/9045C 5 $ 20.00 $ 100.00 $ 14.00 $ 70,00 t

NH Corrosive Solid Env-Wm 403.04 (b) (3) SW-846 2 $ 20.00 $ 40.00 $ 49,00 $ 98.00
Reactivity 2 $ 80.00 S 160.00 $ 69.00 $ 138.00 $

TCLP Characteristic Metal Wastes 1311 16 $ 158.00 $ 2,528.00 $ 121.00 $ 1,936.00 $ 172.00 $ 2,752.00
Individual TCLP Characteristic Metal See Above 8 $ 106,00 $ 848.00 $ 121.00 $ 968.00
TCLP VOCs Characteristic Wastes 1311/8260B 10 $ 169.00 S 1,690.00 $ 159.00 $ 1.590.00

TCLP semi VOCs Characteristic Waste 2 $ 232.00 s 464.00 $ 249.00 $ 498.00
Total Halogens 9023 or 9020 12 s 177.00 $ 2.124.00 $ 125.00 $ 1,500.00

PCB 3540C/8082A 20 $ 63.00 s 1.260.00 $ 89.00 $ 1,780.00
Oil and Grease 1664 HEM 10 $ 70.00 s 700.00 $ 79.00 $ 790.00

Non-polar Material (TPH) 1664 S6T-HEM 4 s 70.00 s 280.00 $ 69.00 $ 276.00 $
Diesel or Gasoline Range Organics (DRO/GRO) 80158 2 $ 58.00 s 116.00 $ 79.00 $ 158.00

Volatile Organic Compounds in soil 82608 2 $ 100.00 $ 200.00 $ 84.00 $ 168.00 $
Polynuclear Aromatic Hydrocarbons In Soil 82700 2 $ 121.00 $ 242.00 $ 99.00 $ 198.00

TOTAL RCRA Metals (see list above) 7470A/74718 12 $ 74.00 $ 888.00 $ 79.00 $ 948.00
TOTAL Individual RCRA Metal 7470A/7471B 4 s 23.00 $ 92.00 $ 24.00 S 96.00

TOTAL RCRA VOCs (see list above) 82608 6 $ 74.00 s 444.00 $ 69.00 $ 414.00 $
TOTAL RCRA Semi-VOCs (see list above) 8270D 2 $ 168.00 s 336.00 $ 199.00 $ 398.00 $ 256 00 $

Subtotal $ 13,112.00 Subtotal $ 12.384.00 $
Total Annual $ 695,897.00 $ 738,644.00 $ 771,750.00

$15,441,045.00 Term $3,479,485.00 $ 3,693,220.00 $ 3.858.750.00 $  4 409 590 00

Recommended Price

Limitation
$1,113,435.20 $ 1,181,830.40 $ 1,234,800.00 $ 220,479.50
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Division of Procurement Support Services
Bureau of Purchase Property

RFB Bid Summary

Gary S. Lunetta

Director

(603) 271-2201

Recommendation Summary 1 -  1 1 1
Bidder

Forecasted

Annual Spend
Forecasted 5 year

spend

Spend limit based on
expected business

Statewide Contract or Amendment Contract

Term of Contract Five Years Absolute $ 695,897.00 $  3,479,485.00 $1,113,435.20
Price Limitation See Above Alpha $ 738,644.00 $  3.693.220.00 $1,181,830.40

Numt^er of Solicitations Received 4 Enthalpy $ 771,750.00 $  3.858.750.00 $1,234,800.00
Number of Sourced Bidders 4 GEL $ 881,918.00 $  4.409.590.00 $220,479.50

Number of NIGP Vendors Sourced 177 Projected Aggreaated Soend $3,750,545.10
Number of Bid Declines (with reason) 0

P-37 Checklist Complete
D&B Report Attached No

Terms of Payment (P-card/ACH) P-Card

FOB Delivered Yes

Expiring Contract Price Limitation $2,000,000.00

Total Cost Savings (S/%) $ 1 1% 1
Special Notes: fhc stale will be uwarding 4 contracts for Ijiboraioiy Services to meet the agency's needs and allow tlcxibiliiy The

[wice limitation has been divided between the contractors as follows: GIZL Irabortuorics - 5%. Absolute - 32%, Alpha
Analytical - 32'/o, and Lnthalpy - 32%. 'fhe percentage value was determined though historical d;ii!i bid price, and

services available, then assigning as a percentage of business each of the four contractors is predicted to cam.
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FORM NUMBER P-37 (version 2/23/2023)

Notice: This agreement and all of its attachments shall become public upon submission to Governor and
Executive Council for approval. Any information that is private, confidential or proprietary must
be clearly identified to the agency and agreed to in writing prior to signing the contract.

AGREEMENT

The State of New Hampshire and the Contractor hereby mutually agree as follows:

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1 State Agency Name

Department of Administrative Services
Bureau of Purchase and Property

1.2 State Agency Address

25 Capitol Street, Room 102
Concord, NH 03301

1.3 Contractor Name

Absolute Resource Associates LLC

1.4 Contractor Address

124 Heritage Ave Unit 16, Portsmouth, NH, 03801

1.5 Contractor Phone
Number

603-436-2001

1.6 Account Unit and Class

Various

1.7 Completion Date

7/31/2028

1.8 Price Limitation

$1,113,435.20

1.9 Contracting Officer for State Agency

Gary Lunetta

1.10 State Agency Telephone Number

603-271-2201

1.11 Contractor Signature 1.12 Name and Title of Contractor Signatory

1.13 State Agency Signature 1.14 Name and Title of State Agency Signatory

Charles M. Arlinghaus, Commissioner

1.15 Approval by the N.H. Department of Administration, Division of Personnel (ifapplicable)

By; Director, On:

1.16 Approval by the Attorney General Substance and Execution) (if applicable)

on: -ti I IH 1
1.17 Approval by the Governor an^^Executive Council (if applicable)

G&C Item number: O&C Meeting Date;

Page 1 of 18
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2. SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED. The Slate of New

Hampshire, acting through the agency identified in block l.I
("State"), engages contractor identified in block 1.3 ("Contractor")
to perform, and the Contractor shall perform, the work or sale of
goods, or both, identified and more particularly described in the
attached EXHIBIT B which is incorporated herein by reference
("Services").

3. EFFECTIVE DATE/COMPLETION OF SERVICES.

3.1 Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to the
contrary, and subject to the approval of the Governor arid
Executive Council of the State of New Hampshire, if applicable,
this Agreement, and all obligations of the parties hereunder, shall
become effective on the date the Governor and Executive Council

approve this Agreement, unless no such approval is required, in
which case the Agreement shall become effective on the date the
Agreement is signed by the State Agency as shown in block 1.13
("Effective Date").
3.2 If the Contractor commences the Services prior to the Effective
Date, all Services performed by the Contractor prior to the
Effective Date shall be performed at the sole risk of the Contractor,
and in the event that this Agreement does not become effective, the
State shall have no liability to the Contractor, including without
limitation, any obligation to pay the Contractor for any costs
incurred or Services performed.
3.3 Contractor must complete alt Services by the Completion Date
specified in block 1.7.

4. CONDITIONAL NATURE OF AGREEMENT.

Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to the contrary,
all obligations of the State hereunder, including, without limitation,
the continuance of payments hereunder, are contingent upon the
availability and continued appropriation of funds. In no event shall
the State be liable for any payments hereunder in excess of such
available appropriated fiinds. In the evrat of a reduction or
termination of appropriated funds by any state or federal legislative
or executive action that reduces, eliminates or otherwise modifies
the appropriation or availability of funding for this Agreement and
the Scope for Services provided in EXHIBIT B, In whole or in part,
the State shall have the ri^t to withhold payment until such funds
become available, if ever, and shall have the right to reduce or
terminate the Services under this Agreement immediately upon
giving the Contractor notice of such reduction or termination. The
State shall not be required to transfer funds from any other account
or source to the Account identified in block 1.6 in the event funds

in that Account are reduced or unavailable.

5. CONTRACT PRICE/PRICE LIMITATION/ PAYMENT.

5.1 The contract price, method of payment, and terms of payment
are Identified and more particularly described in EXHIBIT C
which is incorporated herein by reference.
5.2 Notwithstanding any provision in this Agreement to the
contrary, and notwithstanding unexpected circumstances, in no
event shall the total of all payments authorized, or actually made
hereunder, exceed the Price Limitation set forth in block 1.8. The
payment by the State of the contract price shall be the only and the
complete reimbursement to the Contractor for all expenses, of
whatever nature incurred by the Contractor in the pCTformance

hereof, and shall be the only and the complete compensation to the
Contractor for the Services.

5.3 The State reserves the right to offset from any amounts
otherwise payable to the Contractor under this Agreement those
liquidated amounts required or permitted by N.H. RSA 80:7
throu^ RSA 80:7-c or any other provision of law.
5.4 The State's liabUity under this Agreement shall be limited to
monetary damages not to exceed the total fees paid. The Contractor
agrees that it has an adequate remedy at law for any breach of this
Agreement by the State and hereby waives any right to specific
performance or other equitable remedies against the State.

6. COMPLIANCE BY CONTRACTOR WITH LAWS AND

REGULATIONS/EQUAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY.

6.1 In connection with the performance of the Services, the
Contractor shall comply with all applicable statutes, laws,
regulations, and orders of federal, state, county or municipal
authorities which impose any obligation or duty upon the
Contractor, including, but not limited to, civil rights and equal
employment opportunity laws and the Governor's order on Respect
and Civility in the Workplace, Executive order 2020-01. In
addition, if this Agreement is funded in any part by monies of the
United States, the Contractor shall comply with all federal
executive orders, rules, regulations and statutes, and with any rules,
regulations and guidelines as the State or the United States Issue to
implement these regulations. The Contractor shall also comply
with all applicable intellectual property laws.
6.2 During the terra of this Agreement, the Contractor shall not
discriminate against employees or applicants for employment
because of age, sex, sexual orientation, race, color, marital status,
physical or mental disability, religious creed, national origin,
gender identity, or gender expression, and will take affirmative
action to prevent such discrimination, unless exempt by state or
federal law, The Contractor shall ensure any subcontractors
comply with these nondiscrimination requirements.
6.3 No payments or transfers of value by Contractor or its
representatives in connection with this Agreement have or shall be
made which have the ptirpose or effect of public or commercial
bribery, or acceptance of or acquiescence in extortion, kickbacks,
or other unJawfiil or improper means of obtaining business.
6.4. The Contractor agrees to permit the Stale or United States
access to any of the Contractor's books, records and accounts for
the purpose of ascertaining compliance with this Agreement and
all rules, regulations and orders pertaining to the covenants, terms
and conditions of this Agreement.

7. PERSONNEL.

7.1 The Contractor shall at its own expense provide all personnel
necessary to perform the Services. The Contractor warrants that all
personnel engaged in the Services shall be qualified to perform the
Services, and shall be properly licensed and otherwise authorized
to do so under all applicable laws.
7.2 The Contracting Officer specified in block 1.9, or any
successor, shall be the State's point of contact pertaining to this
Agreement.
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8. EVENT OF DEFAULT/REMEDIES.
8.1 Any one or more of the following acts or omissions of the
Contractor shall constitute an event of default hereunder ("Event

of Default"):
8.1.1 failure to perform the Services satisfactorily or on schedule;
8.1.2 failure to submit any report required hereunder; and/or
8.1.3 failure to perform any other covenant, term or condition of
this Agreement.
8.2 Upon the occurrence of any Event of Default, the State may
take any one, or more, or all, of the following actions:
8.2.1 give the Contractor a written notice specifying the Event of
Default and requiring it to be remedied within, in the absence of a
greater or lesser specification of time, thirty (30) calendar days
from the date of the notice; and if the Event of Default is not timely
cured, terminate this Agreement, effective two (2) calendar days
after giving the Contractor notice of termination;
8.2.2 give the Contractor a written notice specifying the Event of
Default and suspending all payments to be made under this
Agreement and ordering that the portion of the contract price which
would otherwise accrue to the Contractor during the period from
the date of such notice until such time as the State determines that
the Contractor has cured the Event of Default shall never be paid
to the Contractor;
8.2.3 give the Contractor a written notice specifying the Event of
Default and set off against any other obligations the State may owe
to the Contractor any damages the State suffers by reason of any
Event of Default; and/or
8.2.4 give the Contractor a written notice specifying the Event of
Default, treat the Agreement as breached, terminate the Agreement
and pursue any of its remedies at law or in equity, or both.

9. TERMINATION.

9.1 Notwithstanding paragraph 8, the State may, at its sole
discretion, terminate the Agreement for any reason, in whole or in
part, by thirty (30) calendar days written notice to the Contractor
that die State is exercising its option to terminate the Agreement.
9.2 In the event of an early termination of this Agreement for any
reason other than the completion of the Services, the Contractor
shall, at the Stale's discretion, deliver to the Contracting Officer,
not later than fifteen (15) calendar days after the date of
termination, a report ("Termination Report") describing in detail
all Services performed, and the contract price earned, to and
including the date of termination. In addition, at the State's
discretion, the Contractor shall, within fifteen (15) calendar days
of notice of early termination, develop and submit to the State a
transition plan for Services under the Agreement.

10. PROPERTY OWNERSHIP/DISCLOSURE.

10.1 As used in this Agreement, the word "Property" shall mean
all data, information and things developed or obtained during the
performance of, or acquired or developed by reason of, this
Agreement, including, but nor limited to, all studies, reports, files,
formulae, surveys, maps, charts, sound recordings, video
recordings, pictorial reproductions, drawings, analyses, graphic
representations, computer programs, computer printouts, notes,
letters, memoranda, papers, and documents, all whether finished or
unfinished.

10.2 All data and any Property which has been received from the
State, or purchased with fiinds provided for that purpose under this
Agreement, shall be the property of the State, and shall be returned
to the Stale upon demand or upon termination of this Agreement
for any reason.
10.3 Disclosure of data, information and other records shall be
governed by N.H. RSA chapter 9I«A and/or other applicable law.
Disclosure requires prior written approval of the State.

11. CONTRACTOR'S RELATION TO THE STATE. In the
performance of this Agreement the Contractor is in all respects an
independent contractor, and is neither an agent nor an employee of
the State. Neither the Contractor nor any of its officers, employees,
agents or members shall have authority to bind the State or receive
any benefits, workers' compensation or other emoluments
provided by the State to its employees.

12. assignment/delecation/subcontracts.

12.1 Contractor shall provide the State written notice at least fifteen
(15) calendar days before any proposed assignment, delegation, or
other transfer of any interest in this Agreement. No such
assignment, delegation, or other transfer shall be effective without
the written consent of the State.

12.2 For purposes of paragraph 12, a Change of Control shall
constitute assignment. "Change of Control" means (a) merger,
consolidation, or a transaction or series of related transactions in
which a third party, together with its affiliates, becomes the direct
or indirect owner of fifty percent (50%) or more of the voting
shares or similar equity interests, or combined voting power of the
Contractor, or (b) the sale of all or substantially all of the assets of
the Contractor.

12.3 None of the Services shall be subcontracted by the Contractor
without prior written notice and consent of the State.
12.4 The State is entitled to copies^ of all subcontracts and
assignment agreements and shall not be bound by any provisions
contained in a subcontract or an assignment agreement to which it
is not a party.

13. INDEMNIFICATION. The Contractor shall indemnify,
defend, and hold harmless the State, its officers, and employees
from and against all actions, claims, damages, demands,
judgments, fines, liabilities, losses, and other expenses, including,
without limitation, reasonable attorneys' fees, arising out of or
relating to this Agreement directly or indirectly arising from death,
personal injury, property damage, intellectual property
infringement, or other claims asserted against the State, its officers,
or employees caused by the acts or omissions of negligence,
reckless or willful misconduct, or fraud by the Contractor, its
employees, agents, or subcontractors. The State shall not be liable
for any costs incurred by the Contractor arising under this
paragraph 13. Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing herein
contained shall be deemed to constitute a waiver of the State's
sovereign immunity, which immunity is hereby reserved to the
Stale. This covenant in paragraph 13 shall survive the termination
of this Agreement.
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14. INSURANCE.

14.1 The Conb^ctor shall, at its sole expense, obtain and
continuously maintain In force, and shall require any subcontractor
or assignee to obtain and mamtain in force, the following
insurance:

14.1.1 commercial general liability insurance against all claims of
bodily injury, death or property damage, in amounts of not less than
$1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregate or excess;
and

14.1.2 special cause of loss coverage form covering all Property
subject to subparagraph 10.2 herein, in an amount not less than
80% of the whole replacement value of the Property.
14.2 The policies described In subparagraph 14.1 herein shall be on
policy forms and endorsements apiH'oved for use in the State of
New Hampshire by the N.H. Department of Insurance, and issued
by insurers licensed In die State of New Hampshire.
14.3 The Contractor shall fiimish to the Contracting Officer
identified in block 1.9, or any successor, a ceTlificate(s) of
insurance for all insurance required under this Agreement. At the
request of the Contracting Officer, or any successor, the Contractor
shall provide certlficate(s) of insurance for all renewal(s) of
insurance required under this Agreement. The certificate(s) of
insurance and any renewals thereof shall be attached and are
incorporated herein by reference.

15. WORKERS' COMPENSATION.

15.1 By signing this agreement, the Contractor agrees, certifies and
warrants that the Contractor is in compliance with or exempt from,
the requirements of N.H. RSA chapter 281-A ("Workers'
Compensation'').
15.2 To the extent the Contractor is subject to the requirements of
N.H. RSA chapter 281-A, Contractor shall maintain, and require
any subcontractor or assignee to secure and maintain, payment of
Woricers' Compensation in connection with activities which the
person proposes to undertake pursuant to this Agreement. The
Contractor shall furnish the Contracting Officer identified in block
1.9, or any successor, proof of Workers' Compensation in the
manner described in N.H. RSA chapter 281-A and any applicable
rcnewal(s) thereof, which shall be attached and are incorporated
herein by reference. The State shall not be responsible for payment
of any Workers' Compensation premiums or for any other claim or
benefit for Contractor, or any subcontractor or employee of
Contractor, which might arise under applicable State of New
Hampshire Workers' Compensation laws in connection with the
performance of the Services under this Agreement.

16. WAIVER OF BREACH. A State's failure to enforce Its rights
with respect to any single or continuing breach of this Agreement
shall not act as a waiver of the right of the State to later enforce any
such rights or to enforce any other or any subsequent breach.

17. NOTICE. Any notice by a party hereto to the other party shall
be deemed to have been duly delivered or given at the time of
mailing by certified mail, postage prepaid, in a United States Post
Office addressed to the parties at the addresses given in blocks 1.2
and 1.4, herein.

18. AMENDMENT. This Agreement may be amended, waived or
discharged only by an instrument in writing signed by the parties
hereto and only after approval of such amendment, waiver or
discharge by the Governor and Executive Council of the State of
New Hampshire unless no such approval is required under the
circumstances pursuant to State law, rule or policy.

19. CHOICE OF LAW AND FORUM.

19.1 This Agreement shall be governed, interpreted and construed
in accordance with the laws of the State of New Hampshire except
where the Federal supremacy clause requires otherwise. The
wording used in this Agreement is the wording chosen by the
parties to express their mutual intent, and no rule of construction
shall be applied against or In favor of any party.
19.2 Any actions arising out of this Agreement, including the
breach or alleged breach thereof, may not be submitted to binding
arbitration, but must, instead, be brought and maintained in the
Merrimack County SuperiorXourt of New Hampshire which shall
have exclusive jurisdiction thereof.

20. CONFLICTING TERMS. In the event of a conflict between

the tenns of this P-37 form (as modified in EXHIBIT A) and any
other portion of this Agreement including any attachments thereto,
the terms of the P-37 (as modified in EXHEBIT A) shall control.

21. THIRD PARTIES. This Agreement is being entered into for
the sole benefit of the parties hereto, and nothing herein, express or
implied, is Intended to or will confer any legal or equitable right,
benefit, or remedy of any nanire upon any other person.

22. HEADINGS. The headings throughout the Agreement are for
reference purposes only, and the words contained therein shall in
no way be held to explain, modify, amplify or aid in the
interpretation, construction or meaning of the provisions of this
Agreement.

23. SPECIAL PROVISIONS. Additional or modifying
provisions set forth in the attached EXHIBIT A are incorporated
herein by reference.

24. FURTHER ASSURANCES. The Contractor, along with its
agents and affiliates, shall, at its own cost and expense, execute any
additional documents and take such further actions as may be
reasonably required to carry out the provisions of this Agreement
and give effect to the transactions contemplated hereby.

25. SEVERABILITY. In the event any of the provisions of this
Agreement are held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be
contrary to any state or federal law, the remaining provisions of
this Agreement will remain in full force and effect.

26. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement, which may be
executed in a number of counterparts, each of which shall be
deemed an original, constitutes the entire agreement and
understanding between the parties, and supersedes all prior
agreements and understandings with respect to the subject matter
hereof.
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EXHIBIT A

SPECIAL PROVISIONS

There are no special provisions of this contract.
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EXHIBIT B

SCOPE OF SERVICES

1. INTRODUCTION

Absolute Resource Associates LLC (hereinafter referred to as the "Contractor") hereby agrees to
provide the State of New Hampshire (hereinafter referred to as the "State"), Department of
Administrative Services, with Laboratory Analytical Services in accordance with the bid submission in
response to State Request for Bid#-2758-23 and as described herein.

2. CONTRACT DOCUMENTS

This Contract consists of the following documents ("Contract Documents"):

a. State of New Hampshire Terms and Conditions, General Provisions Form P-37
b. EXHIBIT A Special Provisions
c. EXHIBITS Scope of Services
d. EXHIBIT C Method of Payment
e. EXHIBIT D RFB 2758-23

f. EXHIBIT E Contractor's Bid Response

In the event of any conflict among the terms or provisions of the documents listed above, the
following order of priority shall indicate which documents control; (1), Form Number P-37 as modified
by EXHIBIT A "Speciol Provisions, (2) EXHIBIT B "Scope of Services," (3) EXHIBIT C "Method of Payment,"
(4) EXHIBIT D "RFB 2758-23," and (5) EXHIBIT E "Contractor's Bid Response."

3. TERM OF CONTRACT

The term of the contract shall commence upon approval of the Governor & Executive Council, through
July 31,2028, a period of approximately five (5) years.

The contract may be extended for up to an additional two years thereafter under the some terms,
conditions, and pricing structure upon the mutual agreement between the successful Vendor and the
State with the approval of the Governor & Executive Council.

The maximum term of the Contract (including all extensions) cannot exceed seven (7) years.

4. SCOPE OF WORK

1. The contractor shall supply all labor, tools, transportation, materials, equipment and permits as
necessary and required to perform sen/ices as described herein.

2. The contractor shall provide Laboratory Analytical Services available to all State Agencies ond
other eligible participants. Eligible participants include political sub-divisions (counties, cities,
towns, school districts, special district or precinct, or any other governmental organization), or
any nonprofit agency under the provisions of section 501c of the federal internal revenue
code, ore eligible to participate under this contract whenever said sub-division or nonprofit
agency so desires. These entities ore autonomous and may participate at their sole discretion.
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In doing so, they ore entitled to the prices established under the contract. However, they ore
solely responsible for their association with the successful contractor. The State of New
Hampshire assumes no liability between the successful contractor and any of these entities.

3. The contractor or contractor's sub-contracted laboratory (from here forward in this document,
"contractor" will include "contractor's sub-contracted laboratory", if any, as well) shall, at the
request of the client, perform analytical services, as necessary, to identify and quantify toxic
substances, hazardous constituents, or hazardous characteristics in aqueous, sediment, air, soil,
solid waste, hazardous waste, wastewater, sludge, septage, or leochate samples.

4. The contractor shall perform all analyses requested by the client. If the contractor's laboratory
sample capacity precludes the contractor from analyzing the requested samples within hold
times, the contractor, upon client approval, may sub-contract the samples to another
qualified laboratory for analysis at no additional cost to the client.

5. The contractor shall provide materials such as sample containers, coolers, preservatives,
sample container labels, chain-of-custody forms, field blanks, trip blanks, and air sampling
media for collecting the samples. The containers shall be clean and conform to the EPA
quality control requirements and procedures, including preservation in accordance with,
applicable methodology. When requesting sampling equipment, the client will specify the
number of trip blanks and field blanks required (i.e., such blanks may not be required by the
client even if the analytical method requires them).

6. A chain-of-custody form, completed by the client, acts as the work order for laboratory
analytical services, specifying the analyses to be performed and entities to whom the results
and invoice shall be provided.

7. In addition to the contractor's chain-of-custody form that shall be provided for use under this
contract, the contractor shall accept chain-of-custody forms that are developed by the
client.

8. The contractor shall follow and maintain industry standard chain-of-custody procedures.

9. The contractor shall provide as-needed consultation and technical support on collection
methods and interpretation of reports at no additional cost to the client.

10. The contractor shall pick up samples using their courier upon request by the client at no
additional cost to the client. Alternatively, the contractor may provide pre-poid, overnight,
FedEx shipping labels and all other necessary materials at no additional cost. The client shall
prepare shipping containers for shipment (includes packaging, necessary preservation, ice
packs, custody seals and completion of shipping documents.) Sample transport shall be in
iced containers and follow all EPA protocols for sample transport, including custody seals and
chain-of-custody.
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11. Within two business days following receipt of samples by the contractor and upon logging the
samples into the contractor's laboratory information management system, the contractor shall
provide a log-in summary via email to the applicable client project manager that includes, at
a minimum, the sample names, collection date & time, sample matrix, and analyses, as
entered Into the laboratory information management system.

12. The contractor shall provide the client with a complete written report of its analyses as required
under the scope of work to be performed. Analytical reports shall be formatted In accordance
with The NELAC Institute (TNI) standards. Written laboratory reports shall be prepared by the
contractor and sent electronically, i.e.. via email, in Adobe PDF formot along with an electronic
data deliverable in Microsoft Excel format to the client within five business days after completion
of the sample analyses. The Microsoft Excel format is to be that which is compatible with the
NHDES Environmental Monitoring Database (EMD) reporting template. The Excel template can
be found on the NHDES website.

13. The contractor shall become an authorized data provider with NHDES OneStop and provide all
electronic data deliverables in a Microsoft Excel format that is compatible with the NHDES EMD
reporting template. Data shall be uploaded to the NHDES EMD by the laboratory and the PDF
version of the lab report shall be electronically submitted, i.e., via email, within ten working days
after completion of the sample analyses. The Microsoft Excel documents that are used to
upload data must not contain any abbreviations, omissions, or alterations of the information
provided by the client to the contractor on the choin-of-custody form. The Excel template can
be found on the NHDES website.

14. When the sample is related to a public water system, as will be indicated by the chain of

custody, the contractor shall, instead of uploading to the NHDES EMD, become a NHDES data
provider and upload data electronically to the NHDES Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau
(DWGB) database using the electronic transfer application. This database has different
requirements and procedures than reporting data into the EMD. which is used to house data
not related to public water systems. An electronic data deliverable reported to DWGB for a
public water system is considered to fulfill the electronic data deliverable reporting requirements
to EMD as specified in item 11, above. For more information on the DWGB database please
contact NHDES at (603) 271-3139.

15. Normal performance: The Contractor will provide all materials and equipment as specified in
the Contractors Proposal following a request for analysis. The Contractor will perform the
analytical services requested within 15 business days from laboratory receipt of samples for
testing described in offer sheet sections 1 -3 and 10 business days from laboratory receipt of
samples for testing described in offer sheet section 4 and provide o full set of test results and
chain of custody documentation.

