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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 5 /)

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

29 HAZEN DRIVE, CONCORD, NH 03301

Lori A. Weaver
Interim Commissioner 603-271-4501 1-800-852-3345 Ext. 4501

Fax: 603-271-4827 TDD Access: 1-800-735-2964 www.dhhs.nh.gov

Pairicia M. Tilley
Director

May 30, 2023

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Authorize the Department of Heaith and Human Services, Division of Public Health
Services, to amend an existing Memorandum of Understanding {MOU) with the Department of
State (VC# 177885), Concord, NH, to continue to provide the Department with a mechanism to
financially support the Division of Vital Records Administration activities related to the National Vital
Statistics System Modernization project, by extending the completion date from July 31, 2023 to July
31, 2024 effective August 1, 2023, upon Governor and Council approval with no change to the price
limitation of $1,350,000.

The original Memorandum of Understanding was approved by Governor and Council on
February 16, 2022, (item #27).

EXPLANATION

The purpose of this request is to extend the existing MOU for the Department of Health and
Human Services to continue to provide resources to the Department of State to support the Division
of Vital Records Administration activities related to the National Vital Statistics SystemModernization
Initiative. The CDC has extended the date for use of federal funds from the initial end date of July

31, 2023 to July 31, 2024.

Vital records, particularly birth and death records, are the foundation for understanding the
health of our population. The National Vital Statistics System Data Modernization Initiative is part of
a national effort to create integrated, real-time public heaith data and vital records. This MOU
between the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of State assists the
State in moving towards faster, more automated sharing of vital statistics between the Departments
and with federal partners as allowed by RSA 5-C.

The Department will continue to monitor services by ensuring the Department of State
continues to support core data modernization infrastructure and provides periodic updates on the
progress.

Should the Governor and Council not authorize this request, the Department will be unable
to conduct instrumental upgrades to strengthen data reporting, management, and analytics across
vital records and public health systems.

Area served: Statewide.
Respectfully submitted,

o

Lori A. Weaver
Interim Commissioner

The Department of Health and Human Services' Mission is lo joun communities and families
in providing opportunilies for citizens to achieve health and independence.
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State of New Hampshire
Department of Health and Human Services
Amendment #1

This Amendment to the Data Modemization for NH Vital Records Statistics System Memorandum of
Understanding ("MOU") is by and between the State of New Hampshire, Department of Health and Human
Services ("DHHS") and the Department of State ("DOS") (referred to as “Parties").

WHEREAS, pursuant to an MOU approved by the Governor and Executive Council on February 16", 2022
(tem #27), the parties agreed to perform certain services based upon the terms and conditions specified
s in the MOU and in consideration of certain sums specified; and

- WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 2, Subsection 2.3, the MOU may be amended by mutual written
agreement at any time, subject to appropriate State approval and

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and the mutuat covenants and condmons contamed
_inthe MOU and set forth herein, the Parties hereto’ agree to amend as follows:

1. Modify Form MOU 1, Interagency Memorandum of Underslandmg Sectlon 1, General Provisions
Subsection 1.5, to read:

1.5. Furthermore, the purpose of this MOU is to set forth roles and responsibilities'.of both
the DHHS and the DOS related to collaboration on the ELC Data Modernization grant.
The funding period is August 01, 2021 - July 31, 2024 with all invoices pald by August, 31
2024,

2 Modify Form MOU 1, Interagency Memorandum of Understanding, Section 2, Term, Subsection
2.2, toread:

2.2, Duration; The duration of this MOU is, from the Effective Date through July 31, 2024,

3. Modify Form MOU 1, Interagency Memorandum of Understanding, Section 5, Payment Terms,
Section 5.1, toread:

5.1,  The maximum amount of funds available for reimbursement under this MOU from DHHS to
DOS shall net exceed $675,000 in State Fiscal Year 2022, and $675,000 in State Fiscal
Year 2023 with one hundred percent (100%) of those costs covered by funds provided by
the CDC. The DHHS will not be responsible for any expenses or costs incurred by the DOS,
in excess of the above amounts under this MOU prior to August 01, 2021, nor past the end
date of July 31, 2024.

