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Employment
Security

^ wwwjihesjth.gov
'Were working to keep Nevi/ Hampshire \/i/orklng

George N. Copadis, Commissioner

Richard J. Layers, Deputy Commissioner

ADMINhTRA^FVE^'0FPiCE^^
45 South Fruit Street

Concord, NH 03301-4857

August 4, 2021

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, NH 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

To authorize New Hampshire Employment Security ("NHES" or "Department") to enter into a
contract with Mitchell Municipal Group, P.A. ("MMG"), Laconia, NH, in an amount not to exceed
$40,000.00, to provide Administrative Hearing services related to claimant eligibility for
Unemployment Compensation benefits, effective upon the date of Governor and Council approval
through December 31, 2021. 100% Federal Funds.

Federal funding is available in State FY 2022 as follows:

02-27-27-270010-8040 DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY

10-02700-80400000-102-500731. Contracts for Progrom Services

SFY 2022

$40,000

EXPLANATION

The COVID-19 crisis resulted, in an unprecedented volume of claims for regular state
Unemployment Compensation and other unemployment benefits available under federal
programs. Determinations of eligibility for such benefits are made in the first instance by the
Departrnent's Certifying Officers. Claimants and, in some cases, employers, have statutory rights
to appeal such determinations. Appeals are adjudicated by the Department's Appeal Tribunal
Chairs ("AT" or the "Tribunal"). See RSA 282-A:53. The Department has a need to supplement
its Appeal Tribunal staffing in order to respond to an extremely high volume of first level appeals
and also requires additional support for second level appeals to the Commissioner as further
described below.

The Department engaged in a competitive selection process using a Request for Proposals. Of five
proposals received, four participants met the standards for selection, including providing a
competitive governmental hourly rate. Prior to engaging in this process, the Department did go to
great lengths to increase state staffing to fill this need, going from four (4) hearing officers to
fourteen (14). The additional attorneys for which approval is being sought with this contract will
further supplement this effort in order to address this temporary increase in workload as
expeditiously and as competently as possible.

NHES IS a proud member ofAmerica's Workforce Network and NH Works. NHES is an Equal Opportunity Employer and complies
with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request of individuals with disabilities

Telephone (603) 224-3311 Fax (603) 228-4145 TOO/ TTY Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 Web site: www.nhes.nh.gou



Under the terms of the contract, MMG will provide qualified attorneys licensed and. in good
standing with the State of New Hampshire to process and adjudicate first level appeals by
conducting administrative hearings and issuing decisions, acting by designation as the Appeal
Tribunal Chairperson with respect to such proceedings. Although Chairpersons are generally
required to be employees of NHES, or "merit staff as provided in federal law, the Families First
Coronavirus Response Act ("FFCRA") granted the States and U.S. Territories emergency
flexibility with respect to the use of non-merit staff to adjudicate unemployment claims. Any work
to be performed shall be limited by the duration of the flexibilities afforded by the FFCRA, CARES
Act, CAA and successor legislation and guidance.

In order to assist NHES in more efficiently managing the appellate process, the'contractor may
also be asked to provide qualified attorneys to review second level appeals (referred to as "requests
to reopen"), based on the administrative hearing record as the Commissioner's designee with
respect to such proceedings.

(

In the event Federal funds become no longer available. General funds will not be requested to
support this contract.

Respectfully submitted,y

George N. Copadis
Commissioner
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ACORCf CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE
DATS (MMJDOrrYYY)

08/04/2021

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFRRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND. EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POUCIES
BELOW. THIS CWTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S). AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

■  IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder Is hn ADDITIONAL INSURED, the p<Hlcy(les) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or ̂  imdorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED; subiect to the terms and conditions of.the policy, certain pollclM may require an endorsement A statement on
. this certincate does not coinfer rights to the certificate holder In Heu of such endofsamentjs).
pnOOUCER

Heather Dockham

Melcher & PiescoQ iniuirariw

426 MabiStreet

Laconia NH 03246

.SfS.,,. (603)524^5 . . K5.h.„
hdockham@melcher-prescotLcom

INMRERISI AFPOftOiNO COVERAGE NAIC*

Mass Bay Insurance Company 22306

INSURED

MITCHELL MtJNiaFVU. GROUP PA

ATTN: WALTER MITCHELL

'25 STRECT EACT

LACONIA 03248

M.atMeRB- Allmertca FinandalAlliance, 10212

MSURERC:

MSURERO:

MSURERE:

MSURER P:

THIS JS TO CEKHFY THAT THE POUCIES OF JNSURANC6 USTEO BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR TH£ POLICY PERIOO
INDtCATED ^KrrVVrrHSTANOING ANY REQUIREMENT. TERM CONOrnON OF. ANY OWTRACt OR OTHER DOCUMENT WTTH RESPECT TO VVHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY 8EISWED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POUCIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECTTO.AU THE TERMS.
»CLUSlb^e AND'CONbmONS OF SUCH POUOES. UMltS ̂ OWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

LTR TYPE OP MSURANCe POUCY NUMBER isgssaaiftg^sgai uMns

2
X COMKSROAL OCNERAL UAaiUTY

I OAIMSMMJE OCCUR

AOGREOATE UMTT APFUES PER:

POUCvj I 1 I LOC
OTHER:

OOV9722391 10/16/2020 10/16/2021

EACH OCCURRENCE
WnraFTffTlERTED—~
PREMISES IE» oceuffeweal

MEDE»tAnycntpOTan|

PBtSONAL 4 AOV »UURY

GENERAL AGGREGATE

PROOUCTS • COMPOP AGO

COHBINEO SINGLE UMTT
fE»»eeMwn

,000.000

5,000

2.000.000

4.000.000

4.000,000

AUrOMOBOjE LMStUTY

ANY AUTO
BOOB.Y INJURY {P«r pvson)

OWFCO
AUTOS ONLY
HIRED
AUTOS ONLY

SCHEDULED
AUTOS
NONOWNCO
AUTOS ONLY

BOM.Y INJURY (Par acsUM)

PROPERTY DAMAGE ~
fPwaccMenl)

UMBRELLA LIAS

EXCESS LIAS

OCCUR

CLAIMS>M^

EACH OCCURRENCE

AOOREGATE

DEO RETENtlON %

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS'UABtUTY y,m
aW PROPRIETOWPARTNEWEXECUnVE
OPnCERIMEMBER EXCLUDEOT
(MwidMorylxNK)
tfi«a,dM0to«uKttr
DESCRIPTION OP 0P6RAT10H8 OMOW

H

statuteIZP^ER

NfA WKV9722358 10/16/2020 10/16/2021
EX. EACH ACCIDENT SOO.OOO

EX. DISEASE • EA EMAOYEE
500.000

EX. DISEASE • POLICY UMTT
500.000

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS; LOCATIONS I VEHICLES (ACORD IOI. AMIUoaM RwMfls Schadult. may IM aliachad U mora apaea I* ra^ilrad)

Statutoiy State: Naw Hampshire
ExduOed OfFlcar Walter Mltcheij

NH Employment Security

45 South Pn^ Street

Concord NH 03302
1

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF. NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POUCY PROVISIONS.

AUTH0R)2E0 REPRESENTATIVE

ACORO 25 (2016/03) The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD


