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January 30, 2023

The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court
State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

His Excellency, Governor Christqpher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, NH 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, authorize the Department of Education to accept and expend American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), Child Nutrition National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance funds
in the amount of $132,083.00 from the United States Department of Agriculture, effective upon
Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approval through June 30, 2023. 100% Federal Funds

Funds to be budgeted as follows:

FNS-CN NSLP EQUIPMENT ARPA
. Accounit: 06-56-56-562010-26XXXXXX

Class Description FY 23
Income
000-404489 Federal Funds {$132,083)

Expenditures
072-500577 Grants Federal $132,083



The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununy
And the Honorable Counci

EXPLANATION

The New Hampshire Education Department {NHED}, Bureau of Student Wellness, Office of Nutrition
Programs and Services received the Child Nutrition National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance

Grants. These resources will be referred to as National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance
Grants (NSLPEA).

Equipment Assistance Grant fund ing provided by the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) (P.L. 117-2) under
section §1001 (b)(4). The additional funding will support school food authorlties (SFAs) in providing
healthy and appealing meals by meeting vital food service equipment needs.

Schools can use this funding to purchase equipment for a va riety of important improvements for the food
service such as purchasing tools that support scratch cooking, storing fresh food from local producers, and
recelving food deliveries in a more efficient manner. These improvements wilt be used to maintain and
improve food and agricultural supply chain resiliency by increasing the efficlency of SFA procurement, for
example by enabling a wider variety of food purchases through scratch cooking. In addition, timely award
of these Equipment Assistance Grants will benefit recipient SFAs by enabling them to meet equipment
needs associated with a return to standard operating procedures. SFAs are encouraged, as part of their
equipment purchases, to take advantage of the training offered by the companies on how to use their
specific equipment.

State agencles must competitively award subgrants to SFAs and schools to purchase equipment, with a
value of greater than $1,000, needed to serve healthier meals, support scratch cooking, improve food
safety, store fresh food, upgrade equipment, and to help support the establishment, maintenance, or
expansion of the SBP. State agencles are encouraged to support as many SFAs with equipment needs as

possible with this funding. Equipment must be purchased, used, managed, and disposed of in accordance
with the governing 2 CFR requirements.

The NHED has been awarded the requested $132,083 for the National School Lunch Program Equipment
Assistance Grant and one hundred percent of the grant award will be allocated to all eligible program
operators. The state will allocate the funds no later than September 30, 2023, and obligated funds will be
expended no later than September 30, 2024.

-Tﬁe-NH'ED;upon‘receiptof'tegulatorv'and guidance documents from the United States Department of
Agriculture, wiil reimburse funds to NSLP and SBP program sponsors based on the payment calculation
- provided by the USDA Food and Nutrition Service.” The NHED will pay reimbursements and deliver fu nds

via the existing reporting and application software, the online MyNHDOE food and Nutrition System
(F&N).

In support of the objectives noted above, the Department commits to: The notification must include the
SFA’s calculated payment amount, information on the proper use of funds, and instructions for
completing the required attestation of need/eligibility as a prerequisite for accepting funds. The
department commits to document and retain records of all activities related to its administration of this

reimbursement program, consistent with standard review and recordkeeping requirements of the Chitd
Nutrition Programs.
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EQUAL OFPORTUNITY EMPLOYER- EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES



The Honorable Ken Weyler, Chairman
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His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
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llowin, ho Ing ¢ ted:
Class Class Description Explanation
072 Grants - Federal Appropriation for the distribution of funds to grant sub-

recipients.

In the event Federal Funds become no longer available,
this program.
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