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Scott R. Mason

Executive Director

May 4, 2023 105
His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu

And the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REOLESTED ACTION

Authorize the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department (NHFG) to enter into a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) with the New Hampshire Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR)
(vendor code 177887) in the amount of $90,000.00 for the purpose of implementing NH's Wildlife
Action Plan from the date of Governor and Council approval through June 30, 2025. 100% Federal
Funds.

Funds to support this request are anticipated to be available in the following accounts in FY 2024 and
FY 2025 upon the availability and continued appropriation of funds in the future operating budget, with
the ability to adjust encumbrances between State Fiscal Years through the Budget Office, if needed and
justified:

03 75 75 751520-2125 Wildlife Program -Nongame Management
FY24 FY25

20-07500-21250000-049-584935 Transfers to Other Agencies $45,000.00 $45,000.00

EXPLANATION

The Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB), a Bureau within the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources
(DNCR), will assist the NHFG in implementing NH's Wildlife Action Plan. The NHB will also assist
NHFG with a revision to NH's Wildlife Action Plan, a federal requirement due to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service by October 2025. Staff at the NHB have the necessary expertise in biodiversity,
ecology, and database management, and their program has maintained a statewide database of known
rare species occurrences since 1987. This database provides New Hampshire businesses, communities,
and state agencies a single source of information on the occurrence and distribution of wildlife, plants,
and natural communities, and serves as a key tool in the development and implementation of the NH
Wildlife Action Plan. The NHB will provide the necessary non-federal match.

Respectfully submitted, j

Scott R. Mason Kathy Ann LaBonte
Executive Director Chief, Business Division



Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
between the

New Hampshire Department of Natural and Cultural Resources
and the

New Hampshire Fish and Game Department

CorKeming
the State Wildlife Action Plan

This MOA is entered into by the New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau, a unit of the New Hampshire

Division of Forests and Lands at the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR), hcrcancr

referred to as the "Natural Heintage Bureau," and the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program, a

program within the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department (NHFG), hereafter referred to as the

"Nongame Program." The purpose of this MOA is to establish a relationship between both parties

regarding the implementation of the State Wildlife Action Plan. As such, the Natural Heritage Bureau

and the Nongame Program do hereby consent to the following terms:

WHEREAS the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department is mandated by the Endangered Species

Conservation Act of 1979 (NH RS A 212-A) and the Nongame Species Management Act (NH RS A 212-

■ B) to develop nongame and endangered wildlife research, management, and education programs and has

established the Nongame Program to accomplish these goals; and

WHEREAS the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources is mandated by the Native Plant Protection

Act of 1987 (NH RS A 217-A) to determine protective measures and requirements necessary for the

survival of native plant species in the state, to investigate the condition and degree of rarity of plant

species and to distribute information regarding the condition and protection of these species, and to assist

and cooperate with ail slate agencies to carry out these puiposes; and

WHEREAS the Natural Heritage Bureau is part of a national Heritage network that tracks selected plant

species, wildlife species, and natural communities throughout North America, and as a member of this

networic, is obligated to maintain fields within its occurrence database regarding the known locations of

and selected biological information about certain plant species, wildlife species, and natural communities

in New Hampshire; and

WHEREAS the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department has jurisdiction over New Hampshire

wildlife as defined in NH RSA 212-A:2, and as such, makes frequent use of and has sole authority
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regarding the usage of wildlife Element Occurrence (EC) data residing at the Natural Heritage Bureau,

and must approve all agreements that involve the provision or use of Natural Heritage wildlife EG data;

and

WHEREAS the Native Plant Protection Act of 1987 (RSA 217-A) requires that all state agencies,

consistent with their authority and responsibilities, shall assist and cooperate with the Department of

Natural and Cultural Resources to carry out its purposes, and that to the extent possible actions funded or

carried out by state agencies shall not jeopardize the continued existence of any protected plant species.