Department of Stale A-MOU-2.0 Initiats (—q\m
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All terms and conditions of the MOU not modified by this Amendment remain In full force and effect.
. This Amendment shall be effective August 1, 2023 upon Govemor and Council approval,

IN WITNESS WH_E_REOF. the parties have set thelr hands as of the date written below,

5/24/2023
Date

CE
Dat

Departmeniof State = .
MOU-2022-DPHS-03-DATAM-01 AD1

State of New Hampshire
Department of Health and Human Services

Doculighed by
! _?dniui. M. ‘l'-“cj
Name: F M.' Tilley

Titie:

Director
State of New Hampshire
Secretary of State's office

Title: Sw ety ov ST

A-MOU-2.0

Page20f3
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The preceding Amendment, having been reviewed by this office, is approved as to form, substance and

execution. .
OFFICE OF THE ATTCRNEY GENERAL
Dowsq;udbr
5/24/2023 /74% Gunsino
iDaté — Name. WoGuarino-

Title:  Attorney

I'hereby certify that the foregoing Amendment was approved by the Governor and Executive Council of
the State of New Hampshire at the Meeting on: (date of meeting) '

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Date Name:
Title:
Department of State + £ . - AMOU-2.0

MOU-2022-DPHS- 03-0ATAM-01-AD1 Page3o0f3
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

29 HAZFN DRIVE, CONCORD, NH OJJQI
6032714501 1-800-852-3345 Ext. 4501
. Fox: 603-271-4827 TDD Access: |-800-735-2964
Patricts M. Tiley www.dhhsnh.gov
Director Mo . i

February 1, 2022

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T Sununu
and the Honorabte Council

State House _

Concord; New Hampsh!re 03301

REQUES DACTION

Aulhorize the Department.of Health and Human Services, Division of Public Health
Services, to enter into a Retrodctive Memorandum of Understanding with the New Hampshire
Department of State (VC#177885), Concord, NH, to complete aclivities related 1o the Naticnal
Vital Statistics System Modemization project, in the amount of $1,350,000, effective retroactive
to August 1, 2021, upon Governor and Council approval, through July 31, 2023, 100% Federal
Funds

: Funds are available in the following account for State Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023 and are:
anticipated to be available in State Fiscal Year 2024 upon the availability and continued -
appropriation of funds in the future operating budgel, with the authority to adjust budget line items”
within the price ltmntahon and encumbrances between state fiscal years through the Budgel Office,
if needed and jusuf'ed '

05-95-90-903010-HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SVS,
HHS; DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH BUREAU OF LABORATORY SERVICES TBD

= ::;‘:‘ﬁear'l gz':jﬁ " Class Title Job Numbar TotalAmount
2022 | 102500731 'Cmtraczsforpmg Sve 1..90183547 | ss7s ooo
72023 [1102-500731 | Contracts for Prog Svc | 90183547 | _'_5675._.000
12024 102500731 | Contracts for Prog Sve | 90183547 ' $0
Total | $1,350,000
EXPLANATION

The Department needed the Division of Vital Records Administration to begin completing

enhancements to the State’s vilal records system in August 2021 per Centers for Disease Control

. grant requirements and requested reporting metrics. This request is Retroactive because the:

Department did not have the approved funding available to support these services until January

14, 2022, The Division of Vital Records Administration is completing these required activities to

enhance the vital records system to assist the system interoperability enhancement for the Dala
Modemization project in accordance with federal and state statutes,

" The Depariment of Heq!di and Human Scrvices” Mission is to Join communities and families
in providing opportunities for citirens o ochieve heolth and independence.

-
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His Excellency, Govemor Chrisliopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Councl -
Page 20f 2

The purpose of this request is for the Department of Health and Human Sems to
“provide funding to the Department of State to suppon the Division of Vital Records _
Administration activities related to the National Vital Statistics System Modernization Iniliative.