16. Expedited Performance: The Contractor will provide all materials and equipment as specified
in the Contractors proposal following a request for analysis. The Contractor will perform the
analytical services requested within 3 business days from laboratory receipt of samples (except
when circumstances of the test require analysis over time. i.e. BOD) and provide a full set of
test results and chain of custody documentation.
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17. The contractor shall retain and store samples at 4®C until such time as they ore disposed in
accordance with method hold times and established laboratory policy, unless specifically
requested by the client to retain samples for a longer period of time or return samples to the
client under chairvof-custody. The contractor shall be responsible for the disposal of samples
at no additional cost to the client. Such disposal shall be conducted in accordance with all
applicable federal and state regulations adopted pursuant to the federal Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act and NH RSA 147-A (for contractors located in New
Hampshire) or applicable statutes in the contract laboratory's home state.

18. The contractor shall perform all Quality Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) measures as per
the requested method and per TNI standards. Full documentation of QA/QC is not required
with the final data package unless specified by the client in advance of sample submission.

19. The contractor shall make available QA/QC data at the request of the client. This information
must be retrievable from the contractor's Laboratory Information Management System for a
period not less than five years and be available at no additional cost to the client for
inspection at any time by the client. The contractor shall be subject to any Quality
Assurance/Quality Control audits and inspections by the client. The contractor shall provide
clarifications and details on analytical methods and reported data, as requested by the client.

20. The contractor shall report results for oil onalytes listed by the methodology listed and to the
reporting limits specified therein.

21. The client requires that the contractor or contractor's sub-contracted laboratory is capable of
analyzing PFAS samples by the following anolytical methods / approaches, with the minimum
analyte lists shown in Attachment 1:

a. USEPA Method 537.1

b. USEPA Method 533

c. USEPA Draft Method 1633, Analysis of Per- and PolyfluoroalkyI Substances (PFAS) in
Aqueous, Solid, Biosolids, and Tissue Samples by LC-MS/MS, June 2022, or later.

For each method, reported PFAS results must include the long name and abbreviated name of
the compound analyzed and associated CAS number on written and EDD reports.

Reported PFAS results shall be to 3 significant figures.

Reporting limits for PFOA, PFOS, PFNA, PFHxS, PFBS, and HFPO-DA (GenX) in aqueous drinking
water samples should not exceed 2 ng/L Reporting limits for PFOA, PFOS, PFNA. PFHxS, PFBS,
and HFPO-DA (GenX) in solid samples should not exceed 0.5 pg/kg. Reporting limits for the
other PFAS should be as close to these limits as possible.
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22. The contractor shall report estimated *'J-Flag" detection values for all analyzed compounds
down to the lowest detection limit achievable by the equipment used to process the sample.
The contractor shall report both the reporting limrts and the method detection limits in the
written and electronic data deliverables.

23. Field blanks are not required even if the analytical method requires a field blank for each
sample.

24. The contractor or subcontractor must be New Hampshire NELAP accredited for the PFAS

analytical methods that meet the requirements summarized herein.

25. The contractor shall credit the client if samples are broken by the laboratory, not processed
within analytical hold times, and/or fail laboratory QA/QC.

26. On occasion, the client may require additional analyses for constituents or methods not listed
in Exhibit C. Upon request, the contractor moy be asked to provide these analyses at a
negotiated cost. The client reserves the right to specify a sub-contract laboratory for such
analyses during the contract period.

27. All invoices must be submitted showing quantities and unit prices. Payment will be made no
later than 30 days after completion of services or after an invoice has been received at the
client's business office, whichever Is later. Invoicing shall be no more frequently than once per
week and no less frequently than once per month and include costs for all samples analyzed,
itemized per lab ID number, for the respective period.

28. When requested by the client, analytical reports shall be issued separately despite possibly
being listed on the some chain-of-custody. However, they shall be aggregated for the
purpose of invoicing as described in item 25 above.

29. The Contractor will upon request, perform testing in accordance with methods set forth in the
New Hampshire Code of Administrative Rules (NHCAR) and the United States Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), specifically 40 CFR 261.22 thru,24 RCRA Waste Determination, pursuant to
the wastes being tested.

30. The Contractor will, upon request, perform other Environmental Testing as necessary, in
accordance with the State and Federal regulations.

31. Relative to offer sheet section 4:

A. The test result report will include at a minimum the following items:

•  Generator name.

•  Name and address of the facility,
•  Sample number or name of the waste being tested.
•  Date of the sampling and testing.
•  Characteristic or name of constituents being tested for.
•  The Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) number of the constituent(s) being tested for
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•  Analysis method number used,
•  Minimum detection level for toxic constituents in ports per million (ppm),
•  ReiPerence to wet or dry weight.
•  Results (results for toxic constituents will be reported in ppm, results for characteristic of

ignitability will be reported in degrees Fahrenheit, results for characteristic of corrosivity
will be reported in pH,

•  Results for characteristic of reactivity will be reported in parts per million),
•  Results for Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons and Oil & Grease will be reported in ppm,

■  Regulatory Level/Maximum contaminate level,
•  Subcontractor name (if applicable).

Individual test reports shall be provided for each sample number or name.

B. The Contractor will report the characteristic of ignitability (Flash point) up to 200 degrees
Fahrenheit.

Toxic characteristic waste constituents will be reported to a detection level equal to the
regulatory limit established in NHCAR Wm-Env 403.06 (d) or as practical as possible based
on the sample type.

Total Halogens wilt be analyzed to the nearest 100 ppm, with a detection level less than
1000 ppm.

All other samples will be reported to a detection level equal to the order of magnitude of
the regulatory limit as established by the appropriate analysis method.

Addttlonol Requirements:

Unless otherwise stated in the Scope of Services, all services performed under this Contract(s) shall be
performed between the hours of 7:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. for State business days, unless other
arrangements are made in advance with the State. Any deviation in work hours shall be pre-
approved by the Contracting Officer. The State requires ten-day advance knowledge of said work
schedules to provide security and access to respective work areas. No premium charges shall be
paid for any off-hour work.

The contractor shall not commence work until a conference is held with each agency, at which
representatives of the contractor and the State ore present. The conference shall be arranged by the
requesting agency (State).

The State shall require correction of defective work or damages to any part of a building or its
appurtenances when caused by the contractor's employees, equipment or supplies. The contractor
shall replace in satisfactory condition ail defective work and damages rendered thereby or any other
damages incurred. Upon failure of the contractor to proceed promptly with the necessary
corrections, the State may withhold any amount necessary to correct all defective work or damages
from payments to the contractor.

The work staff shall consist of qualified persons completely familiar with the products and equipment
they shall use. The Contracting Officer may require the contractor to dismiss from the work such
employees as deems incompetent, careless, insubordinate, or otherwise objectionable, or whose
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continued employment on the work is deemed to be contrary to the public interest or inconsistent
with the best interest of security and the State.

The contractor or their personnel shall not represent themselves as employees or agents of the State.

While on State property, employees shall be subject to the control of the State, but under no
circumstances shall such persons be deemed to be employees of the State.

All personnel shall observe all regulations or special restrictions in effect at the State Agency.

The contractor's personnel shall be allowed only in areas where services are being performed. The
use of State telephones is prohibited.

If sub-contractors are to be utilized, please include information regarding the proposed sub
contractors including the name of the company, their address, contact person and three references
for clients they are currently servicing. Approval by the State must be received prior to a sub
contractor starting any work.

5. USAGE REPORTING

The Contractor shall submit a quarterty and annual usage report for analysis for each state agency or
eligible participant. Reports are due no later than 30 days after the end of each calendar quarter to
the Bureau of Purchase and Property, Steven Burgess and sent electronic to
Steven.H.BurQess@DAS.NH.Gov. At a minimum, the Report shall include:

• Contract Number

•  Utilizing Agency and Eligible Participant
•  Services/Products Purchased (showing the manufacturer, item, part number, and the final

cost.)
•  Recycling documentation with respect to content used in the manufacture, development and

distribution process of goods and services sold. This report shall include but not be limited to:
0  Percentage of recycled materials contained within finished products,
o  Percentage of waste recycled throughout the manufacturing process,
o  Types and volume of packaging used for transport.
o Any associated material avoided and/or recycled as applicable under contract,
o A standardized reporting form will be provided after contract award.

•  Total Cost of all Services/Products Purchased. Ability to sort by agency/eligible participant.
•  In Excel format

6. OBLIGATIONS AND LIABILITY OF THE CONTRACTOR

The Contractor shall provide all services strictly pursuant to, and in conformity with, the specifications
described in State RFB #2758-23, as described herein, and under the terms of this Contract.

It is the responsibility of the Contractor to maintain this contract and New Hampshire Vendor
Registration with up to date contact information.

Contract specific contact information (Sales contact. Contractor contract manager, etc.) shall be
sent to the State's Contracting Office listed in Box 1.9 of Form P-37.

Additionally, all updates i.e., telephone numbers, contact names, email addresses, W9, tax
identification numbers are required to be current through a formal electronic submission to the

Page 12 of 18
Contractor Initials <S

Date__2D2j^



Bureau of Purchase and Property at;
httos://das.nh.oov/Durchasino/vendorreaistralion/f$fQ0fzcv55ohoeas45iDya5i451)/weicome.ospx

The Contractor shall agree to hold the State of NH harmless from liability arising out of injuries or
damage caused while performing this work. The Contractor shall agree that any damage to
building(s), materials, equipment or other property during the performance of the service shall be
repaired at its own expense, to the State's satisfaction,

7. DEBARMENT. SUSPENSION INELIGIBIUTY AND VOIUNTARY EXCLUSION LOWER TIER COVERED
TRANSACTIONS

The Contractor certifies, by signature of this contract, that neither it nor its principals is presently
debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from
participation in this transaction by any Federal Department or Agency.

8. CONFIDENTIALITY & CRIMINAL RECORD

If requested by the using agency, the Contractor and its employees, and Sub-Contractors (if any),
shall be required to sign and submit a Confidential Nature of Department Records Form and a
Criminal Authorization Records Form. These forms shall be submitted to the individual using agency
prior to the start of any work.
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EXHIBIT C

METHOD OF PAYMENT

1. CONTRACT PRICE

The Contractor hereby agrees to provide Laboratory Analytical Services sein complete compliance
with the terms and conditions specified in Exhibit B for an amount up to and not to exceed a price of
il.113.435.20: this figure shall not be considered a guaranteed or minimum figure; however, it shall be
considered a maximum figure from the effective date through the expiration date as indicated in Form
P-37 Block 17.

2. PRICING STRUCTURE

1. Analysis of P«r- and Poiyfluoroalkyi Substances (PFAS)

EPA Test Method 537.1

Determination of Selected Per- orjd

Polyfluorinated Alkyi Substances in

Drinkirig Water by Solid Phase

Extraction arxj Liquid

Qvomotogrophy/Tandem Moss

Spectrometty (LC/MS/MS)

Sample Matrix
Estimated tfof

Analysis PerVear
Unit Price

Ejqaedlted Turn

Around Price

Per Sample

Methiod 537.1 Aqueous 25 $  225.00 S  225.00

II. Anotysis of Per- and Poiyfluoroalkyi Substances (PFAS)

EPA Test Method 533

Determirxation of Per- and

Poiyfluoroalkyi Substances In Drinking

Water by Isotope Dilution Anion

Exctxange Solid Phase Extraction and

Liquid Chromotogrophy/Tandem Mass

Spectrometry

Sample Matrix
Estimated ttof

Analysis PerYear
Unit Price

E)q3edited Turn
Around Price

Per Sample

Method 533 Aqueous 2500 $  225.00 S  225.00

III. Analysis of Per- and Poiyfluoroalkyi Substances (PFAS)

USEPA Draft Method 1633

Analysis of Per- and Poiyfluoroalkyi

Substances (PFAS) in Aqueous. Solid.

Biosolids, and Tissue Samples by LC-

MS/MS, June 2022, or later

Sample Matrix
Estimated Uof

Analysis PerYear
Unit Price

E;^edited Tum

Around Price

Per Sample

Method 1633 Aqueous 225 S  468.00 S  702.00

Method 1633 Solid 20 S  468.00 $  702.00
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IV. Hazardous Wosta and Envlronmentol Sample Anotysis

Characteristic/Compound (s)
Chemical Abstract

H

Potential

Methods EPA

Estimated #of

Analysis Per

Year

Unit Price
E}4)edited Turn-Around

Price Per Sample

tsnltsblUty (Flash Pdm) 1010A/1020A 15 $  40.00 $ 40.00

COrrosivlty (pH) 9040By9045C 5 $  20.00 $ 20.00

NH corrosive Sdld Eiw-Wm 403M (b) (3) SW^846 2 $  20.00 $ 20.00

Reactivity 2 $  80.00 $ 80.00

Releasable Cyanide SW846 7.3.3.2 Included Included

Releasable Sulfide SW/B46 7.3,4.2 Included Included

TCLP Characteristic Metal Wastes 1311 16 $  156.00 $ 158.00

Arsenic 7440-38-2 6020A Included Included

Ba rium 7440-39-3 6020A Included . Included

7440-43-9 6020A Included Included

Chromium 7440-47-3 6020A Included Included

Lead 7439-92-1 6020A Included Included

Mercury 7439-97-6 7470A/7471B Included Included

Selemlum 7782-49-2 6020A Included Included

Silver 7440-22-4 6020A Included Included

Individual TCLP Characteristic Metal See Above 8 S  106.00 $ 106.00

TdP VOCs Characteristic Wastes 1311/8260B 10 $  169.00 $ 169.00

Bensne 71-43-2 82608 Included Included

Carbon Tetrachloride 56-23-5 82608 Included Included

Chlorobenzene 108-90-7 6260B Included Included

Chlofofonn 67-66-3 82608 Included Included

1.4 Dichlorobensne' 108-46-7 82606 Included included

1.2 Dichioroethane 107-06-2 82606 Included Included

1,1 Dichlcfoelhylene 75-35-4 8260B Included Included

Methyl Ethyl Ketone 78-93-3 82606 Included Included

Tetrachloroethvlene 127-18-4 82606 Included Included

Trichloroettivlene 79-01-6 82606 Included Included

Vinyl Chloride 75-01-4 8260B Included Included
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Qiaraaeristic/ Compound ($}
Chemical Abstract

ff

Potential

Methods EPA

Estimated ifof

Analysis Per

Year

Unit Price
Ej^editod Turn-Around

Price Per Sample

TCLP semi VOCs Chsncterlstic Waste 2 $ 232.00 $ 232.00

o^resol 95-48-7 8270O Included Included

m*cresoi 108-39-4 8270D Included Included

p-cresol 106-44-5 8270D Included Included

Cresol 1319-77.3 8270D Included Included

2,4 Dinitrotoluene 121-14-2 8270D Included Included

Hendiloroberusne 118-74-1 8270D Included Included

Hejachtorobutadiene 87-68-3 8270D Included Included

He^echioroethane 87-72-1 8270D included Included

Nitrobenzene 98-95-3 6270D Included Included

Pentachlorophenol 87-86-5 8270D Included Included

Pyridine 110-66-1 8270D Included Included

2.4.5-Trichlorophenol 95-95-4 8270D Included Included

2.4.6-Trichlorophenol 88-06-2 8270D Included Included

Total Halogens 9023 or 9020 12 S 177.00 S 177.00

PCS 3S40C/8082A 20 $ 63.00 $ 63.00

oil and Grease 1664 HEM 10 $ 70.00 $ 70.00

Non-polar Material (TPH) 1664SGT-HEM 4 $ 70.00 S 70.00

Diesel or Gasoline Range Organlcs (DRO/GRO) 8015B 2 $ 58.00 $ 58.00

Volatile Organic Compounds In soil 82608 2 $ 100.00 s ' 100.00

Polynudear Aromatic Hydrocartions In Soil 8270D 2 $ 121.00 $ 121.00

TOTAL RCRA Metals (see list above) 7470A/7471B 12 $ 74.00 $ 74.00

TOTAL Individual RCRA Metal 7470A/7471B 4 $ 23.00 $ 23.00

TOTAL RCRA VOCs (see list above) 82608 6 $ 74.00 $ 74.00

TOTAL RCRA Seml-VOCs (see list above) 82700 2 $ 168.00 $ 168.00

3. PRICING QUOTATIONS

All Purchases sholl require o quote from eoch of the four contractors. Contractors shall resF>ond to
quote requests within two (2) business days of the request being sent by the agency. No response
within two (2) business days will result in a no quote. After the quote period, the order shall be placed
with the contractor that has the lowest cost while meeting the performance requirements associated
with the testing requested, but no higher than the lowest available contracted price.

4. INVOICE

Itemized invoices shall be submitted to the individual agency after the completion of the job/services
and shall include a brief description of the work done along with the location of work.

5. PAYMENT

Payment method (P-Card or ACH). Payments stiall be mode via ACH or Procurement Card (P-card =
Credit Card) unless otherwise specified by the State of New Hampshire. Use the following link to enroll
wHh the State Treasury for ACH payments: httos://wvw.nh.aov/treasurv/state-vendor$/jndex.htm

Eligible participants shall negotiate their own payment methods with the successful Vendor.

Payment shall be made in full within thirty (30) days after receipt of the invoice and acceptance of
the corresponding goods end/or services to the Stote's satisfaction.
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EXHIBIT D

RFB #2758-23 Is incorporated here within.
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EXHIBIT E

Contractor's bid is incorporated here within
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state of New Hampshire

Department of State

CERTIFICATE

1. David M. Scanlan, Secretary of Slate of the State of New Hampshire, do hereby certify that ABSOLUTE RESOURCE

ASSOCIATES LLC is a New Hampshire Limited Liability Company registered to transact business in New Hampshire on

November IS, 2000. 1 further certify that all fees and documents required by the Secretary of State's office have been received and

is in good standing as far as this office is concerned.

Business ID: 363755

Certificate Number: 0006243527

ttm

o
<^9

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF,

I hereto set my hand and cause to be affixed

the Sea) of the State of New Hampshire,

this 7th day of June A.D. 2023.

C^qsi—
David M. Scanlan

Secretary of State



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Laboratory Analytical Services

''CORPORATE CERTIFICATE^'

I, (Name) Cliff Chase hereby certify that i am duly elected Member of
(Corporation) Absolute Resource Associates LLC,

hereby certify the following is a true copy of a vote adopted by unanimous consent of the Board:ppy or a

/of Directors of the Corporation, on

VOTED: That (Name) Susan C. Sylvester is duly authorized to enter into a specific

Contract namely the State of New Hampshire Laboratory Analytical Services Contract and
Rirther authonzed to execute any documents which may in her judgment be desirable or
necessary to effect the purpose of this vote.

I hereby certity that said vote has not been amended or repealed and remains in full force and
effect as of (Date) _ and that (Name) Susan C. Sylvester is duly elected
(Title) President of this Corporation.

CORPORATE SEAL

ATTEST:

DATE:

(MembtV)

(g/5/^5

:d M/ m; »
^  COMMISSION

ATTEST:

(Notary Public)

COMMISSION EXPIRES:, iihlzi

DATE:

NOTAn'¥.&l?)^L

(NOTE: IF COMPANY IS NOT INCORPORATED. PLEASE CHECK THE BOX Q .)



CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE
DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

07/21/2023

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS

CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES

BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S). AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the pollcy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.

If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, sul^ect to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder In lieu of such endor8ement(8).

PRODUCER

Braley Wellington Insurance Agency

P.O. Box 15127

Worcester MA 01615

Lisa Lermond

(508)754-7255 (508) 797-3507

llermond@braleyweliingtongroup,com

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC «

INSURER A
Westchester Surplus Lines Ins. Co.

INSURED

/Absolute Resource Associates. LLC

124 Heritage Ave Suite 16

Portsmouth NH 03801

INSURER B Merchants Mutual ins 23329

MSURER C Travelers P & C Co of America

MSURER D

MSURERE

MSURER F

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: 23-24 UPDATED WC REVISION NUMBER:

TWIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD

INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS

CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN. THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,

EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS:
SOBRT FdLKVEPP PdLKVEyP
WVO POCICY NUMBER (MM/DoMtYY) (MM/OO/YYYY) UMfTS

Tanir

INSDTYPE OF INSURANCE
1R5IT
LTR

X COMMERCUL GENERAL LIABILITY

CLAJMS-MAOE X OCCUR

EACH OCCURRENCE

DAMAGE TO'RENTtD
PREMISES (Ea occurrdncal

027952896007 02/01/2023 02/01/2024

MED EXP (Any one POTOn)

PERSONAL S AOV INJURY

GENT. AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER

POLICY [3 ̂  dl "-OC
OTHER:

GENERALAGGREGATE

PRODUCTS • COMP/OPAGG

1,000.000

50.000

10.000

1,000.000

2,000.000

2.000.000

AUTOMOBILE UABIUTY

ANY AUTOX

X

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT
lEa eccidenll

1,000.000

BODILY INJURY (Per person)

OWNED
AUTOS ONLY
HIRED
AUTOS ONLY X

SCHEDULED
AUTOS
NON-OWNED
AUTOS ONLY

CAPI075052 02/01/2023 02/01/2024 BODILY INJURY (Per ecdcMni)

PROPERTY DAMAGE
(Per acddenll

X

UMBRELLA UAB

EXCESS UAB

DEO

X OCCUR

CLAIMS-MADE

EACH OCCURRENCE
2,000.000

G27952902007 02/01/2023 02/01/2024 2,000.000

RETENTION %

WORKERS COMPENSATTON

AND EMPLOYERS' UABiUTY

ANY PROPRtETORff>ARTNER«XECUTIVE

OPFICERMEMBER EXiXUDED?
(Mar>4atory In NH)
It yes, desttibe under
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below

w PER OTH-
^ STATLfTE ER

m 6JUB2E61891-9-23 05/02/2023 05/02/2024
E.L. EACHACCOENT

1,000.000

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE
1,000.000

E.L, DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT
1,000.000

Contractors Pollution &

Professional Liability G27952896007 02/01/2023 02/01/2024

$1,000,000

per Occurrence

$1,000,000

per Aggregate

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (ACORD 101, Additional RemarVs Sctwdule, may be attached II more apace Is rM|ulred)

Environmental Consulting Firm

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

State of NH. Dept of Administrative Services

Bureau of Purchasing S Propert

25 Capitol St

Concord NH 03301

1

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE

THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF. NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN

ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

AUTNORIZEO REPRESENTATIVE

—I

ACORD 25 (2016/03)

£>1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All lights reserved.

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD



Absolute Resource
associates

May 26, 2023

Corhne Tatro

Purchasing Agent-Service Contracts
NH Bureau of Purchase and Property

25 Capital Street- Room 102
Concord, NH 03301

Re: Bid Number: 2758-23, Laboratory Analytical Services

Dear Corrine Tatro,

Absolute Resource Associates, LLC (ARA) is pleased to provide the following
response to your request for proposal dated 5/19/2023, and addendum
dated 5/23/20239 (Addendum #1).

ARA is a small woman owned business located in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire (NH). We have been a successful contractor with the State of
New Hampshire many times during our 22 years in business, and we look
forward to a favorable response to our proposal.

To our knowledge, ARA is still the first and only NH laboratory providing NH
certified in-state laboratory services and expertise for these prevalent and
persistent PFAS compounds in our environment. Again, as a small
business, ARA is extremely proud to be the only lab in New Hampshire that
will keep revenue and jobs inside the state by performing the analysis at our
accredited laboratory in Portsmouth whenever possible.

The attached Qualifications Statement provides the information required by
your request for proposal including:

1. Demonstration of Certification (See Section 6)
2. PE Results (See Section 7)
3. Standard Operating Procedures (See Section 2)
4. Example of Standard Deliverable (See Section 2)

124 Heritage Avenue #16.| Portsmouth, NH 03801 | 603.436.2001
AbsoluteResourceAssociates.com PFASresource.com



Absolute Resource
associates

5. TAT (See page 6)
6. Communications Measures (See page 7)
7. A statement and documentation provided is proof regarding the use of

externally sourced standards for PFAS. (See Section 2)
8. The attached SOPs and documentation address the use of techniques

to effectively address both branched and linear isomers.
(See Section 2)

In addition, a complete copy of the RFP 2758-23 and pricing is attached
directly to this cover letter. Due to the size of the documents, ARA and
BV/Maxxam's QA Manuals and BV/Maxxam Performance Evaluation Studies
are a separate attachment to the Qualifications Statement.

Thank you, we look forward to the opportunity to work with the State of New
Hampshire on this important work.

Sincerely,
Absolute Resource Associates, LLC

Susan C. Sylvester
President

124 Heritage Avenue #16 | Portsmouth, NH 03801 | 603.436.2001
AbsoluteResourceAssociates.com PFASresource.com



STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE TRANSMIHAL LETTER

Oote: June 1. 2023 Company Nanr>e: Absolute Resource Assodotes
Address: 124 Heritage Avenue Unit 16
Portsmouth. NH 03801

To: Point of Contact: Coritne Totro
Telephone: (603)-271-4308
Emoil: NH.PufChosinQ®das.nh.QOv

RE: Bid Invitotton Nome: Laboratory Anolytlcol Services
Bid Number: 2758 •23
Bid Posted Dote (on or by): 05/19/2023
Bid Closing Dote and Time: 06/02/2023 0 2:00 PM (EST)
Dear Ms. Totro:

(tnserf name of signorJSusan C. Sylvester, on behalf of Absolute Resource Associates. LLC [insert name of entity subrnltting bid
(collectively referred to as "Vendor") hereby submits on otter os contained in the written bid submitted herewith ("Bid") to the State o( New
Hampshire in response to BID # 2758-23 for Laboratory Analytical Services at the price(s) quoted herein in complete accordance with the
bid.

Vendor ottests to the fact that:

1. The Vendor has reviewed and agreed to be bound by the Bid.
2. The Vendor has not ottered any of the language or other provisions contained in the Bid document.
3. The Bid is effective for a period of 180 days from the Bid Closing date as indicated above.
4. The prices Vendor has quoted in the Bid were established without collusion with other vendors.
5 The Vendor has read and fuly understands this Bid.
6. Further, in accordance with RSA 2l-l:n-c, the undersigned Vendor certifies that neither the Vendor nor any of its subsidiaries, affiliates or
principal officers (principal officers refers to individuals with manogement responsibiPty for tt»e entity or association):

0. Has, within the post 2 yeors, been convicted of. or pleoded guilty to, a vioiotion of RSA 356:2, RSA 356:4, or any state or federof low
or county or municipol ordinonce prohibiting specified bidding practices, or involving antitrust viobtions. which has not been
annulled;

b. Has been prohibited, either permanently or temporarily, from porticipating in any pubPc works project pursuant to RSA 638:20;
c. Has previously provided false, deceptive, or fraudulent information on a vendor code number applicotion form, or any other

document submitted to the state of New Hampshire, which information was not corrected as of the time of the filng a bid.
proposal, or quotation;

d. Is currently debarred from performing work on any project of the federal government or the government of any state:
e. Has, within the past 2 yeors. failed to cure o defouti on any controct vrith the federal government or the government of any state:
f. b presently subject toony order of the deportment of tabor, the department of employment security, or any other stole

department, ogency. board, or commission, finding that the opplicont is not in compBortce with the requirements of the taws or
rules that the department, ogency. board, or commission is charged with implementing;

g. b presently subject to any sanction or penalty finally issued by the department of tabor, the department of employment security,
or any other state department, agency, board, or commission, which sanction or penolty has not been fuBy dischorged or fulfiBed;

h. b currently serving a senterK:e or is sut^'ecf to o continuing or unfulfiled penalty for any aime or violation noted in thiis section;
1. Has failed or neglected to advise the divbion of any conviction, plea of guilty, or finding relative to any crime or violation rrated in

this section, or of any debarment. within 30 days of such conviction, pleo. finding, or deborment; or
j. Has l^een placed on the debarred parties Bst described in RSA 21-1:11< within the past year.