NOW, THEREFORE the Nongamc Program and the Natural Heritage Bureau agree to the following:

The Nongamc Program will provide financial assistance to the Natural Heritage Bureau to conduct

conservation research and science, database development and management and planning activities as

outlined in the State Wildlife Action Plan (WAP).

Nongamc Program funding for the contracted services outlined in this document will be provided in part

by federal funds administered by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and consistent with federal award

infonnation and compliances as identified in Exhibit A.

This MOA covers the lime period of July 1, 2023 through June 30,2025.

PROJECT JOBS

The WAP identifies a suite of specific strategies to further wildlife conservation in New Hampshire. Several

of these strategies depend on the involvement and contribution of the New Hampshire Natural Heritage

Bureau in order to be accomplished. Through June 30,2025, indirect consultation with NHFG, the Natural

Heritage Bureau will work on the following Projects under federal grants T2-3-R-2 and T-9-T-3 and

succeeding grants for the same purpose.

Grant T2-3-R-2 Monitoring, Management and Recovery of New Hampshire's
Wildlife Species of Concern

PROJECT I - Species Recoverv PlarminB

GRANT OBJECTIVES:

Objective 1-1: To assess the distribution, condition, and risks to 20 Species of Greatest
Consen'ation Need and data deficient wildlife by 2025.
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Objective 1-2: To develop 10 recovery/population management plans and/or best management
practices for species determined to be endangered, threatened, and special concern wildlife by
2025.

Action 1-1 {Objective J-I): Research, Survey, Data Collection and Analysis (Action Strategy) Fish
and Wildlife Species Data Acquisition and Analysis (Action Activity)

'si^i& may^be r^mmended. for.£chjangc_in!li^ii5t'i(Stus^d^tlie;EndangCT^ Sl^

'^i©dSI..L •' •" r._lJ

'Action 1-1 Unit of Measure:
•  Number of investigations

• Number of wildlife surveys conducted

Action 1-2 {Objective 1-2): Planning (Action Strateg)') Species and Habitat Management Planning
(Action Activity)

>NHB,Ta'slc^<^isVNHFG!witK^de5eloping'restoraliorLV^«oyeiy;and^opulSbtrn^ i
jpnont^sp^iff ji!d/orihabjrtats.*Proyide_techmcal expmiSje:tp^mfo ;
;y^lopm«rihrouglnTi5cfin^>5atranaiysis>'and''hclpii®tb,d^el^wnUCT^^ [
i^idelu^oi>^t manag^ent;pra^cjM:*pnHB_^iUjtund^enpdic rwpven^^ if j
^jdcvciopmemTahd.impicmCTtation^fisp^iS'r^oyCTyplans asii^ii^t^^ , -l! j

Action 1-2 Unit of Measure:
•  Number of plans

• Number of specific meetings for recovery plans

T-9-T-3 Conservation Science and Technical Assistance to Support Species and
Habitat Protection and Recovery

PROJECT 1 - Research. Survey. Data Collection, and Analysis

GRANT OBJECTIVE:

Objective 1-1: To annually develop and/or manage at least three (3) comprehensive wildlife
conser\'otion data management systems including data acquisition, species recovery, monitoring,
habitat management, monitoring IVAP actions, and performance monitoring, to be used to gjiide
conje/*vo//o/f activities through 2025.

Action I>1 (Objective 1-1) *- Research, survey, data collection and analysis (Action Strategy),
information technology and management (Action Activity)
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ii^itSicsT V '- " " ' " I
'5 /Dw^;^5'^dIife7sjgHfingsffroSjlh^^ thM '
i  ' I m^.wildlifc,pcciSrcncS/^d^ii^rpo^^^ntoTtHe;Biw jn

1 . iWildJif^SigHtin^at}l^t^ce'^"mo1«li'orw f5bfdu^i?^,b^omc'a^ilable^^n NHF.G
'■** flncorporaie buik'rar^ /i-«». i«x-

v.-v»8>'.5-~srr-'."o. , %Cdata) intpBioUc^da
i  use^ forra^ , ■ __ ■ ■ .. '
v*j rj^li^te.ynaii^in^aHd^refine'wildlifc^icm^t'^ca^^
!  • jicnowH^6meli55c"sii^''li^Uati5c infonnati^lex air'photos, '

, -require,paitncnnfi>\vitn neighoonng states^

Iv rRe^seJhe.dajate^ asji^ due to.r^.animal jislTcyisions.^jijVj ^iSliviSi^Ui^I^^ei^ta^s^eco^s^l^h'e.No^^ • ,
- / /m^j^nbriessjh^on^mi^thy^'^bjijde.NHRG^^tffa'rtjatmcS^ie'ipjCT'acco^^ :

/•I ^GoiTdiT^mcdl^swill^NHE^NHB^and nb'ii-profitiM^^
I ^ \deternunem:bouse and partnerdatabase HMOS beyomicuiTent.capabuities.i
j,»7 !Ex|Mm^tM^capabinliiM^of.thcj^e,S0W to mcju^.nincUoniui^.for stonng iiuqn^
I  • 'i .■ ' ' ^ '

^■ '.Ttttoration/ifeiagemfflt'actm :-... - '-..., .

Action /-/ Unit of Measure:
•  Number o f databases

Additional (non-TRACS) Measuresfor Results Narrative:
•. Number of Element Occurrences updated in Biotics database
• Number of EOs added to Biotics database
• Number of species for which data occurrences was updated or added
• Number of actions tracked by the NH Wildlife Action Plan Database
• Number of priorities and regional actions identified by the Northeast Wildlife Action Plan

Database

• Number of meetings with partners on database needs
• Number of database modules developed

GRANT OBJECTIVE:
Objective 1-2: To conduct at least one (I) habitat data acquisition and/or analysis inwstigation
by 2025, such as enhancing, updating and maintaining NHFG's conservation CIS including
updating habitat and habitat condition maps, developing models of ecological processes (e.g..
connectivity and human influences), updating and refining maps of the distribution ofwildlife and
wildlife habitats for use by NHFG stajfand partners in conducting conservation activities.

Action 1-2 (Objective 1-2): Research, survey, data collection and analysis (Action Strategy)* Habitat
data acquisition and analysis (Action Activity)

iNHB^wlc:^5^iff'NHFG'ih'ilc^loping'rtal5itat^an3 Ha6itat\?oird^ Sol^icahmwleis.tKat'iwilli
tb€,usw;by^N]HptG^nj^nductii^^ assistancej^n idefitifyjng andJm^mentingjWildlife}
iw5^ijation''S5iviti^I^iudes.uj^aring'exiSSvWildlifc.^ctioh^PjSi'mrp^ -w.. r< " ,
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Action i'2 Unit of Measure:
•  Number of Investigations

Additional (non-TRACS) Measuresfor Results Narrative:

• Number of updates to wildlife habitat land cover data

• Number of updates to analysis of ecological condition

•  Analysis of regional mapping and data and its applications in NH
•  Number of connectivity analyses at the state or regional level
•  Number of local connectivity analyses
•  Incorporation of the effects of climate change into analyses
• Other specialized analyses

PROJECT 2 - Environmental Review

GRANT OBJECTIVE:

Objective 2-1: To annually review and provide recommendations on a minimum of 100 development
and other impact projects proposed by applicants and state, federal, and municipal gowrnmental
agencies in order to minimize adverse impacts to endangered, threatened, and Species of Greatest
Conservation Need (SGCN) wildlife through 2025.

Action 2-1 (Objective 2-1): Epvironmental review (ActioD Strategy), Review of proposed
projects/plans (Action Activity)

i^\rGei^atVenvi^if^j^ai!S^a8ase^l^^l«|^^te]e^ir5r^ -

Action 2-1 Unit of Measure:

•  Number of projects/plans reviewed

•  Number of environmental review screening layer updates

GRANT OBJECTIVE:

Objective 2-3: To annually review a minimum ofone (I) existing protocol, policy, and/or
guideline and recommend changes that will improve the coordination and efficiency among
regulatory agencies, boards, and applicants to enhance the protection of sensitive and/or
imperiled wildlife resources through 2025.