Vital records particularly birth and death records are the foundation far understantrng
the haaith of our population. The National Vita! Statistics System Dala Modernization Initiative is
part of a national effont to create integrated, real-time public health data and vital records. This
MOU between the Department of Health and Human Services and the Department of Siate will
asstst the State in moving towards faster, more sutomated sharing of vital stathtlcs between the
Departments and with federal partners as allowed by RSA 5—C

The Deparlmenl will mionitor services by ensuring the Contraclor developed a core data
modernization infrastructure and provides penodma_lly updales on the progress.

Shoutd the Govemor and Council not authorize this fBIQl-JeSL the Department will be unable
to conduct instrumental upgrades to strengthen data reporting, management, and analytics
across vital records and public health systems.

. Area served: Statewide
~ Source of Federal Funds: Assistance Listing Number #93.323 FAIN #NUS0CK000522

; In the event that the Federal Funds become no longer available, General Funds will not
be requested lo suppon this program. .

o

) Respecﬂutly submitted,

(e . b

24BABITEDTED4SS..

Lori A. Shibinette
Commissioner
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
- THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

AND .

NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Fi

" GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1,

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

1.5.

This Memorandum of Understandmg (MOU) is between the New Hampshlre
Department of Health and Human Services |, Division of Public ‘Health Services

“(hereinafter referred to as “DHHS"), 20 Hazen Dnve Concord, NH 03301 and the New
_Hampshire Department of State , Division of Vital Records Administration (hereinafter

referred to as “DOS") 9 Ralmcalnon Way, Concord, NH 03301 (referred to as the
“Parties”).

The purpose of this MOU is to support DOS aclivities related to the National Vital
Statistics-System (NVSS) Modernization Project, using 100% federal grant funds., The

federal funds were received via CK19-1904 — COVID- 19 Supplemental Funds —'Data

Modernization -~ COVID' grant through the “Coronavirus Aid, Rélief, and Economnic
Security A& or the “CARES Act” of 2020 from’ the Centers for Disease Controf and
Prevention (CDC) to-support New Hampshire Vatal Records Statistical Data System:
modernization implementation, Modernizing the New Hampshire Vital Records
Statistical Data System will allow for faster, more automated sharing of vital statistics
between the State of New Hampshire and ‘nationat levels, including the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Nationat Center for Health Statistics (NCHS),
National  Vital Statistics Systems {NVSS) and Assocrataon of Puplic Health
Laboralories {APHL),

The DHHS is the only rec:plent of all Epidemiology and- Laboratory Capaculy (ELC) for |
Prevention and ‘Control of Emerging Infectious Disease Cooperative Agreements,
including CK19-1904 - COVID-19 Supplementdi Funds — "Data Madernization — -
COVID" grant. The DOS is a sub-recipient under this award.. The DHHS is'responsible
for.reporting financial expenditures and unliquidated obllgatrons monthly.

This MOU addresses an - important development and :mplementahon of Fast
Healthcare Inleroperabahly Resources (FHIR)-based mleroperabmty between New
Hampshlre s electronic; vital registration systems and the NCHS. Fundmg will be used
for the DOS to- complete the vital statistics modernization project;which implements
FHIR-based mteroperablllty wuth N(jHS The Parties will comply with all grant

réquirements.
Furthermore, the purpose of this MOU is to set forth roles and responmbﬂmes of bath

the. DHHS and the DOS related to; collaboration on the ELC Data Modernization grant
The funding period is August 01; 2021 - July a1, 2023 with, all mvmces pald by August

" 31,2023,

2. TERM:
2.4

2,gj.
23,

Effective date: This MOU'is retroactively effective to August 1, 2021 upon Governor
and Executwe Cournici! approval.

Duratlon The duyration of this Mou is from the Effective Date through July 31, 2023.

Madification: The Parties may modify this MQOU by mutual written agreement at any
time, subject to appropnate State approval

MOU:2022-DRPHS-03-DATAM = Page 10(6 MOU-1.Q
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Memorandum of Undérstanding Between DHHS and NH Department of State
Data Modernization for New Hampshire Vltal Records Statistics System

2.4. Termination: Either party may, al its sole dlscretion termlnate this MOU for any reason,
in whole or in part, by providing thirty (30) days wriiten notice to the other party. In the
event of an early termination of this MOU for any other reason than the completion of
services, the Department of Slate shall deliver to the DHHS, not later than thirty {30)
days after the termination, a "Termination Report” describing in detail all activities
performed and the MOU funds used up to and including the date of termination. - -

‘In the event that DO'S fails to provide the services or fulfill the prescribed outcomes
described within'this MOU, the DHHS reserves the right to immediately lermmale this
Agreement upon writlen notice.

. 3.. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
.3.1.  The DOS agrees to:

3.1.1.

31.2

Provide a draft implementation plan to lhe coC by November 5%, 2021 (90 days
after award received) o' be reviewed by NCHS and mform the DPHS when.a
draft implementation plan i$ submitted. 2

Develop a 'project plan and limeline for implementation of HL? FHIR-based

. interoperability with NCHS. The DOS will work collaboratively with NCHS to

establish a realistic timeline during the development and implementation period
to align with New Hampshire's capabilities, with a goal of having most recipients
ready, to support FHIR-based interoperability within one year of the end of the
funding penod of this project. .

Develop and maintain technical capacity and systems needed to implement
FHIR-based interoperability with NCHS and any other optronal modernization
work to be undertaken with this funding. Development will be €onducted. in a-
phased approach that aligns with the timeline each recipient has developed in
conjunction with NCHS. Development will include, but not be limited to:

3.1.3.1.  Making necessary upgrades to existing systems to support FHIR
standards-and record-level messaging.

3.1.3.2. Implementing mdarect application prodramming interfaces (APIs) to
support sending and receipt of FHIR messages. -

3.1.3.3. Engaging in testing.and piloling between recejpt Electromc Death
Registration Systém (EDRS) and NCHS., '

.3.1.3.4. Once CDC has deteimined that New Hampshire is ready for

production mteroperabil:ty between EDRS and NCHS, successfully
completing a series of tests to. demonstrate readiness before approval
gl to send NCHS data using FHIR in. production.

3. 1 3.5 Once New Hampshire has been approved Tor production, sending data
using FHIR and cease using the legacy feed.

Participate in- the NVSS Modernization Community of Practice and atlend the
monthly NVSS MOdernization Communily of Practice call. The DOS shall;

3.1.4%1., Report a list, with the topic and date’ of the NVSS Modermzatlon
Community of Practice call via CDC REDCap on a quarteily basis.

MOU-2022-DPH5-03-DATAM’ Page 206 5 MOU:0
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‘Memorandum of Understanding“BeMeen DHHS and NH Department of State
Data Modernization for New Hamipshire Vital Records Statistics System

318

3.1.6.

P

3.1.8:

3.1.4.2. Report informatjon used and knowledge gained from the call via CDC
REDCapona quarterly basis. .

Pamcrpate in Connectathon(s) or other interoperability testing even!s

3.1:5.1. Report a list of connectathons participated in, including the dates.of
the connectathon and what was being tested via CDC REDCap on a
_ quarterly basis. )
'3.1.5.2. Report progress -made and . lessons learned - during the
connectahonftesting process and whether the demonstration was
successful via COC REDCap on a.quarterly basis.

Report quarterly progress repons oh milestones in approved work plans via CDC
REDCap.

Report quarterly performance measure data or summary via CDC REDCap.

* Report annual ProgreSS reporl (APR) via CDC REDCap.

4. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH-AND HUMAN SERVICES
4.1. The DHHS agrees to:

41.1.

4122

414

418.

Administer the CDC's -‘Cooperative, Agreements of CK 19-1904 ~ COVID-19
Supplememal Furids — ‘Data Modernization - COVID' grant.

:Subject to the DOS's compliance with the terms and conditions of thls MOUV
DHHS shall transfer funds to DOS upon ke receipt of the invoices, for up 1o a
maximum of $675, 000 in SFY 2022 and $675,000 in SFY 2023. '

Serve as the Prrncrpal Investigator for the Cooperative Agreement and ensure
that the Cooperative Agreement funds budgeted for the DOS will be paid to the'
DOS through .an interagency transfer approved by Governor and Executwe‘
Council. :Such funds will énable the DOS to carry out the. identified
responsibilities of the Cooperative Agreement.

Provide access to the DOS-to the ‘Monitoring* page in the CDC REDCap for the
Data Modermzalron award for réeporting. work plan milestone pragress, .
pedgrmance measures, and other required updates

Monitor the activities of the Cooperative Agreement as outlined in. the
Cooperatlve Agreement work plan.

‘Collaborate with the DOS to oblain dala and information necessary for-
monitoring the Cooperative Agreement and developlng and wrmng any requrred
reports.

Attend .and/or pamcrpate in any CDC- requrred meetlngs trainings or

«presentations.

Ensure that progress reporting and perrormance measure requrrements as.well
as expendrtures and unquurdaled oblrgalrons requested by the CDC are provided
to the CDC.

MOU:2622.0PHS-03-DATAM Page 3ol 8 MOU-1.0
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- Memorandum of Understanding Between DHHS and NH Department of State
Data Modermzatnon for New Hampshire Vital Records Statistics System

5. PAYMENT TERMS.
5.1.° The maximum amount of funds available for relmbursemem under this MOU from
DHHS to DOS shall not exceed $675,000 in State Fiscal Year 2022, and $575,000.in
" State Fiscal Year 2023 with one hundréd percent (100%) of those costs covered by
funds pravided by the COC. The DHHS will not be responsible for any expenses or
- ¢cosls incurred by the DOS, in excess of the above amounts under this MOU prior to
- August 01 2021, nor past the end date of July 31, 2023. .

‘5.2, Payment shall be on a cost ‘reimbuisement basis for actual expenditures incurred in
the fulfiliment of this MOU, and shall be In accordance with the approved line item,

'5:.3. The DOS shall subril an invoice and supporting documents to DHHS no later than
the fifteenth (15"‘) working day of the folfowmg month. The DOS shall:

5.3.1. Ensure the invoice is presented in a form that is provided by DHHS or is
otherwise acceplable to DHHS

53.2 Ensure’ the invoice identifies and requests payment for allowable costs incurred
“ - in the previous month. -

53.3.  Provide supporting documenlatmn of allowable costs that may include, bul is not
limiited to, time sheets, payroll records, receipts for- purchases, and proof ‘of -
expendltures as applicable. .

53.4. Ensure the invoice is completed, dated and relurned to DHHS wﬂh the
supportnng documematnon far authonzed expénses,.in, order to initiate payment.

54. Inlieu 'of hard copies, all invoices with supporting documentation may be asmgned an
electronic’ s1gnaiure and emailed to, DPHSCon!racanlI:n dhhs, nh ov, or mvonces-
may be mailed to:

Financial Manager

Division of Public Héalth Services 5
Department of Health and Human Services
29 Hazén Drive

Concord, NH 03301

5.5. The DHHSShall make' payment to the DOS within thirty (30) days of, recenpt of €ach
invoice and suppofling documerilation for authonzed expenses subsequenl to
approval of the submitted invoice. ‘ :

56. The final invoice and suppomng documentatlon for authorized expenses .shall be due
‘ to DHHS no later than forty (40):days after the MOU completion date,

. 57. Notwuthstandlng any provision of this MOU to the contrary, all oblsgatnons of the DHHS
hereunder, including wittiout fimitation, the continuance of paymgnis hereunder; are
contingent upon the’availability ‘and continued appropnahon of funds. The DHHS shall
not be’ requlred to transfer funds from any other source in the event that funds from
CK19-1904 - COVID-19 Suppiemerital Funds ~'Data Modernlzataon - COVID" grant

«are reguced of become unavallable -

5.8. The Paries 'may agree in writing to changes-limited -to adjusting amounts within the
price |imitation-and ad;ustrng encumbrances.between State Fiscal Years and budgel
class lines fhrough the Budget Office,’without obtaining approval ‘of the Governor and
Executive Gouncil, if néeded and justified.