This document shall l>e signed by a person who is authorized to legally obligate the resportding vendor. A signoture on this document
indicotes that al Stole of New Hampshire terms and conditions are accepted by the responding vendor and that any and oP other terms
end conditions submitted by the responding vendor ore nuB and void, even if such terms and conditions hove terminology to the contrary.
The responding vendor shoD obo be subject to State of New Hampshire terms and conditions as stoted on the reverse of the purchase
order.

Authorized Signer's Signature j^^\X Authorized Signer's Tttie President



Form P37-A

REQUEST FOR BID FOR LABORATORY ANALYTICAL SERVICES

FOR

THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this bid invitation is to establish a contract for Laboratory Analytical services to the State of New
Hampshire with services indicated in the SCOPE OF SERVICES and OFFER sections of this bid invitation, in
accordance with the requirements of this bid invitation and any resulting contract.

INSTRUCTIONS TO VENDOR:

Read the entire bid invitation prior to filling it out. Complete the pricing information in the "Offer" section
(detailed information on how to fill out the pricing information can be found in the "Offer" section); complete
the "Vendor Contact Information" section; and finally, fill out, and signed page one of the bid invitation.

BIDSUBMITTAL:

All bids shall be submitted on this form (or an exact copy), shall be typed or clearly printed in ink, and shall
be received on or before the date and time specified on page I of this bid under "Bid Closing". Interested
parties may submit a bid to the State of New Hampshire Bureau of Purchase and Property by email to
NH.Purchasing@DAS.NH.Gov. All bids shall be clearly marked with bid number, date due and purchasing
agent's name.

IF YOU ARE EXPERIENCING DIFFICULTIES EMAILING YOUR BID OR YOU WISH TO VERIFY

THAT YOUR BID^RESPONSE HAS BEEN RECEIVED, PLEASE CALL (603) 271-2201.

BID INQUIRIES:

Any questions, clarifications, and/or requested changes shall be submitted by an individual authorized to
commit their organization to the Terms and Conditions of this bid and shall be received in writing at the
Bureau of Purchase and Property no later than 4:00 PM on the date listed in the timeline below. Questions
shall not be submitted to anyone other than the Purchasing Agent or his/her representative. Bidders that
submit questions verbally or in writing to any other State entity or State personnel shall be found in violation
of this part and may be found non-compliant.

Questions shall be submitted by E-mail to Corrine Tatro at the following address:
Corrine.E.Tatro@das.nh.gov

I

Submissions shall clearly identify the bid Number, the Vendor's name and address and the name of the person
submitting the question.

BID DUE DATE:

All bid submissions shall be received at the Bureau of Purchase and Property no later than the date and time
shown on the transmittal letter of this bid. Submissions received after the date and time specified shall be
marked as "Late" and shall not be considered in the evaluation process.

All offers shall remain valid for a period of one hundred eighty (180) days from the bid due date. A vendor's
disclosure or distribution of bids other than to DAS, Bureau of Purchase and Property may be grounds for
disqualification.

ADDENDA:



In the event it becomes necessary to add to or revise any part of this bid prior to the scheduled submittal date,
the NH Bureau of Purchase and Property shall post on our web site any Addenda. Before your submission and
periodically prior to the RFB closing, Vendors are required to check the site for any addenda or other
materials that may have been issued affecting the bid. The web site address is:
httDs://apps.das.nh.gov/bidscontracts/bids.asDx

TIMELINE:

The timeline below is provided as a general guideline and is subject to change. Unless stated otherwise,
consider the dates below a "no later than" date.

05/19/2023 Bid Solicitation distributed on or by
05/24/2023 Last day for questions, clarifications, and/or requested changes to bid
06/02/2023 2:00 PM (EST) Bid Closing
Upon G&C Approval Implementation of Contract

TERMS OF SUBMISSION:

All material received in response to this bid shall become the property of the State and shall not be returned to
the Vendor. Regardless of the Vendors selected, the State reserves the right to use any information presented in
a bid response. The content of each Vendor's bid shall become public information once a contract(s) has been
awarded.

A responding bid that has been completed and signed by your representative shall constitute your company's
acceptance of all State of New Hampshire terms and conditions and shall legally obligate your company to these
terms and conditions.

A signed response further signifies that from the time the bid is published (bid solicitation dale and time) until a
contract is awarded, no bidder shall offer or give, directly or indirectly, any gift, expense reimbursement, or
honorarium, as defined by RSA 15-B, to any elected official, public official, public employee, constitutional
official, or family member of any such official or employee who shall select, evaluate, or award the RFB.

Furthermore, a signed response signifies that any terms and/or conditions that may be or have been submitted by
the Vendor are specifically null and void and are not a part of this bid invitation or any awarded purchase order,
even if said terms and/or conditions contain language to the contrary.

The form P-37 Contract attached hereto shall be part of this bid and the basis for the contract(s). The successful
Vendor and the State, following notification, shall promptly execute this contract form, which is to be completed
by incorporating the service requirements and price conditions established by the vendor's offer.

CHAPTER ADM 600 PROCUREMENT AND PROPERTY RULES APPLY TO AND ARE MADE A PART

HEREOF.

Complete bids shall be filled out on the original documents and format that are a part of this bid invitation.
Vendors may submit additional paperwork with pricing, but all pricing shall be on the documents provided with
this bid invitation and in the State's format.

CONTRACT TERM:

The term of the contract shall commence upon execution by the Governor & Council and shall continue thereafter
for a period of five (5) years.



The contract may be extended for up to an additional two years thereafter under the same terms, conditions and
pricing structure upon the mutual agreement between the successful Vendor and the State with the approval of the
Governor & Council.

CONTRACT AWARD:

The awards shall be made to the Vendors meeting the criteria established in this RFB and providing the lowest
cost in total/section. Expedited pricing is required, to be considered information and not for the purposes of award.
The State may award up to 4 State of New Hampshire contracts per section. The State reserves the right to reject
any or all bids or any part thereof and add/delete items/testing types to the contract.

Successful Vendors shall not be allowed to require any other type of order, nor shall the successful Vendor be
allowedto require the filling out or signing of any other document by State of New Hampshire personnel.

State reserves the right to mark any bid non-compliant for any vendor that does not meet the qualifications
requirements.

NOTIFICATION AND AWARD OF CONTRACTfSh

Bid results shall not be given by telephone. For Vendors wishing to attend the bid closing, the names of the vendors
submitting responses and pricing shall be made public. Other specific response information shall not be given out.
Bid results shall be made public after final approval of the contract(s).

Bid results may also be viewed on our website at https://apps.das.nh.gov/bidscontracts/bids,aspx.

For Vendors wishing to attend the bid closing: Names of the Vendors submitting responses and pricing shall be
made public. In lieu ofin person public bid openings the State shall conduct openings via electronic means

until further notice.

LIABILITY:

The State shall not be held liable for any costs incurred by Vendors in the preparation of bids or for work performed
prior to contract issuance.

PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF BID OR PROPOSAL SUBMISSIONS:

Generally, the full contents of any proposal (including all materials submitted in connection with it, such as
attachments, exhibits, addenda, and vendor presentations) become public information upon completion of final
contract or purchase order negotiations with the selected vendor. Certain information concerning proposals,
including but not limited to scoring, is generally available to the public even before this time, in accordance with the
provisions of NH RSA 21-G:37.

Confidential, commercial or financial information may be exempt from public disclosure under RSA 9I-A:5, IV.
Any and all information contained in or connected to a bid or proposal that a Bidder considers confidential shall be
clearly designated in the following manner:

If the Bidder considers anv portion of a submission confidential, they shall provide a separate copy of the full
and complete document, fully redacting those portions by blacking them out and shall note on the applicable
page or pages of the document that the redacted portion or portions are "confidential." Use of any other term
or method, such as stating that a document or portion thereof is "proprietary", "not for public use", or "for client's
use only", is noi acceptable. In addition to providing an additional fully redacted copy of the bid submission to the
person listed as the point of contact on Page one (I) of this document, the identified information considered to be

4



confidential must be accompanied by a separate letter slating the rationale for each item designated as confidential.
In other words, the letter must specifically state why and under what legal authority each redaction has been made.
Submissions which do not conform to these instructions by failing to include a redacted copy (if required), by failing
to include a letter specifying the rationale for each redaction, by failing to designate redactions in the manner
required by these instructions, or by including redactions which are contrary to these instructions or operative law
may be rejected by the State as not conforming to the requirements of the bid or proposal. Marking or designating an
entire proposal, attachment or section as confidential shall neither be accepted nor honored by the State. Marking
an entire bid, proposal, attachment or full sections thereof confidential without taking into consideration the public's

right to know shall neither be accepted nor honored by the State-

Notwithstanding any provision ofthis request for submission to the contrary, proposed pricing shall be subiect to

public disclosure REGARDLESS of whether or not marked as confidential.

If a request is made to the State by any person or entity to view or receive copies of any portion of a proposal, the
State will assess what information it believes is subject to release; notify the Bidder that the request has been made;
indicate what, if any, portions of the proposal or related material shall be released; and notify the Bidder of the date
it plans to release the materials. To halt the release of information by the State, a Bidder must initiate and provide to
the State, prior to the date specified in the notice, a court action in the Superior Court of the State of New
Hampshire, at its sole expense, seeking to enjoin the release of the requested information.

By submitting a proposal. Bidders acknowledge and agree that:

• The State may disclose any and all portions of the proposal or related materials which are not
marked as confidential and/or which have not been specifically explained in the letter to the person
identified as the point of contact for this RFP;

• The State is not obligated to comply with a Bidder's designations regarding confidentiality and
must conduct an independent analysis to assess the confidentiality of the information submitted in
your proposal; and

• The State may, unless otherwise prohibited by court order, release the information on the date
specified in the notice described above without any liability to a Bidder.

TERMINATION:

The State of New Hampshire shall have the right to terminate the contract at any time with a thirty (30) day
written notice to the successful Vendor.

VENDOR CERTIFICATIONS:

All Vendors shall be duly registered as a vendor authorized to conduct business in the State of New Hampshire.

•  STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE VENDOR APPLICATION: To be eligible for a contract award, a
Vendor must have a completed Vendor Application Package on file with the NH Bureau of Purchase
and Property. See the following website for information on obtaining and filing the required forms
(no fee: https://DAS.NH.Gov/Purchasing

•  NEW HAMPSHIRE SECRETARY OF STATE REGISTRATION: To be eligible for a contract award,
a Vendor that is a corporation, limited liability company, or other limited liability business entity (this
excludes sole proprietors and general partnerships) must be registered to conduct business in the Slate of
New Hampshire AND in good standing with the NH Secretary of State. Please visit the following
website to find out more about the requirements for registration with the NH Secretary of
State: https://sos.nh.gov/corporation-division/



•  CONFIDENTIALITY & CRIMINAL RECORD: If Applicable, any employee or approved
subcontractor of the Vendor who will be accessing or working with records of the State of New
Hampshire shall be required to sign a Confidentiality and Non-Disclosure Agreement and a Release of
Criminal Record Authorization Form. These forms shall be returned to the designated Slate agency
prior to commencing any work.

•  CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE:

Prior to being awarded a contract the Vendor shall be required to submit proof of comprehensive genera!
liability insurance coverage prior to performing any services for the State. The coverage shall insure
against all claims of bodily injury, death or property damage in amounts of not less than $1,000,000 per
occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregate. Coverage shall also include State ofNew Hampshire workers'
compensation insurance to the extent required by RSA Chapter 281 -A.

QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:

All Bidders must provide to supply a qualification package that includes ALL of the information below:

Bidder must demonstrate accreditations or the ability to attain accreditations, certifications or equivalent
endorsements from USEPA, other states, the Department of Defense, National Environmental Laboratory
Accreditation Program or other entities. Laboratories must hold NH ELAP certification for the analyses
requested prior to commencement of contract.

Bidder shall provide the results of performance evaluation tests that it has completed for PFAS in the last three
(3) years.

Bidder must submit a copy of their Laboratory Quality Systems Manual or a copy of the Laboratory Quality
Systems Manual for their proposed sub-contracted laboratory (including analytical Standard Operating
Procedures, particularly for performing the PFAS analyses listed in the bid request, an example of a standard
deliverables package, and a listing of standard turn-around times and communications measures taken when a
QC, detection limit, or hold time problem is encountered.
Bidders must provide performance evaluation results for sample testing completed for PFAS analyses.

Bidders must provide a statement as to whether the laboratory periodically utilizes externally supplied reference
standards for PFAS analyses for Quality Assurance/Quality Control purposes.

Bidders must provide documentation that the laboratory utilizes an analytical technique that appropriately
analyzes branched and linear isomers of PFAS (including branched PFOA and PFOS) and provide sufficient
explanatory detail.

Bidders must be able to satisfactorily demonstrate to NHDAS, NHDES, and NHDOT their capabilities to
perform all of the services listed in the SCOPE OF SERVICES and to perform these services in accordance
with NHDES time and quality requirements. Contractor should provide information on laboratory capabilities
that are unique and that might set them apart from other labs, commenting on things such as lum-around-time
(TAT), bottle drop-off response time, sample pick-up response time, special approaches to trip blank pricing,
etc.

Bidders shall provide individual bid prices for each analysis in the Offer Section, but are not required to bid for
all analyses.



Bidders shall affirmatively state their agreement to perform the requested services in accordance with the
provisions of the Slate of New Hampshire's standard contract (Form P-37) example displayed at the end of this
document.

BID PRICES:

Bid prices shall remain firm for the entire contract period and shall be in US dollars and shall include delivery
and all other costs required by this bid invitation. Special charges, surcharges (including credit card transaction
fees), or fuel charges of any kind (by whatever name) may not be added on at any time. Any and all charges
shall be built into your bid price at the time of the bid. Unless otherwise specified, prices shall be F.O.B.
DESTINATION, (included in the price bid), which means delivered to a state agency's receiving dock or other
designated point as specified in this contract or subsequent purchase orders without additional charge.
Shipments shall be made in order to arrive at the destination at a satisfactory time for unloading during receiving
hours.

Per Administrative Rule 606.01 (e) "if there is a discrepancy between the unit price and the extension price in a

response to an RFP, RFB or RFQ, the unit price shall be binding upon the vendor".

Price decreases shall become effective immediately as they become effective to the general trade or the Vendor's
best/preferred customer.

Per Administrative Rule 606.01 (e) "if there is a discrepancy between the unit price and the extension price in a
response to an RFP, RFB or RFQ, the unit price shall be binding upon the vendor".

PRICE ADJUSTMENTS:

On the anniversary date of this contract, the successful Vendor(s) may request price adjustment, either upward or
downward, keyed to the industry changes or general trade. Written notice of an impending price increase, including
substantiation for it, must be submitted in writing to Bureau of Purchase & Property, 25 Capitol Street, Rm. 102,
Concord, NH 03301, no less than thirty(30) days prior to the effective date of said price increase. The State reserves
the right to reject any price increases it deems unreasonable. If parties to the contract cannot agree on renewal
terms, it is hereby understood that the contract will be rebid.

The yearly increase for any item shall not exceed 3% and in no case shall it e.xceed the documented percentage of
increase levied on the contractor for materials purchased. Requests for price increases may only be based on
increased material prices and not on fuel costs, regulatory charges or any other t)'pe of surcharge or administrative
cost.

Contractor shall also pass on to the State any price decreases yearly with adjusted pricing also taking effect on
anniversary date.

AUDITS AND ACCOUNTING:

The successful Vendor shall allow representatives ofthe State of New Hampshire to have complete access to all
records for the purpose of determining compliance with the terms and conditions of this bid invitation and in
determining the award and for monitoring any resulting contract.

At intervals during the contract term, and prior to the termination of the contract, the successful Vendor may be
required to provide a complete and accurate accounting of all products and quantities ordered by each agency and
institution and by political sub-divisions and authorized non-profit organizations. j

ESTIMATED USAGE:



The quantities indicated in the offer section of this bid invitation are an estimate only for the Stale of New
Hampshire's annual requirements. These quantities are indicated for informational purposes only and shall not be
considered minimum or guaranteed quantities, nor shall they be considered maximum quantities. These quantities
do not include any eligible participant usage.

USAGE REPORTING:

The successfial Vendor shall be required to submit a quarterly and annual usage report for analysis for each state
agency or eligible participant. Reports are due no later than 30 days after each end of each calendar quarter Bureau
of Procurement Services, Corrine Tatro and sent electronic to Corrine.E.Tatro@das.nh.gov. At a minimum, the
Report shall include:

•  Contract Number

•  Utilizing Agency and Eligible Participant
•  Services/Products Purchased (showing the manufacturer, item, part number, and the final cost.)

•  Recycling documentation with respect to content used in the manufacture, development and distribution
process of goods and services sold. This report shall include but not be limited to:

o  Percentage of recycled materials contained within finished products
o  Percentage of waste recycled throughout the manufacturing process
o Types and volume of packaging used for transport
o Any associated material avoided and/or recycled as applicable under contract
o A standardized reporting form will,be provided after contract award

•  Total Cost of all Services/Products Purchased. Ability to sort by agency/eligible participant.

•  Preferred in Excel format

ESTABLISHMENT OF ACCOUNTS:

Each State of New Hampshire agency shall have its own individual customer account number. There may also be

instances where divisions or bureaus within an agency will need their own individual customer account numbers.
Should any Slate of New Hampshire agency place an order under the contract, the successful Vendor agrees to
establish an account within three business days from the date the order is placed. However, there shall be no delay in
any shipment; the agency shall receive the items ordered in accordance with the delivery time required under this bid
invitation, as if an account already exists for the agency.

ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS:

Political sub-divisions (counties, cities, towns, school districts, special district or precinct, or any other governmental
organization), or any nonprofit agency under the provisions of section 501c of the federal internal revenue code, are
eligible to participate under this contract whenever said sub-division or nonprofit agency so desires. These entities
are autonomous and may participate at their sole discretion. In doing so, they are entitled to the prices established
under the contract. However, they are solely responsible for their association with the successful Vendor. The State
of New Hampshire assumes no liability between the successful Vendor and any of these entities.

PAYMENT:

Payment method (P-Card or ACH). Payments shall be made via ACH or Procurement Card (P-card =
Credit Card) unless otherw ise specified by the State of New Hampshire. Use the following link to enroll
with the State Treasury for ACH payments: https://www.nh.gov/treasurv/state-vendors/index.htm Eligible
participants shall negotiate their own payment methods with the successful Vendor.

INVOICING:

Invoices shall be submitted to the corresponding State agency after completion of work.

TERMS OF PAYMENT:
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Payment shall be made in full within thirty (30) days after receipt of the invoice and acceptance of the
corresponding goods and/or services to the State's satisfaction.

VENDOR RESPONSIBILITY:

The successful Vendor shall be solely responsible for meeting all terms and conditions specified in the bid, and
any resulting contract.

All State of New Hampshire bid invitations and addenda to such bid invitations are advertised on our website
at: hUDs://aDDS.das.nh.sov/bidscontracls/bids.asDX

It is a prospective Vendor's responsibility to access our website to determine any bid invitation under which the
Vendor desires to participate, it is also the Vendor's responsibility to access our website for any posted
addenda.

The website is updated several limes per day; it is the responsibility of the prospective Vendor to access the
website frequently to ensure that no bidding opportunity or addendum is overlooked.

It is the prospective Vendor's responsibility to forward a signed copy of any addendum requiring the Vendor's
signature to the Bureau of Purchase and Property with the bid response.

In preparation of a bid response, the prospective Vendor shall:
•  Provide pricing information as indicated in the "Offer" section; and
•  Provide all other information required for the bid response (if applicable); and
•  Complete the "Vendor Contact Information" section; and
•  Complete the company information on the "Transmittal Letter" page, and sign under penally of

unsworn falsification in the space provided on that page.

It is the responsibility of the Vendor to maintain any awarded contract and New Hampshire Vendor
Registration with up to date contact information.

Contract specific contact information (Sales contact, Contractor contract manager, etc.) shall be sent to the
State's Contracting Office listed in Box 1.9 of Form P-37.

Additionally, all updates i.e., telephone numbers, contact names, email addresses, W9, tax identification
numbers are required to be current through a formal electronic submission to the Bureau of Purchase and
Property at: https://www.das.nh.gov/Durchasing/vendorresources.aspx

IF AWARDED A CONTRACT:

The successful Vendor shall complete the following sections of the attached Agreement State of New
Hampshire Form #P-37:
Section 1.3 Contractor Name

Section 1.4 Contractor Address

Section 1. 11 Contractor Signature
Section 1.12 Name & Title of Contractor Signatory (if Vendor Is not a sole proprietor)

•  Provide certificate of insurance indicating the coverage amounts required by Section 14 of the Form
Number P-37.

•  Provide proof of sufficient workers' compensation insurance coverage or evidence of exemption from
RSA Chapter 81 -A.



•  If the successful Vendor is a corporation, limited liability company, or other limited liability business
entity, then provide a certificate of good standing issued by the NH Secretary of State or, for a newly
incorporated, formed, or registered entity, a copy of the appropriate registration document certified by
the NH Secretary of Slate.

SPECIFICATIONS:

Complete specifications required are detailed in the SCOPE OF SERVICES section of this bid invitation. In
responding to the bid invitation, the prospective Vendor shall address all requirements for information as
outlined herein.

SITE VISITATION:

Prior to bidding, it is each Vendor's responsibility to become thoroughly familiar with the sites of the intended
service, to determine everything necessary to accomplish the services. Failure of the Vendor to make a site visit
does not relieve the Vendor of responsibility to fully understand what is necessar>' to accomplish a successful
and complete services.

SCOPE OF SERVICES:

1. Vendor shall supply all labor, tools, transportation, materials, equipment and permits as necessary and
required to perform services as described herein.

2. Vendor shall provide Laboratory Analytical Services available to all State Agencies and other eligible
participants. Eligible participants include political sub-divisions (counties, cities, towns, school districts,
special district or precinct, or any other governmental organization), or any nonprofit agency under the
provisions of section 501 c of the federal internal revenue code, are eligible to participate under this
contract whenever said sub-division or nonprofit agency so desires. These entities are autonomous and
may participate at their sole discretion. In doing so, they are entitled to the prices established under the
contract. However, they are solely responsible for their association with the successful Vendor. The
State of New Hampshire assumes no liability between the successful Vendor and any of these entities.

3. The contractor or contractor's sub-contracted laboratory (from here forward in this document,
"contractor" will include "contractor's sub-contracted laboratory", if any, as well) shall, at the request of
the client, perform analytical services, as necessary, to identify and quantify' to.xic substances, hazardous
constituents, or hazardous characteristics in aqueous, sediment, air, soil, solid waste, hazardous waste,
wastewater, sludge, septage, or leachate samples.

4. The contractor shall perform all analyses requested by the client. If the contractor's laboratory sample

capacity precludes the contractor from analyzing the requested samples within hold times, the
contractor, upon client approval, may sub-contract the samples to another qualified laboratory for
analysis at no additional cost to the client.

5. The contractor shall provide materials such as sample containers, coolers, preservatives, sample
container labels, chain-of-custody forms, field blanks, trip blanks, and air sampling media for collecting
the samples. The containers shall be clean and conform to the EPA quality control requirements and
procedures, including preservation in accordance with applicable methodology. When requesting
sampling equipment, the client will specify the number of trip blanks and field blanks required (i.e., such
blanks may not be required by the client even if the analytical method requires them).
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6. A chain-of-custody form, completed by the client acts as the work order for laboratory analytical
services, specifying the analyses to be performed and entity(-ies) to whom the results and invoice shall
be provided.

7. In addition to the contractor's chain-of-custody form that shall be provided for use under this contract,
the contractor shall accept chain-of-custody forms that are developed by the client.

8. The contractor shall follow and maintain industry standard chain-of-custody procedures.

9. The contractor shall provide as-needed consultation and technical support on collection methods and
interpretation of reports at no additional cost to the client.

10. The contractor shall pick up samples using their courier upon request by the client at no additional cost
to the client. Alternatively, the contractor may provide pre-paid, overnight, FedEx shipping labels and
all other necessary materials at no additional cost. The client shall prepare shipping containers for

shipment (includes packaging, necessary preservation, ice packs, custody seals and completion of
shipping documents.) Sample transport shall be in iced containers and follow all EPA protocols for

sample transport, including custody seals and chain-of-custody.

1 1. Within two business days following receipt of samples by the contractor and upon logging the samples
into the contractor's laboratory information management system, the contractor shall provide a log-in
summary via email to the applicable client project manager that includes, at a minimum, the sample
names, collection date & time, sample matrix, and analyses, as entered into the laboratory information
management system.

12. The contractor shall provide the client with a complete written report of its analyses as required under the
scope of work to be performed. Analytical reports shall be formatted in accordance with The NELAC
institute (TNI) standards. Written laboratory reports shall be prepared by the contractor and sent
electronically, i.e., via email, in Adobe PDF format along with an electronic data deliverable in Microsoft
Excel format to the client within five business days after completion of the sample analyses. The
Microsoft Excel format is to be that which is compatible with the NHDES Environmental Monitoring
Database (EMD) reporting template. The Excel template can be found on the NHDES website.

13. Contractor shall become an authorized data provider with NHDES OneStop and provide all electronic
data deliverables in a Microsoft Excel format that is compatible with the NHDES EMD reporting template.
Data shall be uploaded to the NHDES EMD by the laboratory and the PDF version of the lab report shall
be electronically submitted, i.e., via email, within ten working days after completion of the sample
analyses. The Microsoft Excel documents that are used to upload data must not contain any abbreviations,
omissions, or alterations of the information provided by the client to the contractor on the chain-of-custody
form. The Excel template can be found on the NHDES website.

14. When the sample is related to a public water system, as will be indicated by the chain of custody, the
contractor shall, instead of uploading to the NHDES EMD, become a NHDES data provider and upload
data electronically to the NHDES Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau (DWGB) database using the
electronic transfer application. This database has different requirements and procedures than reporting
data into the EMD, which is used to house data not related to public water systems. An electronic data
deliverable reported to DWGB for a public water system is considered to fulfill the electronic data
deliverable reporting requirements to EMD as specified in item 1 1, above. For more information on the
DWGB database please contact NHDES at (603) 271-3139.
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15. Unless otherwise specified or requested by the client as expedited, the standard turnaround time for
analysis and reporting of results shall be not more than 15 business days, sections 1, 2, & 3 offer sheet and
10 business days, section 4 offer sheet from the date of contractor receipt of the samples as documented
on the corresponding chain-of-custody form.

16. The contractor shall perform expedited analyses on certain samples, as determined by the client. For 24-
hour turn-around, verbal results are acceptable but shall be followed by e-mailed written reports within
three business days of receipt of such samples. For 3-day turn-around, e-mailed written reports within
three business days of receipt of such samples are required.

17. The contractor shall retain and store samples at 4°C until such time as they are disposed in accordance
with method hold times and established laboratory policy, unless specifically requested by the client to
retain samples for a longer period of time or return samples to the client under chain-of-custody. The
contractor shall be responsible for the disposal of samples at no additional cost to the client. Such
disposal shall be conducted in accordance with all applicable federal and state regulations adopted

pursuant to the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and NH RSA 147-A (for contractors
located in New Hampshire) or applicable statutes in the contract laboratory's home state.

18. The contractor shall perform all Quality Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) measures as per the
requested method and per TNI standards. Full documentation of QA/QC is not required with the final
data package unless specified by the client in advance of sample submission.

19. The contractor shall make available QA/QC data at the request of the client. This information must be
retrievable from the contractor's Laboratory Information Management System for a period not less than
five years and be available at no additional cost to the client for inspection at any time by the client. The
contractor shall be subject to any Quality Assurance/Quality Control audits and inspections by the client.
The contractor shall provide clarifications and details on analytical methods and reported data, as
requested by the client.

20. The contractor shall report results for all analytes listed by the methodology listed and to the reporting
limits specified therein.

21. The client requires that the contractor or contractor's sub-contracted laboratory is capable of analyzing
PFAS samples by the following analytical methods/approaches, with the minimum analyte lists shown
in Attachment 1 :

a. USEPA Method 537.1

b. USEPA Method 533

c. USEPA Draft Method 1633, Analysis of Per- and PolyfluoroalkyI Substances (PFAS) in Aqueous,
Solid, Biosolids, and Tissue Samples by LC-MS/MS, June 2022, or later

For each method, reported PFAS results must include the long name and abbreviated name of the
compound analyzed and associated CAS number on written and HDD reports.

Reported PFAS results shall be to 3 significant figures.

Reporting limits for PFOA, PFOS, PFNA, PFHxS, PFBS, and HFPO-DA (GenX) in aqueous drinking
water samples should not exceed 2 ng/L. Reporting limits for PFOA, PFOS, PFNA, PFHxS, PFBS, and
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HFPO-DA (GenX) in solid samples should not exceed 0.5 pg/kg. Reporting limits for the other PFAS
should be as close to these limits as possible.

22. The contractor shall report estimated "J-Flag" detection values for all analyzed compounds down to the
lowest detection limit achievable by the equipment used to process the sample. The contractor shall
report both the reporting limits and the method detection limits in the written and electronic data
deliverables.

23. Field blanks are not required even if the analytical method requires a field blank for each sample.

24. The contractor or subcontractor must be New Hampshire NELAP accredited for the PFAS analytical
methods that meet the requirements summarized herein.

25. The contractor shall credit the client if samples are broken by the laboratory, not processed within
analytical hold times, and/or fail laboratory QA/QC.

26. On occasion, the client may require additional analyses for constituents or methods not listed in Exhibit
A. Upon request, the contractor may be asked to provide these analyses at a negotiated cost. The client
reserves the right to specify a sub-contract laboratory for such analyses during the contract period.

27. All invoices must be submitted showing quantities and unit prices. Payment will be made no later than
30 days af^er completion of services or after an invoice has been received at the client's business office,
whichever is later. Invoicing shall be no more frequently than once per week and no less frequently than
once per month and include costs for all samples analyzed, itemized per lab ID number, for the
respective period.

28. When requested bv the client, analytical reports shall be issued separately despite possibly being listed
on the same chain-of-custody. However, they shall be aggregated for the puipose of invoicing as
described in item 25 above.

29. The Contractor will upon request, perform testing in accordance with methods set forth in the New
Hampshire Code of Administrative Rules (NHCAR) and the United States Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR), specifically 40 CFR 261.22 thru .24 RCRA Waste Determination, pursuant to the wastes being
tested.

30. The Contractor will, upon request, perform other Environmental Testing as necessary, in accordance
with the State and Federal regulations.

31. Normal performance: The Contractor will provide all materials and equipment as specified in the
Contractors Proposal following a request for analysis.
The Contractor will perform the analytical services requested within 15 business days from laboratory
receipt of samples for testing described in offer sheet sections 1-3 and 10 business days from laboratory
receipt of samples for testing described in offer sheet section 4 and provide a full set of test results and
chain of custody documentation.

32. Expedited Performance: The Contractor will provide all materials and equipment As specified in the
Contractors proposal following a request for analysis.
The Contractor will perform the analytical services requested within 3 business days from laboratory
receipt of samples (except when circumstances ofthe test require analysis over time, i.e. BOD) and
provide a full set of test results and chain of custody documentation.
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33. Relative to offer sheet section 4:

A. The test result report will include at a minimum the following items:

Generator name,

Name and address of the facility,
Sample number or name of the waste being tested,
Date of the sampling and testing.
Characteristic or name of constituents being tested for,
The Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS) number of the constituent(s) being tested for
Analysis method number used,
Minimum detection level for toxic constituents in parts per million (ppm)
Reference to wet or dry weight.
Results (results for toxic constituents will be reported in ppm, results for characteristic of

ignitability will be reported in degrees Fahrenheit, results for characteristic of corrosivity will be
reported in pH, result
•  s for characteristic of reactivity will be reported in parts per million),
•  Results for Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons and Oil & Grease will be reported in ppm
•  Regulatory Level/Maximum contaminate level.
•  Subcontractor name (if applicable).

Individual test reports shall be provided for each sample number or name.

B. The Contractor will report the characteristic of ignitability (Flash point) up to 200 degrees
Fahrenheit.

Toxic characteristic waste constituents will be reported to a detection level equal to the regulatory limit
established in NFICAR Wm-Env 403.06 (d) or as practical as possible based on the sample type.

Total Halogens will be analyzed to the nearest 100 ppm, with a detection level less than 1000 ppm.

All other samples will be reported to a detection level equal to the order of magnitude of the regulatory limit
as established by the appropriate analysis method.

Additional Requirements:

Unless otherwise stated in the Scope of Services, all services performed under this Contract(s) shall be
performed between the hours of 7:30 A.M- and 4:00 P.M. for State business days, unless other arrangements are
made in advance with the State. Any deviation in work hours shall be pre-approved by the Contracting Officer.
The State requires ten-day advance knowledge of said work schedules to provide security and access to
respective work areas. No premium charges shall be paid for any off-hour work.

The Vendor shall not commence work until a conference is held with each agency, at which representatives of
the Vendor and the State are present. The conference shall be arranged by the requesting agency (State).

The State shall require correction of defective work or damages to any part of a building or its appurtenances
when caused by the Vendor's employees, equipment or supplies. The Vendor shall replace in satisfactory
condition all defective work and damages rendered thereby or any other damages incurred. Upon failure of the
Vendor to proceed promptly with the necessary corrections, the State may withhold any amount necessary to
correct all defective work or damages from payments to the Vendor.

14



The work staff shall consist of qualified persons completely familiar with the products and equipment they shall
use. The Contracting Officer may require the Vendor to dismiss from the work such employees as deems
incompetent, careless, insubordinate, or otherwise objectionable, or whose continued employment on the work is
deemed to be contrary to the public interest or inconsistent with the best interest of security and the State.

The Vendor or their personnel shall not represent themselves as employees or agents of the State.

While on State property, employees shall be subject to the control of the State, but under no circumstances shall
such persons be deemed to be employees of the State.

All personnel shall observe all regulations or special restrictions in effect at the State Agency.

The Vendor's personnel shall be allowed only in areas where services are being performed. The use of State
telephones is prohibited.

If sub-contractors are to be utilized, please include information regarding the proposed sub-contractors
including the name of the company, their address, contact person and three references for clients they are
currently servicing. Approval by the State must be received prior to a sub-contractor starting any work.

WARRANTY REQUIREMENTS:

The successful Vendor shall be required to provide warranties on all equipment provided by the Vendor for a
period of not less than one (1) year or the manufacturer's standard warranty period, whichever is greater,
commencing on the date that the equipment is received, inspected, and accepted by the State of New Hampshire.
The warranty shall cover 100% of repair or replacement costs, including all parts, shipping, labor, travel,
lodging, and expenses.

OBLIGATIONS AND LIABILITY OF THE VENDOR:

The successful Vendor shall perform all work and furnish all materials, tools, equipment and safety devices
necessary to perform the requested services in the manner and within the time hereinafter specified. The Vendor
shall provide said services to the satisfaction of the State and in accordance with the specifications and at the
price set forth herein. All work to be performed and all equipment to be furnished pursuant to the Scope of
Services included herein shall be performed and furnished in strict accordance with the specifications included
herein, the terms of any contract awarded as a result of this solicitation, any associated contract drawings, and
the directions of State representatives as may be given from time to time while the work is in progress.

The successful Vendor shall take full responsibility for the work to be performed pursuant to the Scope of
Services included herein; for the protection of said work; and for preventing injuries to persons and damage to
property and utilities on or about said work. The Vendor shall in no way be relieved of such responsibility by
any authority of the State to give permission or issue orders relating to any part of the work, by any such
permission given or orders issued, or by any failure of the State to give such permission or issue such orders.
The successful Vendor shall bear all losses accruing to the Vendor as a result of the amount, quality, or character
of the work required, or because the nature or characteristics of the work location is different from what the
Vendor estimated or expected, or due to delays or other complications caused by the weather, elements, or other
natural causes.

The successful Vendor agrees that any damage or injury to any buildings, materials, equipment, or other property
resulting from the Vendor's performance of the requested services shall be repaired at the Vendor's own expense
so that such buildings, materials, equipment, or other property are satisfactorily restored to their prior condition.

NON-EXCLUSIVE CONTRACT
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Any resulting Contract from this RFB will be a non-exclusive Contract. The Slate reserves the right, at its
discretion, to retain other Contractors to provide any of the Services or Deliverables identified under this
procurement or make an award by item, part or portion of an item, group of items, or total Proposal.

Disaster Recovery

Do you provide emergency preparedness plan to aid the State during an emergency or disaster recovery with
specifics as to response time, availability of supplies and goods and services offered? Yes or ̂ o)

If yes, please include hard copy and/or link to website for further information. This information is not
considered part of award criteria and is considered informational only.

VENDOR^S BALANCE OF PRODUCT LINE ITEMS

The items in the Offer Section include the items most commonly purchased by State of New Hampshire
agencies, and shall be used for award purposes. During the term of contract, the State may purchase other items
that relate to the product/categories represented herein from the successful Vendor's Balance of Product Line.
All items ordered shall include ail shipping/charges as specified above in "Bid Prices".

OFFER:

The bidder offers to sell to the state of New Hampshire the commodities or services indicated at the price or
prices quoted and in compliance with the requirements and specifications of the bid.

Offer Sheet RFB 2758-23 Attachment B

VENDOR CONTACT INFORMATION:

Please provide contact information below for a person knowledgeable of and who can answer questions
regarding^ this bid response.

Susan C. Sylvester 603-436-2001 We are local
Contact Person Local Telephone Number Toll Free Telephone Number

_sues@absoluteresourceassociates.com www.absoluteresourceassociates.com
E-mail Address Company Website

Absolute Resource Associates, LLC
124 Heritage Avenue Unit 16, Portsmouth, NH 03801
Vendor Companv Name Vendor Address

DELIVERY LOCATIONS:

The following are the current State of New Hampshire agency/institution locations which, ifyou are awarded a
contract, you are expected to service. The State of New Hampshire reserves the right to add locations to this list at
the contract prices or to delete locations, as needed. This listing does not include any eligible participants.

If required, please see NH District Map for clarifications.
httDs;/Avww.nh.gov/dot/org/operations/highwavmaintenance/documents/DistrictEngineersMai>-

August2015.pdf
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ATTACHMENTS:

The following attachments are an integral part of this bid invitation:
Attachment A: Sample P-37 Form
Attachment B: Offer Sheet

Attachment C: PFAS Compounds List

The Bid Opening is open to the public online at the following:

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer, mobile opp or room device
Click here to loin the meeting

Meeting ID: 266 314 863 343
Passcode: boW2SQ

Download Teams | Join on the web
Join with 0 video conferencing device
nhgov@m.webex.com

Video Conference ID: 119 937 580 2

Alternate VTC instructions

Or coll In (audio only)

+ 1 603-931-4944..8239841 12# United States, Concord

Phone Conference ID: 823 984 1 12#

Find 0 local number | Reset PIN
Leorn More | Meeting ootions
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AHACHMENT A

SAMPLE FORM TO BE COMPLETED UPON AWARD

FORM NUMBER P-37 (version 2/23/2023)

Notice: This agreement and all of its attachments shall become public upon submission to Governor and
Executive Council for approval. Any information that is private, confidential or proprietary must
be clearly identified to the agency and agreed to in writing prior to signing the contract.

AGREEMENT

The State of New Hampshire and the Contractor hereby mutually agree as follows:

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. IDENTIFICATION.

1.1 state Agency Nome 1.2 State Agency Address

1.3 Contractor Nome 1.4 Contractor Address

1.5 Contractor Phone

Number

1.6 Account Unit and

Class

1.7 Completion Dote 1.8 Price Limitation

1.9 Contracting Officer for State Agency 1 .lOStote Agency Telephone Number

1 .1 1 Contractor Signature

Date:

1.12 Nome and Title of Contractor Signatory

1.13 State Agency Signature

Date:

1.14 Name and Title of State Agency Signatory

1.15 Approval by the N.H. Department of Administration. Division of Personnel (if applicable)

By: Director, On:

1.16 Approval by the Attorney General (Form. Substance and Execution) (if applicable)

By: On:

1.17 Approval by the Governor and Executive Council (if applicable)

G&C Item number: G&C Meeting Date:
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2. SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED. The State of New

Hampshire, acting through the agency identified in
block 1.1 ("State"), engages contractor identified in
block 1.3 ("Contractor") to perform, and the
Contractor shall perform, the work or sole of goods, or
both, identified and more particularly described in the
attached EXHIBIT B which is incorporated herein by
reference ("Services").

3. EFFECTIVE DATE/COMPLETION OF SERVICES.

3.1 Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to
the contrary, and subject to the approval of the
Governor and Executive Council of the State of New

Hampshire, if applicable, this Agreement, and all
obligations of the parties hereunder, shall become
effective on the dote the Governor and Executive

Council approve this Agreement, unless no such
approval is required. In which case the Agreement shall
become effective on the dote the Agreement is signed
by the State Agency as shown in block 1.13 ("Effective
Date").
3.2 If the Contractor commences the Services prior to
the Effective Dote, all Services performed by the
Contractor prior to the Effective Dote shall be
performed at the sole risk of the Contractor, and in the
event that this Agreement does not become effective,
the State shall have no liability to the Contractor,
including without limitation, any obligation to pay the
Contractor for any costs incurred or Services
performed.
3.3 Contractor must complete all Services by the
Completion Dote specified in block 1.7.