Action 2-3 (Objective 2-3): Environmental re>iew (Action Strategy), Review of proposed
projects/plans (Action Activity)

fenvironmental'rcviewjiuideiines/fotjthreatened,^endangered,""and special'.concem wildlife-Participalion^m^^
tthe^Aquatic'Resource^MitigationcommittcejWill bemused as match forthis.activity^i
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Action 2'3 Unit ofMeasure:

•  Number of projects/plans reviewed (policies)
• Number of environmental review guidelines developed

PROJECTS • Planning

GRANT OBJECTIVE:

Objective 3-1: To continually evaluate priorities and performance of the NH Wildlife Action Plan
through monthly meetings of the NH Wildlife Action Plan Implementation Team, in preparation for
the 2025 Wildlife Action Plan revision.

Action 3-1 (Objective 3-1): Planning (Action Strateg>')

.■^d25^i^ie^fT^^ri^js^;tfest^tu?'6fiWHdlife^^ioh^^'a^^
*acliaS''liSS inTtlwJicuiTent plfeSfiw^«im;wi!l!S^elo|rai&Tuse'p^^

^in^'ontfi^NlfeGfeWilSiife^ction^l'^ - ^ :J

Action 3-1 Unit of Measure
•  Number of plans
•  Number of meetings attended
•  Number of WAP components edited/updated

PROJECT 4 - Regional Collaboration
GRANT OBJECTIVE:

Objective 4-1: To develop and disseminate wildlife information and habitat management
recommendations, based on the needs ofNil species ofgreatest cort^e/*vfl//oM need and their habitats,
to at least I regional (e.g., USFWS Region 5) and/or national organization annually through 2025.

Objective 4-2: To participate in at least 3 regional or national technical committees annually through
2025.

Action 4-1 (Objective 4-1): Technical assistance (Action Strateg>'), Assistance to other organizations
(Action Activity)

i$HBVTask2PrwidcjWiidUfe~*^ction^Pl^ fiabitS;dita^consc^vationT>lanriiMobls^
j^pert re;^w,*^d,oth^^Mlmical'as_sj_sjwce tp.regmjiaf
jhabitatfrsT^uestedbyvNtfeG? w<

Action 4-1 Unit of Measure
•  Number of organizations provided assistance
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GRANT OBJECTIVE:

Objective 4-2: To participate in at least 3 regional or national technical committees annually through
2025.

Action 4-2 {Objective 4-2): Technical assistance (Action Strategy), Participation on technical
committees (Action Activity)

NHB Task: Participate in regionakwildlife and conservation working groups as requested by NHFG. -
Participation in the Aquatic Resource Mitigation committee and animal species related agenda items from
the Department Lands Management Team (DLMT) rneetings will be used as match for this activity.

Action 4-2 Unit of Measure

•  Number of technical committees as requested by NHFG.

BUDGET

Federal Funds (provided by the Nongame Program) $90,000

Non-Federal Matching Funds (provided by the Natural Heritage Bureau) $48,460

l*roiect Grand'Tbtal ' $138,460

Total Funding Obligation

The Nongame Program will contract the services of the Natural Heritage Bureau from July 1, 2023 to

June 30, 2025 for a total of $90,000. Natural Heritage Bureau will be responsible for documenting a total

of $48,460 of non-federal match for this project. The Natural Heritage Bureau shall maintain financial

records in order to comply with State and Federal requirements. The ability to provide this financial

assistance to the Natural Heritage Bureau to complete the tasks outlined in this MOA will be contingent

upon the availability of federal grant funds as administered by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Method of Pavment

Payment will be made within 30 days after receipt of a proper and approved invoice. Payment shall be

made by interdepartmental fiinds transfer.

Terms of Pavment

The Nongame Program will pay the Natural Heritage Bureau on a quarterly basis based on the invoiced

amount of expenses incurred provided in quarterly invoices itemized by project and job as identified in

this MOA. Payment will be dependent on: 1) completion of a quarterly report describing how the actions

of the NHB contributed to the strategies detailed in the Wildlife Action Plan; reports must provide action

updates consistent with the USFWS TRACS reporting database, as applicable; 2) quarterly meetings
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between NHB and NHFG staff to coordinate work planning; and 3) an itemization of all match provided

to date.

Eligible costs through the period ending Dec^ber 31, 2023, including all cost share applicable to the

period, must be invoiced no later than February 15, 2024 and be invoiced separately from costs for the

period beginning January 1, 2024. The Nongame Program will provide any updated project grant codes

to the Natural Heritage Bureau for period following January 1, 2024.

Invoices need to show a breakdown of expenses by grant and project. In addition, NHB agrees to

maintain records of contractual expenses applied to cost calculations, and supply such records upon

request.

Quarterly invoices will be submitted by the Natural Heritage Bureau to; Mike Marchand, Nongame and

Endangered Wildlife Program Supervisor, New Hampshire Fish & Game Department, 11 Hazen Dr.,

Concord. NH 03301.

Record Retention and Access

The Natural Heritage Bureau shall permit New Hampshire Fish and Game Department and its auditors

access to any books, documents, paper, and records which are directly pertinent to the agreement for

making audits, examination, excerpts, and transcriptions. Financial records and supporting documents

related to costs under this agreement must be retained for a period of three years from submission of the

last request for payment. If any litigation, claim, or audit is started before the expiration of the 3-year

period, the records must be retained until all litigation, claims, or audit findings involving the records

have been resolved and final action taken.

Amendments

This MOA may be amended through June 30, 2025 by mutual agreement of all parties and Governor and

Council approval.

Federal Award Information and Compliances

The Department of Natural and Cultural Resources shall .comply with all federal regulations and

requirements, as applicable. See attached Exhibit A.

Page 8 of 11



In witness of the Memorandum of Agreement;

4/26/2023

Date Sarah L. Stewart, Commissioner

N.H. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources

Date Scott R. Mason, Executive Director

Approved by the Attorney General this

and execution.

N.H. Fish and Game Department

2023 as to form, substance,

Attorney General's Office
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Exhibit A

Federal Award Information and Compliances

1. Federal Award Information

Through execution of this agreement. The Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (Division of
Forests and Lands • SAM UEI U ;T^,7EhFP2MXG9) acknowledges they are a subrccipicnt of federal
funds from NHFG through the State Wildlife Grants program (Federal Assistance Listing #15.634)
and the federal assistance grants referenced below.

Grant Tiile(s):
T2-3-R-2 Monitoring, Management and Recovery of New Hampshire's Wildlife Species of
Concern

T-9-T-3 Conservation Science and Technical Assistance to Support Species and Habitat
Protection and Recovery

Grantor: Department of the Interior - US Fish & Wildlife Service (Service)

Federal Assistance Listing: 15.634 Slate Wildlife Grants

Federal Grant Identif!cr(s) and Award Date(s):
F18AF00374 (T2-3-R-2) with federal award date of April 1, 2018
F18AF00154 (T-9-T-3) with federal award date of January 1, 2018

Prime Recipient / Pass-through Entity: Stale of New Hampshire - Fish & Game Department

Total Federal Funds to Subrccipicnt: S90,000

2. Federal Compliance

Awards from the Service are subject to the terms and conditions incorporated into the award either by
direct citation or by reference to the following: Federal regulations; program legislation or
regulation; and special award terms and conditions. The Service fiitancial assistance award terms and
conditions flow down to subrecipients and contractors, unless a particular award term or condition
specifically indicates otherwise. The Federal regulations applicable to Service recipients and their
subrecipients and contractors can be found on the Service website at:
httDs://www.fws.cov/librarv/collections/financial-assistance-general-award-terms-and-conditions.

