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Christine M. Brennan
Deputy Commissioner

Frank Ede!blut
Commissioner

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
101 Pleasant Street
Concord, N.H. 03301
TEL (603) 271-3495
FAX (603)-271-19853
Citizens Services Line 1-800-339-8900

October 26, 2021

The Honorable Karen Umberger, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court and

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, NH 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, authorize the New Hampshire Department of Education (NHDOE), Bureau of
Special Education to accept and expend additional grant funds from the U.S. Department of Education in the
amount of $25,804,748 for the continued support of the IDEA-Special Education grant, effective upon Fiscal
Committee and Governor and Council approval through September 30, 2022. 100% Federal Funds.

Funds to be budgeted as follows:
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IDEA — Special Education
Accounting string:
06-56-56-562010-25040000
Adjusted Requested
Authorized FY22 | Requested Revised
Description Budget Change Budget FY22
Income T
000-404661 |FEDERAL FUNDS $61,479,143{ $25,804,748: $87,283,891
— R
r Expenditures I B
010-500100 |[PERSONAL SERVICES PERM CLASS $1,219,752 $1,219,752
020-500200 jCURRENT EXPENSES $46,005 $46,005
021-502668 {FOOD INSTITUTIONS $2,500 $2,500
026-500251 [ORGANIZATIONAL DUES $11,000 $11,000
027-582703 {TRANSFERS TO DOIT $156,342 $156,342
028-582814 {TRANSFERS TO GENERAL SERVICE $73,986| __$73,986
029-500290 |INTRA-AGENCY TRANSFERS $55,000 $55,000
030-500301 {EQUIPMENT NEW REPLACEMENT $3,000 $3,000
037-500174 |TECHNOLOGY-HARDWARE $18,000 $18,000
038-500177 |TECHNOLOGY-SOFTWARE $797,165 $797,165
039-500191 |[TELECOMMUNICATIONS $22,470 $22,470
040-500800 |INDIRECT COSTS $181,300 $181,300
041-500801 |AUDIT FUND SET ASIDE $55,000 $25,805 $80,805
042-500620 |ADDITIONAL FRINGE BENEFITS $150,000 $150,000
046-500464 |[CONSULTANTS 520,000 $20,000
050-500109 |[PERSONAL SERVICE TEMP $80,000 $80,000
057-500531 |[BOOKS PERIODICALS SUBSCRIPT $2,500 $2,500
059-500117 |[TEMP FULL TIME $127,581 $127,581
060-500601 |BENEFITS $858,820 $858,820
066-500544 |EMPLOYEE TRAINING $4,500 $4,500
070-500704 |IN STATE TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT $28,200 $28,200
072-502626 |GRANTS FEDERAL 547,889,510 $25,778,943 $73,668,453
080-500710 |OUT OF STATE TRAVEL REIMB $66,100 $66,100
102-500731 |CONTRACTS FOR PROGRAM SERVICE $9,597,412 $9,597,412
230-500765 |[INTERPRETER SERVICE $13,000 $13,000
Total $61,479,143] $25,804,748] $87,283,801
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EXPLANATION

The NH Department of Education receives an IDEA-Special Education award authorized under Part B of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA Part B). This is a formula grant for states to assist-in
providing a free appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment for children with
disabilities ages 3 through 21. The IDEA grant requires that the funds be awarded to local educational
agencies (LEASs) to ensure that all children with disabilities have avallable to them education that emphasizes
special education and related services, designed to meet their umque needs and prepare them for further
education, employment, and independent living.

Under 34 C.F.R. § 300.202(a)(1), IDEA Part B funds provided to LEAs must be expended to the fullest, in
accordance with IDEA. It is the SEA’s responsibility to ensure that the LEAs also meet the Uniform Grant
Guidance requirements, requirements for procurement, maintain appropriate records and cost documentation
and follow a sound financial process. The SEA also assists the LEA’s with the monitoring and spending of
their IDEA funds during the duration of the grant.

An audit, conducted in 2015, resulted in a federal fiscal finding regarding the district’s failure to expend all
of their IDEA allocations and the SEA’s failure to reallocate those funds to the districts. As a matter of
correction, through technical assistance from the SEA, the districts began spending funds more efficiently.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the United States Department of Education’s Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP) extended the 2018-2019 IDEA Grant to obligate funds through September 30, 2021 and to
liquidate funds through November 15, 2021 due to the impact of COVID-19, School districts faced spending
challenges resulting from the pandemic. The SEA was instrumental in assisting the districts with adjusting to
this change in practice to spend down the grant monies.

In order to continue effective and efficient expenditure of IDEA funds, the Bureau of Special Education

Support is requesting to appropriate the remaining federal IDEA funds available to be allocated to the SEA.

Fulfilling this request will enable the SEA to support districts with spending their IDEA funds so as to avoid
“another audit finding.

APPROPRIATION EXPLANATION

Class Class Description Explanation

041  Audit Fund Set Aside Appropriation is based on .1 percent of the grant.

072 Grants — Federal Appropriation for the distribution of funds to grant sub-
recipients.

Respectfully Submitted,

"L AD

Frank Edelblut
Commissioner of Education
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Frank Edeibtut
Commissioner

Special Education IDEA Grants
06-56-56-562010-25040000

Christine M. Brennan
Deputy Commissioner

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
101 Ploasant Street
Concord, N.H. 03301
TEL (603) 271-3495
FAX (603)-271-1953
Citizens Services Line 1-800-339-9900

FISCAL SITUATION

Grant Award Number H027A190103

FFY2019 G5 Balance - 7/1/21

S 1,217,093.28

FFY2020 G5 Balance - 7/1/21

S 6,165,064.70

FFY2021 G5 Balance - 7/1/21

$ 27,638,249.89

FFY2022 Grant Award S 52,263,484.00

Less Expenses S -
Subtotal $ 87,283,891.87

Less: Total FY 2022 Adjusted Authorized Budget $(61,479,143.00)

Available to accept

S 25,804,748.87

|

Amount requested this action

$ 25,804,748.00
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