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The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman

Fiscal Committee of the General Court

State House

Concord, New Hampshire, 03301

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Requested Action

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department (NHFG) requests authorization to

accept and expend federal funds in the amount of $1,000,000 from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) for the purpose of acquiring a conservation easement interest in 358 +/- acres in the town of
Northumberland, effective upon Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approvals through June 30, 2023.

100% Federal Funds.

Funds to be budgeted as follows:
WILDLIFE HABITAT CONSERVATION

03-75-75-751520-21550000

Fiscal Year 2023

Expense Class Description Revenue Current Reauested Action Adiusted

000 FEDERAL FUNDS 404705-16 $1,146,775 $1,000,000 $2,146,775

007 AGENCY INCOME 407629-24 79,963 0 79,963

008 AGENCY INCOME 405234-10 280,688 0 280,688

009 AGENCY INCOME 405462-14 9,941 0 9,941

Total $1,517,367 $1,000,000 $2,517,367

Expense

010 500100 PERSONAL SERVICES 55,490 0 55,490

020 500200 CURRENT EXPENSES 1,300 0 1,300

022 500255 RENTS/LEASES 564 0 564

029 500290 INTRA-AGENCY TNFRS 15,000 0 15,000

030 500311 EQUIPMENT 94,766 0 94,766

033 500150 LANDACQUiSmONS 404705-16 501,489 999.000 1,500,489

041 500801 AUDIT FUND SET 404705-16 1.147 1,000 2,147

049 584935 TSFRS TO OTH AGEN. 51,785 0 51,785

060 500602 BENEFITS 22,628 0 22,628

070 500704 IN STATE TRAVEL 500 0 500

073 500578 GRANTS NON FEDERAL 80.000 0 80.000

080 500710 OUT OF STATE TRAVEL 1.700 0 1,700

304 500841 RESEARCH & 636,000 0 636,000

305 500845 HABITAT, ACQUIS. & 54,998 0 54,998

Total $1,517,367 $1,000,000 $2,517,367



The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman

Fiscal Committee of the General Court

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

Explanation

NHFG proposes to acquire a conservation easement Interest from The Nature Conservancy (TNC) on three
parcels totaling approximately 358 acres located along the Connecticut and Upper Ammonoosuc Rivers In
Northumberland, Coos County. This acquisition Is part of a larger 750-acre riverfront conservation and
restoration project that combines habitat conservation, floodplain restoration and agriculture and is positioned
to be the largest floodplain restoration project In New England. Successful acquisition and protection of the
property requires a partnership effort with multiple public funding sources and private funds raised by TNC. This
request is to accept and expend federal grant funds from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for
NHFG to purchase a conservation easement from TNC on 358 acres that are not already eased as part of the
overall protection strategy.

The easement will permanently protect 358 acres of terrestrial habitat and approximately three miles of river
frontage on the Connecticut and Ammonoosuc Rivers, eliminating the risk of parcelization, ensuring habitat
connectivity for a significant number of wild birds and mammals and Improving water quality by enhancing
buffers. It will conserve habitat for a variety of wild birds and mammals including deer, bear, turkey, high
numbers of wood duck and other waterfowl, and more than 30-recorded species of other birds Including osprey,

bald eagle, northern harrier, great blue herons, and a high number of bank swallows. The easement will require
that the land remain open for public pedestrian uses, hunting, and fishing. The easement will also require NHFG
review and approve future field and forest management, recreation, and habitat management plans on the
property.

The appraised fair market value of the conservation easement is $1,380,000. The easement will be purchased as
a bargain sale at $1,000,000 and the remaining $380,000 of value will provide the required match under the
federal program.

Funds are being budgeted In Class 033 - Land Acquisitions and Easements to make this purchase.

Funds are being budgeted In Class 041- Audit Set Aside to comply with RSA 124:16 that requires all agencies
which receive federal funds to set aside a percentage of the federal revenue amount received to pay for
financial and compliance audits.

This acquisition Is part of an effort to use Wildlife Restoration Program funds from the USFWS to expand and
enhance the statewide Wildlife Management Area system under grant F21AF04030 {W-108-L-2). The approved
federal grant includes $1,000,000 In available federal funds from the USFWS for the easement purchase and
associated project costs.

General Funds will not be requested to support this project.

espectfully submitter

:onlt. Mason * \ KathyAnnTaBonte, Chief
Executive Director Business Division
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