"MOLJ-2022-DPHS-03-DATAM : ; ‘Page 4 of 6 - MOU-1.0
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Memorandum of Understanding Between DHHS and NH Department of State
Data Modernization for New Hampshire Vital Records Statistics System

. 6. ITIS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED BETWEEN THE PARTIES

6.1.

6.2.

6.3:

64
6.5.
6.6.

“ construed to confer any such benefit.

6.7

6.8.

6.9.

In connection with the performance of this MOU, the'Pahies will not exchange any
confidential information of any type, including but not limited to '

6.1.1. ‘protected health information as defined in HIPAA 45 CFR Section 160.03;
6.1.2, .personally identifiable information; and
6.1.3. any type of information that may be used to determlne distinguish or trace an

individual's identity. _

in conneclron with the performance of this MOU, the DHHS and lhe DOS shall COmpIy
with RSA 5-C:9 VI, , RSA 126:24-C, and all other-applicable laws and regulallons

The DOS shall take appropriate steps to accept and expend the funds provided within
the project period as required by the CDC. in the event of an early termination of this
MOU for any other reason than the completion of services, the DOS, shall deliver to
DHHS not later than thirty (30) days after the termination, a “Termination Report™
descnbmg in detail all activities performed and the MOU funds used up'to and including
the date of termination. A the event services and/or prescribed outcorries described
within ‘this MOU are not accepted by NCHS under the Guidance ELC:Data

Modernizalion-COVID,. this Agreemerit may be subject to termination and any
remaining funds may be forfeited. Tefmination shall be submitted in ‘wriling to the DOS  ~
- and wnll requnre the DOS to deliver a final Termination Report as described above.

Dlsputes ansmg under this MOU that cannot be resolved between the agencies shall
be refefred to the New Hampshire Department of Justice for review and resoluhon

This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of New
Hampshlre

The parties hereto d6 not mtend to benefit any thlrd parties and this MOU shall nol be |

in the event’ any of the prowsnons of this MOU are held to be contrary to any state.or
federal law, the remaining prowsmns of this MOU will remain in_full force and effect.

This MOU, whlch may be execuled in a number of counterparts, each of which shall
be deemed an original, constitutes the entire MOU and underslandlngs between the
pames and supersedes all prior MOU and understandings relating héreto. !

Nothmg herein-shall be construed as a warver of soverelgn immunity,: such immunity
being hereby speuﬁcally preserved

MOU:2022-DPHS:03-DATAM Page 5016 - MOU-1.0
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Mernorandum of Understandlng Between DHHS and NH Department of State 2
Data Modernization for New Hampshire Vital Records Statistics System

APPROVALS:
Dtdh-d.hv: N
Pain M Thy : 2/1/2022 .
. ;
Patricia M. Tilley, Director - ' Date
NH Department of Health and Human Services
. Division of Public Health
: : _ll 14 ‘HQQZL
David M. Scafilan, Secretary of State 1Datd .
NH Department of Slate J
' ye. _1/s8/a044,
"Denise M. Gonyer .Staté Registr I Date

NH Department of State-
~ Division of Vital Records Administration

The precedung Memorandum of Understanding, havang been reviewed by this office, is
approved as to form, substance, and execution.

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

(Fglown

"Name; Robyn Guar'mo Date

"~ Title:
Attorney

The foregoing Memorandum of Underslandmg was approved by the foilowmg aulhomy of the
Slate of New Hampshlre : .

‘Name: ' Date
Title:

MOU-2022-DPHS-03-DATAM Page6 of& _ MOU-1.0