All requirements, regulations, provisions, terms and conditions applicable to the Federal award(s) are'
hereby adopted in full force and effect with respect to this agreement. The Department of Cultural and
Natural Resources shall comply with all provisions, as applicable, including but not limited to the
following:

a. Administrative Requirements: 2 CFR Part 200, Subparts A through D, as supplemented by 2 CFR
Part 1402—Financial Assistance Interior Regulation and including the provisions in 2 CFR
§1402.112 and §1402.315.

b. Cost Principles: 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart E

c. Central Service Cost Allocation Plans: 2 CFR Part 200, Appendix V
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d. Indirect Cost Proposals for States, local government agencies, and Indian tribes;: 2 CFR Part 200,
Appendix VII

e. Audit Requirements: 2 CFR Part 200, Subpan F

f. 2 CFR Part 25, Universal Identi fier and System for Award Management 2 CFR Part 170,
.Reporting Subawards and Executive Compensation Information

g. 2 CFR Part 175.15, Award Term forTralTicking in Persons. Applies if funding could be provided
under the award to a private entity as a subrecipient. See the award term for.definitions.

h. 2 CFR Part 200, Appendix XII, Award Term and Condition for Recipient Integrity and
Performance Matters.

i. 2 CFR Part 1400, Nonprocurcment Debarment and Suspension

j. 2 CFR Part 1401, Requirements for Drug-Free Worlqjlace

k. 2 CFR Part 1402, Federal Assistance Interior Regulation, supplementing 2 CFR 200 Parts A-D
1. 43 CFR 18, New Restrictions on Lobbying

m. 41 use §4712, Enhancement of Recipient and Subrecipient Employee Whisllcblower Protection.
Applies to all awards over the simplified acquisition threshold (currently $250,000). This award,
related subawards, and related contracts over the simplified acquisition threshold and all
employees working on this award, related subawards, and related contracts over the simplified
acquisition threshold are subject to the whistleblower rights and remedies established at 41 USC
4712. Recipients, their subrccipients, and their contractors awarded contracts over the simplified
acquisition threshold related to this award, shall inform their employees in writing, in the
predominant language of the workforce, of the employee whistleblower rights and protections
under 41 USC 4712. The recipient shall insert this clause in all subawards and in contracts over
the simplified acquisition threshold related to this award.

n. 41 USC §6306, Prohibition on Members of Congress Making Contracts with Federal
Government. No member of or delegate to Congress or Resident Commissioner shall be admitted
to any share or part of this award, or to any benefit that may arise therefrom; this provision shall
not be conslmed to extend to an award made to a corporation for the public's general benefit.

0. Executive Order 13513, Federal Leadership on Reducing Text Messaging while Driving.
Recipients are encouraged to adopt and enforce policies that ban text messaging while driving,
including conducting initiatives of the type described in section 3(a) of the Order.

p. E. O. 13043—Increasing Seat Belt Use in the United Stales. Encourages non-Federal entities to
adopt and enforce on-the-job seat belt policies and programs for their employees when operating
company

3. Certifications

Certification Regarding Debarment and Suspension - Lower Tier Covered Transactions

By entering into this agreement, the subrecipient of federal funds hereby certifies per Subpart C
of 2 CFR Part 180 that neither the subrecipient nor its principles (officers, directors, owners, or
partners) are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or
otherwise excluded by any federal department or agency from participating in transactions
supported by Federal funds. The subrecipient hereby represents that it is not listed on the General
Services Administration's, goverruncnt-widc System for Award Management Exclusions (SAM
Exclusions), in accordance wilh.thc 0MB guidelines at 2 CFR Part ISO that implement E.O.s
12549 and 12689 "Debarment and Suspension." The grantee further provides that it shall not
enter into any subaward, contract or other agreement using funds provided by NHFG with any
party listed on the SAM Exclusions in accordance with Executive Orders 12549 and 12689. The
SAM Exclusions can be found at htlps;//www.sam.goy/portal/pybljc/SAM/.
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