4. CONDITIONAL NATURE OF AGREEMENT.

Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to the
contrary, all obligations of the State hereunder.
including, without limitation, the continuance of
payments hereunder, are contingent upon the
availability and continued appropriation of funds. In no
event shall the State be liable for any payments
hereunder in excess of such available appropriated
funds. In the event of a reduction or termination of

appropriated funds by any state or federal legislative or
executive action that reduces, eliminates or otherwise

modifies the appropriation or availability of funding for
this Agreement and the Scope for Services provided in
EXHIBIT B. in whole or in port, the State shall have the
right to withhold payment until such funds become
available, if ever, and shall have the right to reduce or
terminate the Services under this Agreement
immediately upon giving the Contractor notice of such
reduction or termination. The State shall not be

required to transfer funds from any other account or
source to the Account identified in block 1.6 in the

event funds in that Account ore reduced or

unavailable.

5. CONTRACT PRICE/PRICE LIMITATION/ PAYMENT.

5.1 The contract price, method of payment, and terms
of payment are identified and more particularly
described in EXHIBIT C which Is incorporated herein by
reference.

5.2 Notwithstanding any provision in this Agreement to
the contrary, and notwithstanding unexpected
circurnstances. in no event shall the total of all

payments authorized, or actually made hereunder,
exceed the Price Limitation set forth in block 1.8. The

payment by the State of the contract price shall be the
only and the complete reimbursement to the
Contractor for all expenses, of whatever nature

incurred by the Contractor in the performance hereof,
and shall be the only and the complete compensation
to the Contractor for the Services.

5.3 The State reserves the right to offset from any
amounts otherwise payable to the Contractor under
this Agreement those liquidated amounts required or
permitted by N.H. RSA 80:7 through RSA 80:7-c or any
other provision of low.
5.4 The State's liability under this Agreement shall be
limited to monetary damages not to exceed the total
fees paid. The Contractor agrees that it has an
adequate remedy at law for any breach of this
Agreement by the State and hereby waives any right
to specific performance or other equitable remedies
against the State.

6. COMPUANCE BY CONTRACTOR WITH LAWS AND

REGULATIONS/EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY.

6.) In connection with the performance of the Services,
the Contractor shall comply with all applicable statutes,
laws, regulations, and orders of federal, state, county or
municipal authorities which impose any obligation or
duty upon the Contractor, including, but not limited to,
civil rights and equal employment opportunity laws and

the Governor's order on Respect and Civility in the
Workplace, Executive order 2020-01. In addition, if this
Agreement is funded in any part by monies of the
United States, the Contractor shall comply with all
federal executive orders, rules, regulations and statutes,
and with any rules, regulations and guidelines as the
State or the United States issue to implement these
regulations. The Contractor shall also comply with all
applicable intellectual property lows.
6.2 During the term of this Agreement, the Contractor
shall not discriminate against employees or applicants
for employment because of age, sex, sexual
orientation, race, color, marital status, physical or
mental disability, religious creed, notional origin,
gender identity, or gender expression, and will take
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affirmative action to prevent such discrimination, unless
exempt by state or federal law. The Contractor shall
ensure any subcontractors comply with these
nondiscrimination requirements.
6.3 No payments or transfers of value by Contractor or
its representatives in connection with this Agreement
have or shall be made which have the purpose or
effect of public or commercial bribery, or acceptance
of or acquiescence in extortion, kickbacks, or other
unlavrful or improper means of obtaining business.
6.4. The Contractor agrees to permit the State or United
States access to any of the Contractor's books, records
and accounts for the purpose of ascertaining
compliance with this Agreement and all rules,
regulations and orders pertaining to the covenants,
terms and conditions of this Agreement.

7. PERSONNEL

7.1 The Contractor shall at its own expense provide all
personnel necessary to perform the Services. The
Contractor warrants that all personnel engaged in the
Services shall be qualified to perform the Services, and
shall be properly licensed and otherwise authorized to
do so under all applicable laws.
7.2 The Contracting Officer specified in block 1.9, or any
successor, shall be the State's point of contact
pertaining to this Agreement.

8. EVENT OF DEFAULT/REMEDIES.

8.1 Any one or more of the following acts or omissions
of the Contractor shall constitute an event of default

hereunder ("Event of Default"):
8.1.1 failure to perform the Services satisfactorily or on
schedule:

8.1.2 failure to submit any report required hereunder;
and/or

8.1.3 failure to perform any other covenant, term or
condition of this Agreement.
8.2 Upon the occurrence of any Event of Default, the
State may take any one. or more, or all, of the following
actions:

8.2.1 give the Contractor a written notice specifying the
Event of Default and requiring it to be remedied within,
in the absence of a greater or lesser specification of
time, thirty (30) calendar days from the date of the
notice: and if the Event of Default is not timely cured,

terminate this Agreement, effective two (2) calendar
days after giving the Contractor notice of termination:
8.2.2 give the Contractor a written notice specifying the
Event of Default and suspending all payments to be
made under this Agreement and ordering that the
portion of the contract price which would otherwise
accrue to the Contractor during the period from the
date of such notice until such time as the State

determines that the Contractor has cured the Event of

Default shall never be paid to the Contractor:
8.2.3 give the Contractor a written notice specifying the
Event of Default and set off against any other
obligations the State may owe to the Contractor any
damages the State suffers by reason of any Event of
Default: and/or

8.2.4 give the Contractor a v^tten notice specifying the
Event of Default, treat the Agreement as breached,
terminate the Agreement and pursue any of its
remedies at law or in equity, or both.

9. TERMINATION.

9.1 Notwithstanding paragraph 8. the State may. at its
sole discretion, terminate the Agreement for any
reason, In whole or in port, by thirty (30) calendar days

written notice to the Contractor that the State is

exercising its option to terminate the Agreement.
9.2 In the event of on early termination of this
Agreement for any reason other than the completion
of the Services, the Contractor shall, at the State's

discretion, deliver to the Contracting Officer, not later
than fifteen (15) calendar days after the date of
termination, a report ("Termination Report") describing
in detail all Services performed, and the contract price
earned, to and including the date of termination. In
addition, at the State's discretion, the Contractor shall,

within fifteen (15) calendar days of notice of early
termination, develop and submit to the State a
transition plan for Services under the Agreement.

10. PROPERTY OWNERSHIP/DISCLOSURE.

10.1 As used in this Agreement, the word "Property"
shall mean all data, information and things developed
or obtained during the performance of. or acquired or
developed by reason o^ this Agreement, including, but
not limited to. all studies, reports, files, formulae, surveys,
maps, charts, sound recordings, video recordings,
pictorial reproductions, drawings, analyses, graphic
representations, computer programs, computer
printouts, notes, letters, memoranda, papers, and
documents, all whether finished or unfinished.

10.2 All data and any Property which has been
received from the State, or purchased with funds
provided for that purpose under this Agreement, shall
be the property of the State, and shall be returned to
the State upon demand or upon termination of this
Agreement for any reason.
10.3 Disclosure of data, information and other records

shall be governed by N.H. RSA chapter 91-A and/or
other applicable law. Disclosure requires prior written
approval of the State.

11. CONTRACTOR'S RELATION TO THE STATE. In the

performance of this Agreement the Contractor is in ail
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respects an independent contractor, and Is neither on
agent nor on employee of the State. Neither the
Contractor nor any of its officers, employees, agents or
members shall have authority to bind the State or
receive any benefits, worlcers' compensation or other
emoluments provided by the State to its employees.

12. ASSIGNMENT/DELEGATION/SUBCONTRACTS.

12.1 Contractor shall provide the State v^ritten notice at
least fifteen (15) calendar days before any proposed
assignment, delegation, or other transfer of any interest
in this Agreement. No such assignment, delegation, or
other transfer shall be effective without the written

consent of the State.

12.2 For purposes of paragraph 12. a Change of Control
shall constitute assignment. "Change of Control"
means (a) merger, consolidation, or a transaction or
series of related transactions in which a third party,
together with its affiliates, becomes the direct or
indirect owner of fifty percent (50%) or more of the
voting shares or similar equity interests, or combined
voting power of the Contractor, or (b) the sole of all or
substantially all of the assets of the Contractor.
12.3 None of the Services shall be subcontracted by the
Contractor without prior written notice and consent of
the State.

12.4 The State is entitled to copies of all subcontracts
and assignment agreements and shall not be bound by
any provisions contained in a subcontract or on
assignment agreement to which it is not a party.

13. INDEMNIFICATION. The Contractor shall indemnify,
defend, and hold harmless the State, its officers, and

employees from and againsf all actions, claims,
damages, demands, judgments, fines, liabilities, losses,
and other expenses, including, without limitation,
reasonable attorneys' fees, arising out of or relating to
this Agreement directly or indirectly arising from death,
personal injury, property damage, intellectual property
infringement, or other claims asserted against the State,
its officers, or employees caused by the acts or
omissions of negligence, reckless or willful misconduct,
or fraud by the Contractor, its employees, agents, or
subcontractors. The State shall not be liable for any

costs incurred by the Contractor arising under this
paragraph 13. Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing
herein contained shall be deemed to constitute a

waiver of the State's sovereign immunity, which
Immunity is hereby reserved to the State. This covenant
in paragraph 13 shall survive the termination of this
Agreement.

14.1 The Contractor shall, at its sole expense, obtain
and continuously maintain in force, and shall require
any subcontractor or assignee to obtain and maintain
in force, the fdlov^ng insurance:
14.1 .1 commercial general liability insurance against all
claims of bodily injury, death or property damage, in
amounts of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence
and $2,000,000 aggregate or excess; and
14.1.2 special cause of loss coverage form covering all
Property subject to subporagroph 10.2 herein, in an
amount not less than 80% of the whole replacement
value of the Property.
14.2 The policies described in subporagroph 14.1 herein
shall be on policy forms and endorsements approved
for use in the State of New Hampshire by the N.H.
Department of Insurance, and issued by insurers
licensed in the State of New Hampshire.
14.3 The Contractor shall furnish to the Contracting
Officer identified in block 1.9. or any successor, a
certificate(s) of insurance for all insurance required
under this Agreement. At the request of the
Contracting Officer, or any successor, the Contractor
shall provide certificate(s) of insurance for all renewals)
of insurance required under this Agreement. The
certificate(s) of insurance and any renewals thereof
shall be attached and are incorporated herein by
reference.

15. WORKERS' COMPENSATION.

15.1 By signing this agreement, the Contractor agrees,
certifies and warrants that the Contractor is in

compliance with or exempt from, the requirements of
N.H. RSA chapter281-A ("Workers' Compensof/on").
15.2 To the extent the Contractor is subject to the
requirements of N.H. RSA chapter 281-A. Contractor
shall maintain, and require any subcontractor or
assignee to secure and maintain, payment of Workers'
Compensation in connection with activities which the
person proposes to undertake pursuant to this
Agreement. The Contractor shall furnish the
Contracting Officer identified in block 1.9, or any
successor, proof of Workers' Compensation in the
manner described in N.H. RSA chapter 281-A and any
applicable renewal (s) thereof, which shall be attached
and are incorporated herein by reference. The State
shall not be responsible for payment of any Workers'
Compensation premiums or for any other claim or
benefit for Contractor, or any subcontractor or
employee of Contractor, which might arise under
applicable State of New Hampshire Workers'
Compensation lows in connection with the
performance of the Services under this Agreement.

14. INSURANCE.

U. WAIVER OF BREACH. A State's failure to enforce its

rights with respect to any single or continuing breach of
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this Agreement shall not oct os a waiver ot the right ot
the State to later enforce any such rights or to enforce
any other or any subsequent breach.

17. NOTICE. Any notice by a party hereto to the other
party shall be deemed to have been duly delivered or
given at the time of mailing by certified mail postage
prepaid, in a United States Post Office addressed to the
parties at the addresses given in blocks 1.2 and 1.4,
herein.

18. AMENDMENT. This Agreement may be amended,
waived or discharged only by an instmment in writing
signed by the parties hereto and only after approval of
such amendment, waiver or discharge by the Governor
and Executive Council of the State of New Hampshire

unless no such approval is required under the
circumstances pursuant to State law, rule or policy.

19. CHOICE OF LAW AND FORUM.

19.1 This Agreement shall be governed, interpreted and
construed in accordance with the laws of the State ot

New Hampshire except where the Federal supremacy
clause requires otherwise. The wording used in this
Agreement is the wording chosen by the parties to
express their mutual intent, and no rule of construction
shall be applied against or in favor of any party.
19.2 Any actions arising out of this Agreement, including
the breach or alleged breach thereof, may not be
submitted to binding arbitration, but must, instead, be
brought and maintained in the Merrimack County
Superior Court of New Hampshire which shall have
exclusive jurisdiction thereof.

20. CONFLICTING TERMS. In the event of a conflict

between the terms of this P-37 form (as modified in
EXHIBIT A) and any other portion of this Agreement
including any attachments thereto, the terms of the P-
37 (as modified in EXHIBIT A) shall control.

21. THIRD PARTIES. This Agreement is being entered into
for the sole benefit of the parties hereto, and nothing
herein, express or implied, is intended to or will confer
any legal or equitable right, benefit, or remedy of any
nature upon any other person.

22. HEADINGS. The headings throughout the
Agreement ore for reference purposes only, and the
words contained therein shall in no way be held to
explain, modify, amplify or aid in the interpretation,
construction or meaning of the provisions of this
Agreement.

23. SPECIAL PROVISIONS. Additional or modifying
provisions set forth in the attached EXHIBIT A are

incorporated herein by reference.

24. FURTHER ASSURANCES. The Contractor, along with its
agents and affiliates, shall, at its own cost and expense,
execute any additional documents and take such
further actions as may be reasonably required to carry
out the provisions of this Agreement and give effect to
the transactions contemplated hereby.

25. SEVERABILITY. In the event any of the provisions of
this Agreement ore held by a court of competent
jurisdiction to be contrary to any state or federal law,
the remaining provisions of this Agreement will remain
in full force and effect.

26. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement, which may be
executed in a number of counterparts, each of which
shall be deemed an original, constitutes the entire
agreement and understanding between the parties,
and supersedes all prior agreements and
understandings with respect to the subject matter
hereof.
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Attachment B RFB 2758-23 Offer Sheet
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